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THE 

LIFE 

' O F 

LORD CLIVE, Baron Plassev. 


T H E fakl right honourable Robert lord 
CUve, appeared in the faid court attended 
by general Jol.n Cirnac, Harry Verclft, 
Hugh Watts, Randolph Marriott, Claud KufTc), 
Thomas Rumbold, \VilUam Aldcrfe^ , Thomas 
Kclfall, and Charles Flo>cr, Efqis. and other co- 
venanted fervants, of the honourable compan} of 
merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies, 
and other principal inhabitants of Calcutta afore- 
faid, and then and thcic produced a certain deed 
or writing which is contained in the ^following 
'V\ ords : that is to fav. 

This Indenture made the firft day of O^Iobcr 
' in the Cxth year of the reign^of our fovereign 
lord George the Third, by the grace of God of 
’ Great 
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Great Bmaur, rcatice and Ireland,' kin", defen-' 
dcf of the Faith, and in tfic jear ofonr I^rd 
one thoufand feven hundred and be- 

tween the united company's of merchants of Eng- 
land, trading ta the Ejft Indies, on the one pare ; 
and Robert lord Clive, baron Clive of Plafley, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, prefident and governor 
of Fort William, in the kingdom^ of Bengal, on 
the other part; witnefleth, that in confidcratton 
of the faid Roberc lord ClivVs being prefident 
and governor of Fore William,’ and in confidera- 
tton of the fevcral funi or.fums of jnoncy to be 
received by him, the faid Robert lord Clive, in 
manner follouing, that h to fay ; The fum of . 
one and one eight percent, upon the revenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orivs, favc and cjcccpc the 
revenues of the lands of the faid united company 
at Calcutta, Burdivan, Midoaporc, and Chitta- 
gong, to be paid unto him in monthly, quarterly, 
or yearly payments during the time lie Ihall con- 
tinue prefident and governor of Fort WiUIani 
aforefaid, and alfo in confideraiion of his falary, 
Bated allowances, and comminion upon the mint,' 
Coral, and upon the freight goods, the faid 
Robert lord Clive, doth hereby for himfclf, his 
-heirs, executors and admintftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to, and wich the faid united 
company and their focceflbrs, that the faid Robert 
lord Clive, during the time he lhall continue to 
be prefident and governor of Fore William afdre- 
faid, Ihall not diredly, nor indireftly, upon any 
pretence or pretext, whatfoever, carry ’ on, ufe, 
or exerdfc, any trade or commerce in the way of 
a merchant, or oiherndfe, traffic, adventure, or 

trade. 
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' ^rade, in any' commodities whatever, at, to, in, 
or from, the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mo^ - 
dia, or in any part thereof, or clfewhcre, between 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the ftreights of 
Magellan, cither on his.onn account, or in com- 
pany with, or for, or on account of any other per- 
fon or perfons, in any article of merchandize 
whatfover, (fave and except for the benefit of the 
Englifli Eaft India company, and except in fuch 
goods and merchandize as Ihall be remaining on 
hand and* unfold at the time he, the faid Robert 
lord Clive, commcnccdprefident and governor of 
Foit William, and wherein be non hath any ilrarc 
• orintcreft, whlch'only he fiiall or may fell, or 
difporeof, or give commiffion or dlredlions for 
felling the fame j and further, fave and except, 
and It is the true inttnl and meaning hereof, that 
nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be con- 
ftfued to extend, 'to prevent, preclude, or hindec 
him the faid Robert lotd Clive, from purcha- 
fing diamonds, or other precious hones, provided 
he does not difpofe of the fame by way of barter or 
fale here, or in any other' part of the Eaft ladies, 
br from fending or remitting his eflate or fortune to 
England, by bills, or in any other Ihape whatfbe- 
ver, (nor batter, fell, or exchange 'any kind of 
goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor except from, 
nor give to any perfbn or perfons commlffions for 
'managing or tranfadling bufinefs, or affairs of mer- 
chandize (except as before is excepted) and the faid 
Robsn lord Ciivc, doth hereby further covenant, 
protmfe, and agree, to and luth the faid iinitcj 
company and their fucccflbrs, that the faid Robert 
flwli not, not will himfelf, nor fhall 
wittingly 
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willingly or willingly^ prrinii or fufTcr r.ny oilier 
f erfon or perlotis in his name or to his ulh to nil- 
s'ance, lend, or place our, any funi or lums of 
money, at a greater rate, premium or inlcrefl, than 
ten per ten. per annum, fo that the Itall interell, 
ihare, portion, or tlividend. or any other profit, 
adeantage, or emolument si hatfoeser, llnll in ic- 
fpeft thereof, cscceding the laid premium or in- 
tcrefi of ten percent, per annum, ,ns afortfrid, arlfe 
or acrua unto him the fiid Robert lord Cllec, his 
heirs, executors, adminifttators, or unto any other 
petfons svharfoever, through friendihip, favour, 
or mnuentc, exerted by him in their behalf, con- 
trary to the true intent and fpirit of the oath here- 
unto annexed 1 and the faid Rohett lord Clive 
doth hereby further covenant and agree, that he 
fliall not, not will not, upon any account, or nre- 
tcnce svhatfoever, direflly or mdircaiy, execot 
wittingly, oJ 

svilhngly ftffer or permit to be accepted, taken or 
received by any perfon or perfons, for his ufe or 

r""' '’I:'"’ and adminl- 

ftrators, or for any other perfon or perfons sshatc- 
ver, out of pcrfonal friendihip to them or renard 

els, elfa* rum or fum. of money, svhether bv 

;mmire::or'S„f:??mre“:itir„rf” 

performed or fivours to be received l'°n '’u 

hereafter be depofited, lent, receivid oj pli!! to 

his 



bf aiw other perfon or perfons In truft for him, 
nor knowingly permit or foffer any other perfon or 
pcrfons tci receirc; take, or accept of the fame or 
any part thereof, by hisaulhorhy or in'iuence, from 
any king;, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, 
dewanj'fouzdar, zemindar, or from any other per- 
Ibn or perfons, natural botn fubjefts of the iiaft 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, 
nomination or quAliiy foever, or from any fervant; 
agent, or council of any king, prmcc, vizier, mon- 
fubdar, nabob, fouzdaror zemindar, exceeding the 
■iralus or amount fpecified in the covenants \\ith the 
iaid united company : and the faid Robett lord 
Clive doth further covenant and agree, that no 
other emolument or advantage v/hatfoever (except- 
ing as herein exceptedj fhall In any \rife how foe- 
ver, dtreftly or indire£tly, atlfe or accrue to him, 
bis heirs, executors, or adminiflrators, or to any 
other perfon \Vhatfoever, through favour or fnend- 
ihip, cither from his ofiicc, or lor or by reafon or 
means of the influence or authority he may have as 
prefidsnt and governor, nor v.'ili he the faid Robert 
lord Clive receive, or knowingly permit any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage, 
from the difpofal of any place, employment or of- 
fif'c to any Kuropcan, or any other perfon wliate- 
"ver, in otout of the company's fcrvice, and in or- 
der to a difeovery to, and fatisfadtion for any aeV- 
ings or doings, of tlie (aid Robert lord Clive^ or 
breach of covenant, clauCe, article, or csrecmcnc, 
herein contained contrary, to the true intent and 
‘ meaning hereof; it is hereby agreed, that ic (hall 
and mty be lawful to and for the faid united com- 
pany and ihcicfucceiTors, to etthlbh or file any bill 
VcL. IV, B or 
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or Villsof compbint of clifcovcry m ills 
court of chancery or exchequer, at \VcftminUer, 
or bv three or more of (he council at Fort Wil- 
liam*, for the time bcing,oti bchiif of the fiiJ uni- 
ted company, in the honourable (he mayor’s courf, 
for the to\i n of Calcutta at Fort aforefaid, 

or by any other perfon or pcrfoni whatfoever, 
againd him thefiid Kobert lord Clive, h*s execu- 
tors, and admimOratot^, w hereunto the faid Rolicrt 
lord Clive doth hereby agree, that he will not de- 
mur nor plead in bar of the difeovery or relief 
fought by fuch bill or bills that hereby he it, may, 
or ftall become liable to any penally in forfeiture, 
by force of any Uw or Raiute, bond, covenant, 
agreement, or othermife, hoNsfoever, but fhall 
make and put in full and perfect anf«cr and an- 
fwers to all the parts thereof, and fliall not, in focfi 
anfi\«r or anfN'crs, infidupon any penalty, forfei- 
ture, law or fututc, bond, covenant, or agree- 
ment, or allfidge any matter whnifoevcr, whereb/ 
to prevent, bar, or preclude the faid company, or 
any other petfon or perfons, from the difeovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill or bills 
asafortfaid, and for the true, full and faithful per- 
formance of every article, claufc, promife, cove- 
nant and agteement, herein contained, ami the true 
intent and meaning thereof, on the part and behalf 
of the faid Robert lord Clive •, he the faid Robert 
lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige himfelf, his 
heirs, executors and admmiflmiQts, unto thcVaid 
united company, and their fuccelTors in the penal 
fum of one hundred and fifty thotifand pounds, of 
lawful money of Great Britain, toberccovcrcd in 
cafe the faid Robert lord Clive fhall aft conlrary to 
lha true intent and meaning of thefe prefents ; one 

thlt4 
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third part of the faid fuqi of one hundred and fifty 
thoMland pounds fterling, be paid, and payable 
unto fuch perfon or perfons fhall fue for the fame, 
after information and full proof ftisH be made there* 
in the court of chancery, exchequer, or the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta, or before the court of 
diredors of the faid united company and their fuc- 
cefTors. In ’Wiinefs whereof, the prefident and 
council of Fort ‘Wdham, in behalf of the faid uni- 
ted Eaft India company, have hereunto fet their 
hands and deal of the laid company^ on the one 
pari, and the faid Robert lord Cl;v<|* hath fet his 
' hand and feal on the other parr, this firlt daj of 
Oftober, in the ) ear of our Lord, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-fiz. 



Signed, fealed, and delivered. In Calcutta, ih» 
day and year above written (where no ftamp pa-^ 
peris to be hadj in the prefoiice of us, 
CLIVE, 

H. Veralft, Randolph Marriott, 

II. Watts, Claud Ruflel, 

Tho Rumbold, Wm Aldetfoy, 

Tho. Kelfall, Qharles Floyer, 


Ales. Campbell 

Hen Strachey, 
5Yil!, W)nnc, 



John Carnac. 


And 
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And at the fame time, he the fatd Robert lor4 
CUve piodviced a certaia affidavit, or oath^ in wri- 
ting, annexed to the before-menuoned deed or 
writing, which is contained in the following word?, 
that is to fay. 

In the hono^iablc the mayov’s court, for the town 
of Calcutta in Bengal. 


^ I Robert lord Clive, prefident and governor of 
FortWilham in the kingdom of 'Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my own free will and 
accord, moft folemnly and finccrely fivear, teflify 
and depofe, in the prefence of Almighty God, that 
I Vi ill not from this time forward,' during my con- 
tinuance as prefident or governor of Fort 'William^ 
dircftly or indircdtly, carry on, ufe, or cJtercife, 
any trade or commerce in the way of a merchant or, 
othetwlfe traffic, adventure or trade, iriony com- 
modities whaifoever, at, to, in, or from the Eaft 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or any part 
thereof, orelfewherc, between the Cape of Good , 
Hope, and the ftreighis of MalUgUn, either on ' 
my ov.-n account, or in company v/hh, or on ac- 
count of any other perfon or perfons, in any article 
of merchandize whatfoever, fave and excenc foe 
the bcnefic of the EngliOi Eaft India company, and 
except in fuch goods and merchandizes as fliall be 
icmaming on hand and unfold, at the time 1 com- 
menetd prefident and governor of Fort William 
and therein I now have any fliare or intereft, which 
only I Jhall or may fell or dtfpofe of, or Rivc^com- 
mimonsocdircclionsforfellinn the fame, and fur. 
Cher, lave and except, andith the true intent ard ' 
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pieaning hereof, that nothing herein contained {hall 
extend, or be conftrued to ektend, to prevent, 
preclude or hinder me from purchafing diamonds, 
or other precious ftones, provided I do not difpofe 
of the iame by ^^ay of barter or falcherCjOr in any 
other part of the Haft Indies, or .from fending oc 
remitting my eftate and fortune to England by 
bills, or in any other fhnpe whatfoever ; and that I 
wll not direftly orindireftly, from henceforward, 
during my continuance as prefident or governor of 
Port William, advance, lend, or place out, nor 
wittingly or willingl}' permit or fuffer any other 
perforv or perfons in my name, or to my ufe, to ad- 
vance, lend, or jilace out, any fum or fums of mo- 
ney at any rate, premium, or intereft, exceeding 
ten per cent, per annum, (b that the leaft inicreft, 
Ihare, portion, dividend or any other profit, ad- 
vantage, or emolument v-hatfoever,' ftiall in ref- 
peA thereof cxc6cding the premium or intereft of 
ten per cent, per annum, above-mentioned, arife 
or accrue unto me, my heir?, executors or admi- 
niftrators, or unto any other perfon 'or perfons 
whatfoever through friendihip, favour, or influence, 
exerted by me in their behalf, contrary to the true 
intent and fpint of this oath. , 

And 1 do moft folemnly fwear, that I will not,^ 
upon any account or pretence whatfoever, dlreiftly 
pr indiredly accept, talte or receive, norknowing- 
lv» wittingly or willingly fuffer or permit to be ac- 
cepted, tai.en, or received, by any perfon or per- 
lons^ in truft for me, my heirs, executors, or ad- 
miniftntors, or for any other perfon or perfons 
uhatfoever, out of perfonal fnendfhip to them, or 
yegard to my oy»n Intereft dircdtly or indiredtly, 

apy 
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anyJftTfcU, eMs, fom or fums of money, whe- 
ther by bands, bills, notes, obligations, or other- 
wife or except of, retain, or keep any fee, gratui- 
ty, or reward, in jewels, eflefls, money, or obli- 
gations, or promifes, or afluranccs in money-wri- 
ting of any nature, or other thing whailocycr, 
which has been heretofore depofited for fervices 
promifed to be performed, or favours to be receiv- 
ed, or which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, re- 
ceived, or paid into my hands or cuftody, or to 
any other perfons in truft for me, nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons to re- 
ceive, take, or accent of the fame, or any part 
thereof by my authotity or influence, from any 
king, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, 
fouzdar, zemindar, or from any other perfon orper- 
Vons, natural-born fubjedls of ihe Eaft Indies, 
China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, no- 
minatjqn or quality foever, or from any ferv'ant or 
agent, or council of any king, prince, \i2ier, 
monfubdar, nabob, dewar, fouzdar, zemindar, 
exceeding tho value or amount fpecified in our co- 
venants with the fald united company j the full in- 
tent and meaningof this oath being; and Ido moft 
folsmoly fwear, that my full and true interefl; and 
meaning is, that in confidcration of the fum of one 
and one eighth per cent, upon the revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orifta, (fave and except the reve- 
nues of the lands of the faid united company at 
Calcutta, Burdwan, Mtdnapore and Chittagong,) 
to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly or yearly 
paymenis, during the time I Jhall continue to be 
pufidenc and governor of Fort ■William ; and like- 
wifc m uonfidcration of my falary, ftated allowan- 

r . CC? 
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feh ami cotflmlffion upon the mint, coraVand upon 
Ireight goods ; and ten per cent, intereft, orpre- 
miutn, upon any fum ot fums of money I /hall, ot 
im>y hereafter lend, advance or place out at inter- 
cft as before-mentioned, no other emolument ot 
advantage whatfoever, fliall in any wife howfoe- 
er, direftly or indireftly, arife or acrue unto me; 
™y heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, or to any 
er perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
imp trom me, either from my office, or for, dr by 
ca on or means of the influence and authority, I 
have as prefldent and governor of Fort William. 

or knoiiingly permit any other perfon to recent 
an^ nil “ =“*'■“‘=‘8' from 'he difpofal of 

vein ^ ®r office, to any*^ Euro- 

fhe com P"*®" whatever, in or out of 

timr the 'hraugh, or aa in any refpea du. 
governor n?p \ ^ .aoh'inue to be prefldent and , 
lovenan? rf T ®®""ary 'o any article, 

the tme I’nr agreement contained in.' or 

bearing and meaning of a certain indenture, 
fand ^ ^ I oaober, one thou- 

-cmintd '‘i and maile oy 

aomnanv nf !h ho'w'on the fatd united 

f“lly Per/brmte'fii;;"’ ‘ 

J Clive. 

John Holme, licgiftcr, 
Where- 



^Vhereupon tfie faid deed or writing, wiis pul?- 
llcly, audible, and diftin&ly read over in the fpicl 
court, and immediately afterwards the faid affida- 
vit, or oath inwruingwas alfo publicly audible 
and diftinftly read over in ihefaid court, and then 
and there duly taken, and fworn to by him the faid 
Robert lord Clive. 


I John Holme, regifter of the honourable the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta at Fore William in Ben- 
gal in the Eaft Indies, do hereby certify and ar- 
teft, that the aforegoing writing is a true copy of' 
the proceedings of the faid court, holden onWed- 
refday the firft day of Odober, in the year of our 
lord, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, to 
fee the right honourable Robett lord Clive, prefi- 
dent or governor of Fort Wilham in Bengal afore- 
faid, take an oath, or make affidavit in the faid 
court, and execute a deed, or covenant, in a lame 
jaenaUy which are expefted and intended to be ta- 
ken, or fworn to and renewed, or executed bv all 
future governors or Prefidents of Fort William in 
Bengal and alfo of the faid deed and 

Oath, or affidavit. 



In faith and teftimony M hereof 1 

have hereunto fet my hand, (and 

canfed the real of the faid court to 

ssas;.*,?""'"*"- 


John Holme, Regider; 
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‘At a feleit committee, the. i6th of January 1767, 
present, jhe right honourable lord Clive, prefi 
dent ; Harry Vcrelft, Jifq; brigadier general 
Carnac ; Francis Sykes, Elq, 

The right honourable the prefident delivered in the 
following letter. 

To.Harry yetelft, ECq; See.’ members of the fele<ft 
, _ committee. 

. jGentleroen, 

You are not unacquainted with the foliciiations I 
have had the honour to receive from the court of 
directors, for my continuance in this government 
another year ; nor with the very fevere fit of ficU.- 
nefs which obliged me to inform them, by the^ 
Cruttendin that 1 had no profpedt of recovering 
health, or even of preferving life, but by an im- 
mediate embarkation for my native country. The 
refolution to leave Bengal, which the judgments of 
my phyfician declares, is Hill abrolutelynecvlTary, 
I (hould maintain, would give me great concern, 
were I not fully convinced that the country remains 
in perfeQ: tranquility, that theprbfperity of the com- 
pany’s affairs here is fixed upon a folid permanent 
bafis ; and that the gentlemen to whofe conduit 
they are entrufted, (I mean particularly the mem- 
bers of the feledt committee') will zealoufly unite to 
fupport that plan of government, which by means 
of cheir^ unwearied afliftance, 1 have had the ho- 
nour toeftablKh.. I cannot omit this opportunity 
VoL. IV. c ^ to 
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toexfrcfs the fatisfaftion I feel jn the refleftion, 
that I am fuccecdcd in, the high and important 
office of governor, by hir. Verelft : my knowledge^ 
of him, is not from the information ot other*;, but 
from mv own obfcrvation and experience ; and I 
am perfuaded his utmoft endeasours will be uffid 
to prove himfelf, iti every tefpeft, worthy the 
truft repoftd in him. 

The court of direftors, in their letter by the 
Mercur)’, feem to have left the continuance, or 
the abolifiiing of the feleft committee, to my de- 
termination, together with the forming fuch re- 
gulations as 1 may judge moft for the intereft 
of the company after my departure ; but as I 
would not exert a power which you may entertain 
a doubt of my being propcrl) authorifed to afiiime, 

I requeft, you will take 'into confide^.^tion the 
paragraphs relating thereto, and impartially de- 
clare your fenfe of the urenuons of the court of 
dircdors on this head. If you arc of opinion, 
fuch aulhotity is lodged with me, the following 
arc the regulations which Ipnipofcto cftablilh. 

The CNpcdicpcy of the mcalure being fclf-et i- 
dent, I do not hcfitate to pronounce, that the 
’ felcft committee muft be continued ; and I hope 
you will be consinced, that, in the nomination 
of the members, 1 have not been guided by friend- 
ffiip or partiality, but by the real merit and abi- 
lilies of indhiduals; they arctofhnd as follows; 

Harry Vcrclft, Llq, prefident ; 

John Carter, Efq. Col. Richard Smith. 

Francis Sykes, and Richard BccheT,Efqrs,” 


But 
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But as Mr. B^icher cannot be cxpeflieH to ai’rWe 
in Bengal before the months of July or Auguft; as 
the prefent fituation of the company’s aftaks re-* 
quire, that a felcdt committee Ihouldbe continued 
without rccefs or prorogation ; and as Colonel 
Smith and Mr. Sykes muftifcqliently be abfent: 
on the duties of their refpective appointments, fo 
that only MelTrs. Verelft and Carter will remain at 
the prefidcncy, I nominate Claud RuiTel, Efq. in 
whofe abilities, zeal for the fervicc, and integrit)', 
I have the greateft confidence to fill Mr» Becher*s 
feat in the committee until' his arrival ; Alexander 
Campbell, Efq; to have a voice in the abfence of 
Mr. Sj’kes, or any other member. ' 

This laft nomination I tliink due to a membcc' 
of the board, afttngas our fecretaiy, who has long 
adfed as one fuch at our particular defire, and 
uhofe knowledge of political affairs, necellarily 
acquire in ^thac ftation, muff, upoh many occa- 
fions, prove very iifeful to the committee. 

A\’itli refpedt to the regulations of the com- 
mittee, I have only to add, that Mr. VereJff, the 
governor, fhall ha\e power, upon fuch occafions 
as he flitll judge neceflary, to recall to the prcfi- 
dency, and to their leats, any of the abfent mem- 
bers. If any objedlion be urged to the continua- 
tion of Mr. Sjkes, I anfiver^ that his fituation of 
refident at the durbar,. the perfeft knowledge. he 
has acquired of the revenues, and his extreme at- 
tention, fidelity, and fkill,in the colledlion, makes 
tt requifitc for the public fer\ice, that.he ffiould 
remain, though abfent a member of the com- 
mittee. ' , , 


Perfonal 
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•* PctfomU merit will not elFeftuallv prevaiir un- 
lels it receives the fanftion of minlfterial import- 
•aiicc; and this committee being juftly conlidered 
’a cabinet of council, wherein the moft material 
political affairs are propofcd,^digeftecl, and de- 
termined upon, it folloxvs, that the relident at the 
durbar fliould be honoured with a feat and a vote, 
vhen public affairs require his prefence in Cal- 
cuitr. . 

' JufticetoM.R.Khawn, thenaib dewan, calls 
’Upon me to recommend him in the ftrongcfl.,ternis 
to the proteftion of this committee : his dili- 
gence, difmtcreftednefs, and abiliti??, exceed 
thofeof any other muffulman I have yet fecn. To 
him chiefty may be attributed the perfect know- 
ledge we have acquired of the revenues ,of Bengal 
andBahar; and that the colkiVions are cncreafed 
beyond what they ever produced, without oppref- 
fmg the inhibltants* Mr. Sykes, with uKom he 
has co-opcTatcd with fo much zeal for the public 
good, will, I am fare, juftify my recommenda- 
tion, and confefs, that his merit and fetviccs en- 
title him juftly to our regard. 

It will not, I prefume, be improper in this.ro 
obferve, that you ought not to be very tlcfirous of 
cncreafing the revenues, efpecially .where it. can’ 
only he cffe&cd by oppreffing thcjandholders and 
tenants : fo long^ as the country remains in peace, 
the colledlions will exceed the demands. If you 
cncrcafe the former, alargc.fum of money will 
either lay dead in the ttealury, or be fent out of, 
the country, and much inconvenience arife in the- 
fpace of .a few years. Every nation trading to the 
Baft-Indics have ufually impotted filver for a re- 
turn 
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turn in commodities. The acquifition of the dc- 
winnec has rendered this mode of traffic no 
lonn^er ncccffiry for the Engliflt comiway. Our 
nivcftments may be furntflted, our eipcnces, ci- 
\d and militarVi paid, and .a large quantity of 
bullion be annually, fent to Cliina, though we im- 
poit not a lingle dollar : an increafe ot rctenue, 
therefore, unlefs you can in proportion cncre.ife 
vour mveltihcnts, can anf\vcr no good purpofe, 
-but may in rhe’end prove extremely pernicious ; 
inafmuch, as icnia} diain Bengal of itsfilvcr,.3nd 
)ou will undoubtedly confider, that tlic exporta- 
tion of filter beyond the ((uahtity imported, is an 
evil which, though flow, and perhaps remote in 
its confequences,' will, ncvtythelefs, be fatal to 
the India company. This point, jrhcrcforc, I 
ieate to your, coirilant vigilance and. deliberay 
tion. ‘ ’ 

To tt hat I have urged in gwcral upon the ftib- 
jedt of regulations, I beg leave to add afeiy words, 
in relation tolone particular point. All the com- ' 
pan) ’s fervants at ihe auiungs' all thofe at the fac- 
tories, etcclit filch as aVe fi.vcci at the fubordinates,' 
and arc neccflarily employed in the filk bufiiiefs, 
all free merchants, muft be recalled, and their 
places of refidence confined to Calcuka ; orders 
for thispiirpofe have-already becn’ifTticd, and the. 
time for their being obeyed is limited ; hcreni no. 
confideration whatloever, fcarccly humanity iilZlf, 
except in a very extraordiinry inftance, fliotild 
tempt you to relax; forbe aflured, until'thefs re- 
gulations take place, the company xiannot be pro- 
perly fail! to injoy their juft rights and privi- 
‘ • ' ' leges. 
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leges, nor the natives to be maftcr of their own 
property. 

We have rcccKcd orders from the court of di- 
redtors ro aboll/h the ia!t trade ; thefe orders muft 
he juindiuali) obejed. But as I am of opinion 
that the trade upon its prefent footing is rather 
Wntficiai than ir\)V.rio\is to the inhabitants of the^ 
country, and chat a continuation of this indul- 
gence, or Tome other equivalent, is become abfo- 
hircly ncccflary, and would bean honourable in-' 
citerficnt to diligence and zeal in the company’s 
fcrticc. I {latter msfclf the court of direftots 
may i)e induced tofchle feme plan that will prove 
agreeable to >our fifties. 

(Signed) Clive/’, 

Tuc feUft committee obftrving, with the 
inoh concern, thecfftfls of this climate upon his 
lordlhlp’sconiiitution, and the jmponibility of his 
rrmriiung longer in the country' without imminent 
danger or his life, 

/Igrctcl, That we tike into confidcration the 
iHW.trs delegated by the honourable court of di- 
tv&ors to his lordlhip, as far as they may relate 
to the continuing, abolilliing, or regulating, the 
fclcil eomrnittcc at his dcpstluic. 

Accordirgly the folloaing paragraphs of the 
honourable coinpanv’s mftruttion to the prtfidenc 
and council, under the date, the tyth of May, 
v.crc tc30.—.“ The |>o’Acrs of the com- 
n. nee arc to remain in full force during Lord 
Ciiu i continuance in Bengal, but the contmittcc 
itud not be continued after hh departure, unkfa 
h- ball judge it for the intcfca and benefit of the 
company.” 
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company.” And further, tint, As in courfe 
of tiic important affairs which now come under 
cognizance of the committee, many uilforcfecn 
-accidents may arife^ Lord CUve ftiah therefore 
have pcrmiflion on his departure from Bengal, to 
make fuch regulations in the powers of the com- 
mittee as he fhall judge moft for the interefl of 
the company.” 

It appearing to the committee from the exprefs 
terms and meaning of the above paragraphs, chat 
the honourable court of dirc&ors have veiled X^rd ^ 
Clive with the full authority cither to abolilh the 
felefl: committee entirely, or at his departure, to 
continue it under fuch regulations as he may think 
moft conducive ro the fendcc. 

It alfo appearing to them of the laft importance 
to the honourable companj 's affairs, that the pu- 
blic bufinefs ftiould be conduced by the council 
and the committee, in the manner fpecified in our 
proceeding, the a ift of December, 1767. 

And it being likewifethe unanimous opinion of 
the committee, that his lordftiip has made a juft 
and proper felc^fion of the members who ?re*co 
compofe the future commitrce. 

Rcfolvcd, that after Lord Clive and General 
Carnac’s departure, the felcct committee fhall 
confiftofftve members, agreeable to the honoura- 
ble company’s orders, contained in paragraph 39, 
of the above-mentioned letter ; 'and that the mem- 
' bersfhiil be the following gentlemen, to Band in 
order in which tliey are meutioned, viz, 

Hany Vcrclft, Efq. prefidenr, John 'Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, Francis Sykes, Efq. and 
Richard Bcchcr, Efeu 


RefoU cd 
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RcfoU-td accotiJtogll, that Mr. Cartier fl'-all ha 
jmmediatel)^ called down from Dacca, tl' 
his feat at the board, on the departure of Lord 
Clive and General Carnac. . . i* 

RefoKed alfa, for the rcafons afligned m his 
loidfhip’s letter, that Claud Ruffell, Efc^. fli'iil ““ 
Mr. Bechet’s feat in committee, vniil that 
man’s arrital; rnd that Alexmcler Campbell, 
Efq. ihall hm-catolcc in the committee m the, 
ablcnce of Mr. Sj kes, or of any other member. 

Thefe appointments, as thej arc made without 
‘fiicndlhip or partiality to individuals, we doubt 
not, will meet with the approbation of our ho- 
nourable employers, and hilly anlvvcr the fenti-. 
mcnis which wc entertain of the zeal and obUltics 
of the feieral gcntlehien to promote the good of 
the fcrvice, and welfare of the public. ’ 

• And laftly, that the goictnor flull have power 
uponfuch occafions as he may judge nccetUry, to 
iccal the jiTclidency , and to their Icats, any of the 
abfent members of the committee. 

It being of the utnioft concei n to the compiny’< 
aflairs, that men of experience, of abilities, and of 
integrity, fliall alone be admitted to feats in the 
council: and the committee obferving with the 
deepeft regret the unfitoefsof fomc, and the youth 
of others, who Ihnd next in fuccclTion, it is here- 
by rcfolied, that no vacancies which may ante at 
tlic council hoard fhall be filled up, until the fur- 
ther plcafurc of the court of dircdtors be known. 

The honourable court of direftors having, in 
their letter to tlie fclcdh committe,abrolutely pro- 
'Kibitcdthc inland trade in fair, bcctlc-nur, md 
tobacco, 
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tofeacco, m any ihape, and npon any plan what- 
soever : 

Uefolved, that the Society of trade be abolifhed, 
and the inland trade totally relinquished, on the 
I ft day of September next, but that wc fully ex- 
prefs our fentimetits in our’ next advices to the 
company, rcfpe^Ing the advantages which would 
rcfult to the Service, and to tire company, from 
the continuance of this trade under the prefent 
reftriclions. 

The right honourable the prefidenr, conforma- 
ble to his reftriftivc oath, rclinquiftied the five 
fiiares to which he ts entitled in the capital ftock 
of the fociety of trade, as well as every other com- 
mercial benefit and advantage. 

llefolvcd, that wc afiign to his lordftiip, as an 
equivalent for the fame of one, i 4 upon the le- 
tcnucs of Bengal and Bahar, pa>mcnt to com- 
mence from the ift day of September laft, and to 
continue until the ift day of September enfuing, 
and as Mr, Verclft will have a charge of 'the go- 
vernment for feveral months after his lordfhip’s 
departure, without any cftabliftied fund for main- 
taining the cxpcnccs and dignity of the ftation. 

Reloivcd, that Mr. Vcrelll fhall, in like man- 
ner draw upon the commiflion of i 4 upon the 
revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until the month of 
September, after he {hall have refigned the go- 
vernment. 

(Sigac^) 

Clive, John Carnac,. 

H. \^erelft, Francis Sykes. 

VoL. IV. I) '■ 


Mayor'f 
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Maior’s Court at Cili,utti, it rort-Williara, 
in 

At 3 court held on Tiicfihy the 17th thy of 
Fcbrinry, in the fc\c*)th year of the rci^n of our 
fo\ ccign Lord Gtorpe the Third, by the gricc 
of God, of Grcit Britain, Frinct, nnd Irclmd, 
lung> Defender of the 1 aitli, and fo forth, ind 
in tiu ye^r of our Lord, One thouhndfe^cn hun* 
drctl ard fixt) rc\cn. * 

Prefenr, Thonns Wootlnard, F-fq Miyor. 

Wr. CotncAms GooAwni, Mr. David KiUican, 

Mr. Matthew Mdkr, Mr.Tho Irtnch, 

Mr Geo 1 car, ^ Mr. jofepS JckyU, 

Mr. Null. BoUs, Mr. John Reed. 

AUkrmcn. 

Tins being, the day ayipomtcd for the honoura- 
ble Harry Vcrclft, Ffej. who no governs' or 
prefidenc of I ofcAVilhini, m B ngal, aforcfaid, 
to take an oath, or make no alTidavu in the Pud 
court, and execute a detd or coicmnt, m a hrge 
pcndti, which arc c\pcftcd rnd mttniled to be 
t-ken or fnorn to, and rincwcd or c.' ccuccd by all 
future governors or prclidcnt of lortAVilliam, 
in Bengal, aforcfaid. 

The faid honourable Ilirr^ Vercift, Efq, np- 
peared in the faid court, attended bv colonel 
Bicbard Smith, Claud RuFell, Willnni /Mderfey 
1 horras Kelfdl, Charles Floytr and Alexander 
Campbell, Liquircs, and other covenanted fer 
vams of the hunourable company of m*rchants of 
E-Ti^ktid, 
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England, trading to the Eaft Indies,^ and oihsr“ 
principal inhabitants of Calcutta aforefaid,and then 
and there produced a certain d>td or writing which 
is contained in the following words : that is to fay. 

This Indenture made the feventeenth day of Fe- 
bruary, in the feventh year of the reign of our fo- 
vereign lord “George the third, by the grace of 
God, of Great-Britaln', France and Ireland, Icing, 
defender of the faith, Uc. and in the year of our 
lord, one thoufand leven hundred and hxty-feven, ^ 
Between the united company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft Indies, on the one 
part, and Harry Verdft, .Elq; prcfidcnt and go- 
vernor of Fort Wilharp, in the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, on the other, wtineiTeth, That in confidera- 
lionof the faid Harry VereUVs being prefident and 
governor of Fort William, and in conftderauon of 
the feveral funi and fums of Money to 'be recetv^ed' 
by him the faid Harry Verelft, in manner follow- 
ing; chit IS to fay, the fum of one and i per 
cent, upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar and 
Orixa, (faveand except the revenues of the lands 
of the faid united company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
Mldnapore, and Chittagong,) to be paid him in 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments during 
the time he fhall continue to be prefident and go- 
vernor of Fort William, aforefaid, and alfo in con- 
fidaation ofhisfalary, ftaled allowance, and com- 
■nvi'Sion oD ttic m'mi, coral, and upon fre'ig'ht goods, 
the laid Harry Verelft doth hereby for himfclf, his 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree, to, and with the faid united 
. company 
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company and tlieir fucccflbrs, tV^an the faid Harry 
Vetelft,* during the time he Jhall coniiniie lo bo 
prefu!ent and governor of Fort William aforerakf, 
ihall notdireAly, or Indiredly, upon any pretcr.ee 
or pretext whaifoever» carry on, ufe, or cxercife, 
any trade or commerce in the v.ay of a merchant, 
orothertvife traffic, adveniurcor trade m any coni- 
modhies whatfoever, at, ro, in, or from the Eaft- 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or in any part* 
thereof, or ellev/heic, between the Cape ofiGood 
Hope, and the Streights of Magellan (either on 
Ills own account, or in company with, or for, or on 
account of any other perfon or perfons, in any arti- 
cle of meichandi 2 e whaifocvcr, fave and except for 
the benefit of the Enghffi Eaft India company, and 
'except in fucb goods, concerns, and merchandize, 
as Ihall be commenced, remaining in hand unfold 
3t the lime he the-faid Harry Verelft comrncnced. 
ptcfident and governor of Fort 'WiUiarD, and 
wherein he now hath any fhare or intere/l, which 
only he Ihall 'or may fell, barter, ordifpofeof, or 
give commiffions or directions for felling, barter- 
ing or difpofing of the fame, for the conclufion of 
the faid concerns. And further, five and except, > 
and it Is the true intent and meaning hereof,' ihac 
nothing fiiall extend, or be confiruld to extend, 
to prevent, preclude, or hinder him the faid Harry' 
Verein, from purebafina: diamonds or other preci- 
ous ftones (provided he doesnotdifpofe of the fame 
by way of barter or fale here, or in any otherparc 
of the Eaft. Indies, orfrotnfeifdmgorrernitting his 
• efiate and fortune to England by bills, or in any 
Other fliape whaifotver,^ nor barter, fell, or ex- 
• change 
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change any kind of goods, v/ares, or merchandize, 
nortxcept from, nor gWeto any perfon or perfons 
commiflions for managing dr iranfafting bufincfsor 
affairs of tnerchandize fexceptas before is excepted j 
and the faid Harry Vetelft doth hereby further co- 
venant, promife, and agree, to and ^vith the faid 
united company, and their fucceflorS, that the faid 
Harry Vcrclft, fhall not, nor will himfelf, nor 
fhall wittingly or willingly permit -or fuffer any 
other perfon in hU name, or lo his ufe, to advance, 
lend or place out any fum or fums of money, at 
greater rate, premium or intereft, than 12 percent, 
per annum, fo that the lead Interefl:, flmre, porti- 
on, or dividend, or any other profit, advantage, or 
emolument whatfoever, ftall in refpedt thereof, ex* 
cctciing the faid premium, or intereft of 12 per 
cent, per annum, as iaforefaid, arlfe or accrue unto 
him the faid Harry Vcrelft, his' heirs, ejiecutors,'^ 
or adminiftratOTS, contrary to the true Intent and' 
fpitit of the oath lierconlo annexed. And the faid 
Harry Verelft duth hereby further covenant and 
agree, that he fhall not, nor will not, upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, direftly or indi- 
reftly, acetpt, take, or receive, nor knowingly, ' 
wittingly, or willingly fufFer or permit to be ac- 
ceptedj taken, or received, by any perfon or 
, perfons, for his ule, or in rruft for him, his heirs, 
executors and admimftrators, dr for any other per- 
fon or perfons whatfoever, out of perfonal friend- 
fhip to them, or rpgard to his own intereft, di- 
teftly or indireiflly, any jewels, cffe< 9 :*«, fum or 
of money, whether by bonds, bills, notes, 
obligations, or promifes of aflurance of money in 



t J 

' writing, of any nature or thing whatfoctcr, u hicli 
has been heretofore depofited for ferMces promi- 
led to be performed, or favours to be received, or 
which (haU hereafter be depofited, lent, received, 
or paid into the hands or culVody of any other 
perfjn or perfons in truft for him, nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or per/ons to rt- 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame, or any part 
thereof by hts authority or innuencc from any king, 
prince, vificr, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, fouz- 
dar, Zemindar, or from any otlier perfon or per- 
fons, natural-born, fubjefts of the Eaft Indies, 
China, Pcrfia or Mocho, of what degree, deno- 
mination or quality foever, or from nny fervant or 
agent, or council of any kng.pnnce, vizier, nion- 
fubdar, nabob, devtati, fouidar, ot zemindar, ex- 
ceeduii; the value or amount fpectfied m the cove- 
nants with the fad united company , -and the faid 
Harry Vtrclft doth further covenant and agree, 
that no other emolument or advantage whalfocver, 
faccepting as herein excepted) (hall in any wife 
hoivfoever, dircSly or indireflly, arife or acrue to 
him, hts heirs, executors or admtniflracors, nor 
will he the faid Harry VereKl, receive or know- 
ingly permit any other perfon to receive any fee, 
gratuity, or advantage from the difpofal of any 
place, employmeni, or oihee to any Luropesn, or 
any other pufon whatever, in or out of the com- 
pany’s fervice, except what has been or (hall bo 
eftabUdved or approved of by the honourable the 
court of dircflors, or by the prefidcnt and council 
for the time being. And in order, to a difcovery 
to, and fatisfaftionfoxany adlings or doings of the 
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faK\ Harry Verelft’s, or breach of any coven^nr, ' 
claufe, article, or agreement herein contained, 
contrary lo the true intent and meaning hereof •, it 
is hereby agreed, that it fhall and may be lawful 
to and tor the fald united company and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, to exhibit, or file any b'U or bills of cum- 
plaint of dilenvery in his mijefiy’s court of chan- 
cery or exchequer, at Wcftmtnfier, or by three or 
more of the council at Fort William fur the time 
being, on behalf of chefiij united company, in the 
honourable mayor’s court for the town of Calcutta 
at Fort William aforefaid, or by any other perfon 
or perfons svhaifotvcr, agatntl him the faid Harry 
Vcrelft. his executors, or admmidrafors, w here- 
unto the faid Harry Verelft, doth hereby agree, 
that he will not demur nor plead in barof ihedifco- 
very or relief fought by foch bill or bills that here- 
by he is, may, or (hall become liable to any pc- 
'nalty or forfeiture, by force of any law or fiatute, 

‘ bond, covenant, agreement, or othcrwlfc howfoe- 
ver, but Iball make and pur in a full and pcrfcft an- 
fwer and anfwcrs to all the parts thereof, and Ihall 
not, in fnch anfwcr or anfw'crs, infill upon any pe- 
nalty, forfeiture, law or ftatutc, bond, covenant 
or agreement; or allcdgo any matter whatlbcvcr, 
whereby to prevent, or preclude the faici 
company, or any other perlbn or perfons, from 
the difeovery or relief fought, or to be fought, by 
fuch bill or bills as aforefoid, and for the true, full, 
and faithful performance of every article, claufc, 
covenant, promife, and agreement, herein con- 
tained, and the true intent and meaning thereof, 
on the pate and behalf of the faid Harry VcrclO, 
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lie the fa'id Harry Verelft doth hereby bind and 
oblige himfelf, his heirs, executors, and admini- 
ftrators, unto the faid united company, and their 
fuccefibrs, in the penal fvim of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds of (awful money of Great 
Lrttain, to be recovered, in cafe the fald Harry 
Verelil (hall aft contrary'to the true intent and 
meaning of thefe prefents, one third part of the 
faid fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
llerling to be paid, and be payable to fuch per- 
fon or perfons as niallfoe for the fame, after infor- 
mation and full proof fhall be made thereof in the 
court of chancery, exchequer, or the mayor’s court 
at Calcutta, or before the covui>^of direftors of the 
faid united company and their fuccefibrs, or before 
the council of h'ott WilHam aforefaid, and the rc- 
mairing two third pans thereof, fhall be paid to 
and for ihs ufc of the faid united company and theic 
fuccefibrs. 

In witnefs whereof, the prefident and council of 
Fort 'William, in behalf of the- faid united Eafl: 
India company, have hereunto fet their hands and 
the firal of the faid company, on the one part, and 
the faid Harry 'Verelil has fit his hand and feal on 
the other part, this feventeenth day of February, iii 
• the year of our lord, one thouiand feven hundred 
and fixty-feven. Provided alv.'ays, and it is here- 
by underftood and provided. That if any orders or 
direftions fiiould arife from the honourable the 
court of direftors relative to any appointrnents, 
for the fuppoir, mainKnaoce, and emoluments of 
the prefiJent. and governor of Fort William, 
uhich the faid prefident may prefer to the confi- 
dcration 
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deration fpccified in this indenture, and the oath 
annexed, fliall be -void and of none effedt. 


H. Verelft. 



Signed, fealed, and delivered, in Calcutta, tho 
day and year above written (where no ilamp pa- 
peris to be hadj in the prefence of usj . 

H. Verclft, ‘ Richard Smith, 

Claud RulTel, Wm. Aldeifey,r ' 

Tho. Kelfail, ^ Charles Floyer, 

' Abx, Campbell. 


Semion Drox 
William Wynne, 
Gerd. Guft, Ducarel. 



Ac which time It was declared by tho faid Harry 
^ereliV, on hts parr, and the prefident and council 
then prefent, on the behalf of the honourable Eaft 
India company, that though no time E\mentioned 
m the faid indenture for Blinga bill of difcovery, or 
commencing any other profecution agamft the Ihld 
Harry VercTft for breach of any of the covenant’s 
VoL. IV. E herein 
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herein contained, )Ct h is intended and underftoedy 
and hereby declared and agreed by ihc faid prefi^ 
dent and council, and it is the true intent and 
meaning of the faid deed, that no fuch bill Hiali 
be hied, or profecotion connnienced, againlt the 
faid Harry VereUb, for ibs purpofes aforefaid, un- 
lefs the fame fliaU be filed or comme^cd v ithm 
three years next after the faid Harry Verclft fliall 
rtfign or quit the prefidency of Fore William in 
Bengal aforefaid : and’at the fame lime, lie tie 
faid Harry Verelft produced a certain alTidavic of 
oath in writing, annexed lO the before-mentioned 
deed or willing, which Is contained in the follow- 
ing words i that U to Ciy, 

I, Harry Vereia, prefideht and gotrernor of 
Fort William In the kingdom of Bengal, in the 
Haft Indies, do voluntarily of my oMnfrcei.dll 
and accord, moft folemnly and Imcfitcly fv.ear, 
teftify and depofe, in the prefence of Almighty 
God, that I will not, from this time forward, du- 
ring my continuance as prefident and governor of 
Fort 'WiUiam, direftly, or indire£ily, carry’ or 
ufe, or excrclfe any trade or corrtmeice in the way 
"of a merchant, or otherw ife traffic, adventure, or 
trade in any commodities whaefoever, at, to, in, 
or from the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia,‘or Mocha, 
or in any pan thereof, or elfcwhcrc, between the 
Cape of Good Hope and theSireighis ofMagellan, 
either on my own account, or In company with, or 
on account of any other perfon or perfons, in any 
I article of merchandize wbatfoever, fate and ex- 
cept for the benefit of the Englifii Eaft India com- 
pany, and except in fuch goods, concerns, and 
merchan- 
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nrrcliandizes, as fhill be remaining m hand and 
unfold at the time I ccftnmenced prefident end go- 
vernor of Fort Wiliam, and whereas 1 now have 
no (hare or intercft^, v hich only 1 Ihall or may fell, 
barter, difp'^f of, or gwe commifEons or direc- 
tions for felling, barreling, or di/pofing of the fame 
for the conclufiofi of the laid concerns. And fur- 
ther, favc and eycept, and it is the true intent and 
meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained fhall 
extend, or be conftrued lo extend, to pmenr, 
preclude, Or hinder me frompurchafing diamonds, 
or other precious ftones, provided I do no difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale here, or m 
any other part of the Eaft Indies, or from fending 
or remitting my eftate and fortune to England by 
bills, onn any other (hapewhatfoever and that I 
will notdircdlly or indireAly, from henceforward, 
during my continuance as prefident and governor 
of Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor 
Wittingly or niUingly permit or fuffer any other 
perfbn or perfons, m my name, or to my ufe, to 
advance, lend, or place out, any fum or fums of 
money, at any rate, premium or mtereft, exceed- 
ing twelve percent, per annum, fo that the lead 
jnrereft, (hare, portion, dividend, or any other profit, 
advantage, or emolument whatfoever, (hall m re- 
fp“£t thereof, exceeding the premium or mtereft of 
t\/elvc per cent. p*r annum, above mentioned, 
arife, or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, contrary to the true intent and fpi- 
t\t of this oaih And 1 do moft folemnly fwear,^ 
that I w lU not, upon any account or pretence vvhat-*^ 
foever, direcUy or mdireftly accept, nlve, or re- 
ceive, nor knowingly, wjttiiigly or willingly fuffer 

or 



■ ( 4® ) 

(ir permlt.to.'be accepted, taken, or received, bv. 
CTy perfon Or perfons, in truft for me, my Jlclr^; 
executors, or admmifiraiors, for any other perfon 
or perfens whatever, out of perfonal friendihip to, 
them, or regoid to my own intereft, dite&ly or in- 
ditcdly,, any jewels fum or fums of mo- 

ney, 'wucther by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, 
or promires'or alTurances of money in writing of 
any nature or other thing whatfoever, which h-’s 
, been heretofore depofited for fervices promifcd to 
be performed, or favours to be received, or which 
ihall hereafter be depofited. lent, received, or pain 
into my hands or cuftody, or to any other per- 
sons ’in iruflforme; nor knowingly permit', or’ 
fuffer any ocher pe'ribn or perfons to receive,'’ 
take, ot except of the fame, or. any part there- 
of by my authority or infiuence, from any 
Icing, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dew- 
an, fouzdar, ot zemindar, or from any other* 
■perlon or'pctfons, nacuraUbom fubjedts of chc‘ 
£3ft Indus, China, Peffia, or Mocho^ of what 
degree, nomination, or quality focyer, or from 
any fervant, agent, or council of any king:, prince, 
vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, Youzdar, or 
zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fpeci* 
fied incur covenantswiib thefaid united company, 
the full intent and meaning of this oath beio", and 
Ido moil folcmnlyfw’car, thatmyfull, truiTmtenc 
and meaning is, that in confideVaiionbf the fum of 
one and one-cighth per cent, upon the revenues of . 

Eshac and Onffa, (fave and except the re- 
venues cf the lands of the laid united company at 
Cii.mta, Hurdwan, Midnaporc, and ChluagongV 

to 



but tbst I wil\ ttuly and faithfully perform ths 
fime, prOTiJed ala-ays, and it is hereby under- 
ftood id provided, that if any orders or dircaions 
ihall arrive from the honourable the court of direc- 
tors relative to any appointments for the fdpport, 
maintenance and eiti6luments of the prcfident and 
governor of Fort WiUiara, which the faid' prefi- 
dent may prefer to the confiderations fpecified in 
this oath, that then, and in fuch cafe, the above 
oath and indenture ftall be void and of. none 
cffeift. 

, So help me God. 

H. Vercin:. 

Svsornm the court this feventeenth 
day of February, m the' year of our ^ 

lord, one thoufand feven hundred ^ / 

and fixty*fevcn, 


• • John Holme, regllVer. 

^ ^Vhereupon the fald deed or writing was pub- 
licly, audibly, and diftinftly, read over in the 
fad court, and immediately afterwards the fatd 
afTilavitof oath In writing was alfo' publicly, au-" 
dibly and dihliifily read over in the fald court, and 
then and there duly taken and fworn to by him the 
faid Harry Vcrclft. t 

“ 1 John Holme, rcglfter of the honourable the* 
major’s court at Calcutta ai'Fort Wllhm in Bcn- 
gal, in the Eaft Indies.- do hereby certify and at-' 
trU, that the foregoing writing is a true copy of 
the proceeding of the Cxid court, held onTuefday 

the 
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the feveweemli day of Fchniaiy', in the year of our 
lord, oneiliouland feven hundred and fixty-fcven’' 
io fee the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq- prefil 
dent or governor of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
laid, take an oath, or made an affidavit in the faid 
court, ahd execute a-deed or covenant in a large 
penalty, which are eipeifted and Intended .to be 
taken .or fworn to, and.rencwcd or executed by all 
future governors or prefidents of Fort William ip 

fodSitr'"'"' oath 


In faith and teftimony 
\vncreof, I have hereunto 
fet my hand, and caufed 
the leal of the faid court to 
1 be hereunto put and affix- 
ed, this iwcnty-ihird day 
of March, in^ the yea^ 
of our lord, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty- 
feven. •' ‘ 


' *> , , John Holme, regifter.' 

B'ncral letteP to Bengal 
; dated the twentieth ol November, lySy. ^ ’ 

neral.andoffalrin r. • , in ce- 

in particular, we are the more con- 
vinced^ 
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vlrrcffi oT ths abfolute nfccfijty of excluding all 
pcrfom whaifocver, excepting the natives only, 
■from being conccrr.ctl therein ; and we accordingly 
hereby ratify and confirm the orders we gave in 
our letters of the loth of February, and the feven- 
tcenth of May, one ihoufand ieVtn hundred and 
fixty*fix; that no company’s fervant, free>mer-» 
chant, or any Furopsan, iliall in any mode or fhape 
aslntfocvcr, cither by thcmfclvcs ^or agents, di- 
rcftly or indirtftly, trade in, or be concerned in 
an inland trade, infalt, beetle-nut, tobacco, or in 
any othcr^articlcs produced and confumed in the 
country, and fuch trade is hereby abolilhcd and 
put a iinal end to, agreeable to our .before-men- 
tioned orders : any further, if any of the before- 
mentioned fliall/dircAly or indirectly, -catry on, 
or be concerned in fuch inland trade, or infarnsing 
the calUiies, ormaUngfaUsj if a company's fer- 
^’3nt he is to be immediately difmincd the compa- 
nj’sfcrvice, and from all others the company’s 
jiroteftion is 10 be forthuiih -withdrawn. 

Havin" thus prohibited our fervants from being 
conserneu m tlie inland trade, the allowance of 
on- one-eighth p*r ccnt.comminTionon the dewan- 
n;e rertnuss, Ictikd by you on the governor, for 
ichrquhhing all (hare in the fait trade, is abfoluie- 
ly to determine and ccafc upon the fufi day of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand ieven hundred and fixtv- 
fesen. . 

1‘aft experience hasfo imprefisJ us with Ucas of 
the neccfiity of confining our tervants s'^d Furo- 
iKins rcfvitng under ourptottclun, within the an- 
i:c:l Unuuo; our cximand import trade, that we 
, • , look 
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Ibol: on every innbvauori in tKo inland trade, as an 
intrulion on the natural right of the natives of the 
fcountry, who now mOrc particularly claim our prcT- 
tedion ; and we clleem it as much our duty to 
maintain this barrier between the two commercial 
rights, as to defend the provictes from foreign, in* 
•vafions, 

Our principal objedh being the cafe and conveni- 
fencics of the natives, v;ehave conlidcred in what 
manner thfe important trade in fait can be carried on; 
fo as to fupply the whole country with this material 
neceflary of life, on the eafieft terms, and the 
l^aft liable to oppreffion; ■' 

For this purpofe we direft, that the fait trade 
be laid open to the natives in general, under the 
following regulations, vi^. »That all the callaries or 
/alt-pans within the company's jurlfdidion in the 
Calcutta, Fergunnah's and the company's lands, 
and the provinces of Burdwati,' Midnapore, Chit- 
tagong, be put up to public fale, at their refpec- 
tive capitals^ and fold to the beft bidder, fivetcal- 
larles in each lot/ and that no one perfon be allow- 
ed to take more than thirty lots, which' we judge 
will enable him to make about forty-five thoufand 
fix fifty thoufand bu2ar maunds of lalt in the yeary 
and that two months notice be given all over the 
country before the fale begin, -and aU Europeans 
are hereby cjtpiefsly prohibited from being bid- 
ders at fuch fales, or holding any of the falt-woiks 
in their hands, either dircftly or Indirci^ly. 

If there are any caUaiks under the junfdiftion o£ 
the nabob's government, the fame method U to be 
recommended to the adrainidration at Murflii- 
dabad. 

‘ VoL. IV. f 


It 
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The colle^ling the fiid duty, we conceive, will 
fall under rhe orders of the government of Murfha- 
dabad, and it ^\lU be accounted for in tl e revenues 
^of thedewannee. 

That all makers of fait be obliged to deliver eve- 
ry year anaccouniTof tbe quantitj of fait thev hav^ 
made, and at what phecs the fame has been landed, 
which mult appear upon the face of jour proceed- 
ings 

If any boats arc found fmugghng of fair, the 
fame to be confifeated to the govenment, boat and 
fair, which will prevent the owners of the boats 
from receiving any fait that has not paid the duty, 
and that notice of the fame be publilhed all over 
the country 

1 hit all foreign fait hnded in Bengal pay the 
before mentioned duty, or more, if it fliould be 
found nec-fpiry, for the encouragement of the mi- 
nufaftures in Bengal. 

To prevent all abufes of the Englifh mfiuenc?, 
we think: it proper to enjoin, and the fame is ac- 
cordingly to b- made known m the moft public 
manner, ihac any boir, having fait on board, hoift- 
ing EngUIh colours, or pretending to an Englifh 
dufluck, Ihall be liable to coniiicauon, togeih r 
with the cargo, and the nabob’s miniftcrs will 
fcize the fame, as forfeited to the government. 

Having eftabhfhed ihefe regulations for the falc 
traia, we now conhrm our ordt-rs for the prohibi- 
tion of our fervants engaging m all other inland 
trad--, m articles produced and confumed in rhe 
country, fave only fuch articles as are for cxpo'ta- 
tioT by fhipping to a foreign market, which will be 
ptuled to an Englifh duHuck, as part of the ex- 
port; 
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port trade within the intention of the? fijrmaund J 
-and here we-remark wuh feme furprlfe in the com- 
nvUtees proceedings of the sad of Oftober, that 
beetle-riot and tobacco are among thofe articles, 
which is contrary to the fpitit of tnc firniaund, 
and the tenor of our orders. 

The duties to he collected on the other inland 
trade III fall under the dlrcftlon of the admini- 
ftration at Murdiadabad, in which you will recom- 
mend the fame Intention to the good of the natives, 
as we have in thefe regulations for the fair trade. 

We hope this freedom of trade will be the means 
* uf keeping fakata low price, but if ever it Ihould 
be fold at the places we have limited, at, or above 
one hundred and forty ficca rupees, /or one hun- 
dred buzar maunds, including the duty,- we {hall 
efleem ic too high a price for the natives to pay ; 
snd we do cxpe5, that under your influence, and 
that of the Murfhadabad adminldration, the price 
never exceeds one hundred and forty ficca rupees, 
unlcfs in the cafe of fome general calamity v for 
Wc had rather the duty" fliould be diminiflicd, than 
fait (liould exceed that price. 

As the trade of our fervants is to be confined to 
the articles of import and export only, in which 
they will be conGderably afFtdled by the great de- 
mands for extending the company’s invcflment', 
and confidcring ihe great increafe of bufinefs* in 
which our principal lervaots are necelTanlv enga- 
ged, and which demands their utmoft care and at- 
leniion, we arc come to a rcfoluuon to give them a 
reafonable encouragement to exert ihcmfelves with 
zeal and alacrity in their fcveral departments, but 
which they are to look upon as a free gif: from the 
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Band of their employers* offered to them annually, 
To Jong as the prefenc revenues fliall remain with the 
company, and their behaviour, fliali continue , to 
perit fuch a reward. 

That you draw out an annual account of the Turns 
recclvkl fcom the dewannee, deducing thereout 
the ftipulated payments to the king and the nabob, 
and the allowances to the nabob’s miniftersi alfoof 
the revenues of the provinces of Burdwan, IWid- 
iiapore, Chittagong, and the Calcutta pergunnahs, 
from which are to be deducted lord Clive’s jaghirc, 
and the ordinary charges o( collecting. 

Upon the amount of the fald net revenues ydu 
arc hereby Indulged to draw a commiflion of two 
and an half per cent. ' . . 

The funi which ftrall be the produce of the faid 
two and one half pec cent. U to be divided into one 
hundred parts or Jhares, which parts or Jhares are 
b be appropriated in the following manner, viz, 

* The governor 15 to have thirty-one lharcs. 

. 'I'he Iccoad in council, four and a half ditto. 

The reft of the fclcft committee, not havi/iga 
chief fliip, each three and a halfdiito. , . 

The reft of llic council not having a cliicf thip, 
each one and a half ditto. . • ,, 

For it is our raeming and direifllon,'that the 
chltfs of Cofilnibuzar, Patna, Dccca, and Chitra- 
f-oni’i are not to luve any proportion of the faid 
ibarc?. ' 

Hfing convinced that the employ of rcfidenc 
at ihe durbar and .chief of Coftimbuzer cannot from 
the importance and extent of the bufinels of each 

depart- 
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derirtmcnt be properly executed by one.perfon, 
\re therefore direft ih-Jt they be from this time for- 
'\\ard fcpcratedj and that fbme other members of the 
council be appointed to the faid cbief/hip*_ We 
do not mabe this regulation from any failure of ac- 
tention on the pact of Mr. Sylces, with whofe ton- 
du£t SVC are petfedl:ty fatlshed. 

And in confideration of the extraordinary trou- 
b’e and aticnuon which the tcfident at the durbar, 
muft neceflarily have tn the due execution of that 
important poft j we dlrcft thathe be allowtid four 
fbaras and an half 5 but this is to be urvderflood to 
be in full, and'mftead of fuch (bares as are afiigned, 
as above-mentioned, to his rank in council, or as 
snembet of the feleft committee,; > 

Tbttiargc ptoportion a\\oued to tbe goverrer in 
the before-mentioned comminion of 2 per cent, 
is in confideration of his rchnquilbing, nrd not be- 
ing concerned in any trade whatever, even in arti- 
chsof imponand export ; and all prefeni or other 
giaiiScations as cxprclfed in the deed of renundn- 
tionin youT proceedings of the aad of September 
•1766, which wheTc approved and confirmed, and 
diicdted, that all governors do cxeciue tlielibe in- 
’ftiumtnt on their entering into their ofhre, our in- 
ducement for annexing fo great an appointment to 
thcdat.onof prefideni and governor, is in full cx- 
pti^ition of his giving up his whole time and at- 
tention 10 the faithful difeharge of his duty, and 
that bting cycluded from all trade himfclf, he may, 
and wc according!) depend, that he be vigilant in 
V ychmg and deicaing all abufes committed bv 
others. 
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You arc to obferVe, that the fbares of thecom- 
luKBon here fpecified for the governor is additional 
to his prcfent falary of three thoufand pounds pet 
annum, and bis mint duty and confulage, and the 
fhares to the other fervaius, are to be an addition 
to their prefent appointments of falary, diet, mo- 
ney, and the pofts they may refpedtively hold, ex- 
cepting the chieflliips, as before excepted ; 

We have now to add, and wc accordingly dlre£t, 
that the before-mentioned commifficn of 2 -I per 
cent, do commence from the firft day of Septem- 
ber lydy, but as we have before ordered that the 
allowance made to the governor of one and one 
eighth per cent, on the dewannee revenues is abfo- 
lutely to determine and ceafe on that day ; We 
further direiff, that from thefaid firft day of Sep- 
tember laft, from the time of the arrival of ihefe 
advices, .an allowance of one and one-eighth pec 
cent, on the company’s ’nett territorial revenues be 
maJe to the governor, and that tlicn the fum arifing 
from the remaining one and three-eighth per 
cent, (^whiclr complcats the 2 ^ per cent, commif- 
hon) be proportionated among our principal fer- 
vants civil and military, prorata, according to the 
refptftive fhares allotted them by our prefent ap- , 
pointmtnij and )ou arc to take notice, that from 
and after your receiving ihefe difpatchcs, the a- 
mount of the 2*1 per cent. ccmmifGon, to be ap- 
propriated in the manner before direfted. 

From an etlimare uc have made of the amount 
Si’id df/Jffbation of the corrmilTion of the before- 
mentioned percent, ■wefind that a confidera- 
blc fum will Uill remain unappropriated. 

This 
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TKis futp^us IS to be carried to tlii; company s 
bredit, under the head of unappropriated commif- 
fion, until )'OulhaU receive further orders from us^ 
concerning the difpt^iion of Iti 

Extradtof the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
i6th of March 1768, 

It being rcafonable that our civil and military 
fervants, under the prefidenctes of Fort St. George 
and Bombay, fhould, in fome degree, be put on a 
limilar footing with yout’s, to encourage them like-, 
wife to exert their utmoft endeavours to fetvc ihtf 
company with teal and alacrity, in the prefent ex- 
tenfxve and important fituatlon of their affairs, tve 
have conflituted an annual fund of fixty thoufand 
Current pagodas for that purpofe, arifingout of the 
territorial revenues at Fort St. George j butas there 
is no refourcc of that kind at Bombay, the fund 
for that prefidency muft arifa from our revenues in 
Bengal ; we have therefore direfted them to draw 
upon you for one lack, and one third of Bengal 
current rupees annually, fo long as the cotnpany 
fnall be pofiVfTcd of the den annee revenues, and 
you are accordingly punftually to comply with the 
faiddraft', nhich faid fum is to be proportioned 
out among your civil and military fervants at thac 
prefidency, upon a plan fomewhat fimiJar ro that' 
fettled for Bengal* 

In our letter of the iolh of November, we fet- 
tled the falary and allowance for prefident VerelO, 
and every future governor of Bengal ; and you are 
acquamted that the large (hare then allotted him of 
the comraifiion on the revenues, xvas in confidera- 
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of his relinquifhing being concerned in every 
Ivind of trade wliatever \ and all prefents'^nd other 
gratifications, as fpecified in the deed of renuncia-‘ 
tion entered on your confuhations the 22d of Sep* 
fember 176(5, which we dircdtcd lliould be execu- 
ted by your future governor's. 

We have fince, upon our mature confideration 
of tlie faid deed, caufed a more proper inftrumeat 
to be prepared for the fame purpole, and no\7 
iranfmit copies thereof, that the fame may be en- 
grofild and duly executed by Mr. Vfirelft immedi- 
ately, and by every future governor, on his fucceed- 
ing to that flation, the governor is to execute this 
deed in ttipUcate, two of which are to be fent to 
us by different Ibips, and the third bept bv you ia 
your treafure cheft, that they may be ready to be 
made ufeof, either by us or you, if necciTary. 

Extraft of the general letter from Bengal, dated 
ihc 2d of February, 1769. 

When the importance of this government is 
‘ confideted, by the intereils that yourfelves and the 
nation have in its profpemy, every mode of fop- 
port that can be given for its ftabiUty, ought fully 
and impartially to be difeuded ; an uniformity of 
conduct, a proper luppori in the executive power, 
and an inequality in thcdiftributionof rewards dlf- 
fufed among the fevcral members who compofe 
your board in general, promife bell to fecure that 
harmony, fo ellentlal to give weight to its refolu- 
tions, and preferve that xcfpefl by which govern^- 
mcnc is to be maintained. 

VoL. lY. G 


3Vhen 
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V» hen public gTa«6c2Uons are made, they arc 
fuppofed to be marks for dlftinguifhcd mcrir, of 
pre-eminence of ftation ; and ^rVlcn no paniculat 
afts of former arc affigned, they HI always be 
confidcred in the latter point of view : As fuch, 
honourable firs, we could wiflr that In appropria- 
ting the fbares of your indulgence from the reve- 
nues, you had not excluded the chiefs of the fubor- 
dinates, reflrlftcd in trade, as they, as well as all 
your fervants, have been by your late directions j 
they fiiare a burthen of the public du^y equally 
with thofe who you have indulged, without any fu- 
petior bentfus. This hath been reraonftrared to U9 
by Mr. Uumbold, in his letter, entered in this day’s 
conclufion, and hath induced uc, until your plea- 
fure is know n, to allow them, rellrlfted under ffi» 
_ curily,io refund, fhonld it not meet your approba- 
tion, the fame proportion ofyour indulgence as you 
have pefciibed for the members of the council. 

From the above reafons his, wc-v.ifh, that the 
council, being the immediate direftors of every de- 
Jjartment, both civil and military, hath flood di- 
Itinguilhed in your gratifications above every other ^ 
not from any particular motive or defire to promote 
their Own intereft, and dimitiilh thefliarc of others, 
but to pteferve t.hat degree of ranlt and pre-emi- 
^lence of ftation, in which you yourfelves have pla- 
ced them : The inftances we would refer to are, 

A colonel you have indulged with fharcs. 

A member of the board and a lieutenant colonel, 
^ith I'l Iharesf 


The 
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' The additional fliarc allowed to Mr. Rumbold, 
was granted to him on confideration of the additio- 
nal trouble and attention he has as fopervifor of the 
Bahar collcdions, which bears a near proportion to ' 
the allowance have been pleafedto make to the 
refident at the durbar, from a fimiUr confidcra- 
tion. 

An account of the commiGions arifing on the 
net revenues from the ift of September, 1767, to 
the I ft of September, 1765, goes a number in the 
packet, and the diftribution thereof, we flatter 
ourfclvcs, you will find has been made conforma- 
ble to your fcvcral orders : the balance of rupees 
13,603 : 10 : ri, being the unappropriated com- 
niiftion wc bad, prior to our refolution refpedting 
the chiefs of fubordinates, nho are members of 
your council, direQ:cd to be carried to that head 
on your general books ; but, as this balance will 
be infufficient to anfwer that purpofe, we fhall be 
tinder the ncccfiity of accounting for the difference 
out of the prefent growing unappropriated com- 
mifiiQn, and which we hope \yiU meet with your* 

> approbation ; and permit us here, gentlemen, to 
return you our warmefi thanks for your bounty 
and kind confideration of us in this inftance. 

Txtraft of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
of March, 1770. 

Wc have recched b> the Salifbury, an ac- 
count of the commiflion of the dewannee ret enues 
of B>.‘ngal and Bahar, and thofc under your collcc- 
tor-gcncral, from the ift of September, 1767, to 
the 3iftof Augiifi, 1768 ; and by the ShrcAfburya 
a li«.c account of the fublequent half-yeai, taken 
pn an at crage of the revenues of the former. The 

net 
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rett receipts being there ftated in general article?,' 
•would atone have rendered your account unfadsfac- 
tory to us, as we expeftid to fee the receipts of 
3 our fevcral revenues diftmflly fpccified : We 
therefore diretS:, that either feperate or connected 
with your future accounts of commiffions, you fend 
us a full and particular ftate of the receipts of the 
revenues of 'Mutlhadabid and Bahar, with thofe of 
thediftnas and provinces on which fuch commif- 
iion IS drawn, cxhtbldngat the fame time the feve- 
ral charges and dedudtions to which the refpedlive 
revenues are fubjeft, the whole correfponding with 
the period of your (latements* 

And btiog no-AT to confidet the fhates you have 
thought fit to allow, in addition to thofe appointed 
ty our orders of the 2olb of November 1767 j we 
fee with aftoniOiment fuch an infradtlon of thofe 
orders, and fuch an abufc of our generofity, as 
appears in the diftribution made by your prefident 
and council, of any part of the furplusanfing from 
the unappropriated ftiares of this commlffion, which 
furplus we confider as a fund which would have 


admmed of our extending to our principal fen ants 
at Bombay, a fliare of that favour We had (hewnio 
thofe of your prcfidency : And we accordingly di- 
reded you to remit to them the amount of one and 
onc-tlurd Uclt of current rupeca. 

But by your advices, as well as your accounts of 
corrimiftion, ue find, that, contrary to our orders 
refpcfting the diftnbution of this commtflion, fo 
fully and exprefsly fet forth in our letter before- 
mtnuoned, you have taken upon yobrfolves to dif- 
pofb of a great of the unappropriated lhares, in the 
follow lOg manact t * 


To 



> ' ^ ^ Shares* *• ' 

To thii chief of Patna and fuperlnten- 
ilants of the Babar revenues - ^ 2 -I 

To the chief of Caffimbuzar - - - 1 •§ 

To the chief of Decca - - - I ^ 

To the furgeons of the army and your prefi- , 
dency, each three-fourths, , ^ ^ 

As this diftribution has been made in violation 
of our faid orders, we hereby require and diredt, 
that fuch of you as were at that time members of 
OUT council, and the reprefentatives and'attornies 
of fuch others as may be returned to England, do, 
jnjour fsparate capacities, forthwith pay into 
OUT treafurj , in Bengal, the amount of the feve- 
ral films paid by you as a Hjare, or Ibares, of this 
commiffion, toany.psrfo^ either as a fuperin- 
tendanc of the Bahar revenues, as chief of either 
of the fadtoncs of Decca, of Patna, Caflimbuzar, 
or Chittagong, as furgeon of the army, or of your 
prcfidency, or to any other perfon who may have 
received a fiiare to which he was not entitled by 
our appointment; under which defeription we 
confider Mr. Charlton, who received a fhare as 
member of council, for mne months before his 
cdmiflion to a feat at that board, the amount of 
which you muft torthwith pay as here direfted. 

As to any bonds, or other fecurity which you 
may have taken for the repayment of fuch fliares 
asmightnotbe ipproved of by us, itreftswholly 
'vvrtn’youriehcs to tahcluch raealures as you may 
think fit for the reemer} of the amount of any 
fums paid without our authority j for v.c hereby 

renounce 
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reho^incE and difclalm any aft yon may Kave dona 
ia oppofition to our particular dirtftions, in re- 
fpeftto this commiffioni and from fuch breach of 
your duty we hold you rclponfiblc for every undue 
payment. 

At a Seleft Committee, the iSthof September, 
1*765. Prefent ‘ 

' The Right Hon. Lord Clive, prefidcnt, &c, ' 

Refuming the conlidcration of the plan foe car-r 
Tying on the inland trade, in order to determine 
v/ith refpeft to the company and the clafles of 
proprietors, the committee are upanimoully of 
opinion, That v/hatever furplus monies the com- 
pany may find tbemfelves poflefied of, after dlf- 
j chargthg their fevcral Remands at this prcfideilcy, 

' the ftme will be cmplo>ed more to tneir benefit 
and advantage, in fuppljtng largely that valuable 
branch of their ccmmercc, the China trade, and 
aflifung the want of their other iettlcmenis ; and 
that it will be more for their intcrefr to be confi- 
dcred as --fuperiors of this trade, and receive a 
liandfomc duty upon it, than to be engaged as 
proprietors in the fto^ck. Beftowing, therefore, 
all due attention to the circumftances of the com- 
pany’s being at the fame time the head and maf- 
ttrs of our ten ice,. and novv come into the place 
of the country government by his majefty’s royal 
grant of the deuannee, it is agreed, that the in- 
land trade in the above articles Ihall be fubjeft to 
'a duty to the company, after the following rates, 
vhich are calculated, according to the heft judg- 
ment we can form of the value of the trade in ge- 

ncral| 
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netal, an 3 ihc advantage whicK may tac expeftc^ 
to accrue from it to the proprietors. - 

On fait, 35 pet cent, valuing the loi'maunds’at 
the rate of 90 rupees, and in confideration hereof 
the prefent balance duty to be aboUlhed. 

On beetVe-nut 10 percent* on the prime coft* 

On tobacco, 2.5 per cent, on ditto 
By this calculation we hope, may be produced a 
clear revenue to the company of at leafi: 100,000 
pounds fterling, per annum! and Ihould it appeaC 
•upon further experience of the trade, that the pro- 
fits will admitof an increafe ofthefe rates of duties, 
we hereby refolvc, that a fair and impartial repre- 
fentation of the fame fhall be made to our honoura- 
ble -mafteis, in order to receive their dircftions, as 
it is out fixed determination to render them all 
poflible fatisfadtion in this point. 

W)th lefpeftto the ptopnetois, Jt is agreed ^nd 
refolred, that they Inall be arranged into three 
claffes ; that each daft (hall be intitled to fo many 
fhares in the flocks, and chat a certain capital ftock 
fhall be agreed upon in order to afeertain the value 
of each Oiare. 

According to the fcheme, it is agreed, that 
clafs firfl fliall confift of the governor, fivefharcs ; 
the fecond, three fhares ; the general, three 
dhares; ten gentlemen of counai, each two 
dhares, twenty fhares; tiro colonels, each two 
'fhares, fourdhares; in all thirt>'-fivc fhares for 
the firfl clafs. 


That clafs fecond fhall confift of one chaplain, 
ioimctn junior merchants, and three lieutenant^ 
eighteen perfons, who fhall caCh 
DC entitled to one third of a counfellor's propor- 
' tJOD, 


- . t 

'^lon.ot two thirds 6f one ftiare; andwMchmaUs_ 
-in all twelve lhares for the fecond clafs. _ e 
■mean aln ays to include in this number fuch junior 
merchants as the company have thought, proner 
to fix in the fervicc j i\hof, as well as the fa£(ors 
in the ncxtclafs that may be reftrained fromnUng . 
ascovenantfervants, lhaU however be entitled to 
' 'their full lhare of the advantage of this trade. 

That clafs third ihall confift of thirteen fadois, 
four majors, four firft furgeons at the prcfidency, 
4WO firft furgeons at the army, one fcctctary to 
|he council, one fub-accomptant, one Perfian 
iranflator, and one fub-export warehoufe-keeper ; 
an all tv. enty-fc\ cn perfons who lhall each be cn* 

' tilled to one fixth of a counfellpt’s proportion, or 
owe third of owe (hate ; awd which makes lo iU 
eight lhares for the third clafs. 

• It js necedary however to be obferved, that by 
this arrangement it is intended, and it is according- 
ly hereby 

Ordered, That twelve’ (hares in this trade fliall 
be allottee! to eighteen perfons, compofed of the 
firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenants, colo- 
nels, and chaplain or chaplains, all exceeding that 
number of ihofe ranks, nrnft Hand excluded until 
they can be Included in tt; and chaplains, be they 
more or Icfs, to be reckoned only as one ftnior or 
junior merchant. * 

That eight lhares in this traSe lhall, in like man- 
ner, always be allotted to twenty -four perfons, 
compofed of the fenior fadVors, majors, furgeons, 
and the three officers abo.'c fpecified ; all exceed- 
ing that number of ihofe ranks, arc not to lhare 
till they can be Included in it. 

The 
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The commitUe have thus fettled the arrange- 
hienc of the clafies, and the (liares in the ftocKS ; 
but they leave to the conamittce of trade to afccr- 
taln the amount of the capital, as they mull be tHe 
moft competent judges of what fund will be rc- 
quiredi ^ ^ ^ 

That the trade may meet-with no interruptioni 
and for the better regulating the fame, the com- 
mittee of trade may from time to time, from bye 
laws# which have been communicated, approved 
and figned to, by the body of proprietors, they 
(the committee) fhall be empowered to enforce dnd 
cany Into execution* ^ . > - . • 

That; the books of the fodety fiiall be opened thd 
firft: of every September, andclofed the the 
following Auguft ; that for the prefent year all 
perfons who Giall for this time be deemed proprie- 
tors, and whofe names fhall be inroUed by tho 
committee of trade, agreeable to this fcheme of 
diftributidn# (hall be intitlcd lo their proportion » of 
profits arifing unto th^ trade during the courfe o£ 
the year# whether abfence, or death fhould cnfuc, 
and fo in all future years# after the names of the 
perfons who may compofc the claDes fhall have 
been regularly inroUed. » - ^ ' 

Refolved, That nd perfOn fhall (hare m a "dou- 
ble capacity, and receive a benefit at ihq fame time 
from his rank in the fervice, and alfo from fuch 
employment as he'may happen to enjoy; • ' •* 
Ordered, that a copy of thefe proceedings be 
prepared and laid before the council, that they 
traaCmk the famej with their direrftions, to 
the committee of trade* 

^ f^ignbd) Clive, 

Voi. IV. li Extraa 
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Extract of Bengal general confultations/ ctfi Serf. 

tcinber, 1765. ^ 

The right honourable lord Ciiirc, prefidenf, £^‘c. 

The prefident lays before the board a cone of 
h=proceed.ngsofthefelea committee, contatn- 

cIaffe/o?,i? company, and the different 

fiaues of the proprietors And, 

mitted to th? committee of trade, with mffruaiOnj 

to proceed agreeably thereto. '"“tuctiOnj 

(Signtd) CUie,” &c. 

At t general court Mon Friday the rS.h of 

Refolved, * ^ ’ 

S>vefuohdireaions L™ff°’ >''« they do 
tly to the interefls of the^m^"”^ 'defame, agreca- 
cs '0 them MV a/„r ““.P’cy end tho fubih, 
fettling, here at i' ""a* P'udcnf, either by 
•his trade og^ht to beVfr'^'^^'^'*’"^ undet which 
it to the Bovfrno or co^nef. '>)' ^'^="10- 

tcguktethis important POM 

n)tiy prevent all future c^fn »’ ^ nvanner as 

and the company! bct>vixE the fubah 


' V Atteflcd b' 


'y P. Michellj Secretary^* 
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2 committee the joth of ^ 7 ^ 5 > 

at Fort WiWwm. 

Freicjit. ' 

AVilliam Bnghtivell Smoner, Efq; prefi^ent, Ijarf 
ty Verelft, Efq, ^ j 

In conformity to the honourable company’s or^ 
f 3 ers» contained m their letter of the juot June, 
J764, the committee now proceeds tc> tako. mto 
their confiderat on the fub}cft of the inland tradc,^ 
jn the articles of falc, beetle-nu% and tobacco, the 
fcec^tietxUv diCcQU-tCeJ- of ai fot- 
jner meetings, and Mr Sumner having lately coK 
jefled the opinions of the abfent members ai large, 
op every circumftancc. 

It IS agreed and refolved, thit the following 
plan for conducting this trade (hall be earned into 
execution, the committee eftceming tho fame molfe 
corrtfpondcnt with the company^ orders, and con- 
ducive to the ends which they liavc m vxeiy, when; 
|hey require that the trade Ihall be put upon foch 
a footing may appear moft equitable for the bcn 
pcRcof thcir fcr\ants, leafb liable to produce diP- 
putes with the countiy government, and a herein 
their ov.n mtereft, and that of the nabob, fliall at 
the fame tiire be properly attended to, and con- 
fidered, 

4 That the whole trade (hall be canned on by an 
ckcluhvc company, formed for that purpofe, and 
confillingof all thofe who may be deemed juftly 
intitlcd to (hare That a proper fund fliall be raw 
fed by a Iqan at mtcr?ft, for the fuPply and the 
. fupport 
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rupporti)f iht fame ; an(} that it (hall commeng? 
in the month of September cnfuing, or as foon af- 
ter as may be found moft convcnienr. 

That all fait, bsetic-nut, and tobacco, produ- 
ced in, or imported into Bengal, (hall be purcha- 
fed by this cftablilhcdcon^Jiany, and public adver- 
tifemenis fliall be lifued, ftiidly prohibuipg all 
other perfons whatever, yiho are dependants on 
our government, to deal in thofe ariiclest 

That application ttiall be mpde to the nabob tq 
ilTue the like prohibition to all his olTicers and fub- 
jedts of the diftridk where any quantity of either of 
thofe articles is manufa&urcd or produced. 

That the fait (hall be purchafed by coniradt, ort 
the moft reafonable terms, giving the preference to 
the fadtoTies of Decca, Chittagong, Butdwan, and 
Midnapore, for the produce of their refpcdlive 
diftndls, to the fouzdat of HongMey, and the other 
zemindars, for the produce of mgellee, tumloolc, 
myfidolc, &c. and to fuchpTfonsas may offer the 
moft rcaibnable propofal, Jor the quantity produ- 
ced in Calcutta lands. 

That the beetle nut and tobacco (hall In the like 
manner be purchafed by contradt, under iuch 
terms and conditions as, upon proper inquiry, (hall 
appear to the managers to be the moft conformable 
to the wtereft concerned 

That the contraaors for the faid oath (hall agree 
to deliver it at certain fixed places at a ftipulated 
per maunds, comprehending fuch advance upon 
theirconira&s with the zcmind-irs and molungees, 
as may be tfteemed an equivalent to their nlk, 
trouble, and bad debts. 

That 
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That as the advance will be made hy the con- 
^raftors to the zemindars, &c. at a certain period 
of the feafon, in the ufual manner, fo (ball the ad- 
vance from the public company to the contrai^ors 
be made in proportion thereto. , 

That the fait, beetk-nut, and tobacco, there 
purchafed by the public company, fhall be tran- 
Iportcd to a certain number of phees for fale, to 
be there, and there only, difpofed of by their 
agents j and that the country merchants may then* 
become purchafers, and again tranfport the articles 
^\bitbeT they ibinb they have the greateft profpe^ 
of profit ; and by this means, not only the frequent 
oppreflion the inhabitants of the country have fuf- 
fered by Europeans having permiffion to traverfc 
to every place, for the fale of chofe commodities, 
ttUl be put a ftop to ; but by thus referving the 
patives and merchants a competent lhare of the 
profits, both in the purchafe and fale, we may 
hope for the good effeft of removing the gene- 
ral odium that has prevailed, from our fecking 
tto depriN c them of every part of that trade. 

That as it is apprehended feme difficulty \vill 
arife in fecuring the produce of the Decca, and 
Chittagong diftridls, . by rcafoii of the property of 
the iands being fcaUered in a number of hands 
all dependent on the government; it is agreed 
That application fhall be made to the nab^ for ' 
y>crv.atvnahs on the feveral zemindars of thofe 
thftrias, as well as thofe of Houghier, STc. - 
ftriflly ordering and tetpildng ^.tr-£k 

for all the fait that can be made on their kods 
with the Englifh alone, and forblddins the Vais 
:o anj^ other perfon orperfoas'jvhtfber^'. 
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'That the lionourahle company lhall cither 
(hare in this trade as pToprictors, or receive an ani 
puai (inty upon ir, as may appear to be tnoft tor^ 
their intcrell, i.hcn confidercd with their other 
engagement and demands at this prefidency. 

, That the nabob ■fltall in Ukc manner be conn- 
dcred, ‘asmay bejudged moft proper, cither as a 
proprietor, or by annual nuzzaranna to be com- ^ 
puted upon infpsding a ftatement of his duties 
on fall in former years. 

That the manner in which the honourjiblc 
company and the nabob ftwH be confidered, be- 
ing once determined, the remainder of thU trade 
fhail be divided amongft the company’s ferrant^,^ 
arranged under certain claffes, and each chfs‘ 
to fhaic a certain proportion of the capltaf 
flock. ' 

That a committee of trade (iiall be appointed 
to receive the tninagemcnc of this plan, end pto*^ 
lecute the fame in alt Us branches ; that they Ihair 
be immediately authorifed to take mcafurcs for 
Taifingthefundatinterefl:,andro receive prdpofalSj,^ 
and fettle the contradls : and further, that for their 
alliftance in this work, a perfon fKall be appointed 
in the quality of theirfecrctaryand accomptant. ‘ 
The foregoit^ regulation, the feleft committee 
judge, will be found a fufficient ground-work for ‘ 
commencing this trade, to be improved hereaf- 
ter, as circumftanccs may occur and direct : and,* 
it is therefore agreed, • , , 

That they be delivered over to the committee 
of trade, as foon as they are appointed, wdth in- 
flruftions to proceed in raiGng the money, and' 
making the contraftsj ' * ; 

Th5‘* 



1 ( - 59 ,3 

The points contained in die tehtli, eieventtiY 
and twelfth regulations, as their not being jufti- 
fied, need be no impcdiment.to the proCecution 
of this bufinefs, fo, the committee efleem them of 
fo much importance, that the fettlcraent of them 
Ihould be delayed until the abfent members return, 
to Calcutta ; arid that they then be deliberated 
upon at a full committee. • 

Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade 
be alfo devifed of this rcfolution, and that they 
lhall be hereafter informed of the diftribution 
whickmaybe fettled, with any other regulations, 

' which may occur relative thereto, for their go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the committee, thaf, 
being appeifed of the ‘intentions contained in the 
third and ninth regulations, he dclircd Mr. 
Sykes, when he lately went up to Murlhadabad, 
to applj^ CO the nabob for the necelTary perwannahs 
for authorlfing and facilitating this trade ; and 
that he- has accordingly’ received from that gen- 
tleman pernannahs totbis purpofe, being io6 in 
number : the fame he now prefents to the com- 
mittee, together with fcvcral papers^ of informa- 
tion, which he has cohered, regarding the 
produce of the ^fibrent diftridls, and thacondi-* 
tioa that fait caa.be coatra(3:cd for. , 

Ordered, that they be delivered over to the 
committee of trade- for their guidance. * * 

• Taking now into confidcration the appoint-- 
merits of this committee of trade, the- fele€t Com-* 
tnittee are of opinion. That it Ihould be dom-^ 
pofed of two members of their body, and two 
gentlemenpf thscouncib ^ _ 

Agreed,' 
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, ' ‘Agreed* ‘therefore, that we recoAirnend fd ttd, 
council, to appoint two of their members, to be 
rjoined with two of the committee, to conllitute 
this .board, and receh e charge of the plan ; and,' 
.at the fame time, to appoint a proper perfon to 
the office of fccretary and accomptant* 

^ (Signed) W. B, Sumner, &C* 

Ettraa of a Letter from the Right Hon. Lord 
' Clive, Prefident^ and Governor of Bengal, to 
the Court of DIredtors, dated coth Septem^ 
ter, 1765. 


The regulations of the nabob's miniftr\', the 

■acquifition of the dewannee, and the honourable 
terms on which we have'concluded a peace with 
the dignity 
E^ft-Indin company 

on a baiis more firm than our moll fanguine 
Thef,.’ r fuggefted. 

litv “'S- fl=bi- 

Wfrom 'he out-worhs which guard 

counm“ln • '‘“= n«!veaof the 

more i ''"'’S''’ fubfifts from 

rintinn ° enemies within. luxur)-, corJ 

S nrinX'’l Poffiffions 

'b^tr^ut ‘he’^S 

riches, from whence d-Ve^eviJs'^^itVaUrSi^ 

’ ' demands 
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ilcmands out moil lerious attention. The affairs 
6F Bengal, however glorious and flouriihing the 
profpcdt may be now, cannot be fuccefsfully ma- 
naged by men whofe views extend beyond a year 
or two, and who will let all orders from the court 
of diredors at defiance, well knowing they muft 
have acquired an affluent fortune, or at Icafl: a 
comfortable independency, before refentment can 
reach him. A competency ought to be allowed 
to all >our fervants, from the time of their arri- 
val in India, and advantages fliould gradually en- 
creafe to each, in proportion to his ftatiod ; but, 

I would have few of them entertain hopes of re- 
turning to their native country till they have 
attained the rank of counfcllor ; then the profpGfb 
fliould open to them, and they ftould be certain 
of being enabled to return in a few years with 
independent fortunes. This certainty, would arife 
from the frelght-fhips, from the privileges of 
trade (the advantages of which you are not unac- 
quainted with) and alfo from the profits upon 
fait, bectlc-nut, and tobacco, agreeably to the 
new regulations which we have made, in order to 
reflify the abufes that have been fo long com- 
mitted in tliofc branches of trade, to the great 
detriment of the country government, withouC 
view of benefit to the company. 

The regulations now eftabliflied for the fait 
trade, will, I hope, be entirely to your fatisfac- 
tion. I at firff intended to propofe, that the com- 
pany and their fervants flvould be jointly and equal- 
ly concerned in the trade itfelf j but upon ber- 
tcr confidcration, I judged that plan to be rather 
unbecoming the dignity of the company, and con- 
cluded it would be better that they fliould give the 
■''“'■•l''- I tnd= 
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trade entirely to Acir fcivants, and fix a duty «if 
on jtforthemfdvcs, equivalent to half the profits. 
This duty wc have computed at the rate of 35 
per cent, for the prefeut ; but, 1 imagine it wlU he 
able nest year to bear an incrcafe. The articles 
of beetle-nut and .tobacco being of lefs confe- 
^uence, and yielding much lefs advantage, the du- 
ties upon them of courfc miift be lefs. For further 
particulars of thofe regulations> I beg leave to re- 
fer you to the committee’s letter and proceedings, 
as I would not here trouble you with the repeti- 
tion of a matter which is there fo fully laid before 
you. . 

The advantages propofed for the governor and 
council, would undoubtedly appear extremely 
large to thofe who arc unacquainted with the ' 
riches of Bengal, and the numberlcfs opportune 
lies which the company’s fcrvancs have of acquire 
jng money. But you are now perfedtly informed 
of die revenues of thefe kingdoms, and the prodi- 
gious emoluments, widiin the reach of gentlemen 
high in the fervice, will, I am perfuaded, agree 
with me, that if fomc plan of the narme propofed, 
be not adopted, the governor and council will not 
-'fail ro acquire much larger fortunes, by other 
means, in a much ihortcr rime, which muft al- 
ways be preduftive of that quick fucceflion, not 
only fo detrimental to your commercial interefi; 
but fo totally incompatible with the acquifition of 
3 iolitical knowledge, which ought now to be con- 
Ijdcrcd as a very material qualification in all your 
civil as well as military fervants. To obiiate an 
objeftion which may arife, that they may noffi- 
blyproceed in thcoldwayof procuringmoncy,not- ’ 

with- 
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v/it^5{lt:ndirgtheyacccptofthefeallowattcrs,I\vouId 
have an an o?th tendered to them of ?s ftrong and 
iblemn-naturcd as can be penned. I have drawn 
out the form of one agreeable to my idea of the ex-- 
pedient ; and ha\ e the honour to inclofe it for j'our 
confidcration. To this may be annexed, a penalty 
bondof r^OjOoo). to be executed by the governorj^ 
andof 50,000!. to be executed by each of thecoun- 
cil. Thus the confcicRce of fame uill be awa- 
kened by the legal confequenccs of perjury, and • 
pecuniary puniihmcnt will be a fare guard over 
the honefty of others. Could the hearts of men 
be known by their general charadVer infociety, or 
could their conduft m a ftate of temptation be af- 
ccrtalncd from their moderate attention 10 wealth,’ 
wVilft the fucUlen acqulfition of it was impoTiblc, 
the propofal I make would be an affront to reli- 
gion and to morality ; but fince that is not the 
cafe in any part of the world, and lead of all fo"' 
in theEaft, wemuft, for our own fecuricy, impofe* 
fuch reflraints as lliall make it impofliblc ever for 
jiypocrify to introduce corruption. ! 

Thf committee’s letter will fpecjfy the propor-' 
tion of emolumenrs propofed for the field officers, • 
from the new acquired ad\ antpgcs upon fait. The 
fame objedion m) perhaps be made to this, which 
1 fuppofe was hkcly to occur with refpeft to the 
plan for the benefit of the councvl fertants; if fo, 

I beg leave to 'refer you to n»y propofal and re- 
marks upon that fubjed‘, which are equally pro-, 
per and applicable to this. ^ 


Txtrad 


Extraft of a letter from the felcdt committee at 
Beng-il, to the court of directors, dated the 
‘30ih of September, 1765* 

“ By confuting out proceedrogsof the jothof 
Auguft and 18th of September, >ou wiU be able 
tojudge of the progtefs we have made in carry- 
ing your orders into execution rclame to the 
trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, This fuh- 
jed: we confider with all the attention poffible, and 
regard to your intereft, and good of the fervjce. 
We found thaf to rcmo\c the inconveniences of a 
free trade, prevent the opptf flions daily commit- 
ted, fave this valuable article of commerce from 
ruin, and diffufc the benefits rcfuUing indiferimi-* 
natcly among all your fervants entitled to duflucics, 
it was nccemry to inveft the whole in an exclufjve 
company, compofed of the three firft clafles of 
your covenanted fervants, the field officers, chap* 
lains, and head furgeons, ' In admitting the field 
officers, and flawing the proportions allotted to 
each clafs, we had particular regard to your pre- 
fent fituation of your council, and field officers who 
are now excluded any emolumcnls they before en- 
joyed. It is our opinion, that gentlemen who have 
rifen to their ftations with credit and reputation, 
are certainly entitled to foraething more tfian a fubi 
fiftcnce. They even have a right to expedt fuch 
advantages in your fervice, as may enable them rc 

return m a few, years with independency to theU 

native country. With refpedt to the company, 
wc are unanimoufiy of opinion, it is more for thsii 
IptcrcCt be copfidete^ fu^cyioTs thai) |)fopri?iors. 
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and as the royal grant of the dcwannee renders the 
1 itb article uuneceflary, we are thereby enabled 
to fubjetS: the trade to a duty which \vill produce 
a clear’ annual revenue of 120,000 1. llcrlmg. 
Whatever furpkis of their revenues the company 
may find thcmfelves pofTefled of, after difcharg- 
ing ail the demands on this prefidcncy, wc ima- 
gine may be employed much more to their bene- 
fit, in fupporfing and extending the China trade, 
and allillmg the wants of other prcfidencics. 

Hon ever, fhodld it cither apperr that we have 
miftahen the company’s real intereft, or that the 
profits of the trade will admit of incrcafed dudes. 
It IS our refoluiion, to give allpoflible fatisfaftion 
onthofe points to our honourable mnfters, and to 
lay bfefore you a fair, full, and candid reprefenta- 
tion of the anioupt of the colls, charges, andfalcs 
of the firft 3 ear. 

/ I / 

Elttraft of the general letter from Bengal, 'dated 
the <3och September, 17G5. 

-* Thefeledk committee hav'ingtahen under confi- 
deratiori '5 our orders touching the inland trade in 
the aTOcles of fait, beetle nut and^tobacco, jthey 
communicated to the board, in their next proceed- 
ings a let of regulations formed thereupon, as the 
general worlc of a plan for carrymgithn in future j 
we beg leave to refer you to the proceedings them- 
felv^s for your particular information of this plan ; 
and have here to infortt^ you, that Mefiieurs Sum- 
ner, VcrcKt, Leycefter, and Gray, were in confe- 
quence, conftituted the committee for receiving 
charge thereof, pnd managing on behalf of the 



C €6 J 


body of tbe proprietors, with authority to correft 
pond with the fubordinatc fa£bones, and to purfue 
all fuch mcafures as might conformable thereto ap. 
pear to them eligible and proper; and that thene- 
^ ceHary advice and orders were given accordingly to 
the fubordinates, and publication made, prohibi* 
ting all pcrfons dependant on the company's go» 
^c^nmenCJ from entering into any new engage* 
tnents In thofe artirles, iinlefs any contraftors with 
the committee for the purchafe of fale of them: 
we have alfo to note to you, that Meflrs Leycefter 
and Gray diflented to the authority the felcfl: com- 
n^crcc had taken upon thtmfclves on this occafion, 
cftceming u m no wife delegated to them by the 
"ppoi'jimcnls : and 
thit the fubjta fhould have been confidared and 
determined on in council, • 

'ntcrad upon 
'va have receiWd 

their ^ & courfe of 

wLh eT .’'"E^S'roenta; and folicitinK from . 

r rate tL™ rh"’ to en- 

lore to them the exclufuc rights to the trade till. 

tnofe engagements arc concluded, the fame ’time 
agre^abkm ‘'"''“"E as [trail he 

Wc could not hm^^' P'’" fltattld fubfift. 

tions for, drawing accordinpiv fn , Et'an dircc- 
niay ha thought fuTlcient m r ^ ^ ” "'"‘'"E as 
font nroorW",. .! . to the pre 


Pent proprieto"s ihrS “7- *° P - 
notv re,ueft your permfnion to^tw \he"?amr 
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for the future concerns - if the plan meets wUtr 
^our a^rprobuion. 

The teleft committee having laid before us a 
copy of their pcoceedmgs, containing their con- 
clufion of the plan for carrj mg on the inland trade, 
\Mth refpccl to the company, and the clafies of 
proprietors, and the fame has been delivered 'over 
to the committee for managing the trade with in- 
ftrudions to proceed conformably thereto.” 

Extraftof Bengal gen'^ral conful cations, dated the 
i6ihof bcpiember, 1765. 

Prefent, 

The right horourablc lord Chve prefident, &c. 

The committee for managing the plan of trade 
in the referved articles of JaU, beetle nut and to- 
bacco, and in the following letter, folicitmg a 
deed to fvcurc the proprietors m the right »to the 
fame, during the continuance of their prefent en- 
gagements ro be renewed every fcafon, as long as 
It may be agreeable 10 ihe honounble company 
that this plan fliouU fubfift. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

” In confequence of the plan which you have been 
p’eakd to trull to our management, we have, for 
fame time paft, been rahing meafures for rca.uh- 
tingthe trade of fait, beetle nut ard tobacco, and 
having ahead' concludtd conCderablc contrails for 
thepurchafe of thsfirft article. 


IlaVsr; 
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JiavtngtW engaged inihe trade, and made ad- 
vances of the rocieiy;s properly, w„h a vietv of 
being able to carry it on agreeably to your faid 

Snh l!'tf ^ confideration «ith us, 

on behalf of the body for whom we afl, to have 
them fecured agamtt any innovations during the 

term's'’nrh' ‘I'r '="S=‘g=mfnts. ^The 

terms of the purchafe contrafts will run for the en- 

we fhir f^ concluded as foon after as poffible ; 

dl wi I “d coun- 

VQU lhall rhtnh ^ writing as 

you lhall think fufficient to fccuro to the fooiclv the 

of fak, beak! 

^^1 produced in the provinces of Ben-' 

|al. Bahar.and Oriffa, from the firrof Q ‘ 

would atife to the ptopri«OTs k 
Poch^t^^k:'-' la of 

Pota, anmlW?S,™'‘"’ ”= '■^'-ficdinthls 

‘ ”“ce, «i,h refpeft, 

Fort William, YomlS'’ P;.'''”'"’ 

S'Pt- ■ t, ■ 76k humble fervt. 

B. Sumner, &c. 

The 
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^ The fame having been purfued and confidered,' 
we are unanimous of opinion refpeftingjhe pro- 
priety of paffing the deed requeued the fodety, 
-And, 

tL* one \s accordingly ordered to be prepar- 
ed by Mr. 'Wittall, for the fccurity of the prefect 
proprietors. ’ 

It is agreed to apply to the company for per- 
milSon 10 renew the fame for the future concerns, 
if the plan meets with their approbation. And, ^ 

‘ The committee is adrifed in-anfu’er ^ccordlng]Y'p 
with further informations, that when the prefent 
deed Is prepared and executed, it fhall be imme- 
diately panimliied them. 

To William Brightwell Sumner, Efqj &c. gen- 
tlemen of the committee of trade. 

Gentlemen, . ♦ ‘ ' 
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As foon as the deed is prepared and ciccujcd, i! 
wall be immediately tranlinuted lojou. 


ForeWdlum, ^53,5. 

i6ihSept.i76j. Gentlemen. • 

Your moft obedi fervant# 


Cxtraft of the Bengal general confultations, dated 
tbe 2?d of Januar), iy66. 


, Pfcfcnf, , 

i he right honourable lord cine, prefideut, Ac. 


a5iT=»E“5“--r.''V» 

E«raa of the Bengal feleft eonfultatton,; dated 

the 23 d dayofJuly„,;e8. 

The honourable Harry Ef,. prefidenr, &c. 


gong and Dgcqa,"aecaum Ih! S'ntlemen at Chmi- 
i5?ibob Meer Tafficr haim balances, the 

gobdallrr/ha^^ undertaken to make 
■eg ordered to tel.nnmth 'hair 


be* 


ditto, ditto - *'npees 25,000 o 


%^?::?/';'’e'‘'Vilhan.ron. .a. ^■■454 o 


for fair ."“tf Pto"' e.contradb 


for ftfr , 1, e f™"' a.c 

iOjderfrom the'fdc'^^™"'’ 

= «icct committee 
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At a conclufionj-dated the 31ft of AoguCt, 17^7. 
r*refent, , 

T^e. honourable Harry VereKt, Efq; prefident,£cci 

Mr.Ruflll having mctwilh a minute of Mn 
SumnerV, dared the rrihof September laft, rela- 
tive to the mbngunhees fait balances ; he now begs 
leave to deliver it in with fcveral papers therein re- 
ferred to, end requeftsche board's orders concerning 
them, having daily application from thofe to whbm 
the balances is due j he adds* that it appears b/ 
the' proceedings of the committee of fait trade, 
that thefe accounts had been referred by the board 
to Uem, and that they returned thetn approved 
the 2pih of October, but as nothing of this ap- 
pears 00 the face of the cotifukattons, not even Mr* 
Sumner’s minute, Mr, Ruflel Is at a lofs to Itnoty 
what further is necefiary, or whether the balances 
are to be difeharged by the collector-general. Hc' 
further informs the board, that many more .claims 
have been lodged fince the date of Mr. Sumner’s 
jmnuie, and the actoUnls are now under ciami-* 
nation. ^ ^ . r / 

^olh July, 1767, - 

“ * Claud RuITel, Colledtor-genCral,' 

‘ Mr. Sumner’s mtnufei^^ijotv alfo’^Cad as fol- 
lows: * « ^ - ? *- 

Mr., Sumner^havW'' examined the feveral 
(■accounts and claims ot the Kallery farmers on, 
the Molungees, for fait balances riCng in the? 

year. 
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As (bcm as tie deed is prepared and ciecuted, it 
mail be immediately tranfimutd lojob. 

Fort Will, ani. We are. ’ 
j6th Sept. 1765. Gentlemen, ’ 

YourmoUobcd fcrvair* 

fixtradl of tie Bengal general confultations, dated 
' 22d of Januar}, 1765, 

The right honourable lord Clive, prefideni, te. 

.'X'st.i,""”’'"""' 

gong and Dilcca' acejf '? 'i' S^ntlcmen at Chltti- 
n&bob il^er Tafficr h, balances, the 

.gotrfallfKeVrs Tn*”® » 'male 

f“g ordered to telmouifh 1^™*''^“'“'^° 

By. hegovernoltdToS 

Ayditto, ditto ^ ' ^“Pscsa^.ooo o 

for fait with theoL™ “■ n 

voider from the ' 

r committee ,,,.2615 

At 


At a cOEicIufion.rdatqiJ t)ie of Auguft, 1763^^ , 

' .. . ■ ' -Pfefcnt, ‘ i' ; ■. ' ' 

:Thc- honourable Harry ’Verelft-, Efq,' prefident,&cx ' ' ■ 

; ■ MrlKuner having met with a minute of Mri 
Sumner's, dated the nth of- September laft, rela4 
•tive 10 the mon'gunhees'falc baUnegs ; hcriowbegS .' 
•leave to deliver it in witK fcveral papers .therein le- ' 
ferred to, and -requefts the board's orders coricernlhg . 
them, 'having daily application from thofc to whom 
•the’ balances is due }'he adds, that it appears by^ 
'the' proceedings of the dommittee' of fait 'trade/ 
that ihefe accounts Had been referred by .the board 
'torthem, .and ,that they .returned thehi rapprored 
the.ayth of O&ober, but as; nothing of this ap-’ 
peats Ori the face of the confultations, not even Mr,i 
Sumner's'minutd, Mr.-Riiflel is .ac a lofs.to Icnoiy: 
what further is nccenaTy,;or 'whether the balances^ . 
arc to be difeharged by the coUcftor-generil. ’ • He*, • 

■ further informs. the board, that many more,clalms- 
^ have -been lodged 'Cnee the date of Mf.‘ Sumner's’. 
<ininute, and the accounts are now’ under, 'esamU' 
■nation.' ' ' •' 

■‘.^olh july, '1767/' ‘ " . ’ / y ^ 

'v ■‘C^IaudRufleljCoUcftdr-geheral.* 

*■ j Sumner’s minufej^ 'how- alfo'ffead' as. fot- ' 

Mr.. , Sumner /having'' ^arnined ' the feveral 
^accounts ‘.and claims or ’the Kallefy 'fafrhefs'on, 

' tlic Molungecs, for fait balances -'riling in thfr' 

' , .year^ 
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years 1762 to 1765, and haying alfo compared the 
Mme with the accounts of different molungeesj 
f’ttds,thatthegrofsbalancesof the whole areadiufled 
pretty much to their fatisfadtion. But as Jome 
indu gences, which the farmers think themfelvcs 
entitled to, have very much incrcafcd the faid 
balances, and caufed much difeontent to the mo- 
lungees, he has thought it neceflary, for the bet- 
ter fettling and adjufting thereof, to have refer-^ 
tSVeft committee of lands on 

extrafls from 

j ^ proceedings,*!!! 1762 and 1763, as 


inlltad of kT^' «h= farme'rsT of ?!]ow; 

&c. aro 


7ery «nro3fo„awV;‘ "i S f 

Iionourable board will <k' 


from ih= balanr,, to bo dedufled 

ondthrirfeveiaracc^^^^^^^^ ''■= '^tmora; 
to this natement ho noro / ogrceablo 

together with a oenml ^Kn ^ before the board, 
Mpics of the literal of the whole, and 

tbeir further conflder 'tir^^^ ^00) 


from .balance of fait duty, 

. 3 - oSulii^^^S^^^'f'ty'tonts ditto. 

F°-ttyKanety™iurg^St”/j:e47d:r4: 

4. James 
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. ‘4. James Amyatts Efq; in account ^with the 
honourable company for Kallery rents and falC 
duty. . ^ 

1 The board’s fcntiments on the payment of the 
molunges fait balances, concurring entirely with 
the arguments made ufc of by Mr. Sumner, the 
collcdtor IS now directed to difehargethe amounts 
thereof, being maunds 105,827 39 4attherate^ 
of 60 Arcot rupees per maunds, - 

(Signed) H. Yerelft, See. 

Extraft of the Confultation of the Committee of 
New Lands, the sift Auguft, 1765. 

^ 

Frcfcnt, Wra. Brightncll Sumner, Sec. 

The farmer of the LharKhallaries, as the’fca* 
fon of the year is now arrived for making frelh 
advances, informs the committee of his intention 
of rclinqui&ing his farm, and requefts the com- 
mittee will point out in what manner he is to re- 
cover the balances due to him from the molun- 

gCCS.-. . t ' • 

Confidenng the regulations which are now 
about to take place, regarding the fait, the com- 
ihittec are of opinion. That it will be more eligi- 
ble to put the khafli-hallaries on the fame footing 
with the others in the company’s purgunnahs;" 
and that thcrtforc the company, ftiall pa} off the 
balances ^duc from the molungces*of the khalkal- 
Jarics; and, in, order to reimburfe the company 
for this advance, that the renters of the Lhaikalla- 
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rj£5 db in the fam" mmner paj a dun of ten per 
cent as IS dene on ihf reft. ^ 

Read a letter from the commiltcc of trade, re 
queftmg our permiflion, to lot out, and let the fait 
fhallarics in the Calcutta lands to their contrac- 
tors, acquainting 115 at the fame time, that they 
h. 1 make the faid contraftors rcfponliblc in 
thar -n " “mpanj’s dutie. , and 

Ordemd^ '”’/ <>“/«t'tth=contraas. 

<3aj?pS„t'TnV“‘'= 

mmfe‘'o^rr'n' =tft“tint the com- 

divide and Ict'th??!,'^?*' Ptttmfiion to 

rurpofl ' ■" 'h' ^nnerthey 

Jhttraft of 'Bengal general Confultation, the' 

26 thAnguft, 1768 , 

^ Prefent, 

The Hon. Harry Vcrelft, Efq. Prefdent, Re, 

Efq; 

^■>ofTortW,n.ai,r,atd?h"a^^h”j“S^:?r^ 8 ; 

‘he jear? 

^Am) colleftcd & R. f i)096,ocS5 i ' 

reS;i;vTc'''''a'lr-. 

fooHj and without difficulty ^ 9 

» An4 



And the amount of thcBar-T 
"bcfury and MedinnauU khallary 
rents, uhicb will likewifc be ' 
collected without difficulty, and 
would ha\e been brought to ac- 
count in April laft, but- out of y ' yo,ooo O 
tendernefs ro the merchants, who ’ 

pleaded with inability to make 
qny fales lb long as the reftric- * '• t " 

tipn,-enjoined by the focicty of 
trade - - - - - - - 


Sicca rupees 1,244,862 r 

. The accounts of laft yearns colledUon will, I 
hope, evince, that there is no probability the 
company’s intereft will fuffer by the qolleiStions 
conciQuing in the hands of jhe coIle£tor^gencral ^ 
^hich, .however, you will be able to fordi a 
jufter idea pf, from an abftradt of the colle6:ion« 
that have been made ftnee the Bengal year 1169, 
which I' now deliver you, and which, compared 
with the following ftatement, will ftiew at one 
view how much the laft yearns colleQ:ion exceeds' 
what h^s ever, been coUeQ:cd in an/' former 
year. * 

.CoIiedcdofthelaftyeai’sHur-? • 

tabood rupees ----- ^ ° 

Of old balances - - - i,*65,9qo 3 o. 

' And calculating the khaUary-j - ^ 

duty befo're. mentioned, which 1 
ought to be added in making a y 1,70,000 o o' 

companfonwUhtheibrnieryeaT*s, | 

wherein.it is concluded - - J 

Total fum. Sicca rupees 13,31,993 4 o 
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Thehigliell colleftion in one! 
year, as by the abftraft for fi\e >10,85,252 o 17 
years proceeding appears to be ' 

The increafe therefore ofl 
the laft year’s colkaion is, > 2,46,741 a ■: 
Sicca rupees - -- -- j ^ ^ 


The dedudtion of Sicca rupees 2,36,010, feems 
alfo proper, It being the cliimated amount of 
the fait khallary rents and duties for the years 
1172 and 1173, which I find was appropriated by 
the fociety of trade, in confequence of the provi- 
lion made for the company from their fund at 
their tirlt inftituaon. 

' (Signed) Richard "Beecher. 

FortAVIiUam. ‘ . 


AtaSeleft Committee, dated the jd Sept. 176S.' 

-ri, T,- , Prefent, 

The Rtght Hon. Lord Clive, PreEdent,' &c. 

The Right Hon. the PreEdent la)s before the' 
Cnmmtttee the follorting M„utf " 

Gentlemen, 

land, Ac Vo“ ’’of? V from Eng- ‘ 

tra* in the articles® of falt^'hrrt^ "> 

bacco ; and it could nn," k and to- 

continue to them the vn ''' they would 

"n 'he enjoymeut of thofc profita-r 
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i>le branche^j linlefs means vjere devifcd by 
■which the natives -would no.Iopger be opprcfTed, 
and by which the nabob and the company would 
largely partake of the ady^ritage upon a firm per- 
fuafion, that fuch means would be devifed, they 
were pleafed td defer their final determination of 
this matter till the fentiments of the fcledt com- 
mittee ihouid be tranfmitted to theml By all their 
letters of laft year, and by leveral of this*, they, 
ftill feemed inclined to wait for our rcprefenta- 
tionj but by their letter of the 19th of February 
laft, per Lord Camden, they pofitively forbid 
their fervancs to have any concerns whatever in 
this trade, Ac that time, indeed, they could not 
have had the leaft idea of the favourable change 
in the afiaiis of thefe provinces, whereby the in- 
teieft of the nabob, with regard to fall, is no 
longer immediately concerned. ^ : 

When we fitft took this important matter 
Intoconfideration, I joined in opinion with the 
reft of the committee, that if the trade could be 
put upon fuch a footing, that the nabob fhould 
receive more than had been received by arty of ” 
his predeceflbrs, the company be amply confi- 
dered, and the natives become purchafers upon 
terms full as confiderable as in former timesj the 
Servants might be indulged in the privilege, un- 
der fuch certain rules and reftriftions, as would “ 
make the trade carry with it as little as poffible 
the odious form of a monopoljv ' . 

** Xhp^fw»punrcahravthn;«ifterinjh*; li'uuiffeifcvb 
to the plan laid down laft year. . My abfence 
ftona the prefidency, tbo multiplicity of affairs 
then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 
VoL. Iv. L quility 
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i'''"':noft!ie com. 
,''i ''etc more 

■IwFjJ' pmcntccl my ha)in- 

deiunnec, tlreavhc.le6f the duties bclonninr; i„ 

j'xrFTaec r^>' ““ 

fervation u Ln t . = y"’ f™” >n)‘ob- 

lefolutionof the couk of 

^rdtfpntches b/Jh 

nottvithihndiiiE the I ® '•’1’'''"* •' 'f> 

ft!rs. they Sm ,hS of their d 

lordCemde^Ft Fiin'° 

obey them; and I -,m ' “o our duty to 
obejed by :his"VmmU,F;*^^!‘‘.,'''o>-. -ilf he 
3f^0’j upon receiot of r.,,^ 

^^ould change their femtm they 

Jhc reguhtiis wTwT'!5 

for carrying on the trade 'bo 'oode 

denee which the court The confi- 

pirafed particularly to 

to f^tle upon an eyitablf 5 endeavours 

h« been the rourefof fo^y evdS 

/ evils, cannot but 
promote 
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Sixthly, that a ceitam price be fixed fo; 

(ale of every maund oF Fait at every to;\ n, marKcr^ 
or village^ where it is foldy'according to the 
diftance and former cufiom. ' 

Seventhly, that if fait be fold to any of the bu; 
2 ars, or maikcts, for one coury above the fiipu- 
latcd price, the vender fljall not only forfeit all 
thefaltthcre found in his poifefEon, but be liable 
.to a forfeit of joooiupccsforevcryico maundsof 
fait fo fold; and the fait and money fo forfeited 
.(hall go,’ one half to the informer, and ope half, 
to the government* • ‘ ' ' ' 

Eighthly, tbatthc mlniftcrsat hluxadavad an4' 
Patna have copies fent them of the new rcgula- 
•tions, and thattfieybe defiredto apply to the; 
nabolj to make the fame known throughout ih? • 
three provinces ; and that every phcuSlan, &:c. 
fee they be put in ^ccutiori upon pain of being 
difmified from his employment. 

Ninthly, this bufinefs being entirely commer- 
cial, I propofc, that in the inllnimcnt of agree-, 
ment for the next year it fliall be provided, that 
- the focietj' of trade be anfiscrablc to* the board' 
•for their conduct, t^at the board may cither 
make new reflations, or amend thofe made by 
the fociety of trade, as they fee fit ; and that iij 
cafe of neceffity, the felc& committee lhall ha\ e 
power to contioul the co'nduft of the'whole. 

Tenthly, that a duly of fifty' per cent, be paid 
ro the company upon all the fait provided in their 
own lands, and fifty per cent, to the government, 
upon all the fait provided upon the lands of the 
government, and (iftcen per cent, upon beetle, 
which dudes vydl, in fa^, be brought to the 

• ' ' * ** .' *^ 



;:oroparty*s credit, whicK according to the f>refenf, ^ 
fiatc of the lalt trade, will produce the company 
from twelve to thirteen lacks of rupees per an- 


pum. 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however 
difagreeable to induiduals, niuftnovvtake place,' 
‘and be ednfined to imports and exports, and to 
their immediate returns; which returns lhall be ^ 
made only to the prelidency,* or to one or other of 
the eftabliflied faftorics. The company arefove^ 
icjgns in India, and they have declared, that the 
trade carried on for thefe fpur years paft, is an 
ufuTpatiow not only of their prerogatives, but of 
jhc privileges of the natives, and repugnant to 
jhe cxpcels and repeated orders of the court of ► 
direflors. The indulgence, however, in the 
trade of fait, upon the tcoung I hope It will now 
be cftabhlhed, Ihould, in my opinion obviate all 
complaints : fince it fecros to be the moft equita- 
ble modes between the company and their fer- 
vants; and, at the fame time, a diflribution of na- 


tural right to the people of the country, Confi- 
dcrirg that the late great advantages of unlimited . 
trade arc cut off, I cannot im'-gine, that the court 
of directors wiU deny their fervants this ihare of 
bcncfir, as a recompcnce for their attention and [ 
affiftance in the management of the important 
concerns of thefe provinces. On the other hand, 

I would have the fervants look upon thefe emo- 
luments as a gift from the hand of chelc eca- 
ployers, offered them annually in reward of their 
lidclm, and which will’ certainly be wich-held 
from them, i^ ever their authority Ihould be re-^ 

* ’ fjfled. 
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'filled, 'and difeohtent and r3pacit7 take place of 
gratitude and moderation. 


CLIVE,'^ 


His lordfhip’s minute having been read and mi 
nutcly confidered, the regulations therein fpeci 
ned, were unanimoufly approved. 

Agreed therefore. That the prefident's regulation 
for ihe inland trade be laid before the council will 
=11 convenient fpced for their approbation, in or- 
der that the neceffary loftrudions for profcculuig 

• ReS’' S'"* ? ‘1° '^““mitiee of trade. ^ 
ofW concerns (hall con/ift 

Loul^ whh“,h "“f ‘I'' proprietors niallflanit 

names Proportions affixed to their 

toemen" 


Ac a 


confultatioo, the 5th of September, 


Theright honourabirtedClive. ptefident, &c. 


rath ofTugullfo tiic'jd o[% ftooi ■' 

fore the board anH September are laid b 

cerns therein' p’topofed bein' 

Ordered Th. n “ “ "S SPproved, 
end that the fame time" b-''^ 

following gentlemen, ^»h^ar^n'^“°‘“■'‘! 

-Orroto the committee of ^LSeTwrd'f.ra, o' 
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For carrying the phn into execution as foon aS 
poflible. 

* William BnglitweU Sumner, Efq; &c. 

Extract of a general letter to Bengal, per Wbr* 
cefter, &c. dated the 9th of February, 17 ^ 4 * 

Ueceveed m Bengal, t5th July, 1764* 
Ofie ereat fource ofdifputea, mvfunderftand** 
ings, and difficulties, which have occurred with the 
country government, appears evidently to have ta- 
ken Its rife from the unwarrantable and licentious 
manner of carrying on the private trade by the 
company’s fervants, their gomaftahs, agents, and. 
others, to tlie prejudice of the fubar, both with 
tefpefbco his authority and the revenues jufUy due 
to him. , 

The diverting and taking from his natural fub- 
jedts the trade in the inland parts of the country, to 
which neither we, or any perfuns whatfbever, de- 
pendent upon ui, or under our proledlion, have 
any manner of right, and confequently endanger- 
ing the company’s very valuable privileges, in or- 
der therefore to remedy all ihefe diforders, we do 
hereby pofitively order anddFreSh < 

Thatfrom the receipt of this fetter, a final and 
eficduil end be forthwith put to the inland trade 
in fait, beetle-nur, tobacco, and all other articles 
whatfoever, 'produced and confumed in the coun- 
try » and that all Luropeans< and other agents, or 
gomaftahs, who have been concerned in fuch trade, 
be immediately ordered down to Calcutta, and not 
ftiffered to return, or be. tcoliccd as fuch, by any 
other perfon'. » ^ / 
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_ Tfutour fi’rroaunJ privileges of being duty-free, 
a^e certainly confined to the company’s export and 
import trade only, you are to have recourfe to,' and 
keep within, the liberty therein flipulated and gi* 
Ven, as nearly as poflible Lc done j but as by the 
Connivance of the Bengal government, and con- 
Itant urages,. the company's covenant fetvants 
have had the fame benefit as the Company, with 
icipect to their export and import trade. *' 

* 1 , y? A* they ftoold enjoy the fame, and 

that duftudis be granted accordingiy j but herein 
the moft effeaual care is to be la&n, that no es- 
upon any account 

ynthftanding any of our former orders, no ’rater 
ed out"his'^° of » duftuclt, untii he has fetvf 

free merchem. • 

have the b "ot iniiiied to, or to 

• «=topaytlrid:!|“'’“P^"l'’= 

As no agent or goniaftahs, are to refnie nn ac- 

ofTecoSntrv"l?h'r’m">'°f '''= “'-"d P^'» 
ed pr vam , /n’e- , on account ofiicenf- 

the means of the - o"d through 

refidingat the fevciri fub^ fetvants, 

been ufuai, f“h“tdtnates faSories, as has 

gh-mg 0^=™^ giving, he befor-e-' 

of the country and harm'* Pt'fftve the tranquiiuy’ 

thofpiritof,ando„rm7^1-tS-S-ride.. 

necemr/ 
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jcefTary to anfwer the dcfired purpofes. And 1 £ 
ly perfon or perfotis are guilty of a contrlvcntioa 
them, be they whomfoevcr they may ; if our own 
rvants, they are to be difmiifed the fervice, if 
hers, the company’s protedlion is to be with- 
awn ; and you have the liberty of' fending them / 
rthwith to England, if you judge the nature of 
e offence requires it. 

We cannot avoid, in this place, taking notice of 
le endeavours of prefident Vanfutart, to form a 
an of regulations ; which, though it appeared fo 
Ivantageous to individuals, was ftrongly cenfured 
y the maJorUy of the council, as not giving them, 
wording to their way of judging, a fuflicient fcope 
f their unwarrantable trade ; however, we are fa- 
sfied of the prefident’s good intentions j but, at the* 
ime time, we fav it was not calculated fo as to 
revent future mifunderftandings with the fubah 
id his govarnmenr, becaufe thereby an inland 
lade was to be admitted of, which has been be- 
irc obferved, would cenainly be attended with 
onftant embroils and difScuUies.” 

Extraftpf the general letter to Bengal, dated the' 
^ 15th of February, 1765. 

“Incur letter of the eighth of February, and firfl:' 
of June hit, we gave you our fentiments and di-' 
reftions, very fully, in rcfpeflto the inland trade 
of Bengal ; we now enforce the fame in the ftrong- 
elf manner, and pofuively inllft, that you take no 
fteps whatever towards renewing this trade, with- 
out exprefs leave ; for ivhich purpofe you mull no^* 
.yoi.dV, . ]vi . fail 
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iaU togive us the fuHcft information upon the fab* 
je<x, agreeable to ourabove-meniioned direSiona 
r if I *”^°*^^**^® orders IS the more mdif 

pcnlable necefiary, from our ob(cr\ing thccoar- 
plaints of the prefent nabob, taken notice of aai 
^terred to, in our feperate letter of the 20{h of 
reoru^ary, 1764. relating to the many difficuiiic, 
oardihips and oppreffions, we met with, rcfulii e 
iromthe before-mentioned unwarrantable andli 
‘ntirc confide-c: 

m lord Chve s great abilities and good inientioni, 
that we make no doubt thefe great abufes wiliU 
nn^ objcifts of his cjrc and attention , 

Btt^ually into execution. 

‘"c'cafe to our reven-s 

°n.rtecVl f '“P=" f™™ 

has arifi from t’b's “ax." 


Eshma of the g„„,, , 

26th of April, 1765. 


and for the arris al ofJt 

9 S they have been'r""'i'"<"''’“ ^ecompaoicd hi 
tell judges of thi° they are I 

hauan entertain nf '*■= company and I 

C lefe “fheEnghlh 

iorry to fay * tour years , which, we a 

* S^ocral, that they have be< 
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guilty of violating treaties/ of 'great oppreOioti; 

and a combinanon to enrich t^temfeWes. 

We do not here ttiea,n to enter into a difcufilon 
refpedingthe political condudh of. our late gover- 
aor and council i but, niuft lay, that an undoubted 
thirft after riches feem to have polTelTed the whole 
bodyof ourfervams to that degree, that they have 
loIVall fight of.jufticc to the country governmenr,’ 
and of their duty to the company. 

In reading the opinions of the levcral members 
of the Ute council refpedting this illegal trade ; 
by which we mean, the articles of fait, beelle-nut» 
and tobacco, wearc aftorjilhed to find thofe among 
them who pretended to found their right on the' 
firmaunds. < 

. Treaties of commerce ate onderftood to be foe 
the mutual benefit of the coniradUng parties : 'll is 
then impofiiblc to fuppofe, that the court of Delhi, 
by conferring the privilege of trading free of cuf- 
toms, could mean an inland trade In the comnio- 
dines of their owovcountry, at that period unprac- 
tlfed and unthought of by the Englifi^, to the de- 
ttilmcnt of their revenues, and the ruin of their 
own merchants : we do not find fuch a conlbuc- 
tion was ever heard of until our own fervants firft 
invented ic, and afterwards fupported it by vio-' 
knee neither could it-be claimed by the fubfe- 
<^ucnt treaties with Mjjcr Jafficr, or Coffim Ally, 
which were never underftood to give one addition- 
al privilege toj trade, beyond what the firmagnds 
exprefled. ,ln lliorf, the fpecious arguments ufed 
by thofe who pretended to let up a right to it, con- 
vince us they did not want judgment, but virtue to 
wiihLland the temptation of fuddenly amalfing a 
• • ' great 


gre^ fortune, although acquired by means incom* 
pauble with the peace of the country, and their 
duty to the company. 

_ hqually blameablc were they, who achnowledg- 
ing they had no right to it, and fchfible of the ill 
eonfequences refultiog from affiiming it, have ne- 
verthclefs carried on this trade, and ufed theau- 
ttoty of the company to obtain, by a treaty ex- 
c a fanflion for a trade to enrich 

thenifelves, without the lead regard or advantage 

a'i?"’’’?"?’ ‘‘"y emploved to 

protcdtihem m It. ^ ' 

duSe^.l’ieA'’" T®'™ which their 

intereft ffo^j'^ ”, f“gg'fted. It is for the 
fct d“en^e employers ; they would not have her 
iitated one moment about it ; but this criterion 

feems never once tb have occurred. 

iilhand^h'^eoum'"®"'” between the Eng-, 

slgSiHSl 

wc hooed^we i- confidence, which 

who aC"' ^8!",''=''' i" thofe fe’rvants, 

fecnes^we c 'befn ftrange 

and abilities of lord r/’ we rely on the zeal 
•bcfeIca“i”^Ci«-“"'l'> gentlemen of. 

ceivedby ihcdJkco'f'Albanv' 

'inn of an agreemenr K ^ make men- 
J=ffier, and aSe“ov^', ““" J'’' 

oOVvtnor and council Cnee iho ' 

treaty 
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ti'caiy LO’icluded witK hlra on the lOth of Ju(y, ^ 
1763, by which it is ftipolatcd, that the prefenc 
nabob fhall pay, over and above the thirty .lacks, 
for the company, mentioned in that treaty, forty 
lacks by Way of relVuutloo* to make good the 
Ioffes of private pcifons ; befidcs twenty.five lades 
to the army, and twelve lacks to the navy, not 
named in the treaty j making together the enor- 
mous fum of one hundred and feven lacks of ru- 
pees; which IS above one ^riUion three hundred 
choufand pounds fferVmg. 

It is a very exitaordinaty circumftancc that there 
is no mention made in any of the letters from our 
late governor and council, of what fum was to be 
given 4y the nabob to make good the private 
although In their letter of the lyih of Scpiemberj < 
J264, they fay they have regulated the payment 
of the rcllitu(ion to the merchants, which tibplcs 
the being in poffelTion of a fund for that pucpole 3 
butwe muft fuppofe, jf the reports as to the (ums 
ftipulatcd to be given for this ufc, and alfo by way^ 
of donation to the army and navy, are true, that 
they purpofely omitted to acquaint us of the parti- 
cular amount from an apprehenfion that we could 
never approve of an agrtement uith the nabob of 
this conlequencc, and forfuch exccllive large futrs 
of money, without adviffng us thereof, .-and giving 
us vtry good rcafons' for a proceeding winch lo 
neatly affects the honour and Intereft of the com- 
pany j indc^, when wc conHder the prefent daie 
cf the country, Invoh'ed, for years part, in contl- * 
nual wars, and drained »is riches and the blood - 
of its inhabiUnts, it is impoffible for us ita fup-'. 
pofu our own fvrvants capable of adding fo greatly 
I to 
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the n ’'y compeling, or even pctfuading 

the nabob to pay fuch exorbitant fmns of ironey; 
and at a time when by all accounts, heishiniWf 

“-rv rl yot a particular account of 

ra;!on n a fay "ay <=f do- 
each of ^orf"" denomination, by any and 
S anreernt r“"“- “ ^"d military, who, hot 

tmnSeTrrd r O'faet'vife, in what 

diatelvrrj V nhatfervices; and that vou iininc- 
and tl« “ “P‘” of <fa='> agreements, 

individu?! toccthe?'°“i,"'“f fay*"'!^ 

nlreadv na'id -^and ^ P'opo'l'on has been 

>0 njuS'mS'”''’ ’”5'’* 

traordinaiy tranfaftion ’Th“''i' '*■' 

tion of the comnu^ *'* ^lonour and reputa* 
at llahe ; and when*tiier nation, are 
W be knowr h/v 'o Pn[>rcu|ars, if true, eoiiie 
P'icit exriIanation^nH^^*'rt and mod cx- 

prefent totallv im' We, who are 

accounts can onlv from any authentic 

bear that fuch ihinosh?”? “ftoninniicnt, to 

B'ft to outfeuS nIL . h =? f'-B' 

Oabob could b- cxocrtcd^^' Ponciples the prefent 
■P make good the lofc P POfftaded. or required, 
optrying on, to their”? faf individuals in 

P/ejudice of the comna^nv?!, '"1’’“''“'°'’' ‘fa- 

cii and unwarrantable^ 

craiivc trade in the arrid/.* ^ 

tobacco; andwc areas ' [ fa'«'=->Pt. =nJ 

''Potcasmuchatalofstoccmprc, 

i . , heqd 



hcnd how the fervices rendered to the new nabob 
could dcfcrvc To exorbitant a confideration to be 
given to thofe ho were only doing their duty m 
the fcrvice* of their king and counuy, and ot this 
company.** 

^ i 

Extract of the feperate letter to Bengal, dated th© 
24ih of December, 1765, 

“ Although it was thought fit to confirm the 
treaty made with'Jafiier Ally Khan, in 1757 > he- 
caufc the capture of the felilement bad involved 
the inhabitants m one general ruin ; and without 
fucha reftitutlon, it muft have funk under the ca- 
lamity, or it would have been the work of many 
years to reftore it to aiflourifbing condition ? no 
^ fuch circumfiances exifted in the prefent cafe, 
yourfeivcs aggreiTors m^thcivar, and in a great 
meafure brought on by an iJlicic trade^ of which 
we ihall give our fcntimcnts in the Tcquel* We 
feir to this demand will be found, for the moft 
part, an indemnification for the lolTes fuflained in 
that very trade. > • ^ 

, Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid 
' open to us afccne of tnoft cruel oppreffion, which 
is indeed exhibited at one view of the 13th article 
of the nabob’s complaints, mentioned thus m 
your confulcations of the 17th of October, 1765, 
The poor of this country, who ufed always to 
deal in fair, beetle-nut, and tobacco, are now de- 
prived of their daily bread by the trade of the Eu- 
ropeans, thereby no kind of advantage accrues 
to the company, and the government’s revenues 
greatl} injured. We fliall for the prefent ob- 
^ lertc to )ou, that every one of our fervants con- 

’ cerned 
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tcracd in this trade has been guilty of a breach in 
iniMd trSc on the 

of.heftleaP„nri:„Urei“;T;rroVfovf^^^^^^^^ 

in the aVtide of “’= “f f^rvants 

deJs'^onr iLmb'"'* ‘'■'■“f ^ 

herations tvh ch „ f “"der ourdeli- 

b«tlc-nut, and ?„t ‘co>' Nor'^J’" 
ineansohviatetlicobieftW -r^ I “ 

trcfs of the poor and tb, 

for if you pay only a a pe”S‘° 

Erttraa 

olDoMal^tTs^^TOpcX'roto'-'r'^ 

fve articles, which^runs .r, '=“E‘'r ‘bo 
"dfy and ccnfirtn T he =" “ I <>o 

panted them by their firm the privilege 

hnlhookums carryin- on "h f^'oral huf- 

Jhcirownduftuci:, free fr^m^'ii'!?'^'' bf means of 
mpodtions, in all p3,t5-^,““ dunes, taxes, and 
m the article offal? on wh^n^bn'ry, excepting 

oent. IS to be leviedCthe r “ ^ P" 

market price.” " «wana, or Houghley 

This 



^ Tllis fiftB article is totally repugnant to our of-- 
llcrs, contained in our, general letter hy the Kent 
hnd Lapwing, dated the ift of June, 1764,111 
which we not only exprefted our abhorrence of an 
article in the treaty with Mecr Jaffier, literally cor- 
refponding with the prefect fifth’ article i but in 
pofitivc terms direfted you, ia concert with the 
nabob, to form an equitable plan for carrying ,on 
3hc. inland trade, and tranfmic the fame to us, ac- 
companied by fuch explanations and remarks aS 
might enable us to gUe our fentiments thereupon. 
We-mufi: remind you too, that in our faid general 
letter, we ezpreflly diredted, that our orders'in our 
letter of the 8th of February preceding, which 
W’cre to put a final and cfTeftual end to the inland 
trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and in all 
otlier articles produced aud confumed in the 
country, fiiould remain in force, until an equita- 
ble and fatisfaftory plan could be formed and 
adopted. ' As, therefore, there ispot the leaft la-* 
titude given yo‘u for concluding any treaty vvhat- 
foever refpefting this inland trade, we mufi^ and 
do confidcr, what you have done as an exprefs 
breach and violation of our orders, and. as a de* 
termined tefolution to facnfice theimereft of the 
company, and the peace of the country^ to lu- 
crative and fclfilh views* 

This unaccoun^blc behaviour puts ail end 
confidence In thofe who made this treaty, 
and forces us to refolvc on meafures for the fup- 
poretjf our autUorityj and the ptefervation of the 
company ; we do, therefore, pronounce, that every 
feryant concerned in that trade, (lands guilty of 
a breach or his covenants with us, aud of our or- 
VoL. IV. 2^ dersj 
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ders; and, in confequence of this refolution, x\c 
pofithcly diredt, that if that treaty is now fub- 
fitting, you make a reformal renunciation by forae 
folemn adt, to be entered on your records, of all 
right under the faid treaty, or otherwife, to trade 
in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco; and that )ou 
tranfmit this renunciation of that part of the 
fottn to the nabob, in Pcrfian language, 
t\hatcver government may be ettablillied, or 
whatever unfortfeen circurnttances may arife* It 
IS our lefolution to prohibit, and we do abfoluleh 
forbid, this trade of fait, bcctle-nut, and tobacco, 
and of all articles that arc not for export and im- 
port, according to the fpirit of the firmaud, 
which does not in the leaft gn c any latitude what' 
foever for carrying on fuch an inland trade; and, 
moreoicr, we (hall deem every European con- 

be that he 

DC forthwith fent to England, that we mav nro- 
cecd againft him accordingly. And every ^namc 

the '■>' *= dftiea due ro 

bob? fubTeSr JhTf ’V 
£ bamS M L"? , '“'“'Ptoteftion, and 

tl2 re(blutio„/hfr'“r'’' “'I'*. ‘t" 

the fcttlcmcnt. P“'''‘'='y throughout 

apnointment^to'tb^o^^'^ t^erried bis 

pofuivc orders 10 oufTr!"!"'"',’ our mol! 

tl.e trade of fait b„,? effcdual itop to 

«e expreffed to be Sc fource 

intcrett 
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interelt of the company ; yet, in the refultation, 
lyth Oftober, wherein , that order ^ taken into 
confuieration, he iign:, to a refoiution to catty on 
the trade of Hit and beetle-nut, paying the nabob, 
on fait, two and a half per cent, in direft breach 
of our orders ; and in tbe treaty with the new na- 
bob, he ftipulates for that right by an exprefs at- 
liclc of the treaty. ' * 

Although the treaty with Meer Jafiicr Ally 
Khavjti was catered into before Mr. Spencer’s ar- 
rival, yet he gat e his fanftion to every pare of it, 
particularly that which ftipulated reftitutton for 
loflcs, which, we make no doubf, he knew to be 
moftly Tuftained in an illicit trade, and prefer- 
ring the intcreft of.thc fervanrs to fbe honour of 
. the company, countenanced the aggravating cir- 
ciimftances which accompanied the fliamefuTpro- 
llicution of our authority/* 

Evtradt of the Company's Letter to Lord Clive, 

V dated lyth May, '1766. 

** My Lord, , 

** Wc have received your lordfhip’s letter of 
the ^och September laft, which, with the letter 
Irom the fclcft committee and their proceedings, 
have given us a clear view of the ifate in which 
your lordlhip found Qor affairs on your arrival, 
and the ftate m which they ^vere at the time of the 
fiid advices. 

When wc confidcr the penetration with 
which your lordfhip at once difeernedour true in- 
in every branch,’ the rapidity with which 



trv.'nblaffe^iStegnV’tto’hL"'^ franquility, 
aaions we n,,,? ^ governed all join 

bcing ftrirZv on 

bleilmesinthofto extenCie 

ccrell Lnfcs for the grot’ an?'’'°“ 

"’Ivetf ^ f 'l-'^thferpalty.”^ 

fete to whieh o*T“ 

being reduced from P°‘"t 

of ow femma and rapacity 

manners throughout the depracity of 

tircly with voiir loMnf "femttot : we agree cn- 
fairs were iIko in ivou'Ih 

have brought us to a moft “rattlt" 

Out letler to°he 7 ehft’"®"“V* 
ourfentiments of tu^n^ i i exmefci 

of donatioua/anVt , “'’‘“b-ed by way 

tliinkthcvaftfortunet'»«' JTiuft add, that uo 
Jiav e been obtained bv I” inland rrade^ 

=od oppteflicc ‘e“lfe moft tytannie' 

any age or country: x^e i„. \ ^ '''as known jn 
>n ourfentiments an«l nrj uninformed 

tfefitrt bnoolSge weTarorV'’" '“''jeft from 
^'P nottbcrkorc wnn and your lord-, 

tvpcticncc uc had of 'fet after the fatal 

uiittcd in this trade ihatw' 'lolent ahufes coiii- 
to tipprote it, esen i^ be brought 

manner with which i e„^ “ti mE'fer 
laid down in the cominiu«''“ .'bo plan 
Agree in opinion xvith xnn i ® l?*'°oecdings ; wc 
f’cty ofhuldingoutfn’ehLr ™ 'b=Pm- 

fe' ants, cit il "nS;'''-a"'ages to our chief 
(bn ratans of hor.outahw L?,- V’ap open to them 

“ty acquiring neompettpey 

in 
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* (n our fetMce , bilt the difficulty of tlie fubjcS, 
ondthefhort time we haveat prefent to confider 
i of It, have obliged us to defer giving our fenti- 
tunents and direftions thereupon until the ijext 
(lifpatches^ 

As the inland trade has been abolilhed pna- 
cipally v.\th a view to encouragement of the 
natives, we hope your lordlhip will find the means 
CO preienc its becoming a monopolv in anyliands, 
but more particularly in the hands of any power- 
ful native, from whom the poor might fuffer 
tliofc very inconveniences, for the prevention of 
winch, we have forbidden our fprvants to trade m 
it, and have rchnquilhed thofe advantages that 
wc Qutfelvcs might make by fijcH a monopoly* 

We have had too much occafion to remark, the 
tyrannic and opprcfiive conduct of all European 
agents who Inve got a vaj from under the eye of 
the prefidency, and we wifliv your lordlhip would 
make it an objeA of your coiifideration, how to 
confine the faid Europeans as much as poflible to 
the prefidenc) , and to thofe fubordmates where 
the largenefs of the invcftmcnt may require it to 
be tondufted b) covenanted Tenants, preferably 
to gomaftahs. 

Wc have the mofl: perfect fenfe of your lord- 
f lip’s difintereftednefs in every part of your con- 
duit, and we lhall not fail to reprefent this to the 
proprietors, and ihall,3t the fame time, inform them 
of the many great advantages your lordfiiip has 
obtained for the company But we fear, my lord, 
paft experience will teach them, as ic does us, chat 
the premanercy of thofe advantages will depend 
much upon jour brdfliip*s continuing m India, till 

)0U 
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you have fccn the regulations firmly enablithcd for 
the conduaing thtli. important affairs, -nothcr 
year's experience, and peaceable enjoyment of yoar 
acquifiuon, might fix them on a bafis, that ivou'J 
give hopes they may be as hftingas they arc great, 
and there is no doubt, ray lird, but the geoctll 
voice of the proprietors, indeed we may lay of eve 
ry man who wilhes well to his country, will be ta 
Join in our requeft that your lordffilp will cont nue 
another year in India . we are very fenfible of the 
ficrificc WL afk your lordllijp to mjkc. in defiring 
your continuance another year m Bengal, after the 
rendered the company, -od 
the dimculues you have pafled throueh tn accom 

plilhing them, under circumnarccs, in which vour 

ovvn example has been the principal means of re 

Itrammg the general rapacioufncfs and corruption 

which had brought our affairs fo near the brmk of 

verbal acknowledgments, and we have no doubt 
that fome fobd and permanent retributtor!, acle 

r;-: iSd?;™:," »■ 

Extraft of the general letter to Pennal, dated the 
lyih May, tyfifi 

undePrL' ft '= 'i'lpatched overland 

noce the “ ' the Vediell convey 

ro,nderatigaC"rxSrn;V^^^^^^ 

adi an 
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idvantagc , a duplicate thereof ttent by the fime 

■outc on the , and triplicate of icfealed, is 

nclofed to be opened by the feledt committee only, 
in cafe of lord Clive’s abfencc. 

by thiscontcyance we \/riie ro the Hrleift com- 
iiittee, in anfwcr to their letter of the 30^h of Sep- 
tember laft V but as your letter to them contains 
ratter of general and great importance to the af- 
fairs of the prefidency, when it is laid before you. 
It IS to be regarded and obeyed to all intents and 
purpofes as if dirciStcd to you in the ufual manner 
of a general letter 

Wc confirm the powers with which our prefiden- 
cy, lord Clive, and the reft of the felcdk committee 
arc already invefted, and we hereby give them foil 
authority co corrcAabufes of every kind, particular- 
ly in the colledtton and management ofourrevenues, 
to endeatouf by legal means to deteft ail forts of 
corruption in our fervants, civil and military, and 
to ponllh immediately thofc who difbbey the com- 
pany’s order?, or difrcgard the feledt committee’s 
regylations to take cognizance of all proceedings in 
Bengal againft perfons now difmifted by the com- 
pany for exafting or receiving prefents from the 
nabob, his miniftcrs, andotbeis, and to profecute 
them conformable to our orders by thisconvcy- 
ince, or any future offenders of ibs like kind. 
In fiiort, we give tliem foil power to do every a< 5 fc 
and deed whicji may contribute to preferve peace, 
iranqudiiy, difcipline, harmony, good order, and 
fuburdmation in the rcttlcment, by furpt.ndmg the 
offtnders from our fcrvice, be they whom they 
may. All other perfons not under cov cnents to us, 
who (hall offend in any of ihcfe points, muft have 

our 



( IM ) 

dur protedlon withdrawn from thani, and be fee* 
home. 

Sxtraa of a letter to the feleft committee, dated 
^ the 17th of May, 1766. 

i, "? “y '■“filler, we would hate 

It obfetved, that although this letter isaddrefliJ 
lo our prelident and the feleft committee, by war 
of aofwer to the.r’s of the 30th of September lall, 
general impottancetc 
the fain jhc prcfidtpc}, u is our meaning that 
the fame Ihould be' laid before the prefideni and 
cooned and (,e attended to, and the fame rccaiti 

fef as -"hid h 

mannL of V <0 them in the ufe.l 

so ^ ^ “geneial letter. 

Ied«weh!d''of''’“^'"'"'’ "lie firft Ineie- 

isHs?'‘=S.rs-Sat 

demanded for r ft i amazing funii 

'aft extent our eyeS, to the 

preffions of the un^ earned ; the op- 

the carryinelf on that have attended 

parts of the nabobs pervaded alt 

*hat a moooDoIv of ^ave c6nvincedu>j 

'“'■”g.“nu=oee,nTa«-^t^f:bofr 

Much 
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tocli ks been urged by our fervants at dlifef-* 
fcnt times, in favour' of the nght to, this; crade> 
\^hicbive have slvajs treated as a moH: abfurd^ 
ciaimi Thewordsot thcfirmaundsarcj "What* 
c^cr goods the Eagltlh conjpany (hall bnng or car- 
ry, &c. are duty tree*” 

To fuppofe that the court of D«Jhll coujd mean 
by thefe ^>ords a monopoly of the nepeflancs of life 
Over their own fubjcasisfuch an abfurdiiy, that we 
ihad not lofe time or words in trying to refute if ; 
focka conftiuftion fccnis never to htivc been 
thought of nil the year Wc do not find that 

lord Clivc, or the gentlemen wlio conducted out? 
afiairs at the time of the treaty with Mecr Jaffier,. 
in 1757/ conceived, they had acquired by thofe 
treaties any one additional, privilege of tndc j \ye 
had indeed, in the year l^ 6 zs fame private inti- 
mations^ of out fejvanis being engaged in fuch a 
trade, which wo took ootic<j of m our letter, of tho 
rp^h of February, 1762, to which no reply wai 
made, bucthere appeared nothing of it m our re- 
cords^ till a letter from the nabob ColTim Ally, la 
confiiUation, i8thO£lobsr, 1762, wherein he com^ 
p]ll^s■of the conduftof the company’s dervants at 
Dccca, m ^forcing the^ country merchants to take 
tobacco, and other things above the marker price* 
Soon after, the debates on the mongheer treaty ex- 
plained to us, that the Enghlh had been concerned 
in thistradeforfomc'ycars ; and indeed three years 
potleflion had-taugbt them to look upon it as a 
matter of right, and vindicate it as fuchmthclc 
ncgociations with Cofiim Ally Kawn. " 

Voi.. ly. 


o 


As 
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As foon as it came to our Lnov.ledga we ftriftijr 
forbad it, underthe date of the 8th of February, 
1764, which our governor and council tookin.o 
confideration the lyih of Odtober; though they 
prefumed, at the fame lime, to carry it on in defi- 
ance to thofc orders. . , 

You now defire our concurrcncc^in it for the ad- 
vantage of the company, and of the conipanv’sfer- 
vants. j < . , ^ ' 

With rclpeft to the company, it Is neither con- 
httent with their honour or their dignity to promote 
fuch an exclufivc trade. As"it is now more imme-, 
lately our lotercft and duty to protect and chcrl/h 
the inhabitants, and to give them no occafion to 
look oti every Enghjhman as their national enemy, 
aienlimeni we think fuch a monopoly would nc- 
an y fuggeft ; we cannot therefore approve the 
nuf •'arfing in fait, beeil:- 

ord«, V^, confirm our farmer 

ohfe./f “ nboluion. And «o nruft kre 
iiknTl,lV°”’ '’'““‘mne inthcYamoopi- 

.iS evLv on ’S'*' °f February lafl, 

nL k, ? 'Fc lira of June, 

The covenants. 

v'-SsErrflitXn: « 

fully fenfiblc rW h ^ pradtices. We arc 
uuyienlible, that thefe innovations and illegal 

iraiHc. 
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traffic laid thej foundation of nil the bloodflted, 
maiaercs^ and confufion, winch ha^c happened 
of late 5 ears : we cannot fufrccotirfelves to indulge 
a thought towards the. continuance of them upon 
any conditions' whatfoever. No regulations cm, 
in our opinion, he formed, that can be clU-daial 
to prevent the like confequenccs which we have 
feen. ' Weconfidcr it too, as difgtaceful and be* 
low the dignity of onr prefenc ficuatjon, to allow 
fuch a monopoly* If we were to allow of it un* 
der any reftndUons, welhould confidcr qurfelves 
as affenting andyfubfpribing to all the mifehiefs 
which Bengal has prefented to us for thefe four 
yeanpaft. At the fame time, we do not mean 
that the ancient duties upon thefe commodities, 
which cgnduute part of the revenues of Bengal, 
ihould be araliflied ; but we leav e the adjuAmenc 
ofihofc duties to your lodgment and confidera- 
tbn. Aud ht e we tnuft enjoin you to have par- 
ticular regard "and attention to the good pf the 
natives, 'whofe intercll and welfare are now be- 
come our primary care; and wecaraeftly rccotn-' 
mend It to you, that you take the moft effectual 
methods to prevent thefe great neceffipes of litc 
from being nionopolifcd by the lich and g^eat 
amongft thcnifelves, and by that means the poor 
andvwdlgcwt become UaWc to tbofc gticvaucea aud 
ccadions which we mean to prevent pur own peo- 
ple from being guilty of,” ^ 


Extract 



C *34 1 


Kxtcaft of the general Confultations, dated 2)i\ 
M . 1767. ‘ 

Prefent, 

The Hon Harry VercH, Efq. Prefident, &c 

“ Ths committee of tr:defcntm 3 !-ttcr, re 

queftrag, 35 the focictj’s cxcluG.c right to tht 
inknd trade m the article, of fait and beetle ant 
will expire the 3d of September, the board will, 

B^““dto thc commilltt 
nme allow fuffici'ct 

am^l quantity of tjiof' 

articcs mat then tenain on hand, which they 

™r! wthTlie ctnfiderable, al the contra/ 

f"/-^'tha’ '“jpufttce be acquainted in an 

S=Ss!F|SS“E 

William. 5,c. Council of Foit- 

" Hon. Sir and Sits, 

five fgh *to'thc'.n|™a''t 25 S>™tj’s exclu- 
fait and beetle cur "* articles of 

nur, fjp.r„ the 3 d of September, 

t\c 
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vfC arc to recjueft you v/iltj agreeable to the deed 
gnored to u* on bchaif of the propnecoj-s, aliow 
fufficient time for the difpofalt of \vhat fait and 
beetle nut may then Tetnam tn hand , of the. 
fonnerarude, r c imagine, t]p2re ti'iU be a^ery 
large quantity, as the coatraAors with the fgciety 
for It did no? begin to debver tons iiU the prefen? 
month. *’ ' 

We are, / ^ ^ ^ 

bfon. SicandSirs, ^ 

Your moft obedient, / 


Tort WtUiam, 
jjth Julyj, 1767. 


fumble Seci^ants, 
Jons- Cartier, 


\ 

Extradtof Fort- William's Con jultatloji, the jflof 
September, 1768. ^ 


*‘'Thc Hon. Harry Verdft, Efq, Prefidetit. 


The general Icttci‘, under date of the aotb 
of 'November, 1767, 15 now read, and the fol- 
lowing refolutions taken in conrequcncc, 3 
That paragraphs 38 , 90, and 102, be fcqc 
to all the fubordinatcs , and, m confequence of 
t the tender regard and attention which the honour- 
■able company have Ihown to the wdfarc and cafe 
of the native jinhabitants, m prohibiting their 
fervaats, and all other Eprppwns under their pro- 
. tciftiQa 
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tedlion, from trading in fait, bectic-nur, or to- 
bacco, or any other article, the produce of thu 
country, but what is meant for exportation, it 
being their cxprefs intentions that the inland trait 
ot the country fliallbc confined to the nail cl 
onJy. I . 

It vjas-agreed and rcfolvcd, That, fromthii 
An’, j privilege of the fociety of too 

fait trade (hall be at an end, and that'any Euro- 
pean who (Iran be found afting, either dircaiy 
or indireaiy contrary rothefpTrit of thefc the 
mmpany s orders, fliall not only fuifer confifea- 
Slh^ “ «n'l»ny’a-rc‘rvaat, 

fivie^e than fl- 

"til 

^ “ TSon'. Sir and Sirs,., 
pa’nicT*with°an exf ^ lcttcr,'accoin- 

falesofFaUin ftTd-n'S'.kT 'hat'their 

a Hop to by the cnml**'”? alnioll- put 

in the pettLpans - ^oniallahs making lilt 

ago they received’s ’i^ntupngus, that fometime 
bnd appMiS to nature, 

tat ash for redrefs: 

orders have proved ineffcaual, they 
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rcnucft will dircdtan enquiry to be Into ^ 
llic contiuQ: of ihc pelre gonwftahs 5 “ whac 

they arc accufed oi fliouW be proved, they hope 
\\G uill order them to be puniibed, and made ac« 
countable of the fait they have Ibid, and the falc 
that has been boiled in the petre-pans, and la 
not >ct difpofcd of: that VbC lutchec defirc;t he 
caufc publication to be made throughout the Tor- 
bote country, prohibiting all perfons making any 
fait in thofe diurifts. 


' We arc, with rt-fpeft, 

^ Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, 

Fort-\Villiam, Humble Servants, 

JoHv Cartier, &c," 


April i-jy 1753. 


E'ctrsd of a Letter from Mr. Pitt Letliculier to 
the Committee of Trade, 21ft March, 1768. 

Your favours of the 27th of January have 
been duly honoured with, aod do aflurc you I 
have, and do ufe all manner of prudent methods 
to difpofc of your file ; and It Is no ftnall concern 
tome, tathiak I have not in all this time been 
able to mflhe any greater progrefs therein ; but 
till all the country fait which has been made this 
cumtit -)caT, as well as pare of that made laft 
year, is fuffitienily run otf, I cannot expect to 
make any great hand in the laic of your fait, for 
all the buzars m ihU diUnt^ arc full of this coun- 

try 
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try 6ft, which the petre gomafchs fell at 2 dJ 
a, rupees per maund, and all this throueh tit 

who hate a fello-v feeling therein; antll hater 
W r^F-P.™? wnnothelp fat. 

•• 'J^X^.P^oplewill not readily den, I 
a f"'=““‘'-tgamcnt itith onl; 

confer 1 ‘“’y' "'ll! bw 

mahlht. “S“'“ people mull 

Snfi? . ^ ond mother 

w&hX P*^"" "'■ '>' nrade, by 

Pavs onlvX 1 “" nothing, for the conipaii) 

■wr«e “''“P ‘■“f .P“X i 

• of to nretem “"P®'' I ‘=^“■'1 

. to beft the Tolf of folfr 

they mide ZT f“'l".®''" Jo'^ovc, tWr< 

fait, but to n°ale 7c them'maJ.ing'ol 

;6metimn pyL°L’"T “P' 

huzars, forb!ddm“ ^ooitoms, to beat the 

• fait of the Carnni>“ Poop'o from bu) ing fuch 

'het,ouM fr„d me hisP"’J’''=’ I^ni.-if 

’cffedt, I would n,. pern aanah to that 

'thought Dfonrr- f Cvccution if hc 

'tcreft of^hc^diiferrn/^PT’ ^ before/ the ia^ 

-whofe jutifdiajon Jjghecdats, w 

’ petre gomaftahs t)y ^^rconnjs layy anfl the 
beputm fmer "o otdets,fronr Patna M 
brought to light. fucli orders arfruot 

fprft'inw™h,Sh'’fomr f™” P““t. to In^ 

»« ‘''0CarconJ* ^„f 

“s making of bit of pitre, 

‘ though 
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llougti tliere has been fent repeated orders to the 
ontrary, and he alfo forbad them, yet no fooner 
was hvs back wtned, but they fell to malting of 
altafrelh, which the company’s peire gomaftah, 
'Eman Box) here fells in the buzar at 4 and 2 •§ 
opces per maund. The Carconna people had ra- 
hcr make fait than petre, bccaufe the one is not 
■iear the labour, or at leaft does not take fo much 
boihtig as the other does j befides, the petre isnot '■ 
only rupees 1 ^ per maund, which is the com- 
pany's price as I am informed ; fo that it is evi- 
dent, they all combine in making of fak for the 
fake of the profits arifing therefrom, which they 
fhare atnongft them, to the no fmall detriment 
of the company's inveftmeotof fak*pctre j and as 
long as this is the praftice, I muft repeat again, I 
cannot expeift to fell any great quanti^ of your ihit, 
till this country lak is pretry well confumed, and 
they dtfeontinue making it# It makes me very 
uneafy, to fee almoft aU the (hops in Durbunga. 
full oi the faid commodity, and am informed it is 
fo all over this diftti<fl. There has been run ia 
upon me in this diftriit, over and above what has 
been made, abooi 20,000 maunds ; fo that I reck- 
on in the whole here has been difpofed in all 80, coo 
tnaunds within the compais of one year ; and ana 
informed the french are Tending no.v Ibnoe toizs 
loaded with fair, from Chamagore, when the h» 
Unghee opens. In fhorr, all ihefe things pet 
thcr, I beg leave to lay before you, gtcL’etaen fzr 
your fcrlous coDfjdcrauon,and, at the 
demonfttate, kisnoway^my fault 
hnherto been fold, and wifh fHzis'Y 
VCL.IV, .p 
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cerely, it hy in my power to difpofo of it in a d:j’i 
time/’ • ; 

To Thomas Rumbotd^ Eiq; chief of Patna, dated 
the 4th of May. 

SIR} 1 

The gentlemen of the foclcty of trade have rc» 
prefented to us in a letter, which wc now inclofc 
Dunbunga 

diltnft have been almoft put an entire Rod toby 
the company s falc-petrc, gomaliah’s maldog faltia 
the petre-pans. ^ 

A ® defire that you ' will malcc the 

ftridleft enquiry mio the condua: of thefe gomaf- 
o'ify pfnilh with the utmoR fcverlty 
of the crime Ihv 

Efq.- P-C^rnr 

■ severnor, &c. council of Fort WilLm. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

fiant, incl!ifin™rcopy”of\T"°'^ '““r'’’ 

o py of the reprefentation from 
‘ ■ Mr. 
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Mr. Letheullcr to the, committee of trade, of the 
^oflcs hjffered by the fociety from the quantity of 
falc made and vended in the Jcrhut dillndb, by 
ihe company's fa!t^petr^ gomaftahs. ‘ 

i muft beg leave to obferve, that this account 
exaggerated to the higheft degree ; from ray know- 
jedge of the quantity of falt-petre there made, I 
am certain it i$ impoffible fo much faje could be pro- 
duced ; and to fticw how little detriment the- In- 
veftraent met with, it need only be remarked, 
that there has of late been an increafe^ not defici- 
ency in the article of falt-pctre. 

' From the refufe of the petre, an inconfiderable 
quantity of fait has always been made, which 
yielded fome duty to the fouzdar, who will comr 
plain on a total prohibition, and demand feme de- 
‘duAions in the rents. However, purfoant to 
your orders, I will Ihoftlydifpatch a proper perfon 
jn that country, to make drift enquiry into it, and 
punifh the gomaftahs, if they are found dcferving 
ofic. 


I am, 

t 

c Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Patna, 

f 5 th May, i y(55. Your mod obedient 

i I 

fumble fervanr. 


Thomas Rombold, 
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' , , AuguIV, 1768/'; ' 

■ S^’Mioi mlr“^h‘4''!hJ"“ “"Meratioa (he re 
ordered (he fair trade tn h ’(““j" direflors hav 
•^'ffiry meafurea ro h “d <f(=n= 

'Mcution^ came to tht f 1^“'-'^ “ 

*^e 52.'para((ranh rcfolutifan upcr 

='9!hof &ovSa, * Seoeral , letter of th, 

aft an recount, to obtain as ex- 

'oJleriea in th^ 4lLof •""> ^>0 ™n>t>er if 

Jands, and in th.? the com- 

Widnapore and Chutae6n»^^°'^^!l'?* 

the boardf' ®’ a mum, of, 

S"l^'^ '’fiSevas\j,°, ^'''ogoinied by' fomi 

f ".%I?no;vnbKaer'' 1'’“' they may be di. 
« poblic.fale, to Be«e^" '’'’“.hi* fpr them 
>_ /-^tc delivered oycrto rhl-'^^^r'^'^P”^^^ ’when 
Th""’f '' ■ ■t .T^'P'aivipuich'a-' 

m:Se'S'‘’'‘"^'‘''=-'hi? froth- en-, , 

Bamagore o- viz. Rafar- ' 

rh- 
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tlie collcftor-general, that he may put the fame in. 
to execution, andalfoto the rcfident ?t the durbar, 
defiring him to recommend to the adminiftration at 
Murihadabid the fame mode of dtfpofing of the 
collcnes under the nabob’s jurifdi<aion, as the com- 
pany have piefcTibed to us, and to obtain an ac- 
court of, and dniingui(h in the like manner as we 
have dtreiied to be done in the company’s landsi 

the number of thoie colkncs, and furnifij us with 
the fame as foon as pofilble. 

The duty to be levied on this trade for the go- 
vernment, the regulations, and reftriftions under 
•which ir is to be carried on, in order to prevent in- 
dividuals of our own and foreign nations mterfering 
in It, are tlie next objedts of our confidcratlon, and 
points of moft material confcqucpcc. 

Agreed, therefore, before we come to a deter* 
inination regarding them,^ that • committee be ap- 
pointed Co confift of MelTrs. -Cartier, Becher, and 
Ruficl, to confider on the reft of the general letter 
relative to this trade, and that they be requefted to 
inform themfclves ofe'vcry particular circumftancc 
which they thmlt may enable us to adopt a plan,' 
the moft: eligible for carrying on this important 
trade, conformable to the fpiric and meaning of the 
company’s orders, and Jay the fame before us as 
ibon as they have obtained every neqclTairy infor- 
tnauenfot tblspurpofci 


AK 
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At a confultsiion, October 7, 1768# 

, -» Prcfent, 

The honourable Harry Verelft, Efq, prefident,&c, 

< The book of (landing orders on the table. 
The confultation of the 5th inftant read and ap* 
- ^ proved 

' The committee appomted for laying down ^ 
plan, and propofing regulations for carrying on ih 
inland trade m fait, conformable to the-fpirxt aai 
orders, having finilhcd 

ftre the board, which were accordingly here read. 

, To the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq, prefideiil 
j l'’vernor,^&c counoiLof tort William, 

Honoured Sir and Sirs, I 

letterlflllT.' "I wi'Ii your ihcretary’i 

of the hn Ultimo, enclofing the paragraphs 

aoth of letter of ?he 

wbich relating to the inland trade n) 

-crcurallaace th ® '"foi-hi outfelvos of every 
>dopt a.„lan a might enable you to 
‘eede,^on?o ‘ f"-- “"yog « 

company’s orders"* dpincand meaning of the 

makiog°the''neceirar''*’”'' ^‘"*°“Vlve' have been 
S me necelTary enquiry, and we now beg 

leave 
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‘ leave to lay before you wha? appears to us bfift cal^ 
culatcd for the purpofe. 

We would recomniend, that an advertifemcnt be 
ilTued, agreeable to the company** orders, ■'contain- 
ed in the 99ih and loift paragraphs of their let- 
ter, that no pcrfon may hereafter plead ignorant 
of them 

f An advertifemcnt has already been iflued, relat- 
ing to the fait of the coUenes m the company*s 
lands, but before they are put to fale, the mer* 
chants (hould he acquainted, that they will not 
be allowed to raifc the price of fait at Cal- 
cutta and Uaiahbaharry, above ficca rupees no 
per maund of 8o ficca weight, (which the 30 ficca 
rupees duties, is the highcft price allowed by tl]e 
company) otHerwife they may hereafter complain, 
that they advanced in the price for the purchafe of 
the coUenes, on a fuppofition that they would not 
be reftridted m their fales ofithe fait* -n 

As the honourable company have only reftridted 
the merchants in the felling price of their lalt at 
Calcutta and Rajabaharry, v/e have thought-proper 
to fubmit to you, whether xt would not be condu- 


cive to anfwer the fpint of ihcir orders/ if JC were 
recommended to the country government to firihe 
price of^falr at the principal markets throjghonc 
the country in the fame manner as ir is dene here 
and at Rajabaharry/ allowing a-reafojiable profit jo 
the purchafers from our marts. ** ^ ^ 

The creek oppofite to Barnagore (called Bailee 
Creek) recommended by thiTcourt of dircftois 
we find from a forvey made by the mafter auendl 
anr, and one of the honourable company’s furvev- 
ora. as pec Mr. RinneU’s dpit. traofimttcd here* 


T/ithj 
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inerchriir who T*'’ r“ "'''* “ convenient for iht 
bad their boats ; we flfo find“R '1“ " 

a report made by the fociete of from 

place', verv nrno^, fo i j s agent at that 

the caftward!^ ^ otlodging the fait produced to 

«ty of fa"f reccTvrf’bv^i ‘!l“. SreateS quan. 
year,’ was an aS “o® 

markable favoiirabte leaf "'n® >“ n-'f 

for fixmg, the dmv oS^ °n- ^S.ooooo 
Collcfted on the iJr dY"r company to be 

Rajabaharry. and wha t f “r 

the pachet palfes ''the r r through the 

quantity to produce too on ' 

exchange of as. jd, pt curre'’?“‘^* 

pees ay 5 lof.^butin '“P“> '* Uccaru- 

receive the fum nipulated'^bVfh ' company may 

fonformanufaSurlng klt Sn thefea- 

we recommend that thf unfavourable, 

chafers. ' . * paid by the pur* 

Wc recommend that Mr c i . ^ ’ 

a proper place for coll defired to fix 

»hat Is .tfanfported Jo ?h^"S i^P<Jn ftic 

and Midnapore, Burdwai 

haveproper chokies and to 


c with joro- 
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[)ef perwinnah’s, fpecifying the quantity of falc 
ind number of boats, to be granted by ihc counti'v' 
government, the chief of the neU fadory^ ortho 
collcdtuf general, each for the diftrids under them. 

Weekly returns of thefc psrv/annah’s fiiould be 
:ranfmilted ta a perfon to be appointed at Calcutra 
for that purpofe, \\hois to enter them in a general 
fcgiftcr, and we would have peons fe^nc \JitJh the 
perwannahs as at preftrtt with the duftucits, ind a 
fegifter kept of the arrival of fait at the difterent 
markets, to be tranfmittcd weekly to Calcutta, to 
be entered into the regifter iheie, ^ 

We obferve, that the company have ordered nr 
the looih paragraph of their general letter, that 
foreign laic flnllpaya duty equal to this country 
( fal:, we beg leave to point out to you, ibai fo- 
reign fait IS an article not allowed to pafs with the 
bentStof a dulluck, but pay^ the company’s cui- 
coms at Calcutta* and the governments duty at 
Hughley , if thofe duties arc mcreafed, and at the 
fame time, country fait lowered in its price, it \m1! 
be a difcouragement m general to thippmg, and 
may in the. end ba dccnrrental to the company by 
their not findmga % end for the (alt made at Malule- 
pataoi, and their lands on' the coafts ; the levying 
ine duty ordered by the company^ wtU alfoi be a 
great hardlhip.on the poor of this country, as they 
now purchafe foreign fait at a price 50 to < 5 b ru- 
pees per n aunds lets than thtfalc manuf^iSlared m 
i^cngal , and as tlie quanmy of foreign fait irnport- 
cd here, does not prevent the. whole of what is pro-' 
duced in ihi, country being confumed, the com- 
pany will not fulkr la their duties by it , i thfcre- 
Yot* IV, * pQjg 
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fore rtfconiniond that no incrcafe be made co lf^( 
duty now collected on foreign fair. ' 

^n^l^rfiand that advances were made for tht 
advertifement was'ifluei 
j. - ^ at the collaries would be put up to pii 

» ’ L ^ advances we think, flipuld be mJs 
niend rh 5 and.vve thercfo'rc'rccom* 

foie ^e^ade known to the merchants 

chinu f ^ * ^‘^f'dcs, the fum due to the met- 
for advances made this year, there ^yiIl br. 
Mohin^ ou^l^anding balances due from the 

them contra'dted wilii 

ar** of on 7 ^ °f lalt fcafon ; thefe balances, we 
the purchafers of 

for them Jr ’ tncrchani will have a claim 

'• - falc ofThe^n P^blifH before ih« 

V the Molungees only will 

arid be oblif^cH ® "’‘''t^hant for thofe baianew, 

of the counfrv ? according to the culloni 

/ from them. ’ appears - to Ke julKy'due 

letting of the^Burdu"”'^?''^^" province were' at the 
th^fLc June rented by 

three years- L I .*'•‘5 ^Of a Icafe of 

'■■■ith the exciufivf^ '* invert them 

is dcubtleT'fe"^**^^? fair. Wt it 

«‘enc. that ihc/‘ „* ? ^ emolo- 

if the o^ersTorAhe lands, ^ 

farm? they will , a.i,!If}i' from fhclr 
ihelart;„/.„,r. a dedudion from 


»K.. l a • r 'vm uatur 

laries. 


I,,:.. ■■'rm.is brfors the ftlt: of tho col- 
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Ui, Eechcr, the coUeiftor-gencral, has acquaint- 
ed us, thit the farmers of the three psrgunnah’s 
fiQcdown refnonftrances, winch arc traiitlac- 
mg, and will be Uid before you. 

In the Midnapore^diftfidts^ the coHaries are cs:. 
eluded ift the' zemitidats funnuds, and they haic 
been ufed to look, upon them as their own proper- 
ty,* if th^y are not trkeq fiom them, hwillbs 
necclTary either to gtaa; an equivalent or allow a 
dedudlton in their rents ; but as \vc are^of opinion, 
tha'tlt'wWd be fubverfive of their, natural right, 
to take the coUancs from them, and therefore un- 
^poUiic, we would recommend ihat the zemindars 
‘be allowed to v\ork {hemi and be obliged xo coa- 
traft with tho merchants for the fak that is manup 
Yadtured, and not to let one perfon centradt for 
more than the quantity which n^ay be limited by 
hina to i^be coUcdtorigencral { we' imagine^ that this 
^lClhod^vlll anAier the company’s intentions cquafp 
ly^wUh the colla,rje8 being (did at outcry^ and tho 
the merchants vvho^contrfift,, to iranlport it iq one 
of the public maf ts Cxed on. " ,j c - 
^ Such,^ gentlemen, aje the regulations that 
prefent appear tops moft likely to anfner the in- 
tentions of the'’honodrable the pdurtjOf diredlon j 
but aslhey dlljcr Widely from .alC-formct cuiloms, 
we mqfl. (leajc ihme to, prove, how far they pro 
indeed, we can forelee many s 
difficulties \n putting them into execution, upon lb 
tbojt hoiice, of an entire thangCj in j:he general fyf- 
tenl of carr)ingon this extenfivc trade j nor. U it 
iipprobable that many points may cfcape us, which 
on experience may be found to be material ; it was 
cur intentions on this occadoa to hayc coUe^ed and 


digefted the opimons of the principal native in’ia 
bitants, which might ha>c poflibly furmflied ir«Dy 
ufcful lights, but the fudden departure ofMefficun 
Cartier and Ruffell, and the multiplicity of bull 
nefs on the hands of the gentlemen of the cem 
mittee in their other departments, have not allowed 
us time to have the advantage of fuch afliftance 
hottever, we hope, what wc now have the honou 
to fubmit to your confideration,' will with )our 
pmendmentsanfwer the end purpofe;!, until a n eiv? 
month’s trial make it more perfedt and compleat, 

( 

' We are with refpedb, 


Fort William, 
Sept. 1768, 


Honoured Sir and Sirs, 
Your moll obecjient j 
Humble fervants, 
John Cartier, 


ihe^L^c moving from 

nor anl eftabhfhcd on if, 

It thp h golations made regarding the difpofal of 

fcar, %ncaV'J :‘ "> '>'= "“"it at the dor- 
orders for ‘o ilio minifters to.ilTuc (heir 

propofc with '*>= regulations sie. 

which ate as foUoI,V“ 


tTha 
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That a duty of 30 ficca lupees per loQ 

aiaunds, be colleded atHughlcy and Rajahab.ir- 
7;, and that the oQvetntncat"s officers eniplo)ed ta 
me colleftjon of this duty, granr^ p^rurannahs on 
;he receipt thereof, fpecifying the^quantity of fait, ' 
ihe perfotv it belongs to, and the amount of dories 
toUedtJ, which ffialLthen'pafs to the different 
marts it may be intended for, free of every other 
duty. And that this duty be collefled as the falc 
is brought to either of the fi^ft-named places, by 
ihofe who import it. ^ ‘ ^ , j. 

That iha ftridteft orders* be given to all other 
chokiers not to collej^ any further duty or toll on ' 
any fall, for which fuch pciwannahs iball be produ" 
ced, and to prevent any fmogghng i all fait at" 
tempted to be pafled without fuen pcrsvannahslball 
be confifeated. . ' 

That the ‘moft public noucebe ifTped in all parts, 
that afrcr'tlio payment of the above duty, no other 
* fliall be collefted under pain of the fevereftpunifb- 
ments', ’ And, 

; In order that the, intentions of ihcle regulations, 
which are ^cani folcly for thc«eafe and convenienco^ 

' pf the naltvcs, may not be fruftrated/ 

'Agreed, That' we recommend to the refident at 
the durbar, that at the fame time he ‘propofes them’ 
to'tl«raini{lers,Hie wUl alfomoft cari)ellly recom- 
mend to them to prevent as much as poffible^ a mo-. 

nopoly at any of the markets. . ' 

As there arc frequentiheans found by Individuals 
to convey ^ fait out of the provinces of Midnaporc 
and Burdwan,^ through tHc hills into Baharj and in* 

order to prevent this prafticf, , ^ 

Agreed, 
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'vrit^'tolh^aiah' tf ‘"'-g'""'-’' HtfeJ , 

nahs for all faluhat 

•rift, on the ncrfons tn^ ftnt through ibatiii/ 

maunds, and to ^ P^' 

which may or dial? hp f notice, that all h'l 
rahs fhail be 

ncral be furr/ier a * -/r^ colledtor-gc- 

•'■= refideltt at MidnapoTc ' t afthe' 

ons be.talf<‘n ,'« k-^ IiKe prccauii* 

them^alfo to Chittagong. """n 

l^itnaiwitll thefe^ 'thc‘ clihf ol 

"lilrequetl the olllef?, “"•* lliat'hc 

bring htcegh "to P""?' 

riandeftine maLV ° ] P™7!"“ °f J^^bar. in a 
wliateyer quantity bv “"b 'conhrcate 

into the province ivifi ^ ^'^'^nnieycd 

■.b^- itbc paSarTJ 'ovvannahs : aid 

•I’e durbar, the ^be refidcnt at 

'J'ac thcfc tellridlinna 'g^'tol and 'chief of Patna,, 
•bjl «as tna,),; J,J,J p. p ' •oeant bnly for the'Tal: 
I''?, to ‘be con-miitce.o/’t^li'^ that "belong-* 
be o,H|ngn;i], J ^ J >rade, "b’cli will al«a)S 

Pbc board ,1, „* ‘^"“S bod a duftuek " *'- ' 
•“'“dargoun the ordeT^f',*';''* into mature ' 

■’“urabic the court of d of the h'o-' 

k.terof tee tticntietl, ofM? ' .'“miained -in" their 

■•'•ndat.onrof.i.^/^J ftven, laa 'aifo the eoni- 
p!an, („r^,|,g^ better'a„,l PP“"’‘ori to cftablifh 

“"■““•ttoo the above “d ™ .T„d7"P P"'‘“"g 

ott. and the jailo,y,„g pa- 
ragraphs, 
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•agraphs -were now': read’, 91 to 104.' Ift anfwer 
lo paragraph [9 ij ■'the^ boftcd rcfolved» that v\hatw" 
ver'plan may be adopted, 'the.cafcand convenien- 
cy of the.nauves,.ihe.'cheapnefs’ of fait in every - • 
parr'of the. pouniry,- the. preventing of every op- ’ ■ 
preffldn, ' and ihe/micrsft of our employers,' in the , 
prefer, vation of. an, equitable and reafonable duty> 
ftiall’bb their primary objefts.: I ' . 

‘ In the 920' paragraph, of this letter, the honoura* « 
bU the court of dircSors. have thought proper to . 
order the collarjes to be put up. to public iaie.. ' 

‘.The boatd-have ever bcen^'and aUvayjftaU be 

particularly attentive to the orders and inftrucli- 
ensof .honourable the court of diredtors. They. 
,fh'aU'IlriCtly adhere and confirm, as far as Ues in ■. 
their'power,^ to, the regulations laid down by them, 

' for, carrying on. ihia important.trade j and'nothing, 
biit'a thorough convldtion,. that too rigid a regard' 

' to their orders rnight .prove prejudicial, to the in-^ 
teteft of,, the., company, cbuld- prevail upon/ or in- 
duce them to. deviate in a.- fingle point from their 
commands,;. they, find themfclyes however, - under- 
till? neeelficy,' in regarditoidifpofing of the colla-'. 
rics in- the manner thei -.hath bccn ’prefcribed, as it' 
appears from-rhe extraft of fome , letters which the ^ 
colleftor-gencral.ndw lays before tis.-and- arc-, en- 
tered after ihe.'confuUation, that ilicy cannoti puc 
in execution th‘^..parc.of the plan laid down by the 
court ofditeAors,.' without an actual and conlidcra- 
blt iiiminuuon.pfiihc..!company’s‘ revenues, in-thc ; 
provinces of. Burdvvan^and Midnapqre y for in the’ ' 
forjper diftrias, the farmers, who rented the collaries ' 
there, as part of the farins ai-the Jaft general fct- ' 
tlcmcnf du three leases, have very >}uft, claimi 
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to them, and have already remonftrated, aSsppciri 
by the petitions which the coliedtor-general no^r 
bjs before us for our inforniatjon. In the latter, 
the coihries are included in the zemindars fun- 
nuds, and have ever been conlidered as their own 
property, equally with their lands and habita- 
tions. 


It is therefore evident, that by putting up the 
collartes in Bnrdvvan and Midnapore, at public 
faie,^ \vc deprive the farmers of the privilege of 
making fait, and of courfe that emolument which 
hath enabled them to ehcreafe their offers for the 
land ; and that fuch a deduction from their farms 
wiUconf^ucntly lead them to claim a deduftton 
from their annual rents ; and that wc fhall take 
avvay from the zemindars in the Midndporc pro* 
Vines what actually forms a part of their zeroin- 
dariM, and from the profits of which they are prin- 
cipally enabled to pay the company's malguzary’s, 
vtmch libcity the committee of trade were parti- 
cularly attentive to wbenadting for thefocicty. 

cquityA.ould allow of 
ourdifpoffcfiing tbc fcvcnl prefeat renters of thefe 
collanes, yccjufticc muft induce us to account to 
icni for the old balances due from the molun- 
gtes, as well as the advances made to them fot 
fornw^ which for the more acurate in* 

lormauon of our honourable mafters, wc Iball 

tlitir already e:<perienccd m 

of the r as llands on the proceedings 

Wheats deemed 
it V as “Ilarics on a new It Iknu 

rlon?ti,'= O '^quttablc. that the old balances dtie 
Iron, tlic molungccs to the former renters, ftould 

bH 



hz firft made good, thq accounts dre accotdingljr 
delivered in, and, notwithftanding a ‘rigid feru- 
tin)% amounted to iro left rupees 533,045 : 1 1 : 3. 
Now, fuppofing the fame to be ‘done in Burdwan, 
IVUdinpore, and Chittagong, and the govern- 
ment’s lands, and vve eftimate the firfl: claims of 
the whole on a proportion with the Calcutta lands, 
it will Ibnd thus : If ‘an annual produce of fix 
lacks of maunds of fait (the quantity calculated 
'to be made on tbefe lands) have formed a debt of 
old balances ‘of rupees ' 533,045 : ii : 3, what 
wiirthe rehaainder produce on the other lands, 
‘tftimaied at io. lacks, yield Anfwcr> the fum 
of rupees 1,954,500 14 u6, which muft be 

accounted for,' Ihould the orders in the ^ above 
92d paragraph, for publicly difpofing of the col- 
laries, be put Into executionj The eftiroate we 
‘ judge to be confidcrably below the demands that 
would be made for ouiftandlng balances, fliould 
fhocollarics be put up to fale, from the veryun- 
favourable fcaJbn of laft year, ovving to the ,con- 
ftaot rain that fell, which prevented the molun- 
gees working out half. the advances made front 
the former year for that purpofe. 

The incrcafc of the revenue imde on the Cal- 
cutta colonies, {ici\tiouliy'tcvmbuxfcv\ *the com- 
piny, the amount paid by them fictitioudy, be- 
enufe the fame incrcafc might have been ojiide,' 
and the company have reaped that advantage, 
had no balance been to be paid. The collaiies 
in every other part have already kept pace in the 
jncreafe of tJicir rents as the above; how tiica 
arc the company to be reimburfed this fum ? Thti 
dviw they havediredbed 10 be levied, does already 
VoL, IV , R amount 
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amount to 30 rupees per 5 maunds ; a furttcr 
tax muft deftroy the diretiors grand objedts, the 

eafe nni^ rnnvpt>t#-rt/'rt r^F fK/. u.. i 


— . — ...w usaiiu uujgLlSj tOC 

cale and convenience of the natives, by enhancing 
the price of file. Another very material objec- 
tion :o the above orders of our irtallers, is, the 
infringement of tlic liberty of the molungets, 
which has been fo greatly apprehended by them- 
fclv cs, as let forth in their petitions on the publi* 
hitentions of a falc of tlic coUarics. 
The fale of any fpot of land, for the uorkin'^' any 
particular number of collaries, cannot anfwc? any 


purpofc, unicfs we infure to the purchafer 
Jrticc of thofc who are to ‘work them: and 


/I sT /* % worjc incm : ant 

lould fuch men offer as are obnoxious to the mo* 
they to be fupporred } Force 

'•''f«<ore> it is the unani- 
the board, That the collaries ia 
there diftrifts fliould not be pur up to falc; an 
"u the more inclined to, from 

up to the literal orders of the court of direflors, 
vet tS^T ^ to the company, 

mean^nV^of ‘P'™ and 

thet nofvf Ity the regulations 

they S ^ty'fS on the fair trade, 

iuft foitw pot it on an equitable and 

iofed with™, ?^“?ttofdite£fomhave pto- 
nicnccsthattheyf^'*'*'?"'® to the inconve- 

rcgulations m- ‘fi'ft ^ 

landholder, ivhofe SirT o ' “5 

to h-im by funnuds“VnltaU 

leafs 
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every affiftaiice to fecure to fuch merchants the at- 
tentive fcrvice of fuch molungees,' and again, to 
fee that the merchant (Iriflly conforms to his en- 
gagements with the molungees : and, m cafe at 
one merchant fliould feduce, or .attempt to f 
from another merchant, 1 
ihall be fined as the cafe may merit. The me 
ungectlms engaged for one year, fliall not b 
that time, to b 
unirfs V fr’tfr’tthor ftrvice by the mctchanl 
afo/ fh balances whatever 

Em in e “/ the approaching feafon 

the very heavy balance: 
counroftS tT’^^^l'^^'^^tehants, on .ic 
tiiobrlreni n/ff 'bo.v arc tohavt 

fcafoS.lThe above 


chcfr“!. “ 'bo frveral head cut 


chcFries In Vm V t t' to the fcveral head cut- 

E£si^S-“tel-;sas?n^ 

cutcherry t£e I fame to the head 

firlaiy Somm ndJj m and it is 

fbkany one flmify 

hilling together nr'^m ‘ n “ matchants corn- 
monopoly.® ' eftablUhing a 

vviSm '?bo ■'cmoved from any ehilf 

tot generaU ftSi^ni'berefident, or Jollce- 
hieh lair, the nuanthv^ Ptoprictor’s name of 
">■* 1... 

ilicn 
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the nuuiher of liuUocks, and by ■',vhate'’'cr 
means eife it h tranfported. 

? That %veck.\y letMTiis t>f the loviAtiftalis graiiC'.-.l 
by the coUeftor general, ihall be tranlmiueo ko, 
ind entered by him in a general regilfei *. ■and 
lut peons fiiall be fent with the to vannahs as rc 
ircfent with the duftucks, and a regidtr kept or 
he arrival of fait at the diflercnc markets in C'e 
company’s lands, lobe trantmitted weekly to iha 
co)le<flor, to be entered in his rcgifter. » 

' If any boats are found fmuggUng fait, the fame 
to be confifeated to the government, boat n i 
fait; and any boat having fjlt on board, hoI‘nng 
Euglifli colours, pretending man Englilh duHuuk, 
or having more fait on board than fpecified m I'le 
ro^annahs, iluU be liable to confifeation, toge- 
ther '(vith the cargo, and the nabob’s ininificrs 
will feize chc fame as forfeited to the govern- " 
nient. r 

Thar all falc produced atlngclcc, Hyfidaul, 
&c, didricbs, and the company’s lands, fhall be 
carried to and landed at BaUubreck:, which h 
found, upon a furvey by Mr. Regnal, to be a 
very proper place ; and that all fait produced to 
the eaftward fliall be brought to Rajahbarry, 
which hath alfo been reported to us very proper 
for lodging the fak ar. 

That the fame fum of thirty ficca rupees per 
one hundred maunds, ftiall be the duty to be 
colkSied from the importer- on all fjk' brought 
to Bailee Creek, or Rajjhbarry, in order t/> fc~ 
cura the company the fttpulated revenue of one 
hundred thoufand pounds, which, upon a c-’lcu- 
/ Jation 


C •30' J 

Jation tills duty will afford, even iliould the {t 
prwe unfavourable for nunufaaurlng fait. 

•ri, ^ "'“‘I* '•'= 

I hat the price of fait at thefc two places Ih 
not exceed more than one hundred licca ru 
per J maunds. But ,s we have refolved the , 
Ot thirty (icca rupees per i maunds (Iiall be le 

fromthe importer, and not the purchafer. 

drrf and forty deca rupees per i maunds. 

of duty fliail now be madi 
fonfam "t “'*^^“*00 foreignfalt, for ihei 
fonsaffigtjed by the committee. 

reuard m V'Su'ittions arc formed with the ftrif 
anf flh , ,! and convenience of the nati 

theAfft"!'’ '"‘i '■'“•u'it a copy of thofe 

den t to Jher, 

niendmX'*"^/"'! defire him to'reeo 
fame, adopt and follow ' 

in/S he'“t’ra‘nr“‘'’V'S“’“‘‘“'>5 for thecnl 
CoffiL"aaw Dccea, aae 

nilSd with a‘''?onf'' general be fur, 

that he may ilTuc eonfultation, in order 

i>ir inrpeaTom die dillrias unde, - 

the comSttce' rf't matters unadjufted by 
■efted on aeco„nt 'o be eel- 

ncccfliiry that the *°eiety, which renders it 

17 nat the committee fliould fubfift for 

fonis 



•ime'time longer ; and.as there are two vacancies. - 
ly.the abfcnce of Meffrs; Cartier arid Ruflell. ^ . 

Agreed, Thatone ‘ of .tbem'be. 'filled' by Mr. . 
ihailton'. 

.rAgteed. alfoi'Tliat he; be appointed a member 
he committee of aurungs, mi!itary-paymafter-ge- - 
icral,, and mint-mafter, ■ arid ■ that' he take charge 
)f rhefe'ofiices the firft pf next month ; and,- ' _■ ' 

Ordered,- That the- fccretafy tranfmitTiim- his 
ippointnicnts. ' s ';' . V ■ - ' 

" ■ -t (Si^ed) H.-Verclftj'&c.' 

Tp Thomas Ruinbold;. Efq! chief of Patna.' ;' 
.-'■■SIR, 

. . Enclofed we' tranfmityou a edpy of feme regu- 
lations we have this day made, , regarding the dif- 
pofalof the falrmadc .-lad year, and theduty to' 
be colleacd on it. -Andave- de’fire, , that, you will 
earncftly recommend to the olEcers of the govern- 
ment at Pama, to have thefc regulations -ftri&ly 
attended to. But wcmult here^pblerve to you, 
that thefe feftriftions, are meant only, for the fait 
that was made iaft fcafon, and not for -that belong- 
ing’ to the committee of trade,- which- will alvvays 
be dillihguiftied by having had a duftuck. . ; . 


., Fort William,-: 

yOftober, 1768. 


-,'We are,' £ec.”f 
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To Francis Sjilces, Efq; refidcnt at the Dutbs 

SIR, 


Inclofcd we tranl'mityou a plan we have l] 
day laid down for condu&ng the inland trade 
laic tor the enfuing fcafon, in confidence of the c 
ders ot the honourable the court of dircftors, 
their letter of the-tweniieih of November, 01 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. And 
* ^te have herein propofed arc form! 

with the ftriaeft regard to the cafe and convalffl 
cy ofthe natives ;-as they arc fuch as ive judg 
WU enable them to carry ^,n this imnortant naS 

the’^mln.d '' "i" recommend t 

he n “''“P' !" jutlfdiaieno 

vill rfenm Wo alfo delirc that )0I 

li re^ '» !«° e«cu..on 

n r^ii h /■"’'"a' r endofed re 

ohr- vf „ , : rind w e muli hen 

onlv for rh reftridions arc mesnl 

™af Wn. ' laftfeafon, and no: 

trade. wKcii 

dulluch. ^ ridlmguilhcd by having had a 


Vert William, 

'th Odober, i yCS. 


We are, Sec’' 


To 



fothomasRumbold. Efq: chief, £(c. couhcU'-of 

•' : ■ ' Pallia.. 

-j. Gciltlcmea,' . ' - ’ 

j-i ■ “Enctofed wetranfmittoyouiplah %ve'havetMs 
Jpday laid down, for condwftingthe inland' trade in 
'J^’fait,Tor the enfuing fe'afon> in confeqnencc of the 
borders of the honourable the caiitf of diredtors; in 
■ theirjeiter. of the noth of November tydy, and 
Jdelire thafyou will pay the fttiaeft regard and at- 
Stention to' the regulations we have herein prdpofed^ 
t'and fee that they are ftctdlly conformed to, as far 
r;'as lies in ypur power, ' 


Fort William, •' Weare, &c; 

,;.yihOftober, 176s. . , ’ 



Fert Wllliam,,!!!^ yth Oftober, tydSr 
At agential CchElitalion'.- 


.A''--' • Ptofeht, 

^(The honotlrable Harry Verclft, Efqj' p'tefident,' &ci 

,’l. .Extradls of letters from the ielidents ^of Burda 
hivan, and Midnapore, to the colledtor-gcnoral, in 
;unfwer to the orders tranfraitted to them,' to give' 
Spuhlic.noticej that the'collaries- of 'th'ofe diftrlSs 
•^wbuldbe fold at public botcry, on the twentieth' of 
jOftober’ lydS, in conformity of 'the orders of .the, 
jcolledtor-gcncral received- from the, prelidcnt -and 

j^council upon that fubjedh, under date of the iitll-,' 
:of Auguftl ' '■ 

- yoti IVi, . .- S Fr'oni- 
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From Mr. John Graham, refidcnt at 
under the date of the aotli of Auguft, 1768^ 

The advertifementtn relation £0 the fait 
i§ drawing up, and lliall be publiflicd this dav 
and the lift of the collaries within this protirt 
fliall be fcht (o you as foon as poffiblc. The iw 
thcr dircftions ihjtyou promife me before u 
day of falc, will, I hope, be full and explicit, « 
as lo dutffc how the balance due the contradlots 0 
laft year, and the adtanccs that may have been aJ 
ready made in this, arc to be fettled and mat-i 
good; alfo, in what manner the objedlions sw 
claims of the farmers arc to bt anfucred, ww 
rented thofe collaries as part of their farms at tlw 
)all: general Ilatcmcnt on three years Icafcs. Theft 
Icafes do not by any means invert them vvith tht 
cxclufue privilege of making the falc, but it JS 
donbtlefs with a view to that enioluinenc that ihcjf 
incrcafe their offers for the land, and now that the 
collaries are to be dcdu€ted from their farms, the)’ 
will be nanirally led to claim a deduction front 
the laft incrcafe. ' 

^ ^ September the 9th- 

The farmers of thediftri6;s where the collarie* 
are lituated, have prefented petitions to me, 
ting forth the infringement on their engagemenU» 
and the prejudice to the bulinefs of their faih\ 5 > 
^at will refult from the refolutions of putting the 
Ale-pans Up to public fide, I have prbmifcd thsc 
I would fubmit them to their confidsration, 
you will find them accordingly hercinclofcd* rt' 
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far as I am mafterof the fubjcA; their arguments 
1 oun carry weight with me, and the rajah’s offi- 
cers have repeatedly exprcflcdthcmrclvcs to me ia 
the fame terms ; as to the detriment they fhinU 
the introducing a double authority over the ry- 
otts will be producivc to the revenue of lint part 
of the province, thev mention a parallel cafe in 
the adminirtntion of Rajah A'lanickchund, who 
actually rendered the fait of the Mundligaut Pern 
gunner a diflindt farm from the land*, bjit before 
the end of three years, was glad to rc-umto them, 
and obliged to admit a duluciioh of ruwccs^ fifev- 
fix thouland, for the damage the diftr'ft had fuf- 
lained, owing to the fame perfons ocupyjng the 
double pofllflioaof ryotts and moltigccs, as fpt 
forth in thcjiccidon of the prefentfajmers. '' 

From Mr, George Vanfittart, refidc^ atMidna-* 

pore, under date the aad of Auglff, 1768, 

I know not tvhcihcr the court o^^dire^tors, in* 
their orders concerning the fair, h/c aware 
that the colhries in the Midnapo* and Jalliforp 
provinces, arcjncludcd 111 ihczcm^dar’s funnuds, 
or whether they thint thofe lunnis miy be juMy 
uilpcnfid with ; if the Ititrer, th zemindars have 
only to fubmit, but thit i^cy >11 npc do it, f 
inuginc, without giving a gol deal of trouble 
hrlt with their complalna; Tfiie former mighc 
not atiKi ct the purpofc of difliog the fait amongft 
as many hands as pofbblc bc''>"orcd by pn or- 
der, being publiflied, tlnti,™e Ihould contradb 
lor abo.c a limited iiuantU> 'that a lift of all tbo 
coiitrattors fliould, on a c-zin day, be deliveiccl 

is 
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in to tho rcfidcnt, jnd tranfmitted to the colkaot- 
general, and that the contraftors Ihould engage to 
parry the fait to one ot the public marts uhicj 
n:;ve been fixed upon. 


' September 14 th. 

Several petitioDs havefieen delivered to me hi 
the zemindars, jn confequence of the orders for 
putting up the collarics to outcry. Their con- 

anW rn , ? ^ S''' 

-ill f ^ propole therefore to tranfmit them 
L iL'riy direftions, togeihet 

With tjieitft-^fcollaries, a feiir days hence, ^ . 

-. j Oftober 3d. 

order to eonvy a '? 

havedivldedUtX:\?/r^^s!"^ 

which ufually ild hf, ^ ' ‘'’,'*‘=ft<tond,thDfe 

hundred anT;7T°, 

Yield Icfs than oi'u ” ^hitd, thofe which 

Ll2LTout4?e™tn^^ ' '■4'’^'? 

reeeUcdfromtbcl"i„i°"’ “fP"'"™ 'e 

tions on the fame S'?” Eecrcool; pen- 
to me by the othcr'^^„!l prefented 

pore is entirely the as their ])ur- 

you with them. trouble 

"’ll will obferveto 
, ---d in theirbehalfi 
\* "* their zcniin* 
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dars are included in tbeir funnuds,' and have ever 
fince been conildcred as their own properc)" ; that 
it is merely by the profits thereof they arc enabled 
to pay the company’s malguzarris ; that coofide- 
rablc quantities of fait arc due from them to dide- 
rent mcrchmts, and large fums of money have 
been lent them upon the credit of their collaries, 
and if their coIlarics are now taken from them, ic 
will be totally out of their power cither to pay 
their revenue, fulfil their contracts, or fatisfy 
rbclr creditors.” I requeft to be favoured with 
your directions on thefe circumftanccs, and like- 
wife regarding the condodt neceflary to be ob- 
fervedwith refpciS: to the molangees. The fame 
people being ryotts of the zemindar^ and em- 
ployed in the bufinefs of culmaiion, as well as 
that of making fait, many dirputesm*''/ probably 
arife concerning them, between the zemindars 
and the purchaftrs of the collaries,, 

The purport of the two petitions delivered to 
the colkftor-gencral by the following Burdwan 
farmers ; 

Callipurfaud Mozundar, farmer of Pergunnah. 
Calloor; Kifnarum Boy, farmer of the Pergunnah 
Baracc. 

The petitioners rcprcfcnt ,that they totfk the 
above pcrc^unoalis to farm at the pooneah held m 
June hft, tor a tem\ of years t that in thefe farms 
both the colliry and malt revenues' wcic neceifa- 
rily included, aswcll, becmfifitnas ever becncu- 
llomary, as thac at fome feafons, the colHrv 
• grounds aic cuUjvaccJ for paddy, and othtr 
< grain ,* 
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grain ; that in rcliincc the collar}' grounds uoul 
not be feparated from thcirfarms, and the fait trad 
being laid open laft}ear,\crv confiderablc advance 
had been made b) the merchants to the inolan 
gees, fo then the re>lcttiog the colhncs in th; 
manner propoftd, will not only mamfcfll) injur 
both the merchants and farmers, but will alii 
greatlj opprefs the rjotts, and occafion adefenio* 
ot the molangecs, winch muQ fenfrbi) aileft thi 
honouublc company’s rc\cDucs, uhereforetkj 
pray their cafema^ be taken into confidcration. 


To Rxhard Becher, Elq, collcftor-gencral. ’ 


The humbk , , ration of Shibiurain Chaturgi, 

farmer of Mudligsut Pirgunnah, in th'e lira- 
Mnea of Bnrdttau. 


Shcuetli, 

That at the pooncah held m June hft icar. 
toEcthcr'n ?th I’a'gun nah to farm, 

ha f “T* '’‘"‘""gU'S to It, ell nhich he 

Aaguftfollou. 

tUoi public proclamation «as made bt the ttS 
Bmd to'hmes !n the province ft 

bentdder,? “ ™tc.tto the 

i4.th of Aii(>Mn- confequcrcc, the 

refident ro^til * gomaftahs were fen: by the 
uomd coMa- i' before-men- 
a practice altorrprli petitioner's farm, 

praCvice altogether unprecedented, aa the fan 

rrers 
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iicrs heretofore ever been accviftonied to pJacc an 
entire faith and confidence in the gentlemen’s 
grants and agtee'mcnls, al\vays concluded chelv 
farms to bcfecured to them, whilft no nial-con- 
iud could be. laid to their charge. 

Your petitioner further reprefents, that the 
:ollaiy'^ and, mal-rcnts of bis farm have always 
been confidcred as infcjxirable, the fame ryotc 
bolding both, grounds, and pacing the rent there- 
Df to one farmer ; and tins ufage being of long 
landing, your petitioner apprehends the ryotts 
,vill not cafily be prevailed upon to hold the mall 
iiftin^l from the collary farms, at Icaft compul- 
ive meafurcs muft be ufed, the confcquence of 
which will be a confiderabic defertion of the ryotts, 
and diminution oC the honourable company’s re- 
venues. ' ' 

Your petitioner humbly prays, that yoii^wilt 
be pleafcd to take his cafe into confideratiofi, and 
render him juftice. And your petitioner will ever 
pray, 8cc. , . 

To the hon. Harry Vcrclft, Efq. prefident and go- 
vernor, See. council of Fort William, in Bengal. 

The humble petition of the faltmolangccs of Hac- 
tiagur Burridatty, Moora Gaflab, Muddenuil, 
Shawpore, Azamabad, &c. twenty-four per- 
gunnahs belonging to the hon. company. 

, -Humbly Sheweth, ' 

That, in former times, when the fald pergun- 
nahs belonged to black zemindars, your peti- 
tioners 
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years’ afte^r ‘"'y continued forte 

E'SCfSis'iS 

faid, to rcceivlVy r maimer as afore 

proper; butvour Y^otn.they thougiit 

yourhonour/&c Lun!??''^* '■'« 

'ho fait pans atnoneftfevlr’ ""‘hug 'o divide 
wife to put uiuhcfaid con ""‘IhU- 

five colIariLTn'al;? ;fe‘ ea?'"^ 

tioncts are fure to your pen- 

who will not only merchants, 

floves, butal th'i' 

Therefore, if ?ouK 

proper to divideXfak con^’ •^‘^‘ '““‘'ai, 'hint 
chants, and put them ud ““"ong the mcr- 
'toners have no obiefHn„f • ““'cry, yoi 


chants, and put them “"’“"E 

tioncrs have no obiefl-in your peti- 

^^crehants be th/faid 

“■•'ly, fitch molaScS m 

'heir money, and that thevl''" ™"’^' accept' of 
force )our.petitioncrs- and »oc permitted w 

in duty hound, lhall ever pray^°^*^ pccitipncrs, as 


To the hon. Harry Vctclft wr ’ / ’ 
rr.t Sovernor a - * pmfidcQC am 
Tbchumfee .S' council. 

Mumbij. ftev'cth°”5'“' “"chants, , 
'■tfit 'b?fefe of tTc°col-.tS' ^’'".P'cofed toadk-r 

""'f^'ottlot, and nt 
pcrfoi 
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Ji&foo to hwe aTjove thirty lots ; whereas it 6)r* 
ttiedywas the cuftoni that itiolungees mould con- 
trad with whom they plcafcd to make their faltj 
and thofe that had. balances oft ihemufed to take 
Jefs mohey fbr the year follovvitig to make falr^ 
and pay off what they could ; and fome of the 
iftolungees ufed to make fait themlclVes, and^fell 
to the merchants, which was advantageous both 
for the molungeea ahd the rtierchants ; and for- 
merly, the rent for evety coUary was about fix or 
feven rupees, but your honours have incrcafed 
it to thirty rupees,, and feryants to J>ay for 
fixmoriths, feven rupees, which -was not fuffi- 
cienc for them. The molungees and fervants 
ftcvetfet\ed willingly, but by force, for which 
teafoQ therd was riot fo many collaries as in former 
times j but now as tHfc honourable company have 
been pleafed to bellow this contract on the ua- 
thes, lalt year we advdriced money, but by the 
taiii the molungees could not give all, and a great 
balanctf remained on them ; and for this year 
we were obliged td advance fome money for their 
maintainance, and mating fait again. And now 
23 your honours have advertifed that the collaries 
^lU be fold, if fo, it will entirely ruin us* Agaur 
'I e are further ioforincd, that Jour honours will 
fix a price of fait for falc, but as according to^ our 
year’s ptodufhon, fo the price lettlcs fome years 
tnore, and fome years lefs; if your petitioners fell 
,by the ftitlcd price vve fliall be rumed, 

, Therefore yoUr petitioners humbly implore, 
that your honours may be pleated to take our cafe 
into your (erlous confidcration, and order thatih® 
altcontradls may coaunuc as before, both for ma- 
Vot. ^V. T ^ king 
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king and felling it, and your petitioners, as ir 
duty bound, ftall ever pfAy. ( ^ 

Extraft of a general letter from Bengal, dated ib 
23d of Nos ember, i76c^, 

-Par, 18. In the toyih paragraph of our letter 0 
the 2jth of September laft, we had the pleafure u 
acquaint you, that the balance of the accounts ol 
thefociciy of'irade amounting to current rupeer 
had been paid into your trealury'j and 
sye have now the honour to enclofe you copies ol 
their accounts, 

j ' 

Extra* of Bengal general confultatJons, dated th( 
' ' 3d of Oftober, 1769. , , *i 

' 1 ' ' ' 

'TL » , Prefent, , i , 

The honourable Harry Verclfl, Efqs prefident,&c. 

.Read the following letter to the foclety of trade. 

To the. bonourable Harry VctellV, Efq, prefideat 
and governor, See. council of Eoit ■Willlani; ' 

'.,'K“"°“redStandS.rs, 

folIowin'l"“'"' enclofe toyouthe 

and beetfe 00?“?"’ "'"'“S '0 the -dotics on.fab 
, front the focietv of trade A-r.i 

rratT" V tS^ &otty of 

’ Chnugongfe’’^ P“^ot.ared by th. 

trade, A. ^ of the foclety 

Accouor 
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Account current of the honourable company 
wirh the. foolery of trade. At 
You wiU owerve, from the laft-mentioncd ac- 
counts, that the duty on fait U thuty-five per cent, 
valuing the quantity received at 90 arcot rupees 
per maund 5 and that the duty on the beetle-nut is 
ten per cent, pn ithe prime co&,' which are the 
terms fixed by the honourable board foe the firfl: 
year’s concern, The balance now due. is cqrfenc 
Tupees 137,121,* \yhich, we requeft, you 'will 
order to be received into the treafury*' This, gen-» 
tlemen,SwiU fimih the total amount of duties on 


the firft year’s account; and the fccond, the fo- 
ciety have paid rupees 400,000 ; and the reafon 
a greater proportion of duties on the fecond ycar*f 
account has uoc fbeen paid, is owing to the diffi- 
culty we find in coUedling the very Urge outftand* 
';ng balances due to the foclety. 

< ** r ^ I , ^ •> 

j We arc, \yith refpeft, ■ 

*‘*^*V- >1 •»£ 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, ’ ■■ 


Fsrt^WllHamV * 

f6 Auguft,'ij6p,' 


Your moll obedient Servants,"*- 

> .> »f I j . (i* r i 

John CAaTiER, Sec,’' 


^ „ j j , , 't , / * 

.i * Ordered, That the account? .inclof^ ip the 
foOTty Qf.ttade'sletter,,bc entered aftcf thb con- 
Jultaaoni!. ii , ,M ,, , _ " 
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Extraariof a general Letter to Bengal, dated tl 
loth pf April, '1771. 

i « "VVehavc likewifc received the copies of th 
nccQunts fropi the fpcicty of trade, refpeaing ti 
lale of fait and bcetle-nut ; and in looking int 
tbeaccpupt currepr of that fociety, with thfcotn 
pany, dated the ttvcntj'-fijth of Anglift, one thou 
fiaty-ninc, weohfervc 
that the balance due for the duties pn thofe am 
es IS there madeto be curfcpt rupees ?37,iai 

tomber. per Ankenvyke ; but,, upon . 

oSon of ’ “ have been aa 

o"voSr trLfZ'"' 'Vblohfoai 

cntcrcd'as'na^H^ and general books, a 

S“ by-Mr. Lwt 

ftcad of the hf-r fociety ; m which cafe, in; 
= “he C lofin ' '’“•opee being doe 

forth. afnoui|t of the duties IcI 

there" s'rfprth^“fJ^ 5 'Kr^“*' 

fe Sa'm Srt >b ™bov™?u“pli’;,ra^f 

» 7 SfortredtefiW,..en,^^^^^^^ 

Extraft- 
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Sxttaft of Bengal general Confultation, thosift 
of March, 

Received the following letter from the focictf of 
tradCf 

To the lion, John Camcr, Efq, Prefidsnt and 
Governor, &.c. of the Couiiul. 

** Gentlemen, 

>. Wc have received the extraft from the ho- 
nourable the court of directors general letter/ 
tinder date the loth of April, 1771, relative tg 
the duties ou filtand beetle nut, from the fociety 
pf trade to the honourable com\>any. 

The balance due to the honourable company, 
theaSih of AugulV, 1769, amounting to current 
rupees was from fociety A and was 

^ifchargcd m two pA>mcnts as follows ^ 

1769, Sept, 13 - 31,000 

J770, March 29, - 106,121 

137,121 

^he fuppofed omiflioii of current rupees^ 
220,000, pud the 3d of February, 176S, wasm 
parr of the duties due from fqcictyB. but has not 
bfcu diftinguilhed in the treafury books as re- 
ceived from the focic^ of tfaije B. which has oc- 
•ifiotied the n^i^aXc# 


Tho 
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' The following payments havc fince beca^'raji 
, from fociety B.' viz,'- •• ■■ i • 

I fi . 1 

17S9, May 131. Muxadavad-‘i8oiooo'-i- 

■ ■ i 770 . May 31 , ■ 

i77-._Mc i3 , , 

■ , W ' ' . .■ ' ■ '':z'9J,ocsi--i 

'• i.-T) *-'. Wc arc, &c._. . ’ 

F«liam, -.,.3 

3UyA'Iarch,-r77a» . •• •• •*’, -^‘A 

,V ^ ^ ■ ' { . 

‘ >n' our nest .apjviccs to 

E^raftof.Fort,^^IIiam,Cp^&!t,tlon, .^prU 13, 

bne ..r, , f ^ .. f 

thfe^boa^ a: tot 
?Fadi;'as f ‘ho^commiuce-ef 

Efij^ ^1^:; 

^ 9 ^}V?brcSjri;j^^ ’.*.fr.‘fv 

mirtcp ofTrSc -'irt '■fc”9>>*‘^blc thcfco'm; 
nii$or\ of the obtain 'per* 

faql's attemUncenn*!?.'^ *^^''d,,fqr .Gocul^ Go; 
<li pcjifcU with for 

njany,ofjhcjmcrchaStJh« 

a;r»\ large quanVitiw of rl, 

they 
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lourabJc company _ are pTcyeticcc^ Y^ceiying thcip., > 

lutics to a confiderablc amount, and the propric-, • 
urs are.great iufffrcrsj ' ’ 7 , ^ - x 

lam, 2cc;'^ * ^ - 

[3 ApriI,Jt7^i., . "(Signed) David KeUican/- ; 

.J S.ecretarylbthe'comm.of trade/* 

Agrc^dj tKefeccetarybe direfted to ■ - 

fitWdofder tci'Niri Holme; thc’cbileftbrdf'tKe - 
tjventy.-loUr perguhnahs, id.thc purport t&^uired } - ; 
and to petiint Gdeur Go^ul's naib.to offlcijv^fpc 
him during his" abfeticc. ' ‘ 

'tixeriS^bf a'‘XJeuVr'Aom ^d^GoVeFndr ari^ Co^rr-' 

- cil of E^orc Saint George, to the Governor and 
•‘■Council of Pdrc-Wilhaoo,’ datc'd.-ihe.aottLof** 

There will be at Mazbli^afam,'’ ’m''%c''cn-' 

■ iuii3gC)ftphci‘,;abput dppjOpo^maund^of.falLbc-’ 
lohgihg'to^ the company,’ whTcV ca]iihot''l:)c'^' fold 
' at that place, and is a ftapla Commodity ' at ^ your 
Icttlcincnc; it will be thercfofe’^rchdcnrtg a very 
e'ffcntiarTqrvicc ^tb'our -honourable Wafters if 'you' 

, M^d)fpof(^ofit-at'pubUc’pUTcry,torby contracts 
/|^•ddnd^tion'thac^ic■''lje^d^ivcrcd■^^ ivcigh^'or- 
m'£.aCore'''a.f* the paTis'y'^ndVthei-cbmpany paytbe' 
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paid inW )our trcafury, an advice from ttccbirf 
and council at Mazulipatam of the quantity thtf 
havedeUveredj we requeft jour honour, &c. viU 
acquaint us as foon as poffible, how far 4:4 
fehemes may be prafUcable. 


Extradlof a Letter from the Governor and Cous- 
Bengal, in anfwcr to the above, daKtJ 
the a6th ot Auguft, 1767* 


“ We are forty, gentiemcn, we cannot per* 
ccivcwith jou the advantages which the com* 
pany wou d derive from your propbfal, ai oflei* 
1° Isrgo a quanrity 

ofeoafts fait; as fix lacks of maunds. 

s ni l T"”' «!''*«<) 'hwe w 111 be bidders be* 

jond the potter of conveyance; and double thi 
tonnage ufually employed in the trade of the rso 

Ste cua^v' "»“l^>>V»r“fficienc to king down 
the quantit) menuoned : as long as fait wdl pro* 

tud“ Ton ' en.ffl.ippinrcan'^ be 

comaft „„ P"''™ ok"'’ 

Sovihe to the com* 

Cham’s ? trade here, or to the met- 

arkS‘ihe'comn-“‘''’f”?^”' ‘“‘’''cd/ ought to 
mcafutc which upc » 

tire foeic“j“rno^‘ from 

receive duties ro t' a "" ‘he cooipany 

rupees. “ -if twelve lacks of 
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iBy-'fiJch puBlication, made here, the^^rivat^, 
hicrchants^i who have bought- on the faith of^thc 
'aid focicty, and the boaM, would find themfclves 
Jifappoinied of the very moderate profit to which, 
hey arc Uinited .by the articles of their agree- 
ncDt j and a pofitive penal deed, executed be- 
:wecn the company and the. proprietors of the 
nland trade, would be violated in a manner in- 
jurious to both, without producing a fingulac 
equivalent advantage to either. 

For what is the capital in queftion upon fi-c 
lacks of maundsj about 60,000 rupees will arife 
to the company^ fuppofing the whole fliould bc) 
taken at contract ; whereas, if tonnage can be 
found for one fourth of 'that quantity, an equal ' 
benefit will accrue to your tranfportmg it to this 
market on account of the company, and.with this 
peculiar advantage, that it may be done withouc - 
injury to individuals, and without breach of po- 
fids c cnpgemcnts, or public juftice, ^ j 
'Wc mall, however, acquaint the owners and 
commanders of all vcfiels, bound from hence to' 
the coafi, that they may be fupplied with fait at^ 
Mazulipatam ; and recommend' to them to give 
the company the preference of their pUrchafes^of 
thUartldc. ' ^ ^ • 

Ibaraft of the Governor" and Council of Fore 
^ vSaint George^s Letter to the Court ^of Difec- 
• d^ted the 5th No\cmbcr>s 1767% 

.Par. 70,- ■« Your Bankfall farm was’re-lec. for 
tourjears, the 27th July, at two hundred and* 
u:t)':pagodas per annum, advance on the former 
rent. 

'( V I'ar. 
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Par. 7 x. The chief and counclJ at WazOlipa* 


tam, informed us in July, that a very confiderabic 
balance would remain due from the renter of the 
Mazulipatam and the Panracca fait, at the ex* 
piration of this cowle (which will be in this 
inonth) owing in great mcafure to the intemip* 
tion which the Sombardy people have met nith, 
- who ufed to refbrt thither from the interior parts, 
and purchafe that article : they advifed us, ia* 
deed, at the fame time, that the fait on haaf 
would, even at a veryjow rate, be fufficient ta 
difeharge this balance, if received by the com- 
pany in lieu thereof, and we immediately wro's 
to the gentlemen at Bengal, to defire theyvvouM 
endeavour to difpofe of « by contrad, or public 
tf.l:- however, reprefented fo many 

dimculti^s attending fuch a feheme, that we ha'* 
cmirely dropped it; and the only method that 
occurred to us, was to endeavour to prevail oa 
the new renter to be accountable for the balance, 
ptOTidcd the fait on hand was delivered to him i 
and we have given dircdlions' to the chief " ' 
council accordingly, 

Could^thc plan we rccommcDded to the gent' 
it mint have been carried into execution, 

It muft have been attended with very agreeable 

Stable ouuof the moft confi- 

coSed Th ‘?"“B?ein=nt of the chief anJ 

Stf LMt 7‘’,'‘™= =‘”‘' '' confcqSntly oe- 
Snee “ . ' ‘5 man of large fob- 

due from 'him ”"*''*7'**° balance mud remain 
due from hmt at tlic expiration of his coale. 

though 
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hough perhaps the fait on hand, if fold, would 
ully oifchavge that- balance; but were we to 
ake it in lieu thereof, the company muft be 
qually, if not greater fuffers, by our not being 
ble to diipofc otit, — Could it ha\c been fold at 
Sengal, as wc recoruraended, the farm would 
ave been, freed from every ^ incumbrance, and 
lould confequently hive let at a greater advan- 
ageat the expiration of the conic, than, we can 
10, V hope it will.” 

txtradf of Bengal general Confultations, dated 
the ad September, 

tt Mr. Johnilone fends in a letter containing a 
icprcfcntation regarding his fait concerns in the 
Butdwan. province, and other parts, in confe- 
quence of the cftabliflvment of the fociety of trade. 
The board etleenis the fubjedl: thereof of material 
confequence, as it may prove a precedent fotmote 
applications of the fame nature, and therefore re- 
fer it unul another meeting to be determined on, 
jfter hiving been further conlidered ; but m the 
mean time, if Mr* johnftone thinks it will expe- 
diatc the bufinefs, they will direft the gentlemen 
atButdivan to make an enquiry into the Bate of 
diis balances. 

I _ Ordered, therefore, that Mr. Johnftone be ad- 
vifed accordingly.” 

To the Hon, the Preftdent and Council, Src. 

“ Geniemcn, ' 

ri I have perufed an advertifement affixed at 
the lore gate, by order of the committee of trade, 

dated 
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dated the uth of Augutt, 1765, in which It 
motioned, that the honourable the court of d 
reftors having thought proper to fend our part 
cular orders for limiting the inland trade, in li 
articles of falt^ beetlc-uur, and tobacco; tl 
lame IS now to be carried on in conformity! 
thole orders, by a public foclet)' of proprietor 
to be formed for that purpofe ; and that as a 
exclimve right to the trade of tliofc articles \\i 
be reited in this fociety, by an authority dcrire 
irom the company and from the nabob. 

All manner of perfons, dependent on the Iia 
nourable company’s government, arc hereb; 
Aiiaiy prohibited, from dealing in any refpoa 
dircdlly, or indircdlly, in the articles of fait, bee 
tlc-nut, or tobacco, from the date hereof; that! 

enter into any new engage 
f either for the put 
trade ^ ^ articles with the focieiy o 

bw Lv V™ in the article of ralt,l 

'honiilX 'oteprefent the flateofmy concern 
cu?e me eonfideration, and pro 

iiiXa JS^n^nne and Bolts hav ing entercc 

for falt^In made confiderable contrafti 

Shuia Mr. ^'^^^^.P'’’Snnnahs, viz. in Subbin^! 
S Wh^ hla Caror, &c. ^utJ 

pofineofit V* making and dif- 

' Moot; 
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]Vloota, 2cc. furas were taken up from 
ps, by the zemindars and taluckdars, to be 
counted a dadny for fait of il66, there fame peo- 
ple, with, whom we now coniradcd In rc\eral 
places, being indebted to the partnerlliip of Johii- 
ilonc. Hay, and Bolts, i^ear 50,000 balances of 
what had been advanced them on contradts for 
the former year, we were under the necefiicy of 
continuing to engage with them, in order to re- 
cover thefe balances, which perhaps would other- 
wife have been loft to us. 

As yet the fait of Subbing has not been weighed 
pff from the golas there, but. from the computa- 
tion we have been able to make with the taluck- 
dars, who arc now here prelent, their balance will 
I amount to nigh 12,000 rupees including rupees 
5000, that was advanced them under a written 
agreement, to be transfetted for dadny of the 
fait to be boiled in 1766, The fait from Shuja 
Morta* being only in part received, we cannot 
afeertain this balance 5 but by an eftimate of the 
quantity of fait in heaps, we compute there will 
be due from the zemindars above rupees 6000, 
befides rupees jooo, advanced for dadny the en- 
fuing fcafon. The whole of the fait from Mendel- 
gant not being yet received, we cannot till then 
-be certain what balance will be due to us from the 
molungces ; but from the eftimate wo have been 
yet able to make, we expeft, that in that pur- 
gunnah and coror they will amount to'betwixc 30 
and 40,000 current rupees. 

As Mr. Bolts’s and my partncrihip was about 
to empire in Ivlarch, and we not agreeing to re- 
pew It, but each to adt on his fepar^te 9,ccounc 

“^..for 
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for the enfuing fenfon, it behoved me therefore Ui 
endeavour to make my contracts the earlier.— 
'Advances were accordingly made in Shuja, 
Moota, and Subbing as above mentioned, andta 
the niolungces in Mcndelgant, on contiads cb- 
tered into ivith them, from February to May. 
above rupees 14,000 was advanced them at taq 
different payments, as will apjiear from tlicir re 
ceip s and contrafts; depending on the validity 
o le e engagements, and cnniidcring the great 
fums already due by the molungccs, for a conli- 
A ° advancing more, till being 

_ i- ^ S^btaftahs, that others were 

ralf ^TI ,!.* ‘iP P"°'’ avitraftYot all then 
if, a ^ ‘"'S''' “« lofe the dadny we- had 

omnLiding 

advance f,’, r'i° ° t '““site a further 
rupees JO 000 ' TO “"tuunt now to 

andadv.inccs 'there '™ T thefe contraas 
bibition* or ’r P intimation, pro- 

equally f?“? L“^f,''*-"Srd thereby, and I was 
contradt for the , e “ 

rlcafed, whh vvhokt'vvi^'™/' ' 

engage-nents with „,c 

aompetirors, it is th- „ ■* “ there are 

well knmvn to cv'crJ '''*“r=-hand, is too 

in this enuntrv-. 

hy thefenfedf thccomn bi'*™''’ *““gh 

- . '“'““Uttee a monopoly has 

been 
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ttti adopted, and ordered immediately to fate 
lace, I humbly conceive there is no fuch inftruc-' 
ons nor inference can tie dtnwn from any para- 
raph in- the honoumble company's general letter, 
iredlingor authonnng any thing liKC it, nor im- 
owering you to transfer the advantage of pur- 
bafes or contrsclors in trade, made by me, wbilo 
i member of the board, or by others: co'ncerncd, 

0 yourfeives, geuclemcn, or to any others you , 
nay chufe hereafter to divide it with ; neither 
M the board, while they had the freedom of ac- 
ting, ever declare that they vmderftood the com- 
pany’s letter CO cou\cy any fuch meaning as is 
now ifliied, as if by their authority and direftion^ 
The orders which arc now iflued, on the fuppo- 
fitiodof our cvcludte right that is to be hereafter 
derived to the fociety from the company and na- 
bob, weprefume, in juftlcc and law, cannot af- 
fedt rranfaAions in trade not cdlnmcnced in con- 
tiadiftion thereto, but entered into long before 
anYfuch monopoly was thought of, or defigncd 
% the board at that time, and only publilhed 
within thefe few daysv \Vc conceive, that in Eng- 
land, and all free countries at all penods, time ‘ 
has been al!os^ed for the fimlhing concerns, be- 
fore abfolute prohibition have taken place in any 
article of trade of the above nature, that mud af- 
fect fo* many who traded under the allurancc of 
ptoteftion and fecurity to their property and ef- 
fects from that government, the benefit of vvhofb 
laws they enjo}td, and were iiuirlcd to in com-- 
monwith their feilow-fobJcOis that ifTue their or- 
ders fo much for their own benefit:. It was ob- 
jected b) the general voice, as one of the greateft 

grie- 
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grievances in the late regulation, propofetl fo liavt 
taken place under Coffim Ally Cawn, that the nine 
per cent, duty was to be levied forthwith on all 
merchandize,^ and that all the contrafts that had 
been entered into with the molungces, &c. at the 
rfm/f Stven up, without allowing any 

ume forfinillung the concerns .before entered into, 
olrH >>«"§ taken for fecuring to the 

‘■’t'"- When by 
further cou- 
rier tl ■ collaries or tofals, un- 
made Provifion iw! 

dars IhmS' board, that the zerain- 

ind^heboar^V’™'?*’' g"’'" uver^to them; 
ofihe Cak uta n’ i'«y took the falt-pans 
took unon he "ttit own handr 

debt Sue for '^''■‘^'tttge their large 

cSms.?“and furTh7r^“” 

tvorked the roll regulate, that whoeict 

duTroiSm fSi that might fall 

liopc that the fuTi fhe coliaries ; 

hnl e fo rSInv- d "r d°ue to us, «he 

der tSc comnanv’s"'n * dilferent dilltias un- 

mindats underf the*’'^n"l^v“’ 
whom cv cry merchant h JUrifdiaioD, with 

end that fince all “t liberty to trail 

barred us of ever beiS*’ '* 

iarge fums due to ' 'P reimburfe thofs 

the fait trade that ri^'' future profits froM 
think ofpropin,A|,'7 honourable .board will 
uturt inevitably fXr 1 to prevent the lofs »n 

auiyiulRr, by orders every where if- 
fued. 
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fucJ, forbilUmgaU purdiafes on faies. To many, 
of yon, gcmkmen, and others who havcftarcd in 
the monopoly, the lofs of any, by giring up , 
fuch balances as may be due to you, will be com- 
penfated again by the profits you nill now fliare ; 
but the whole mull fall tvith all its weight on my- 
felf, and oiliets concerned vtith me, who are ex- 
cluded any part. ' . ' 

The contrafls, that my brother and 1 had made 
tilth the molungees, on which two payments 
were made before the committee was formed, was 
lor 13^,000 Bhanga maunds. We undetftand, 
that oftets have been made to the committee of 
trade, CO furnhli them the fait made in Mendle- 
gaut, which we have already in part paid fod; at 
75 rupees percent, maunds j it mull appear in 
vain for us to talk of, or alk a ‘pt>‘>e> where tye 
have not the power of bettering ourfelves by fel- 
ling to others, but lye under the neceflity of ac. 
ccptlng what you plcafc to give us. On a view 
of the profits, you are likely to receive by the gene- 
ral monopoly of the three articles, we need not re- 
ptcl'ent, that thofe who make fuch offers, arc now 
in cllcct trading on our capital ; and having no 
balance to lofe, may, fuppotted by your power, 
afford to undertake to give the fair, that ought in 
jullice to belong to belong to us, to your epromit- 
tec at 75 rupees, they will be under no neccffiiy 
‘of ‘incurring bad debts, by fupplying money to’ 
the molungees, as v.c have done very large films, 
when diftidfed by their lollls, whether by cheap- 
ntls of grain, overflowings, or caterpillars in their 
tarms. 


VOL. IV, 


We 


X 
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Wo have the greatcll hones in appcalini; tj 
your caudour and julticc, as judges, that. tiiMel, 
parties in this caute, and ahuiidaiitlv poiverful to 
enforce your orders, yet that proper regard mil 
be had to our rights, and the fccurity of our pro- 
petty laid out 11 , trade, under the proteflion afl 
fanaion ot public treaties, both with theladlnj 
prclcnt lubah, ' - 

Should we promife Sy rupees 8 -As. the ftni: 
pnee we hear is offered to the gcntlciticn at Chlt- 
K„oiig, andDecca; though this might by feme 
be thought unreafonable, as the price has aitcrol 
Ss I theic, 'if the fjlt 

brouirhr ^■'•‘'’karry, that, it docsui 

brought to Calcutta, and conridctiiia- thulo ircr.. 
felvcs" "'t folelj Mongthfm- 

^5= p-fitVon die 'vholVl'It't f ““r"- 

V.ill Zk .“'='■’1'' "hatevetjoa 

lofing wlmeverweLw' V' 

nt this f-afni, a , ''^^’'anoed on the coiitrafis 

hat^ onirVhief laff. • 

W irei 'uSfla ’ “"‘I '1-^' -^bbCder- 

'vbVnot^lv'rto Ss -har''“'"r 

lo US, in virtue nf pfcfcrcncc that is due 

Subbing, Suia bontiadls 'at Mendlegaui, 

cii’crrf' ,j vourTa„d^;-,e-'J - =’> 
that affirtanee, S abl ’dw ••''iH give tu 
protedioii, wearccL-- ““tl'bg under yoiu 

‘"™ t° 'aped, ill recover- 
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juft debts outftandin^due to us, wltctlier 

n the diftridlsofthe nabob or company. , 

I am, with due'refpcd, 

Gentlemen, 

Your raoft obedient, 

Calcutta, Humble fervanr, 

,6.bofAuguft,.765. • 

isttaft of Bengal general confultacions, dated 
1 6 th of September, l^^S‘ 

Mr. Johnftone fends io n letter, .ncqualntmg us 
.hat he has fettled with Mr. Vcrclft, firicc hU ad- 
Irels of the adth ult. in regard to hU otvn and 
partner’s concerns lu the BurdwaU diflricts, and 
has only now to beg our afllftance m recovering 
the debts and balances that they can make appear 
due to them from the 7-emindars or others, In the 
diUhicts of the nabob, or other of the company’s 
htuls, for the two lalt years. 

Ordered it be entered ; And 
That the fecrctary do acquaint Mr. Tohnftorc 
in anlwcr, that it refts with himlelf to nko fuch. 
niaihods rs mayanpear to him proper fOr the re- 
covery of the debts and balances ha mentions; 
but lint if he meets with any difficuitv. therein, 
ue will, on application, comply with Ins requeft, 
by ajfordmg him the ncceftary aEBance of our go- 
\c:umev\t. 


To 
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To the hon. Lord CHve, Seer, council of Fci 
William. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

' A my addrefs under date the s6, 

mv m 

«an partner’s fait concerns in the Bofi 

fiflinf- ^ rpqueft now the :l 

debts in ?i go'-'ernment, in receiving iS 
dun tn I ^ ^ ‘'^"^'■5® that we can mahe appearjurd 

ftricSs n?tl zemindars, or others in the i 

c'tM^Jted V S'' “rapaby’i lands, Eutsias' 
advance Sn°tl' ’° "'■'I’ a rcafonabll 

on fuel, fti, s afhv h -' 

vouclinrs „ ’ /f' ’ ' receipts and propti 

“■" >'="o“a!iredtem l'"faifl 

^1 




Calcutta, 
Sept- >5.1765. 


3in, with rclpcft, 

?*Iy Lord and Genriemen, 


\ our moll obedient fen’acr, 
John Jounstokc-” 
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rort-WiUiam, Aug. aS, 

At a committee of new lands. 

, Prelenr. 

WiUiitn B, SumaeF, Ralph Leicefter, George 
Sray, Bfqrs. 

Tiic lift proceedings read and approved. 

Read aletur received from the kcretary of the 
tommitteeof trade, connining a repoit of the 
rangement they have made ot the laltcollarics in 
the Calcutta lands, and the names of the perfons 
to whom they arc let, further rcquefling, tint wc 
vwll furmflv thofe people wuh a pa\ijcuhr lift -ot 
the cdllanes of each lot, and incloftng olfo a cop^ 
ot the Gondiiions on whicn the) have formed tho 
prefent cqntradts 

Ordered, thht the hiter be entered .aftef this 
(hv’s proceedings, and that the difttrent collec- 
tors do, upon application mde^ furnilh the con- 
tra&ors with the lifts required. 

To William Bnghtu^ll Sumner, Efq. &.c. gen- 
tlemen ot the committee of lands, 
i 

‘‘ Gentlemen, 

J I 

“ I am directed bj the committee of trade to 
acquaint }ou that the tollowmg is tl e difpofitioii 
thc^ have made of the fait coUativa m the Calcutt'v 
hnds. 

wood the coUarics of Hallvaghiir 
and Mo^da, wuh the country collancs of Hall)- 
affigned to Mr. Robert Sauuderign. 

loc 



E liJ* J 

Lot 2 . The wood collarics of Moragscl^j 
1 uckacoole, Shawpore, Duckumwagur, aa 
Ghurr, with the country collarlesof the fame.ai 
iJgncd to Mfi John Graham. 

Lol 3. The wood collaries of Azimabad, an; 
Burnidgchatty, with the country collaries of Me 
dmmul, Burni<^h3tty, Azimabad, and Calcutta 
aln^cd to Meps. Mac Taggaic and Aitchifon. 

I hey have further diredfcd me to requeft ths 
you will order the dircAors of the pergunaahs rc 
lurnifh the gentlemen widt a particular Uftof thi 
'Collaries contained in thefe djftricts, to cnablt 
them to enter on the making of fair. 

of trade ta« 

ohi- *' end by tAichyoJ 

ch I' ‘'>'= /°"'«aora relinquifted =!l 

future balances from the me- 
conld ^r; be,„g rhe cafe, tire commto 
Xhe b,V,r, «uVaaors to taft 

fter fore ' '«= farmers J-and thq' 

coSr^teee of ” •'’= '^onfldcratioJ of the 
ing rlrofe balances 

I am, with refped. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 


Humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. GaAHA^^ 
Sec. Com. of Trade. 

Con- 



for falc ia 

i That the whole coWailts, as wcU the viood col- 
^rk-s .1-5 country colbricB, Ihall be arrranged u\ 

■ ‘Iirt'v* lou atfollo^vs, and that no perfon be i 
^jjcrm’.tted to contract for more thmonc lor. 

^ Lot. I. The wood coUarics of Hattbgur and 
> Klo)ada,’\vhh thccoantfy coUarles of Hattiagur. 

1 Lot 2. The wood coHarie^ of Muragatchcc, *, 
'^kcchacoolcjShawpoTC, Ducktinfagur, andGhutr, 
with the country coUarics of tbj lame. 

’ Lot 3. The \sood cuUarlcs of Aiin^abad and 
JJurrulgchatty, with, the country colbrics of Mc- 
dinmul, liurridgehativ, Azimabadj and Calcutta, j 
' Thafi upon application ni?de» the commUcce 
jAill avlv iocc the money required for thcfe.con- 
tr.iffs .15 follows ; 

'SW annus (in the rvtpqc) within the month of 
Scptenibcr j fi.x annus (in t|ic rupee) within tho 
month of November; and the remaining four an- j 
(1\U5 (in the rupee) on the 31ft of Januaryi for 
^vvhicli bonds ihall be granted pa)ablclnu\ months. 
"Hut Ihould any part of ihcfc advances remain due 
ifrom the contradors? when the timelof delivery 
of the fait is clapfed, the contr.’ftors fliall allow 
1 to the focicty an mtcrcll on the lame after the race 
, of ten per cent, pvt annum, to be calculated ac- 
^ cording to the periods of the advanceg. 

1 hat dl the lalt produced in the firll lot fliill 
betkliuFcdby the coj.ifai^ors ac NuUooah, Gua- 
g..dong3, withm the Cv>urieof thefeafnn, that is 
to fa;, by the iHof September, 1766, unco an 


Conditions for regulating the contrafts 
» the Calcuttta lands. > 
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J^cntofoiirs, «ho xull be appointed to rmn 
the fatre into the focjetj's golahs, >and tieci 
acquittances for' each rcccirip.*' * 

ftab'b" 4 I’toduccci in tne fecontl io 

'r nmmi “to '' Gongadinga, .ri 

GurgutM, ,n like danneras the firtt. ‘ ' 

Ihaml' l‘T ^ produced m the tliiid fc 

Sc S Gongadonga. D. 

reepore, and Coolbera, lu the like iLllierastc 


chaTil* k" "rmcetof raakingdAmc, 

‘ That the fair coilfrai*of» 

bh hfd Cth '‘’fV ‘’’■’‘ 'l’'! "‘•’gl’t 

icale* ^ ulual cafty of 

toll ifics t produced in the countn 

dter the rate SscT'’' 

pena V for toe'det" >>' "> 

tint tluy JhaU bf'^n qui'itttv, 

to US as ab0U4, "d thiniieleesttrtkiMf 

made in the fnrr?,^. the falcthat dnli 


loadc in the forre/J » ^ P-iktIiat Uni 
fell none to ana orl? tt.CT-M 
- Tlutrrl! ’ 2yP™“'>"lnt(.aer.-' ’ •' 

’ !triaor,'’,“®^''"’ •'ffi'Gnce lliall holgiato » 


tU cdntrVfl' ‘’“““'''-••■ffi'le 
."oil as rcdrc°rsM!'caKf ? "" 

‘'hich iM) arilc. But ‘’‘'.‘''(i.’,"” 


■'luoii inaj arilc. But k '="'-'"‘"='- 5 , orun, « ■ 
.their pattoliliLrciI,!.„ri '^"'"rattors 1 h lH "t 
cations m fuch^c 3 fcT^''i,''“ ‘° '"’he 'hair appl.- 

ab.de b> their 

I ^“"“ntoatlou. The method pulrf 



L J 

out for obtaining ictJrefH on iucK occafions^ U ^ 
lodge information wuh thefecreiary of the cortj- 
ittee, ^yho will innrnediatuly make tr his buhnefs 
3{)ply on the complainant's behalf to the com- 
ioy’s coUedof, of to the committee, according as 
e nature of the caufe may require. ^ . . 

That m conlideration of the allowance which 
,U be made in the price for ihs-rifk of balances 
id bad debts, the faid balances and bad debts 
all be on account of the concradors, who 
all oblige tbemfeWes to lelmqniftv aU fviwtft 
aim or demand on the molungees for the 
roe. But, the faid contradors (hall n^verthclefs 
^gage to deliver in to the committee, at the ex- ' 
uauon of thcif contrads, an authentic lift of all 
ich balances and bad debts that the committee 
lay have the benefit of the fame fpr prcfciving a 
iroper authority over the molungees, Nt ho arc to 
ontinuc to carry on this work, on account of tho 
Dcicty. f . 

That fhould any new duty of tax be impofed oa 
ihecollarics from the authority of the prefident and 
council during the couife of the feafon, the com- 
mittee oblige ihcmfelvcs to advance in their price 
to the comradorS, fo much as the faid duty or tax 
may amount to. And, in like manner, fliould any 
part of the prefent dofies or eaxes be taken off, or 
aboli(hcd, the contradors (hall oblige thcmfelVes' 
to admit adedudion of fo much, as che fame may 
amount to in their contrad prices. 

Tktfar th= true and j«a performance of all and 
each ofihtreeonditioas fibccontraft price Irelns 
tctrlcdy the conttaaoi^ of each lot, fliall bind him- 
(etl m dw penal fum of one lack t)f Arcoc rurccs. 

VoL, IV. y X «'== 




rupees on each ® thirrylica 

b«ng abolilhed "' wtoex' 

‘1= ti fo Lr ; ‘' '«°“”end.ng to us to ft! 

and the merch^nK the raolungte 

Otder“rTh" ,h‘" o^wh.ch/ _ 

™tiferot„; , J"' ferctary do publilh an ad 
lowing purpofes, 'tinguagcs, to the id 

i'tS”cSmpanv’s‘*r'j''''’'™“^‘^ 

the collcaors fnt ul permiffion from 

ro the comoanv tJt 'V P^rmtflion they Hill 
ttach khalkfy Urrh “''"y <5=“ rupees Vo. 

under him ’ j ^ molun tcc, ao^ fe^i’ 
number of people croploj'cd^^ “ '' ‘ 


' ( '^7 ) ' 

Th3^ oc petfons whatever, who may 

-^xnake fait without the faid permiffion, in svming 
funder the feals of the gentlemen colleftors, l^aU 
^forfeit the faid falc fo made, whtch ihall be con* 
ISrcated ti> the company. ^ 

r* The faid tax of thirty rupees per khallary muft 
Jbe paid uitljin the year, in twelve equal pay- 
ments. 

^ The molungees, for their labour, (hall be al- 
lowed at the tate*Qf forty (Icca rupees per one hun- 
dred raaunds, of forty fears each maund, and 
«cach ftar of eighty two ficca weight, witli whate- 
ver other allowances have been always cullotrary.^ 
And the committee have taken irf confideratjon 
which Will be the mod effectual method to fettle 
the accounts between the merchants and the mo- 
lungtes, arc of opinion, ^ 

* 1 Int the colkftors do publilh orders in their re- 
fpedtiVG pergunnahs, ihac every merchant .ind 
moluagee do bring their accounts into the cut- 
therries, fo as they may be fettled by the 30th of 
I Oiiober next , and m default of either of the par- 
ties not producing their accounts, the others fo 
produced Jhall bu held valid 
■' The difpofil of the khaikallancs being ta\ea 
into confideration, Domingo De Rozario, the 
latcpurchafcr, vyas fentfor, and being queftioncd 
if his accounts with the molungees were fettled, 
he informs the enrnmittee, that it will be impof- 
fible to have them f<;uled for fome time, the 
fair is not )et all weighed off from the khanjrt.es. 
The committee arc therefore of opinion, that the 
putting lip of the company*s pans 'at outcry, be- 


f;t-V68!.] 


'fors liis'balanccs’^re fettled, wiirbeofraatpi 
judice lo tbe fales'j'ami tlicrcforcj'" ■•i' 

Ordered, That the files be deferted till J! 

■ '-.e ;ib6lutely’neccirary;"in‘ order' tl! 

the bufmefs of fait tnakingbe hot put a’flop ti 
hat at this feafon of the year,' money be advance 
to the molungees; ’ 

- Ordered, 1 [lat the colledtors, in whoie pci 
, gunnais there ire'oftlie' chtnpany’s ' pans^ i 
makethe necelTary advances to’the 'niolungefl 
Which' advances are to be repaid by the plit 


iT- V' , ■ ™ repaid by the put 
! ' thekhalkallaties are' fold 'at oat 


' ’’'o'? Selea ComnlilteeJl 
• -cfthl!), ’rk m"'’?'’ ' Efqr 'KPfident ’111 

s. ^'''''litltSeptembcr, 1770. > 

thydnt^dtog^’oh'k 

camint-LiW' 5??.>'OMr'attentiofi‘j Vet we 

ereatlv dlf-W ;Iie' company'willbe 

'fen^c brdnoboF their re- 

the- calculation 


duce'*‘ inrt , - its hhnfi 

the phourlromuX^^l!''?' 

trcmely neriieent iKH ^ ?' 

management ®of the^l«,r“'v’ ‘.'l' 

chargl.. However committed to hli 

under the dillriSs are now 


Uhder the managemerit r ‘“‘•‘r"'*’ , 

i«pca this imp® rant 


fcveouc 



1 

[{.y^pq^win be reyived and alccrtaJncd.witlj mor^>' 

'eaaanefs than ithasKithdrw_been;y •' , 

;!/; ,';i) j -d'- 

I ■J.xtraft-of tic j §efta;,Co^mUtee’s!;^eftCT ,,ftd^ 

, Bengal, ;’<iate4“3dU,:Q&“>^‘ii> f7ip"!..,3n'd^ti- 
.cViyed ,jie'y Prince \'of.',Wal'cs,/the,f‘ath M^ 

" -mit / ' ' . I [an nt-r '! 

Var.-i6. When weacOea'on^youi orders 
,,on, and cxpcaations.ftoni, .the.dutics arifloglna . 
. .fait, .\ye cannot, but be greatly concerned at;^he 
.;(!i.ijppointmcnt ypu .nccciBrijy. meet tyith 
from the lall year’s produce'of that b’tahcli..pf 
your revenue. Its falling fo very fhort- of ’your ' 
eftimate; makes us fttongly fu(\re£l, that the ' 
bphoufdpr of Hughley, hay cither .been, extremely 
. negligent in hiydtity, . dilhon'ell'in. the .manage- 
ment, of the,-b,uiinefs , cpminitted tp.lijjTciiirge.' 

■ Thisdiftriit is iidw under the management "of a ■ 
>:fupciviforj .from .ythofe ,inveftigatipD.-theiConilu£k' 
._,.of .the phoufdari will be fully ,difc’ovcfcd and ifjfc' ■ 
,.appc,ats,,that,he hascommitteil'any.ff3UdulentiLC- 
.-yiousj', rye fhall call- him to, a very feveyp ac.couur.'. 
Under ( the,' fiipervifotr, rye .'cxpeilj tills ; important 
.branch pf your,,rcyenucivili)j(:.rcifii-cclJitid |afce,r-’ 
:d,aipcd.rvith greater ptecifion' itiiia ,it has .'huherta' 
-..■lifcn.’.', I'--.'".', 





‘“■“''."“"•‘gSL-r'-w. 


To Samuel Middleton W„. rw c I 

Gentlemen of theCo;„ciro’tReven“t®‘ 


' Gentlemen, 


youthIfttSattoumI""’"®’ J 

produce' and duties co1Ip1?'j"'^‘^’ » >1« 

=nd tobacco, from the °r 
^ 0 , 1 . Contains an '‘^^I’^rfcribed-by tou. 
f“>r. in the Bengal year°i'^°'’"' produce ol 

orin,/6,a„dS( 


- . . ♦M 4 /uy aiiu u 

B'rngaiJ’in tl“" a?' *tics collcftd ii 
P“rrat.ons not atr,vi„l Jif,,'”' 'yfiS-,. Tie ira 
toiled, n ,11 account fo? I " 'f “Iter the fait a 
'to diflolutin'^ tong no 'duties in till 
rule ‘f?, 8 ''’'ioral obfervanon”^'^*^ focicty pftrade. 

V. tildoni erroneous rl, to clVcemed a 

redt*"" to'obccn letied as ‘iu'ics of thefne- 

Itow the ,tnC°'° OompS 


re,l, “ . '-orcn letied ““nespt tneil 

Tn '''ill ibetv il, ."tore Bated, com£ 

r!marr"c' 'h=r dfent “f to 

fub S’ . f'lt ln?ts 7m t 

lint, ’’’ ‘iinrinution el'''t''gc from belo.v 
I ‘■.UR ot boats, andTheS? "“Its. rl 
It becoming dricr.—tS’^”" "''“gilt by ll 
contribute to reduce the ,7*" "“It that ... 

"I’P-irent deficiency, 1 


C ill ] 

thit in Idoclec there is every year produced a- cer-, 
tainquaimty of fait, which they call ehyngattey ; 
that fait is browh, and much,itiferioc to Madrafs 
fait. An account of its produce for thefe three 
years paft, is contained under 
No. j.Ofihe quantity boiled the firftand fecond 
years has been delivered, and I underftand has 
pafled the bundar (or cullom-houfe) under ths 
denomination of iladrafs fait, and paid the efta- 
bliflied duties of ten per cent. The produce'of - 
(all year is dill unexpoitcd, and the reafons af- 
figned for it, is, that the duty of 30 rupees pei 
’ maunds is determined upon it, which I have or* 

' dered to be done, as there is no authority for fol- 
lowing the example quoted above. But 'as thi? 
hind of fait is fo little elieemed, and price' fo losv, 
as not to afford the heavy duty of 30 per cent. I 
did intend, and now take this opportunity of 
tequeilingyour orders upon the fubjeck. Chandea, 

^ which is an article in the receipts of fait duties, is 
I a chokey that colhfts upon fmall parcels of fait 
that proceed from fomc parts of Kiftnagur, Juf- 
’ Iiir, and of Haughicy. The above general ob- 
■ iervationswillextendto the fuccccdlng years, and 
‘ fueh as appertain folciy to any paructilar year, 

' will 1 ; fpoken of when the accounts of that year 
arc rcmackcd upon. ’ / 

• Nu. 4. Is an account of the produce of fait ia 
ttyjet 1768-9. and , 

. No. 3. Is aft accourt of the duties collcded h 
ti7 or 1769-70- la^ the latter, JomVam Go- 
.\,:h a rouifiloa from tho ciU- 


hbtjicd k 
too 


I ich reduces it to 


— 9, b rjpccs 
i rent-iScii ordered h/ 



“nv';? maun(l5,,bhlv- 

¥f;R‘ ,d'f„n.crchants -^aviaa' 
?,S9i?9°^.? liJlMce of, dutiy will bo'^dueJM 

?o adjpftmcnt of dcdqmc5^SvK=a>i 

cpn;e tq export thi^f fait ^ li „ a. 

.iJ.!;“Vto ‘rdmafli in; geierd" In''Vegard;fpji 

H'f.jSfflffi iwcidit fDecifieH_tb.,',l„'’i,'‘,'‘;‘„l,S,; 


fueV Alh l latter accqiJpfi 

f.vcr anv ^=™iodar* to an- 

article or for the ddiver)- of that 

. or rccotercd from his fen ants, who hiil 



f • » ^ 

- [ 173 ’ 3 

imbezzied it the preceding yc»r, ttas Brougllt to 
>he credic of jHe •year’s produce. • The ptcfent 
accounts are formed from the onginal accounts of 
of the boiling,' by 'rvhtch only the duties that 
ftould have been ioUeaed, cm be calculated with 

^ Nd. 8.' Is-m effimate tiie product of falt'in 
Idgclcc;'M^adel, andTumlock, for the prefenc 
year. Ic falls ^fome^xhat Ihort of what was 
fbrmCTly Computed, and the realbn of it, is, there 
have been frequcutly rains In the pergunnahs of 
late, which have much internipted the boUing, ^ 

^ i^d.^p.'isan account of the contrat^ conclu- 
ded by government this year. ‘ 

" No. 10 . Is an account of thcMuties colledted 
Upon bcet(c-aut fince the diflblution of the focUty 
or trade,' upon which I have to remark, that this 
diftrid“<loes notproduce'that ariiclei''and that the 
duties h*ere arc partly local, or collcfted upoi? the' 
importation for' confumpiion,' and partly from a’* 
cuftornary bdoal upon the Dccca towatinas,' 
The rale of duty varying, as appears from the'ac-^ 
counts,, is owing to^a former prafticc of encoura-^ 
gingHinportation, by^/indulging particular mk- 
^antsSvjth a diminution 'of the cuftornary duties7 
and the CTeatcr or Icfs'qiiantity irriportcd by them, 
will of conf^iuencc alter the medium rate duty*' 

for the whole year.’ ’ ^ ^ ^ ''*^1 

“ Nol ii-i Is ’an account of the duues collcfted" 
on tobacco; and as thw article liltc wife' does hoc^ 
^VoU^lV; ‘ 1 t 7. ‘ .13- 



■ i tn ]! 

grow in this dilltia, 'the duties are,CDirpae3*5poii 
it la the fante niaonet they are upon beitlc-nut«j ^ 

, j lam, tVith rcfpea, ^ ’ 

Gentlemen, i , 5 i 

Hughley, Your moft obedient, i ' 
Apnl3o, 1771. „ 1, 1 ' Lf ? 

' Mumble fq^FVaptj,;. j, , 

WlLEIAMj LuSH^SGTOI'. 


Ordered, that the Petfian copies of^ theltai^*, 
ments, fertt with thc,Hughlcy letter, of k!)e tdol 
Gt April, be dclucrcd to the naib Duan. * 
-It ^ ' 

Extraft of the general letter to BUeal, dated $hi 
, I 1 of March, 177J. ^ 

, " t ii II 0 

- “ Wc are highly difpleafed at your' difobW 
cnee toourordersofthc ajth of March, ryjo, re 

whS,°f '=-™'>“':fcnwt”t,of all fud^Yuni!, 

f P't «de. to fuch petfons to 

The^Sf toaflign any.lhatt 

mlfe ^th“r"?l “""Otfothtar tcftiffing our (hr 
-iitew to which >ou cvidentW 

be foundeH *^^^t”cnds ^oula 

ourcomc7l P wc poold be perfuaked, iKa't 

this flen from * V X®'* been induced t(J 

ar^nlf/or^Tch ‘’'Sf”*'™ 

S itom fuch commiffion was intended as a re- 

compcncc 



foqip^pce to tlioCe fcryaiiB/ip \\l\ofc 

pamcuiarprofcffiptiah^Swtw^ . 

pel objc^s of coufi^ewti&nt We could not but 
be imprcffed with anidcaj^ejiber of ) our want ot 
' judgmenf or ai^cnttonj *for upon the lealtadver- • 
tence to t|^e ii7tb paragrapbof qur orders of the, 
25th of November, 1767, and on the 182a 
'graph of out-letferofthe^i6;h of March, i 7 kS> 
which ought TO have been the rut<^iof ithck ^pn-^ 
dud, they'' could 'not have been under any dim- 
culty Qoncermne the purppfes to which wemeaqt 
to apply 'the fuiplu^, as might arue from the un- 
^pptopjiated. l^res of the faid eommifljon or 
'^en^qa^ th\tb?cn poJTiblc, ‘certainly we^hadrea- 
fbif to'bcVicvtf,, that they would^ have been fuIHcU 
cntly refttamed by'^our ejqitcf^ injdndion'bf* the 
?oth , of November, 1767,, which pofidvcly < 11 - 
reds, that th?^''luryus Ihould be carried to tl{c 
company's creilit/ under the h^fead'ofunappropri- 
ated coi^tnifliojij^uptil you^lhall receive ^further 
orders concerning the difpofmqn of U. " * , 

'^“-Xpd'Jthcrbtord,^ in lefcrrlng- this matter to 
yo^t', fufthej^ Condderationj you havc’'di\ly difeo* 
vpfd'an unjuftifiabiexpartiality to fuch’of ourfer;^ 
had aded^ in' violation of our orders, 
H immediate repayment' of 

fucji Turns, aS’liad 'been duljrpaid out of the" faid 
fhtpiu^',.''ypu haye'roanifefted as little ' regard 't^ 
ro' our commands/ and'To'far arc ' 
,we from bclng^'difpofe^* to ^recede from our oV- 
^ers of.^hc 23d‘of March, 1770, that we hereby, 
tenew.and confirm the lame. ‘ ‘ ^ . /' •■ 

^ “rc therefore forthwith to dcmana,'>an4* 
jccciye of the' feveraV members of bur council/ 



E' 


an^Tiliare 
not .u’arrantcd ’ 
9f{j^eirjjab(tnce from, your' 
PX^?iV9rp?<^vc:atto;nicSj or agcn??, ’ 
fitefty hayc^jbccn 

. ft4^4'99toE/tcj/aid commifiioti-;,'and/ti 

ncglc^ to pay the fame ’ 
IDediate]\MnrQ.ftur frV,r.ft„ TTrtu- - 


at T'ort-Williaii), 


^^IJ■^''^l^':}i^}UH“<>y^» Eprthwiih proceed ro^an ' 
manner as ivedi 

1 thc-iad paragraphof 

bers of iVe /f qujred of. tho/e ii> . 

involved ns.^ulke 
ofexeK^il” non-paymenj of ajlji 

,i . .jI cjj lo yniocl hid id: 


■iia -5 ea's'f.' '. b=>f‘?-'"“'>'‘ 

«V%fsr«fefc&%jK 



Utia''as wehaVc';carorto"Wp^- 

•|i^n^rfIiarybulhavc’cvadcacrarcomiil^na:,,^ffO^ 

^ WwllbshcCs elucidate ^tKc cteuCAdions of . 
Akroiicty.'^e^miiftr-ifcoJ^dcdyc] that j^rjou 

•^cg1fc5^t6'fbhv&Vd4du?;^by5h?ilnps’orth^ertjb^^ 
^kg^tfeafon^^cotSy^Ht topws^of all books and a^- . 
rfeounts'of tbc’loclcty/fromdcs mtlliqtioij 'o ^be 
:otcj(lng of that monopoly, we ftall nor only^''man^ 
*feft tthaC^dilplbrufe whlcK**Vdful dlfobddwncc 
fhairdcfcrve, Fuirbq^uirc'‘>ou*to rndcmmfyj'^tjic 
, company for any lofsthey may fu{l3m''bf 
• triving neceffaTy infonnation^dn* ibis- r 

;3npgr,' 123,-^ Bafidk 'the3l)oo^s abd^ewunts of 
tto‘(ald focicty of trade,*’tcis"'du?erpfers wUl and 
. plbofUre-,' Ihac yon afccrtain’ ns'by‘ lenSr and flate- 
^ menc^ in the b?ft 'mantfec'-Vdo'^^are^'^Sre^^thS 
{itnountoc aU-fafebbugEt uphy-ofy oftTse mem- 
bers of the faid focicty of trade, wHctbcr'^dmil? 
lor feparately, between the 12th day of Augufty 
. 0^5, -and tKe'';^ day^df^^ardfiptydef a^“vJetr 
as for every fuccecdiog' year,- fpcct^'ing the names 
of buyers and feUen, and the.auantity of falcJo 
and ibldlasf albrefaldj^ib^ all caTcs' Wh^rc 
nkehihccohnls can* pbiTibiy'bcobtaTrica.^^^ 
t'f ir 7 i-ajJ^Idordc? to tKis^^you' wU calf Ec^r^ 

) Oti thU banyanr-and otHcr" pubUcTcr^nis of iVofe^ 
pcribns^jnwhdS'c’ompdled^tKd^ committed 
tAde>‘2ad'all otlrer pcrfpns'whonJ.-you'may’^ddenx? 
abk’^to clucldatc*tKc tcan&.iliQn»''hcfebV" refeftedr 
tayod^lnvcfTiRationr^^^''*' 1 ‘i* 
li*a>. 124! -You5fc.to ^iKfcafc? thatjth^'cxa^,* 

irimauoa of all fuch pcrlbni’*Ec%a3riti ibe“moftI 

awufaie mibntrj'and^ fo- auihcnScated as'' co*'* be'^ 
ct nfc in 2 court of judicature in England, la 

caff* 





' wc^ihould'bavc rficcafiQfv- fuch'Ui 

thereof. L? And in*all ?he focipty^ account oT &'( 
at Calcutta,:; or clfcjv'bcrp ii> the difffrent dillrld 
of the country, iyQttiirai)ft_bef,efp.cci3lly^carcfi 
that the fale‘price,tat every, place^jand pcjjodj t 
fully and diftindtly afeeftained. 

V 'X?^ account to ^yith^pld froa^ v 

fuch lights on the fubjcAj as may enable us full; 
to inveftigate the tranfaftion^ of this fociety, ic( 
Tbp„, particular jnembers thereof, froip Apgull 
^7651 tO|the prefcpt;iimc, , , 

As the fociety was, in September, '17*2^5, ret 
dered anfvyerable to the board for jheir condu^ 
and both fociety and council^ werc-to be controul« 
oy the fclcdt committee, \%c muft confdcr loM 
*ull^cnmo\\ercd to anftver ou^ prefent conunaBdi 
Oh fbis igbjed j ^nd.wc again dirciii/afiat >o« 
apatfl no pains In your^ enquiries, ndriuficr -API 
Ponnpct^oijs or confidcrations, whatevcfi'itoiptsr 
vent, you from aofwcring fully our ju« expf<5»‘ 
tioDs,, according to the letter and fpirit'df thc^ 
out I’puuvc orders, as you value our fervlcc, the 
Jionoi^ and lotcrefl. of the company, and youroifl 
Charqdlcrs as its- reprtfeotatives in Bengal 
a, o ^ >(?u wcpldavoid the confcnqcnces 
sou Will he gendered, liable, by a .dilTcfcnc coa. 

"f Ijid, Olliers; njrlicuiir, 
Inv^ ■“ n^n^of; the pcJfoM «hs 

Iho hn . ">= 4 tho“pa&-, 

r<.‘ ^ ''™'- ooinpofcd itcil 

comraiLtec or commirt«>/>e 5„.n 


'’■o.prccifc'tiraVMka 
y id-aih, refignatipo, or othcr*''*^? 

halites 



• ■ - ' :'-X te' i\: - ' . ' 

aving' happened/ _ '^^ode^br. 

bmmju'ce of traded' frqm-lts ihftiwrioti to.us 
in6n‘}^of,\f\tVi&iB.bt beep totally abqUmed, then.' ^ 
Bch'afccountV'mUft;bo‘*cbitiplcatcd‘;to-thcj:iatelt 
reriod for .which they! can' be takfen^" '■‘J, . 

At a Scith e6mihitte?}- tKe'28th 'April; \T7qJ v 

v;u Prelent;^^!’ ' 

rHciHon^Johb '.CarVier>’^Efq;'Prciidefit;^;Glau^^ , - 
RuiTell, and ChatlcS'^HoJetp. E.fqrS'. J 
iit-i-rr.yi v;>i,yi)l_‘p;U cA 

iXtraft of- a'.L^tter'frorri Mf.jBcchef/; W‘thd 'Sc>' 
'>■'•:' left' Co'mmrttccr* ■ 

r/J'Thcre.;aepbunt5,’\^wh»cV-afe;-com{)ofedi?pf 
T)ater'ials\furhiihe<l by'thc minift^sabmy^ 
[itionJ'Vxhibif, -on qQehdci'/theaniounft 

eolleftcd fiiice ' the'' Eu^ Ifli ‘.luyep abce’ded' to" thq 
3 wafin’cc by cefle's undcr'tBc'riarhe of Mut-hutc‘> 
and ^pn* thh ’ other,’ - the ' particular?’ ’ of ’• fii ndr/i Px’- 
pcriccs df’^rKdCcca^'-ricithcrl^of'; which'' hayeiip* 
pcaiedlbn tKc public'recprds'/' the' former^ having 
»bVer been-in^ludcd in' thc’/gencraV ftatbmcnc-p£ ' 
the: revenue?' thibrmitted anhtfaUy to ‘your '{board; 
nor'thc^latteV’infcrtiid •iQ^'-our^trcafucy'^ accounts'/, 
but both left under the management of the mihii^ 
%r5 ; ' foThcafoiiilwhy t hefe ccfles-rfcfc cftabUlhhd/ 
and' have bcih“thus-cp'ndi:ftcd;'I’can^"only:t:rcfer! 
yp^tbah'cxtTaft'bf^ •lcttcr-from'‘Mr'/ Sykes^to* 
^''^»:P^h\i'rcfigmng‘thc'dfficc^’*npW^hpld,.jYMa^^ 
homed’ R.eto-.Ca’.vu'enHtcly- chftfirms: Mr^^Sykei's 
rcprefchtaiion/ and afTurfs-mcJ'thatjit'was-rwUh; 
approbation of ^Ixird CUVc; -and''thc.’gciitlc»'' 
' men 





i rViBi". j 

ic6 tootcrcoffideWUcr 
tS|'tfcaTufy|;i3r^Hati«iB8' 


aw 







obs C3nnyf,’4ri my/ypiffion At 


'aOTeJiVly rtduied?,- 



the’ rnxr; W5I A ,to people m gcnyral>;puk an^’, 
praf^aSmoIhinr^ohablc charge. .■'ThefcsKiaUsi 
extcnd4tam'<fedaliad3‘rn'- tl(.,.'r.^n»;ii‘ ri -„r ' 




Wk.'fupported 

'l'^^''ai>d.’~tKcre‘umbVts. Fot- 

.^Vgtviy. A a 
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merly the expence of fupporting thefe banks, a 
patring bridges, &c nas defnied bj, and ti 
randufting It entirely imened in, prrtictilara 
mindars, « hofe lands were contiguous to thci 
and the zemindars ncre proporlioiiably cafed i 
'Sitraordina 
wasgiscn b) tlic gorcrt 

during the firfttvvo jears of our liolding thed( 
jvannee^ and tin. extra expence n as charged in ill 

*'“' ■" ”73 (=""° P® 
‘'inA I’n ’^^7^ the infufficicnc) of this moilt 
rfiA I inabihtj of . thti zemindars 

thf eminr?'^ “ ?''"S olfomc of thci 
ftadXd ? ",i' and the city qf M»i 

1767 S'OTemJicr 

ibefoK ^1? a ^ affclTmcnt which hit 

Se oFih/ '''‘‘V«''“l^^-2emindars, who bo 
&ahl? '='■ ‘l>o.r.rcnt;;croW 

'ilil^ifls The^^'’T'’u ‘i’ oitended to oiha 
racduaims' Je RezayCawf 

I'hasbcen aiinlJc^ 't'l P'^'’duce of his aflcHniral 

pafrm^hlrfbalrt '“'''5 '« 

eencrSlvrpr.^ f j which appear, andJire 

'! apprehend^ ar'^'^ E°od order, antjmsf, 

of the river, r® ’'f V^oy extraordinary rife 

‘duaMc,‘^o;£'eT‘’of‘'tf“” “'“‘■“t- "hich IS the 
I annocs, (Aar of d, “ tPumM K» 

'by old an1 “flau.fte?“‘ ‘^^=^“' 1' 
v<as formerly oSlf 1’“^^ “f 

‘ . ^ icpiitc-, he being propC(lr> 

i I'll .1 . f 


sVis Jniimc- imports;' oVerfecr', 3nj.i'HavJng| Bad 
I Wcr'Blm'aU tlic pi:bns;.’'chuj>dars,: &cl’'who^'pn 
Vrctcricc of .’collecting/ pliin'dcrcd'.tlie.: country.. 
rhis.bfficeliavingbcciVfpuntl’b'nrtlienfom 
liaH advantagcbus/*‘im •dboUflic^^/but .the^ceis 
ids Bccn’cbhcinueH’;^ aHil byi’tHci.'accbmpanymg 

)dpcry?>yp^ 

jnpRcjdv'-'O/thtf cefumr'^^ ten dnnocs/ Jour' 'were 
lohg'agb'ftriicFoIll -anti 'arq mqntlily brbugBcJo ’ 
credit liftKe' tVcaYuty'.’accddnt;' .tbe ‘rcmdinin^'fix 
buglj/dccotding to' dppent cnftomj to be divi^^ 
among tBe mutmdtlics mid' mbhores ;6FJliq^cut- 
cbcrryj'but Hb\v In'ucU of it’they:’ rccciycdilyou'^ ■ 
cejiilemen]' will' fee- bj' jiirpcdting''''thB^accoubC'U£ 
tn5'difbu'rlcnicnis)' ;'J- - 

cifcumftHrTcc'm tVicfd/ accounts wBicB” rer 
laws' to \uuftbcg'leayfi\tp'^cxplainj'Jp"n 

my ajri ya f Here , ' I fo'u n‘d ' Sat= rny. pred’ectflo f s'Hdd 
received.' from tliefc ccfrcs';fm 'allowance^ , df'^sbq'o 
rupecs' per. montB/’ ,On applying’to 'Maliomed 
Rcia Cawn'fpr'ah, explanation bn.this.chafge/lie 
acquamtcd' mti that accpVdjng Jo ’.tK’e cultom’^of 
this'-Jdmuty,' i Mr?, Sykes’s' 'tf^bl'e’.''was ’ applied 
Jrqm rhe di^'rias' near' !thy citjywitlvjcyeral arti- 
“ tics oEpt^nnon, buVthat ioconveniVucw 
•'.atrcmicd.YhiJmcilifod;!’\falibmcd'R^ 
■pQfcdfd'Mr.'^iykeS to abolifli this' culidm’,'^ and to - 


• io^-ancy basbecn'cQiuinucd'to* tlic. jeddent/'’^ 
.;i"5.'^>y^^V-mc''fipcc I'rhw 
•. ; *1 1 .^W'^B'^^d'witli^tlus' ^cjrcumtlancc,- 
^na he did nc; difjpprove of iBc allpivancc being 
' continued^ 



cjintmqed, ai[ h^. jias fenfible of the great <ji 
pence attendant on nij fit;uation.> .iWEifcvcroi- 
ders^ou niayplenfc to traijfmitpA xi]is ipbj^ 
■fliaU be pundtually C9ippl;ed^\YJ?h>; and^I, {ball 
jh?t Igrge as my olloiappccsaie, 
asrelident at the durbar, lean kuievou; fit 
<}o not exceed my expfnces. )/,(,■; i 
oonfideption, and eyamimtia 
Jho,, ' the nnmftershi« 

thought proper to admit m thefe accounts,^ Iglti 
fo a”’ determine what thallbc 

continued, and what ftmek off. ,^Thc charge! 
r If" teduced the' mmia« 

hid •'“dred andfifir 

““tiyfotveto bear all 

the fnllpA^n »nimediately in,^ offer 

that^obea^eS^^''"'^’ 'hatyou think proper 
t^harged m fuSre*: 

Mttm-‘ - 

3dt1 thofralH V*”' *"'!? «™nuc“ovf rS 

it' P«mw <PTOfied,''muffi-be"adde'd h 

commetid ftrongly'to r^ 

demands made l^ut^liad rriore" or 

th*e coHcflior'^'- Th ^‘■^itrary will-of^ 

«h"e?"generaT.i “a 

^ uunaebuik ^y^i be chearfully^rub*^ 

muted 


Clittcitto: tHe ryotts>'wilI Knowhvhat 
to-payr^ncl'Yc freed- from -arbitrary’ dppr^onl! 
OrtcgrwfdifEculty 'accrues^,' \vHicmisj 'hoiv to 
'clear 6fhhe Jfdm ofJi^pees i^g^i 26 5-^11 p: i^ 4 y^ 
which rherc'cefTcs^ftand/itfdebdrdf rtf'rh^treafur/,^ 
'naetchants, C6utdt'’th*r3'^fum' be 'drote''^tO“ 
lofs; and ordered to be paid/tRe fttisfadttdn' vvburd* 
be complcair; U'nptJ^raiW'afrald'tHS^deftraftlve^ 
malHuto-piaft''m\i{i%e'putfucd'anbtl\fer ycat’to^geC’ 
clear of- this livcumbrance.^'^’*^^ 

;ud llijU 'rd,.",ru-n\rJioi'Aa"^!o .•rjfnalJ'i/;! 

t>ljncb X^icmam] \UtK'Tcfpca, lUjuiinuoi 

rijjll.ilm aJ '{linen JO vjthz 

''*!) rtrjnLos ra iHonJ^and&si o-'ii'tbl/iT bifi! 
Nz’lTt fc't': bajbnuri nF’dj I 0 'iioihSajd idt 

^ Ik wl 'iijrSi\rji Your.mofli)bpdie.i)f;,frA;iJods 

ni 3>aiJi (II fnjj’".T, 1 ?'iilo»o jOcjii.sa on ic.it 

■ /.nt^Tr ii -j.-i.iHp wi'3 dv.-^ .syuovMsIsiij 

E of o,!Ceti%/ron3 M'r,5yJtcs to fl^.B 5 cHer/j 

I,.iin ‘uh&t nail 

b: 


yjz* « 

^JoH^Biufebundy, and’^ufutn; Nsiarucl,7g,‘r ' 2 ' 

' »?.‘"S.toq9Pnfof!oOofraying.,tliefe-cxi)enccs,was, , 
otUWiflKd by;j^5d'.Cl§cr95;d tl,=;fcW.S0t^i 
ini5tce,.,;uidwhy,^tlify,jarc.no5 includi^i(in vthpp__ 
u^ttmtnt, .ih»c-.^hc C9mpany,i 'miglit^j)iye,a,fau;^' 
o'SopoS.?? <li4i Stols co(l^ipas(at o'ofo'xiBWs Jb 
/ oonspcajpcciyjj 1; ttok,j tayc-arif^i) 

' 1^:1 li ' ' “ '■ ' ftoni 



'firom tbc-feir tfc^rmkmtn'. otthc/cfca-’n 
mittec hjcl that the.companj'-^wquidj nit. p;:i 
iucban^pencelo be kept up at the pooKal 
.notvy,fhftanding,ti5tlecmed ft neccffairia't 



jiuf puuiccounarisat 
■T''=‘™f“bv.nazarec.raight 
anomnces to the und 
-WHjA'i'iK.sand pincers of the government is of; 
^ .‘l>P'-ibDjitipn.af. it.avDUlil h» 
€/> ^ ‘iircacd to be tepu); 

Mddiude4 as, the .nabob thiughtirroira. 

•ir^ldii|;''\“““7" be entered ,afet the 

‘ ‘’''■'""“"■'''g reftiution.; . - 

• ■tuteirr^SH"!^'""^?^'''’'- ''’el3t.bate.be ii-ft 

‘ItetdrefTesto bebi 
■ S ted ’rf 'be-eaieg bffiiers of gotet. 

• ted\he I'vahi,* r ' of ItheuadminilteiiM 

admiti'^* .'^'’“‘'■l’*'-'°'^'3Siappearancc,«il 

'djeffi^ and f l^bfethdio have hei'ctoftre raura 
Swho^n&e?'?’^- 'Committee, « 

to,, that diflifajOT.^; 

:the£f^o'jd!na5'rep"®'of th 

poly, thq neceffirv f ™ 'ecountof.the inondant* 

-prcftSrand fS n„;v“';?'“8e 
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gS It not neccffary To difcliarge the 
29»2<J5-^i ' r4Jandonthe overplus^ thi3 cels 
w coiiniuccc.pnticipaUy“icl), asafundfor chac 

xirpofc* •* K ^ i x'' * T ^ ^ I , 

ThatfreTum iia2arct be ccnfohdated \vith the 
:fum-of II annoes/ ^ 

^That die prcfents td the mohurcs and -mutfpd- 
lies be diG^ontmued, as far^-*as can be'^efiedSd 
vithout creating mtiiero a ditgnft to the Tervice.^ 
That bearers be allowed to ihofc \Vho travel on 
duties, und to no others. ^ ^ •* 

•That the futn of 350,000 rupees be fis.e 3 on 
oc the cnfumg >ear, and that all faving and dc- 
iuftion^ which can be made Uhcrefronij be ap- 
plied to the difchargeof thedebrof 239,265 .11 14, 

« That a Aafenienc of thc.fum be formed feparate 
from the b undcbufli, and that \ new and c(\ual af- 
feflmcnt thereof on each difttift m -proportion to 
Its n?vcnuc, avoiding thofe particuhrs which have^ 
hitherto been too vifible to the Icvymg the mah- » 
hut. This indeed the committee luppofe to 
have been one grand caufc of the complaints re-* 
garding mahhuts , and if the abufes of colleftors 
be included, the ruiVoa why ib inconfiderablc a 
fum, as the mahhutsdias fpread fuch' terror, '■and 
produced fuch grievance, need not be fufthcr. 
fought. ! yy d i i * 

By fixing the amount of the vvholi^ mahhhr at 
the com nencement of the year, and dividingThe 
buTt^vn equally among the diftrifts, thecornmit- 
w-Mtntcrcaui hopes, that the inhabitants wilCbe 
' fuincjtntU' fecured againft the cvil&ofan unlibit-^ 

* tcdarbitrarytaxv*andifc?art3 0 f CoUcaor:., who 

mjilncccfip.rily have dinvvn cnormou> fumsfrom- 
” ' /i.L ' ' 1 the 

f 


t iss*’'! 

tte ryota unde; this h'esd ; it anpearlnff to tin 

timeTiaTh ?°?° I>=r nionl, rata. 

^ t is a port of the JOM 

fettled by lord Chvc, by fomo Lrfightnou” 

cer^m^b . ‘'’“i S' •>= quefiioned cei- 

to bin^'i't following letter be wrote 

^h.m os a full anfwer to his lettfr of the oSthef 


Richard’ Beher, Efq. refident at the Durbar. 
•' Sir, 


uI^wS your favour of the iSth 

inclofed. papers and accounts thereia 

tilcrf with'nn^^^^^* abufes of office are prac. 

the offe„^r^ “’T“'^'''* '■""as toeipofc 

fupported bv fii puniflimcnt, and are y« 

inildtude of “ ““Plioation of artifices, de 

Sd ^arfc tS'T’a*"'" detea is diffiU, 

country ; cqultablv A' o” this extenlive 

ftnas, it would bo To amongfl all the d; 
not be called a orto ^'“tccly felt, at lead it couif 
traerdinary dif^onl^?^*^' tccencile this ex. 
is impolSMc and'no''^ ?/ 'J ' “ the eifoi 

P ooic, and tsc ftall therefore be very fell- 

cilOUS 
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pitous to heaf .wliat proi^refsls made by the fupcr* 
^'iforsin this Qh\c&. ohUctr enquiries, fince vre 

more than esipcect’ntiefaitwtt \'Xj opta a 

iniquitops fceoc of opprefCon^^nd. peculation. ‘ > 

1 “ Wc fhall nowjcply to youc obfervatioos on. 
tb&mftitutiqn, amo'iintj'an^ applicatioiv of each 
particular cefs j and here wc arc fthick-witha nc- 
vcr-ceafing accumulation of espcnce in the ar- 
ricle? of;;Chelac Baba.. . Upon referring, to the 
charged incurred before our acceflion to the de- 
wannec, we find them fo ftoall as 83,000 rupees, 
and even Cnee chat period, each >ear has fweUed 
to the account, -jtilj it has exceeded all bounds. 
’VT'e ate ftpfible^ that the cufiom of drcflcs'madq 
to the board have been one caufe, aud the defray^ 
iagioccafional charges from the treafury, and noc^ 
’from! the nahob^s confiimmany^ as" formerly ^haa 
bepn ^pother great foutce-of ib'eincreafe.^ As to che^ 

. firjl, thq Inftitution.eamefroni- Lqrd Clite>' wfitcu” 
he attended the fitiUtorncah, after the graptof ihB 
dewannee,] Ipvas recomiucDded by his dordfluip^ 
to the council, as a fpcm which coft. little^ Vud was" 
nevcrthclefs'^eflrential ta'thc dignity of this’adminw 
ftrationjj^pd beemconimued,M\’e''3rO'’pcr-i 
fuaded, fcqtn that.ai\druo other? motive/ \u4 
tcreftx could (egreo be fuppofcd.to havc'a''place iftl 
nmers fo riiviau', But^thc grand' abufe*Hvhlcii^ 
has been jnereafihg yearly^in the admiffiort-bf^ 
ev«y^rank to that’ honour, by which not onijsthe; 
charges^ have beep apgmcqted, -but thcdncehtioni 
of the<^ftom 4 tfelf prevented ; for. fo far from'be-i 
ftowing^anyp-jrticMlardiftin^on on members of- 
the pqardj It has been the means of confounding 
all diftinftiona. We fncak with a view botii to 
Voi. IV, B b Eng- 


[ 


' - ’ ^ \ i J 

Engllfli gentlemen and domcfllcs, and^hpnerarr 
placemen about the nabob and minifters. Hence- 
lorth-wcdirea:, thatdrcflb, &c. be .confined jo 
members of the board alone, and to Aich amongft 
the natives who arc entitled by their ofiices; \ 
which latter point, nc cannot at this diftance pre- 
cifely determm-c, but leave toygu to cxamipe,t!I 
pretenffon; and "e could ivlfli. to fee, the value pf 
t e c dr vffes reduced, as well as more fparingly 
dealt. When thefe points are eSiaed, lyeeL' 
ceive-the dilbnrfcments may be reduced w the 
h'ap^s^lower^* brltyear of the dew3nnee,aQr per- 

, beinga new cefs lince the JM; 

mitJ’ “ «traordinarv, cs|s, 

mity, which had not happened for years : befott,; 

reafo^ '"aft!" f"'' “> 

roneh’r5“ had undergone qne tho- 

beefl/vierf"^’ fum ^ouId.fliU,hatp 

undaJfnn^ S- “P^'diotely fuccecding, thp ia- 

SdJ Ptaaice.ofimhatfutehft 

a favounh) to be at prefent, would plfjr^ 

nl w fot aboliih ng the gene- 

debfof,1^;'6f.1 '"’■"S'b' 

on account of form ■ '0 '*'0 roeyciipoh 

fond for .hed.feharge'oS“dS 

dilbutfemcnts'^oT^h’ the names aci 

ones of to aiu,oes '’ble'lT- o"'* 

) blended together. It occur* 

.^9 
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to us, that Was the name as well aS theolhce of the 
nitAtiiut configned to obln lonj and that cefs confo- 
hd&ted \Mth the refum of lo annoes, we ihould 
thereby nd ourfeWes of onfc fpccics of mhathute. 
Whether the prefents made to the Mohours out of 
thefe ceffts, might be difcontmued parti} or whol- 
ly, v^vthout producing a difguft and indifference, 
partly to the courfe of bufmefs, is an object uo 
recommend to }our confideraiion. 

Under the head of bearers, fome difference 
fliould be made between thofe who travel for a- 
mufement, or their own private affairs, and thofe 
who arc called upon by duty. That bearers, &.c. 
Ihould be provided for, the former at the public 
expcncc, is in the higheft fenfe unreafomblc and 
profufe, and we direct thefe,exceptionsbecare- 
ruUy noted in future. > 3 

)ou inform Us, that no ccfsjWas collected on 
account of the rcfuni of lo annoes, before, the 
)car 1767, wearc at a lof> to know how the 
pence was defrayed before thap period. From,^ 
the matcnals before us, it-would appear, that tins 
rcfuln was formerly colle6:ed on the^ amount of 
ihebundibuft, andonlyjbecame;-a mhathu'’e fince 
the }ear 1767. ** 1 J ) 

" We rtqucff >ou will fohe thir doubt. For the 
future regulations' hftUefcc^.(rc>,iiwo points muff 
be tffecttd t ^ i 1 1 1 

iff. The limiiation of the fun i 
' hd The proportion that fum to the whole pro- 
vinces You fix the neceflary tt 350,000, we 
hope and believe^, you havecvcceded the r^-aluy m 
tlur talcbhiion, tor upon drawing imbalance 
the lUsdium amount of former charges. 



and tfia favings we live pointed out, there »i'l 
remaia a. confiderablc^ balance from'tlie fom c[ 


c .1 . j , V ru me payment 

this will bed dppar alter the year’s expeiicnct, 
and .then, - lllould*the,fund''fail ‘our exptfli' 
Jions, fomethmg mull be’addcd 'ip i^ for'the )»( 
<pfning.;.till the debt is difeharged - blit to ten Jit 
any addition tinnecelTary', «c eapeOr 'every, polS- 
ble fiVing beapphed to the abbve purpofe., ^ , 

ofthe mhathute. 'The'eatennve provinte ofDetci, 
bw paid only sooo'rupees to the terunVol 19 
W h “S. "Since .1 

tivetn Nbdeah, conjpan- 

this fnennat j.*^*^* hcaviIy to all ; and 

dibuft^ ndding the mhathute’td the bins 

coUciftars ”“‘p}'°gcthcr approve j ^lecaure.the 

ryotts ' and rU ignorance 0/ the 
coIlcAion iifirt ”^cftincly conunuc -the^ ^lpif*K 
“uotoft bf?,'/ : i"d. beeanrr.l« 

thefe extraorri; L* ^'^Pfttiechcd'upon to p*y 
blc fcafon m charges, Ihould an unlavouia- 
mt .who ^ "fffffiry. The 'ry 

porarv refolv^s according 10 the iet“‘ 

Sle Jbtofy 7 eefefor,r'?,'-f;" 

ly tbiiik it o hardrtim would M"" 

is fixed and ptopordlL^^'" '* ‘“ 1 ”^ 

the bundibuft Woilu ^ an addition B 

fct-ngan ui^ufcl toevafions. Ire™ 

o unuiuai thing/, f from no other caufe- 


■'’tn fltoft, oUr '?icw h not fo much to fupprefs th^ 
“taxes, as to new model them ; and jhis we would 
* ‘perform by'drawmg a ferrate ftatcment of lhei|| 
^Ddcjkh^ant of the bundibuQ:,jby determining thQ 
^grofs^fom, and by.afl*ef 5 flgcach diftridt according 
'lo Us true cafes and extent : the ryott, then, cannot; ^ 

® bc^ cxpofed to fudden demands, and < perpetual 
^^alarras of new callsr and the pcrniqlous inHuence of 
■^thc mhathutc will be in all ^plpc&s tCc&ually te* 
^ilralncd. ' ' ' .\i ‘ I " 

*- If the allowance of aooo rupees per mdnth, an* 
i-nexcd to the ref^denejn Ticu^of ihe zemindar’s con- 
i' tributio'n of provifions,. be' inclufivc ^ of the 300Q 
► lopees, which is the Hated falary, ills no more than 
right; If exclufiv'c,^!! muH be dlfcoiitmued* 

• though we are fenfible your moiives for lectlvmg 
j'xt# were no other than the example ofiyour predc? 
cefior. . Vfe arcmc\med.tobclU\e the former, fup- 
JpoUtiotSj' becaufc you only charge 1000 rupees in 
J the Morcjylabftta^s, and.thc falary of the-refi- 
dentwas,. wc underfland^fclil?d., by "Lord Ciiv?, 
wUhout being recorded.’^ ’ . 

{ \Vc be^ our readers’ indulgence, on accounp 
9f the unavoidable repetitions found* in the lacf 
ter parr of jbls work ; the reports' of ifac epm- 
f m|iwcs appointed by the houfe of commons tp- 
enquire into the Hate of the Eaft India- compa- 
ny, and the tranfaftions of their principal fer- 
vanis, bccalioncd neLefianly ^ a rcirofpeft of 
“ their conduct for twenty, years paft; and the 
** fcvcral wunciTes examined on the fame fubjciSts, 
* from them dcpofitions fummed up in the con- 
“ cbfion ofihis complicatedl narrative have caufe^- 
** this tautology. Had we omitted feveral im- 
‘ ‘‘ poxtanc 
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* portant , examinations, of the; legillaiure, to ie^ 
»'them'into the laBynoth’ of the various feen'eSo 
‘" fraud,'' avarjee,* fordid*, knavery/'.' cruelty/ ^ 

* ''oppreflioh ■'exhibited in Hindoftanl thls'perfof 

* ^ mance, would -have 'been 'inconipleac/'and tb 
‘■'‘crimes'of the' rapacious mahage^of /hdia ■» 
‘'fairs'-’mighc- have’/bcen palliated'; By^tbe* arts 
'*‘'bribssi’‘and'cdrruptidn'of; thefe wealihy;opptd 
’* fors. ' The objeft of this, book, lefs volun^w 
^'than feveral others' lately publilhed' ona.p^ 
r^pbt'.fb^ cxtehfiye’aod. f6:ufeful as ours^ 

‘^‘ihere' ehicrtaiDment K it^ was calculated fottb 

‘‘Information ‘of 'tKo^c: who' ace de'fitous tokno'' 
‘f'rninute.lyjl the;*' motive 'and paflibns which hfrt 
**■ kindled^ the 'fndlan wars/ and introduced a nW 
'* ]fyftem','of^'*U\vlefs/gdvcrpmehti' in'prbp'odioa» 
‘‘ jili'e/wohcierful aggrandizement pf-'a/cdpitpctcul 
“ .cornpahy .'who, ciilrer ty Ignorance’ in thCjOi: 
“ 'tc£toc8,'’^or'.tKeit'par«aUty to ihtir fetvanBi^ 

, have broughc.difgracc and infamy bn the Efi|- 
,nathe. Thofe .whb have JoV^'relidcd i® 
“..tKc.pe|nlnfuiaofIndia^ •wlthi ihenew 

Jlo the- cbmpany^s cftabUfliments/yillfihd 'ridja 
_*/'a;lmail .cdmpafs/.whatever is conducive;^ in* 
fttudlipi^’^apd* cuiipfity.' "Whatever ilIibeRl^®' 
fle^ion^s! ungenerous, critics ' h’ave'madc'to pt'f* 
y^nt th'bfale p^’ihis*bbokyefore it was 

**. contcjiry.’tOj p^ccdcnts, and "equity, ‘ye' datC^l;, 

ihaCi’’, no. publication extant," contains/”^ 
*t, famq tjjyead.'qf military and civdl iranfaftiorrs 

"as thisi;"; We wlfh' W.'riiullipircky <?! 
‘‘.. t^atcjialscqjicefnin'g events and occurren'ccs^rMf 
Vr'.hf.Y^i .happened/at 'ths^.larfie' period * 'of' 
-have.bbcd arranged with more 
‘^‘-pccciCdn.” i ^ j-'" 
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We' Pad difljutfcxnejits at tlic time ofv 

: pooneah betwixc Lori Clive, Ivlr. M^lLelyr)^^ 

dants. to have ‘amounted to ^6,75 qI» / ; ^ . 

^ea4 Itho 'Following , letter From the ^ revenue , 
Tpcil acMurlhadaljad, ^o^^he comptrolling com- ^ 
ttceof xEjenue^ and refeiKd^Dy that board to us^ , 

J i" WoihSfr pd SiesyJ ' /f I [ 
f^‘^Wcha\& the pleafurCjto tranfmit you here- j 
ththcaccounl (mneut kiftbbndee,' to’ihe^cloC^c 
ji^e'd^mandTor die Bengal, n^^nth of cattle^ by;^ 
licji jou willbbfcrve, that fhe cblleawns^‘unl4 
flC penod arCj rpmarkab)c‘\v'cU kepc'up*j’ \V<?^ 
rthecbWthe liberty totranfniii you a copy oE^ 
,cllecur^^at)4 feveral ftatements laid before 
oufacebuntan^, ^ prcpjjiratory to doling 
)oks,oF thb" department to* the end^6f/ApCiL„ 

[nVc have’ in confequence ,authbrifed ‘hlnx to, 
[a^ethcadjulling entries ^contained m''’the ftate-,, 
lent/^ N^o. - 2 but for making the further entries , 
jeommendedjih this Jytjerj although they ap-^ 
pjac^tp us^tb l^c highly'^ neceflary^ m order to'clear^ 
the account dcdanneCj f^iibah^BcngalJor ftbclc^c-* 
coubt,^Fror^‘ thCjjbujthcjjj^jof jfuch neavy Yums^* 
which^ a^no recoicnes to bc^cipedted froiu^ 
tnqm, codlUtute^^in'faft,^ nothing mote ihhn^an 
ipagfg^y valu<^tIon j yet^ i\e conclude k will he 
proper to obtain Yor thts,purpofe the^Tandroniof 
the- honourable jtlic prefidenc^hud counciI,^-and* 
u e. d'crefovc^requeft you will’prbture forul fuch* 
orders -as they iriay think. neceUary to this fubjeft,* 
as cxpcditioufly as polBble,’’ that the boolts 'may' be 
*V‘ * balanced 
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■bilanccd in time, ta be forwatded to Euroge -By 

the ibips of this fcafoot ‘The explanation ^Uen 
by'^the accomptant of the fuijii ujiich he is ohdpi- 
mon may be written off in the books, is, in-itfelf,’ 
'Co full and diflind, that it would be fnperfluods 
CO enter into any any further elucidation'' herb. 
Wc lhall only fay, therefore, that Qur fcntimcnts 
entirely co-inclde with his, a,nd that tho ultimate 
determination will reft with the honourable"’ the 
prefident and council, *' f 

We ar^ with relpeifl, , ^ < « > 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, { 

‘ . . < / I 

^ Yowt inoft obedient, ? 


Murihadabad, 

13 December, 1771. 


'I ? 


|dumble Seryants. 

James Alexander; 
J. Graham/' ' * 

Ordered, the inclofurcs be entered after tliU 
Aay’s proceedings ; and agreed, we reply there- 
fore as follows : ’ *■ 


» I 'i 
hi i* i 


To James Alexander, flfq; Chief,' &c. councif 
, of revenue at Murfliadabad. ' ' 'j j 

The comptrolUng committee of revenuo 
hav ing referred to us 3 letter addreffed to them bv^ 
your board, on the 23d ultimo, wc have taken It 
into our confidcration, and fliall give you our 
Opj^nion on the fcvcral heads propofed ’‘by- yt^ur ; 

acconiptant’ 
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accomptant to be wnitea off ^ur book?, in. the 
fame ordertis the) fland m thi? letter. 

Wc cannot allojv o£ ha\ mg the balance m the 
coUcAioas of 1176 written off, without the orders 
ofthecourcofdireftor* beihg previoi^fly obtained 
for that purpofe. But wc think, chat the balance 
uncolle<ft?d of cach^ gear's revenue ought to have 
a feparate head m the ledger, balance of f 176— • 
balance of 1177. And fuch coUedbiqns as may 
be made, from time to time, Should be carried to 
the credit of that year m which they became ba- 
lances, We are alfo of opinion, that the pccounc 
current with merchants ought to remain in the 
books , for though Gaik Chund and Choep Da- 
nionda may at prtfent he infoKents, they pofiibly 
may m length of time recover thcmfelvcs. 

As a balance of account current nith the ze- 
mindars Teems to have arifcn from a cefs on ^ac- 
count of the bha kclaut, we cannot deem tlietn 
more accountable for this Turn than the different 
diftndts, which ,arc now in arrears 344,34a, 3, 
2, 2, on the fame account, and as the latter are 
not confidered to beany ways anfwetable for any 
coll^ions on this head, we chink, that then^ 
zemindars ought to be releafed from any demands 
from this fum, and do therefore authorife jou to 
write off this balance, ^ 

You will hkewifc write off to profit and Jofe the 
balance of the boat accountj kelaut account, 
pufhtebundy, and zczuttitiazarct, the) being ar- 
ticles of espenqe, and not m any manner reco- 
t erable, ^ 

Voi.lV. Cc ‘EztnSi-' 
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The advjinpesj on account of th^ abpve three? j 
articles were heretofore made, from the, trpafury, j 
and attcr«afds replaced, ffom the receip;. of the 
taxes eftabli()ied fo^Mcfraymg them jn the dillritls . 
but as all the/c taxes are now al^olilhed, and ihe> 
utmoft th*at each diftrift can ji"ld confolidated mtet 
one afce^tained revenue, no further receipts from 
thel^taxes c^n^evec,be expeded andjhe balap9e , 
appreh^tJ,, be wrote off ^ ^ ^ \ 

d 


FortWMliain, May g, 1770. ’ * ^ ' 


a -3 » J 51S , . 


xj nj 1 0*5?* “ '-“•r'-' ^ j, « 

- v T t 'J 

a Jne H<jn JpH^ Cittiejr, Lf(}> Prifideni:, ^ 

^'OMeV^r«s^betjiga|ready taken, for the relief 
of theprovjnccjof^Bengd^, from t^he^pernicious, 
mode of taxation, called mhatute, *ihe committee 
judge ipadvifeafale to extend ih ir enguines to the 
jirovincc of Bahar, where iliere » learon to fup- 
pofe that the Ihtpj gpieYa?ces/are felt. 

Refolved, That the following fettcif b^y/rbw-to 
theifqpervifor^ qf [Baha- in order to obtam^thij. 
fulleff mformatton tn tins particular 


To James Alexander, Ef<j, Supcrvifor of Baha?, 
»SIR, 

Asa pra^ice has too much prevailed in Ben* 
mI toimpofe taxes under the name of Mhatute, to 
^^p)y ccriam extraordinary charges of govern, 

‘ aicnt| 
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wMch^^eing IRuftviaung and arbit^rv,"h'^ve ^ 
bcen^'atfthdcll with'|ceat abot’d'^iri the ^Ued;{on’‘^ 
and'pjrHcularhardlhipsto 'the-fyottSj^^^e are^'de- J 
nrous'ofknowiri^ whecKe/rhirninie praj^Hie is*pur- , 

fuc^ in'Dabaf,* and yvharfumV'hre’IeyicdiW^ tKat'*. 

1 i I • • i“r ^ 51 iJocciJ 

account. , > ^ 

'ThV charge of chelats^diftributed'at" the^poo-, 
ncaK called Chelat Bahar',* the^ repairs of banks'id" 
fecurethe country frhai mun'dations], called ^Pefht^ 
bendy, the refum nezaect, orcul^pmsqf the na- 
zir, are, the'mofr^confiderablc^ of “tHefc- taxes — • 
probably the fijft,andjthijd articles /rorn fimilar 
^ax in both pfovincerj ^i|iO'‘ iccond ’you feem ex- 
empted from by (ituation. ^ ' * 

Names, may diffwjJ but“ our J«®^ningyU,_^^that 
youproeuWand ‘tratifmii iis’an’cxadt ftaicment of 
allfuchfumsasarecpllefted, exclufiyepf the,bun- 
oebdft Vpplied toT excfiordmarj^ char^s'of govern- 
‘m6b:/ and occifibnally. aflclTcd on the dlftrlfts*/'* 

-quid f -AciU Ji-<f / KHo a-^-woic;^ 

jlsi suYiiur^moj^ obedient, 

Tdrt-WiDi'amr^^ , 

pt1i’Mayjd‘'i^yo3“^^'® ‘"“ds jiutoblb'-Scrvants.^^* 

? " Kial''3JJ7C4’ 'X U 0.^ Ca.’'-TpOXi31 
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At a jScle£l Committee, the gth of June, 1770. ’ 

‘ ' Prcfcnr, 

The Hon. John Camer,Erq» Prcfident, &c. 

Read a letter from the fupctvilor of Bahar, dated 
the 24th of Mayj tnclofing an account of the es* 
tra coUeiiioos of the province. . '' . 

Hon. Sifand Sirs, > 

** I ha\ e been f4Vou^ed with your orders of the 
5th ultimo, fn compliance with which I now m- 
clofe a particular account of all extra collections 
and taxes whatever, that are levied in ibc Bi- 
har province, exclufivc of bundebuft. 'The e:?- 
pcnce of chelats* conferred at any time on the 
aumils and zemindars, are regularly brought 
dcr the head of charges gener-illy in the trea^ 
fury account, tranfmiued by me ^n^onihly to the 
rchdent at the durbar, and no charge is incurred 
on the country for* this article. A colledlion 
of about I1X ihoufand rupees a year were formerly 
cftiblilhed for ihc,rcfum nczarec, or nazir’s cus- 
tom, but was abohfljcd about three years ago by 
iVlalia Raga Sheiabroy, The charge of pufhic- 
bundy is m this province bu very trifling, and 
in fich village where any precautions againR 
inundations is neceiTary, the cxpence of repair- 
ing banks, 6cc. is defrayed by a kind of fub- 
fcription among the Inhabitants, without the m- 
terpofition of government. 

Tlv 
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The ptefent eftablithment of the dawkes incuts 
a heavy, as well as a very injurious expence oa 
this country i the two fetts that are ftationtd cxclu*| 
five of the company's, appear whoUv fuperfluous ; 
and 1 would rccQnim'*nd that the neceflary charges 
jsn this account be paid from the treafury, inftead 
of Its being levied on the purguni ahs, through 
which the chokey'sare placed, and ihe fame rule 
to be obferved with all the other fervants employed 
under the s^overnmenc. 

= ' J 

I am, with great Ecfpea:, , 

Hon. Sir, and Sir, T 

‘ j Your moft ob dienr, ' 

» j 

[Patna, ; « Humble Servant,- 

24th of May, 1770. i t* ( ^ 

j- j Jawes Ai.sxander. ^ 

Accountofall the collections in Subah Bahar, ex- 
clufivc of she bundibmbj for ihe^ follov/ing pur- 
purpofes . j ^ 

\ i V H 1 

Olitom of the. dauroga of the f 
cutchery, ^ 7,670 i 

Out of this Ije pays to the fe- 
veral aumils, vaqueels of tnc 
per^unnahs fiomwhenctu is 
received, a cuftom of 10 
per cent. 

Cuftom of the arexbeggv 7,oiO 

Out of this he pi\s the au- 
mil's, vaqueel<, 10 ft tcn^. 


Cuftom 
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Cuilom of ihe MocnQipcs, 

Paid tovaqueels, loper. cenfi 
Cuilom of ihc keeper of ih^ feals 
Cuftoro for the fewanny negar, 
&c. which was an office tor- 
meily eilai^hlhed for fending 
adtige of every tranlaftiqn to 
couit, and ho^v held by Kaja 
GoOhuIt fent from Mahom> 
tned Reza Cawn, ' 

Cultom for the mutfeddies, &c, 
for espences of the holy, and 
other holida)S, 

CoDcdled for the cxpence of 
fruits, Sec prefencs to the na> 
bobj and received by a dou- 
rago, who has charge of tha^ 
bufinefs 


2>75<? 

2, OOP 


7iC0f, ji, 5 


6,200 


1,170 


3J>8o 3> n, 6 


Commiflion on the treafury col- 
Icdcd on the rents of one- 
fourth per cent, on the re- 
ceipts, which fuppofing to be 
4.000,000, is rupees 50,000, 
^If of which IS brought to 
the company’s account, and 
the other half dilUibuted as 
follows, viz. 
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Cani-kceperuf the nizamet/ ’ J0;,oo,o 
Daurogi ofthe treafury \ 5-}oa , 

Writers ortifio ?)4°o > ■ '- 

Ditto, who keeps the accounts oh , f, 

the pan of the fuperyifor , 

' ' ' * J 'zsjOOO 

' i. -• ^ n 


r , t '*i r ' -r ^ ‘ 

Collected for’an allowance ap* , 

pointed by lord CUve, for an-‘ ' “ ' ' . 

' nual YarKawn^ lately of 1,500' , 

rupees per'month. 'l8,ooO ‘ 

CoUefStions foe the charges of’ ' - ^ 

dawks in the Baliar province, ' f 
belonging to the f Engllfli t ' 
company, from ‘Shatabad ^'or ^ 

Fu\laka,’i i chokecs, at '^47 ,8 » » ‘ i 

pet month. ' 2)970 

From’Fullwary to CaramnalTa, 

13 ditto, acapajS permonth 3»5io 
From Sircar Champaram, 13, , 

at 292,8 per month i3»5JOj 0,4 

From Serris Kototnba, three * , <, \l 
ditto, at 67S per, month., ,, , J ,i 

MOl I'o.SoJ.' h 

.-I • , ■ Ji^: 

‘ . »’'v ^ ^ J i 

Belonging to thc*nrzam\jt. 

' : » iM 

From Fulwary to Cacamtvada, 1 3 
^ 1 chokecs, at 292,8 per month. 3,510 

•'Sircar Serang to Hofepore, 14 

ditto, at 325 permonth. 3,780 

VoL. IV. D d Sircac^ 
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Sircar Torhur, 7 ditto, at 1278 
per month t>i3^ 

Bahar, ixc. 4 ditto, ai 47 per 

month 5^4 

StrcarShalnbad to Buifarar, 120 

per month i»440 

Boifum AputC) 1 ditto, at 22 per 
month ^70 

Fikawry, S ditto, at iSo per 
month. 2,160 

Nerhuit Say may, at 120 per 
month 


Belonging 10 the nabob of Wuilhadabad, 

From Taluah, to Shadabad, 1 1 

chokccs, at 2.^7, S per month 2,470 
From Fubvary to CaramnalTa, 

i3dlito, at 232,8 pcrmoaih 3,510 

6,480 


AtEXA.SDCn. 


On a review of the fcvcral ariiclci, of the above 
account, ic is refolvcd that the nabob’s dawks be 
conunutd, as a proper nurkof rtfpttt to govern- 
ment ; but that the dawks of the nizamut be al- 
lowed only in Jiich places, where the cempany 
have newu, atid ia cioto loads, where they may be 

necef- 
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necefTary to preferve the inland communicdtioo*^^ 
Other deductions, the committee leave to the dif-. 
cretlon of the fupervifor, who muO: be the beft 
judge of the propilcty or impropriety of the cu- • 
Homs appropriated to the different offices, as fee 
forth in the accounts ; and agread, the following 
later be wrote to the fbperviforof Bahar. 

To James Alexander, Efq, fupervifor of the pro- 
vince bahar. 

/ « Sir, 

** Wc have received your letter of the 24th 
ult. indofing the account of extra coUeftions in 
the province of Balvar. 

We requeft you will inform us for what fervices, 
and on what pretcoHons the falary of 1,500 rupees 
par month, wis conferred by lord Clive on Maho-* 
med Yar Cawn, for which wc fee a feparaie ‘CoU 
ledlion is made. ' 

With refpetb to the nabob’s dawts, to with- 
draw them, would be rather injurious to his digni- 
ty ; but we can conceive no rcafon for mamtain- 
ing dawks belonging to thenizamut (as it is ex- 
preffed in your account) in places where the com- 
pany’s dawks are Ilationed. Wc direft, that all 
luch dawl« be \v Uhdrawn ; and that for the fu- 
ture the dawks of the nizamut be, allowed only in 
the crofs roads, where they may be neCclTary for 
preferving the inland communication open. As this 
is not tVie time for multiplying the iffues from oUr 
treafury, wc ivould not willingly introduce the in- 
novation you propofc in the payment of the dawks, 

unkls 
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lintefs vt be clearly demonftrated, that no regular 
- tions or examples can prevent thsprefent mode of 
paying them from continuing a lerious grievance 
to the country. 

Other charges in the acecounf, we deem you 
could curtail, as far as lliall appear to you prudent 
and proper. 

We are, fir, 

Fort-William, Your moft obedient, 

June 9.h, .770. Humble fervant.-; 

At a felcdt committee, Sept. X5th, 1770. 

Piefent. 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq. prefident, 5 :c. 

7 *• Hod. Sir, and Sirs, - 

I' have been favoured with your orders on 
thclubjeft of the extra collc^ion in the Bahar pro- 
vince, and fhall pay due attention to them } tho 
nizamut dawks arc already ordered to be with- 
drawn, except from fuch places where no others 
arcftaiioncd, and thefe arc found ncceflaryto pre- 
fervo a communication with the interior parts of 
the country. From cnquiiy into ihc metlts of the 
claim of Ahmed Yar Cawn to the penCon of i ,500 
rupees yier month, I can only learn, that he is a man 
of foine dlHinftion, whofe houfe and family am 
plundered 
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plundered by Jaffier AllyCawn, and that this 'al- 
lowance was {eitled for him by lord Clive. \ ' 

I ara> with the greateft refpe£t, 

^ Hon. Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, ^ 


Patna, 

Aug. la, 1770. 


Humble fervanr, ■ 

Xames Alexander.” 


Fort-William, April ad, 177 1« 

Ac a committee of revenue. 

' - Prefent. 

The hon.^John Cartier, Efq, &c. ^ 

Exiraft of a letter from the revenue council at 
Muriliadabad, to the governor and council, 
dated the 15th of April, 1771. ^ 

“ Ws herewith'tranfmic you a reprefentatlon laid 
before us by the naib’ Duan, on the of your 

commands of the 18th ult. 

The naib Duanes fentimcnts regarding the con- 
ductions propofsd in thebahaby HheLiuts. 

"With refpefl to' the directions which the gen- 
tlemen of the council of Calcuitn, in confequence 
of orders received from the honourable the court 
of diredlofs, have tranfmitted to you, for reducing 
the expence of the Ithelauts given at the pooneah 
to Englifli gentlemen, to the officers of nizamuc 
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and duannce, the.z4mindars, and other inhabiunts of 
the country, and their determinations fubfcqucntl/ 
pointed out. It is neceffary that I Ibould remark, 
that the ceremony of the pooncah has been efta- 
bllHied for a long ferics of time, ‘ If their direc- 
tions, with regard to the prefident, the chief here, 
fwho is fccond of their board) and tlie gentlemen 
of the council of* Calcutta and Murlhadabad. and 
earned into citecution, the lihehuts, which arc 
meant to augment their name and dignity, will 
only tend to render them inconfidcrable. 

As to the zemindars and talookdais, the khc- 
lauts may be faid to be a renewal of their fuhnuds, 
and a confirmation of their appointments ; and to 
the officers of the nizamut they are an honorary 
diftindtion ; it has, therefore, for a long fuccclTion 
of years been cudomary for the nazim, on the pare 
of the king, to Inveft with khelauts the dewan, the 
agents of the dewan, and hUosvnofficers, and only 
fuch were accepted as were difnulTcd and recalled, 
and this ceremony has been long preferved. Lafi: 
year it was reduced as low as poffible, and 1 cxert- 
edmy endeavours, that nopartofthisexpencemighc 
be left unretrenched. ' Although the further faring 
by the regulation which is now laid down, is not 
an objedk of ad,v^anrage or profit, yet if any rc- 
duaion is made in the khelauts, it will be divul- 
ged to the world, and refleft diferedit to all -who 
receive them, whether Englilh gentlemen, or offi- 
cers of the nizamut, or dcwaniiee j and if the offi- 
cers of the'nazim did not receive them, it will 
fpread through the whole world that the nizamut is 
totally a^lilhed ; and in like manner with refpedt 
to me, if I do not receive them myfelf, it is no 

matter. 
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anO that the nazitn of the country, agfccable to 
thsancientcuftom, m behalf of his nnjLlly, yearly 
invefted tlicfeveral officers, &.C, with kbclauts ac- 
cordmg to their rcfpeftivc nations ‘ 

By this mode the ancient cuftom will be kept 
up, and their rank and dignity preferved ^ I have 
reprefented what appears to me raoft eligible , as 
for the reft you arc the judges ^ 

rott'Wftlum,May 30, tyyt* 

■’ At a committee of revenue 

Prefent. 

The hoti John Cartier, Efq &c, 

Extraft of a letter from the council of revenue at 
Murlhadabad, dated May 23, 1771, tothe go- 
vernor and council at Bengal 

“ We are Carry to find that our letter of the 
ifi'tb of March, accompanied by thenaibDuans 
op nion regarding the rrahhute, has not given you 
full facicfadion on that fubjedt With refpedb to 
the cftablilhment ol the cclfcs at the fudder, the 
naib Duan has plainly exprefled that the expences 
wercof a nature not proper to be entered into the 
treafury account, and therefore a ftparate fund 
was created, from whence they have been defrayed 
This fund, however, extended no farther than the 
agreements with the zemindars, who confented to 
turnifn this aid to government out of their then 
cftablilhed revenue, without impofing any treffi 
taxon that account upon the ryotts This led us 
to fay, that it was a confolidaicd revenue in the 

moffufilj 
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moffufiL \Ve (houM rather have Taid, that the 
baha,' khelaut, &c, vm (as far as we arc yet in- 
formed) no nioffufil tax ataU, but a tax upon the 
zemindars, payable out of iheir ftandard revenues 
before It commented. The incrcafc of the 

expcnce of Baha, Chelaut, &c. took place with the 
ccflion of the dewannee to the company* and you 
are not unacquainted, that the zcmtndars have fo 
inadequate!) performed their engagements, as lo'‘ 
leave a balance due at the end of the Bengal year 
1176 account, revenue, and mahhuce, of no lefs 
than fixiy lacks of rupees, inflead ofthofeof any 
utility or benefit arifing to government from the 
eftablifttment of this tax, it appears to us, 10 have 
furnjihed pleas for balances in the collc^ions of 
both branches, and that what has been carried to 
the credit of the mahhute.bss been a manifeft cur- 
tailment of the collcftions of the bundebulh, or re- 
venue. From this rcalonmg and' explanation, it^ 
is plain, that the balance due to the mcichants for^ • 
the coft of khclauts, &c. mud ullimatcly be dif-‘ 
burfed from the treifury, as five times the amount 
of the mahhutc fixed for hft year will remain ‘on 
balance on the bundcbufii. However, if it is your 
pleafure, the Turn of 350,000 rupees fiiall be 
transferred from the heac: of*thc revenues to the' 
head of the mahhiue, and the merchants balances, 
as well as the pooneah and pulfitcbundy expences, 
wrote off under the latter. 
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Exiraflr 



■ixtrafty oLitile. Bengal 

TiW’ 

■' ' “ " "iJord'Ciivci prefi'clerit/'‘&cy •■';-!im! 

I;^,'rhe-.nght.’/li9n,‘i‘tjic’prfndcn^ 
committee, a letter ^om Mah'ommed.Reza^Cawn 
wh’ere/n 'lif i^eprerents the manifold Incbnjvenlehccs - 
rcfuitjpgiiQ public bufinefs,, arid the' great bbftruc- 

tio;i^ar)fing\tb the-'colje'aiba pf tliWevf^m^ 

alJoVing'ihe geptJcmm’of!tHe'fafton^s'bf’p,ecca 
Luckypbff to' mterfcrV/n.ibc’^ffai,r^|of govern^^ 
incnc}; ‘arid ■requefts,"' in fmurcjrieiiher'ihcyj' nor^ 
their depeudants, be foffered td'liold 'farms,' lend 
moncy.to thc;2ctpindar8, nor meddle in any refpeft. 
whatever with' ihecoontry goVer/jmenr. And the ■ 
commiitcetakinginiocoqfidcration the great imory. 

‘ that t|iuft-neceflarily!jirifc|tb jthc company, .Korn 
any rtep of ifnpridim'cnt'to the collcftion ot the re- 
venues, whereof they are,^nQ^y, fmcf,the royal grant 
ofihc'dewannc’e, a'nd'ihcdatVagiecmenc with the, 
nabob,, bqth.tljc jColle^oK an^ proprietors. ^ ^ 
RefoI'vVd, T'ridt'pofitivc ordwsbe lirucirto the 
chiefs of fubordinates,'®od~cotTimanding officers of 
b/igiffiu, ’pr^ohibitmg tb?m j from^jlcndinc^moncy 
tp the zp^imiar‘s'‘qV other fervantsprthe govern-" 
ni«rit»,ori the.* fc,curjty "of land's, by, Jeafe or' rriori- 
gage, ant} ajip from.’CTcritng'a'ny degfyc^p^ihllu-. 
cjice.in* the appointment' to the public'offices',^ or 
• otherwife interfering^’ dirc^lyr'or j'ndirciRlyf with 
Wweff of governmoift bn'pairt o/' tdfpch\ 

Kc: 
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' Kcfolved, That the above orders be /ent by the- 
chiefs. of fubordinateSy and commanding officers 

of tHe'brIgadesi‘,tol'iKeTev^fifal 'gentlemen, ’^ and 

others aftlog under them* in^infenor ftafions, ' who 
arc in Ukc manner prohibited ^rom'Icnding money, ■ 
holding lands, iincler'tlie fame pains and pe-i . 
naltics. ' _ t, .i -/ - • 

•. Refolyed, .That we.enjoin the, chiefs and feveral 
agents at the’. fubofdinatcs fcttlemehtS’ to *cdhfine 
tHchire1ycVrtn£t,ly tbthe bufihe^^^ bfthc cqnlpariy’s\ 
trade^’,and'thcir' pwnj ahd’Aat,‘iH'e''n6ccfrary;^ro 
rrefppndencc,( ohthisaccqunt,' be;,'carricd:<bn'’ by 
the. chief only,' wlio'lhall' Jay' his' doun^ry- corfef-' 
pondcnceonc^. every' month'' before - Kls' .couheili' 
and^irandT^it the fame'every fixyniontH^' at' Icall,- to 
the gbverhmeht and council, '• 

;,=■ • jv,: > -h/t 

-jiii . ... 

/: ' ’ 

TlieVigKt hon'. lord' Clive, ‘pfefi'denr,' &c. ■ ^ ’ 

O' j.^Ji ^r.:: 
Jr/vl.-j.l'A I’ n aP • -.1 ’ ’ -r'. vi, ^.-v . 

At a fclcftcommiteel ’ ' (-r'' 

■,.j.From "Mahoiniped' Rc 2 a^ Cawn^ received 

There. are', many ' perfbds-V'whoy' witli' tlic‘pret' 
foncq of debts being due to thcm'.'.-makih^' ufo 'of 
the ' the fadtory’,'^ dift’urb' cKe zemindars 

.h^d^.didri^s; of the chuila^ of' JeiiahgeerV',.'Nug- 
_£^/s ati^ fending pbens to"{eize' pe6p1e,' obftVudt ’ 
the revenues 'of 'jhe ficaiy/'-THe'^piifticulars arc 
very long,, but- 1' briefly “mcntlohed thematter' to 
, - . " ■ * ‘ . you 
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atMootagyl. Moreover, (everal cvafive zemin- 
dars and talookdars, borrow mori2>orleJS from the 
dependants ol’ the faftones, and when iheir rents 
arc oemanded from thenw go and Ihelter them- 
felves jindcf their proicdtion, foasto bgiout of the 
power of iheaomds With the pretences of debts 
being due front ihemi they carry thetr i creditors 
ini9 iheir diftridtsjjand embezzle the rpvepueSiJ lb 
that the money of the fjrcat. remains unpaid , and 
fpreading about reports that nunibers o£ villages 
are rented to the dependants of thc-fadtorj, they 
ptacitcc \dlaino\is tucks, j I- acccrdvngly tre- 
ceive,from the auntils frequent complaints of 
their proceedings. As I do not conceive that 
the miectuptions of the revenues of tht< fircar 
can be put a flop to, without removing thefe 
pretences, I hope you trill be kind enough to 
tQthc gcudeaicaof the faitones of Jahan- 
gC€r,*Nugger, and Lucky pore, Src. tnatnoncof 
the dependants of the faftory muft lend monej' tb 
the 7^pin<^ars, &c uathouc the knowlcdge.of the 
avimil, nor bold an) firms, nor interfere with tjie 
aftsus pf the country, nor fend any people into 
the diftricls, and make a difturbancc and, that 
whatfoever demands they hitc upon the zemin- 
dars, fi^c. they tnuft hy tlie account^ thereof 
before JafTaruc* C-ium, the naib at Jahangecr 
Nugger, that he Inay oblige the zemindars to pay 
whatever IS juft. 

* 

I 

, -V 

'At 
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_I1 Ata fdea.committceiDsc. 30, 176^. ■’ 

3 1 I > > > ‘ 

1 !i u Prefcnt. ‘ -• 

3 nTha right hon. lord Chile, prefident, &c. 

Vd ( * . 

V Thefeledt committee having onthc fifth dav or 
Odober,Ji765> iducd orders th it no companv’s 
fervaots, the r dependints, or other Bntifh fob-’ 
jedts, flipuld knd monc> upon leatc, mortgage, or 
o«.hwnvilc,tothc2Cinindirs ind cmccrs of the go- 
vernment, without content ot Ivlibommed Reza 
Cawtt, fhc other mvmftcrs , uud advice bein^ 
received that this order has been tranTgrelfcd, w 
the great detriment of the collections . 

RefoUed, _TIiar we now enforce the above or- 
der, that no money ijull m future be lent, except 
oiLreipondentta, upon any pretence whatever, aca 
higher intefcLl than twelve per ccnt» per annum , 
thatalUuntsofimonci outllandmg at a higUef 
premium, Ihall be recalled on thir nth da) of 
April ne:vt and that we wntt the folio ring let- 
ter to the chiets of all the lubordmatcs taCtorn-s, 
and the lefidents at Butdwan and MidnaporC. ^ 

j , fj « 7 < lU » V f 2. 

^ To J. Cartier, E''«j chief at Decca. ^ ‘ 

) . 7 . 1 ; 

iL. “ Sir, i lo i I 

/ L f 

On the fifth of O-ftober, 1765, the feleS: 
committtee ilTucd orders, that no civd or military 
fcp ant of the company, their bai vans, or depen- 
dants, &c. lliould, after that date, lend money 
upon lea^e, mortgage, or otherwife, to the zemin- 
dars. 



I Ii3 3 

dars, or other officers of govtraiiicnt, without 
the knowledge and coofent of Mahommcd^Rcza 
Cawn, and the mmiftcrs. 

It IS with concern we no\v underhand, ’that 
this order hxs been difrcgirdcd, tothegreatpryu 
(lice of the revenue, and injurj of the company , 
we therefore direQr, that >ou will make finften- 
qmrj who are the tranfgrcflbrs, and tranfmi^to us 
the names of all fuchas ha\clent out money witii 
out obtaining the approbation of the raimftcrs, apd^ 
contrary to the injundlions of the fcleft committee. 
Ac the fame time, jt )S our pofitivc rcfolution, 
thathcncefonvatd noBniifli fubjcdls in, or out of 
the company’s fcrvicc, or tbeir dependants, fholl 
lend money, uolefs upon refpondcntia, at a higher 
rate of mtcrell than twelve per cent, per annum , 
and that fuch fums of moncyas has beep Icncat 
a higher mtered, Ihall be recalled on the izth 
day of April next, on pain of immediate djfmir- 
fion, and forfeiture of the company’s protcdion , 
of which cefolution, wcdireft you will make pubji,, 
pation in due form, taking the moft effectual Aeps 
to fee it flridUy obeyed, j Ij i ' 

* ^ „ f / (j t 

vYoarc, Sir, ^ 

-> • \ 

30. Yoqr humble fervams.’^ \ 

c 1766. < ] 
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Copy of the 501I1 Paragraph of the general Letter 
•^to Bengal, dated the a3d of ^^arch, ^ 759 * 

f j 

^ You did very right: m forbidding Europeans 
holdingthe farms of any lands, towns, or villages, 
\/ithout the company’s boundaries, nor! do we 
much^approvc ot it within our own juiifdi^tion » 
however, 'as it foretimes may pcfTibly prove of 
public advantage to have mortitd men, not in^ 
purfervice, to be competitois, we do not lay you 
under reftridtions as luch perfons , but wc abfo 
lately and pofitively forbid our covenant fcitinis 
holdipg any lands, towns, or villages, diredlly 
or tndiredfly, either wuhm or without our junl-^ 
diQ:ioD',* or be intcrefted in any contradts with the 
conapany 5 for fuch ihall afluredly forfeit our fer- 
vice*'^our reafons for thisreftramt mulV be fo ob- 
vious, that an explanation is unnecelTary. Wc are 
funher to remark, that the late troubles at Tiih- 
ch^rrj^*^ which proved almoft fatal to that fettle^ 
mentij took^ rife from^ a difputc with our lingmlt 
and^lhe prince of that country, relative to hnds, 
he, the Unguift, held at Mount Dilly , therefore 
Ihould any of the natives or inhabitants who held 
polls in Calcutta, or under our protection, ; ofiels 
terruoties without our bmils, they are, m all dif- 
ferences wh^ch'niay drife^with refpedt to fuch pro* 
petty, to fettle them as Indians, but under no 
fanfl:ioir as fubjefls to the company , for it is our 
pofiave direflion, that the affairs of fuch perfons 
Ih^ll not embarrafs or mvohc ours. ’ 


Ex ra^h 
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Extra£loFa general Letter of the Court of Direc- 
tors, to rort-WiIiiam, dated 13 March, *761. 

A judicious managemeni and improvement of 
our new acquired lands \vc mufb ftrongly recom- 
mend to your moll ferrous confiderauon, iris a 
ver/extenfive objeft, great Circumfiutlionj vi 
gilance, affiduuy, and integrity, muft b* c^er- 
Cifed, or we may fulT-r very heavily, either 
through negledt or mirco’'duilt Peruft our fen- 
timents upon this fubjeft, in our letter of the id 
6t April, 1760, and compare ihem with the rules 
and regulations Utd down before our 'faH letter 
reached Brn^^al , neither can it be m any degree 
p rle£l^ they may feivcasoutlmcs to a plan vhich 
oblervation and experience may alter and amend 
for out benefit We therefore now reioke all Te-* 
ftnfiiors, and if you are perfectly fatisfitfd, that 
no ill con/enicBces can anfe from our ferianis 
farming any part, we fhall not object to it , bur, 
then, affjgp yourreafons for our obicrvahbn The 
divifion of thofc lands into fmgle lot', ind felling' 
them at public auction, m the prefenCe of the go-^ 
vernor and council, are recommcndable and juJi 
cious Heps could they hereafter be farmed out in 
fnuUer lots, our revenue*, wc apprehend, would 
be grcail) encrcafed ’ ^ 

■* I i r 


Extraft 
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Extract of the jCompanj’s Letter to the Se[e£h 
Comtnictce at Beng-^U da.ccd the. 17th of May, 
1766. 

“ We hav^ oa a forraec occa^n, in our let- 
ter of thu 13th of Match, i76i» paragraph j;?:, 
petmitied our Icrvanis to hid it the public falc 06 
the. Cilcuita lands , but \vc could oct conceive 
Inch an indulgence could cyqr conrtrued to ad- 
mu fen ants cmployi-d m the collc&ion of the revs-' 
nu?s of 1 pcovmw^^ to reUfl:out the moft profita- 
ble hnd« tor ihfimj Iws, % luch js the hghp 10 
w 1 ich this cranfii^op appeals to us and it is one 
iiKtc ftril.ino: proof of the general corruj^tion u^ith 
whi<;h all ranks w<?r6 tainted, and ofjthe ill ufe tine 
has been ande of every indulgence We dircdtx 
fitjftfcruitny into this afiair, and if it prov cs trus,i 
ihatjou will make a proper example of the offen- 
ders, by difmiinng th*m our fervice^ 
Thiotranfaftion convinces os of the fieceffity of 
Hiutting t^e door> to abufes., and wc therefore po-' 
luivt^ly order, that no covenanted fsrvant, oe 
LnghCliman redding under our protedticn, (ball 
be futTered to hold hnd for his Q\ n account, 
dircftlyor mdircill) , in his own nanc, 0- that of 
others, or to b- toncciiiL 1 in any farms or reve- 
nues vvhaifocver. 

The commuicc of fcercc) finding in the dif- 
patchvs lately received by the court of directors 
ftonM.havtttviv\tntand conned at ron-William, in 
Bengal, fcveral important matters rcfpeifting the 
revenue of Bengal and Bahar, whuh appears to 
ihem higlilj wor'h) the atcention of ilu HouL in 
IV J'p jfjg 
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the pc/'fctit junctuiSj^thcy thwkvt3thctr4ut^ ^ 

pare iht- fame io. rhcifJoufey/ifnaddinortl>AQ 
report they have already nude Lbnderning/thfid'e-’^J 
venues of ihofe pro\ iRCU jI s o ' >{03 h u 
~ And youn committee find, icI\iLthc{ courtiofidif 
redtofti havjng, by their letter to ihdprfclid&'io 3nd i 
council at Hort-William, datcAthe xB.tH of At•guft,^ 
L/pi, fignified theifldeternimation CO jland^lordij 
a&~duan, and by the agi-ncy ofthw compaoy’sjfer-r 
v3nis,Hto take upon themlUves the citutecice'^tiDdl 
managementlof the revenues » and haying;'*; there- j 
tore, authonled and require! thp prefideno intlj 
council to dwell Mahomcvl Kcza Cawn/ and every’' 
p'erfon employed by him, 1 or in conjundlion withi 
him^j or a&mg under his inrtuCnce, of any further'’ 
charge or dtredtton tn the bufinefs of the. epUce > 
tIonsF and having exprefled their conndcpcCj 
the pfefident and council lU the office of duani 
would adopt fuch regulations, i and purfuar fijcul 
incafures, asffiould nr once infurc’toihccotnp'Uiy- 
ev cry poffible ad\ aiuage, and free the ryotts froim 
the opprefllons-5 of zenundari and petty tvrarus, 
under Wnicli they h-ive been fulfcrcd to nimaini,! 
and'^hiv ing direfted them at the fame time to fubb 
llitutc, in c e place of Mahomed Rera Civrn,ja) 
mimftcr to tranfaft political affairs at the fipca, and}- 
to feledl for that purpofc foire perfonsnveU qualt-*' 
fied for the affairs of government,') and of ^viiofei 
attachment to the company^? mtereft „ they are 
well affured, and to recommend him: to the nabobs 
and to fucceed Mahomed Rc^aCaivnlis nunifftr' 
of tho government,^ and guardian ofj tjie iinbab^ 
minority , and to niaKclnm an annual aUpwriotK* 
ro' exceeding thfcc lacks. bfirupces. ^ TIiC prefn 

dent 
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dcnt^niicounciiitoofc tUc faid order into confidera- 
tiotiV aAd hav^ removed MahomedRezaCawn froml 
the'ofJide^fi-naib doan for the province of 'Bengal^i 
andShitabroy from the fame office for the province^ 
ofiBahar^und iflued,at the fame time, a p’-oclama- 
tibn acMurihadabad'andat Patna^jadyertifing the 
remo^ar of thofe officers^ and fat the abolition of 
thc’office^of'naib iduaa of ithaf'provmccsi,^ and 
theydircaed the chief and council ot revenudat 
Murlhadabad, and the chief '\nd council at Patna, 
torake charge,! fora the tprefuitj of th« office of 
duan ofrlicintefpb^tive pro\irices, ’until a proper 
plancouldbo fettled for the management of that 
important burmefsp and rtbey^b^vc appointed 
J^Iam^Rcg;unl5^ rebft of the- late< nabob Jaliiat Alyi 
CawD,j guardian 'of the nabob,' and Raja Goor- 
daffi, the foa.t)6MaUarauh Kuncomar,^duin of 
the nabob’s fioufehold, a)lo ving tP the faid Manu 
Bcgiini" a faJafyiof 140,000 rupees peip annum; 
and ftacth<r faiilRaja Goordafs, for hinjfelf an^ 
officers; 100,000 rupees per annum, ,1 5 

••And 1 your comimitce find, that thq prefident 
have,, m confeuuence of the* before mentioned or^ 
ders, madcrf.vcT3lj:egul3Uons for the future ma- 
nagement of the re yenu*.?; and of|the khalfa, or 
fuperior, lofnce oft revenue, wji'ch regulations arc; 
conrainnim anextradbof Oiegencralletter from 
the prefident and i council itj the revenue depart— 
ment^ the 3 d of November, 1771, a^d in tlje 
confultatiops of the commutee of revenue at; ^ort / 
William, of dicH4th and z8tU of May, 177"^, 
and (o the proceedings of thecommittee^of cirqui^ 
cf the aStk of Juljr, and 20th of Aggud, 
on forming a plan for conductmc the bufmejs ot 
^ ’ the 
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the klnlfj , which feteraj paper? >our coipntiltre 
have thought rroper to lay before the Hoiife in 
this reporc, ana are as follows, viz. 

To the Honourable Court of Dircftots. 

“ Hon. SifSj j j ^ 

“ In ouradJ.cfs by the Colebrook, tjated the 
13th of April latt, we acquainted you with the 
flateof your revenues Uengal ,0 that period, 
fiiicc which we lave clofcl the account of the neat 
fettlements red collcdtons for the lall Bengal 

i^ha^he toMl™ “ “b'erve, 

written off dedui5tio[)s' 

triafurv Mornwdabad 

aCa^'eT ftecatupecs 

aaV ' ■'V-«'S"K'S 

ImLIZ T " Bengal 

vrf .hflaft veae U 'r.r?' 'K= 

vourafale fucceft « have Let wt^h ^rAe'coUcatln 

;/vvs=;.ahttr-* 

now the honour of tnclo&g '- 

/ pba 
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pUn propofed by our prefideut and members of the 
commutea of circiilt'acCpflimbuzar, for removing 
the feat of the revenue buiinefs to the prcfidency, 

;?nd for putting this imporunt branch of your af~ 
fairs* under the immediate management of your 
governor and council j in confequence of , which 
we formed outfclves into a board of revenue the 
i^ih ult. fii^ce thai^timcjall ^affairs rcfpcdting* the 
"colledtions; or internal government, of ilie prp- 
vinc«',' have been ‘confined folely, to this deparr- 
'menf; and'w'e ihall,hcncctorlh addrefs you iepa- 
fai'elv upon all maitets which come under ‘thefe 
'head^, ^ * ' 

’’In prdcVto give you a,cliflin(ft idea of i[iis ;fyb- 
and to make it the, more copiplele, \vc ihall 
‘begin by recapitulating the moil important, mca- 
^fures’ that have been.lajdy .talten^ and of ,wmch 
’VQU^lfavfl' been .in ■'patt advifed in^our fotmec 

nVtmr's.’ >k , . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

111 our letter by tjic Nottingham, '“you were^n- ^ 
formed of our intention of letting the lands 
throughout the provinces in firms upon long and 
w^l-jegulated leafcsT^and we are happy to re- 
flet;’, that^fuchV material ant! principal mode o£ 
conducting the collections, diould co-Incidc fo ’ 
entirely with your fentiments and orders on the 
fubjeCt. After the.moft ferious and nucure deli- 
berations oh this point, \ve determined, in our 
proceedings of the committee of revenue, of the 
14 th of May, to ednblini apian for fettling the 
feveral 'diftricls upon this footing, and for the 
future government of your collections. This bc- 
mg the conditutional ground-work of all our fub- 
feiiuent mcafurcs;' and of the fyltem which we 

have 


’ |lt 'was nacuralty'tp'be that' the dimrnuS 

fibns'*b'f"tha WvVnue'lhbtildJ have kep>c’'^an equal, 
pace'witK' the" oth€r'’cbnrcquehces of fu g,reat.-a-c^* 
hmltyVihat ir did nptpwas^owm^' to'< Us/’ being - 
vlolViidy ttpt up, to' iii' former^ ^n'dard *To’ ^at- 
Vljr^ain'dir theniedns; by' which/ this ^waV-effea^j 
wilVnoi beVaiy’.j'Ht 'is'dilEcOlt to trace -the prol 
^Ycfs^ of f the ’ 'coire^ibrisV* through: 'ail ''iri/'iutricate 
channels^/'o^'cven'lb' cotnpjehend' aU’thc'articlea 
V^iclt'comp'dfe'^the revenue ih ’its firl^ ^^operatibhh 
One tax; howcvcr/^'t^c 'will Endeavour* to>dcrcribb;' 
as it may ferve tb'acco'unf'for the^qualityiwhich 
has been preferved Jn. the paft colledtions, and to 
which it has principally contributed. It is called 
caja, and is an alTciuncnt upon the adhual inhabi-r. 
lants pfevecy inferior .divlGon of the lands, to make- 
up' the lofs fuftamed in the. rents of their neigh- 
bours. 



■f ] 

bouts, who arc cltKcr dead, or have fled the'couo- 
try. This tax, though equally impolitic in its 
inftitution, and oppteflivc in the mode of ex- 
ndking it, was authorifed by the ancient and ge-' 
neral ufage of the country. It had not the fanc- 
ticn of ^ government, but took place as a mat- 
ter of courle. In ordinary cafts, and while 
the lands were in a ftate of cultivation, it -was 
fcarcely felt, and never, or rarely complained of. 
However irreconcileable to ftriQrjuftice, it afford- 
ed a reparation to the ftate for occafional deficien- 
cies j it was a kind of fecuricy againft defertions, 
by making the inhabitants thus mutually refpon- 
fiblc for each 'other, and precluded the inferior 
collector from availing himfclf of the pretext of 
waftc or deferted lands, to vvith-hold any part of 
his colleaions.' But ihc fame prafticc, which at 
another time, and under different circumftanccs, 
vvouldhavebcen beneficial, bccaufe, at this period, 
an infupportable burthen- upon the inhabitants, 
The rax not being levied by any fixed rate, or 
ftandard, fell hcavicft upon the wretched furvl; 
Yors' of thofe villages which had fuffered the 
greateft: depopulation, and of courfe the moft en- 
titled to the lenity bf government. It had alfo 
this additional evil attending it, m common' with 
every other variation from the regular pradlicc, 
that it afforded an opportunity to the farmers and 
Ihicdais to levy other contributions on the people 
upon colburof it; and even to iucreafe tnis to 
vviiatevcr magnitude they pleafcd, finccthey were 
in courfe, thejudges of the lofs fuftained, and of 
the proportion which the inlubitants were to pay^ 
to lepUctt it. “ * " 
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Complaints againil ^his grievance v-cre univcr- 
lal throughout the proYincc, and ic was to be 
feared, that the- cqiiFmaaace of it would be (a 
great a check, to the mduftrj ot the people, j^sto 
impovcnfti the revenue iti the bft degree, when 
their former favings, by which it was lupporccd, 
w ere gone* t 

Though fevcn > c'\rs had ehpfed fince the com* 
pany became po^lfed of the dewannee, ) cc no re- 
gular procefs had ever beert formed for conduct- 
ing the bufinefs of the revenue. Every rcmindar 
and. ualoW vyns left to its own particular cuftoms. 
'yhefe, indeed, were not inviolably adhered to, 
thenovcltj of the bufincfs to thofe who were ap- 
pointed to lupcrintcnd It, the chicincry of the, 
people whom they were ohhgcil to employ as their 
agents, the accidental exigencies ot each dillnft, 
and HOC uufrequently the juft difeernment ot the 
c9lleCtor, occafioned many charges Every charge 
added to, the confufiou which involved the- whole, 
and few were either aiiihonfed,) or known by the 
pfcfiding members of the government,' The ar- 
ticles which coropofe the revenue, the form of 
peeping accounts, the computation of time, even 
the tcchiiicaL terms, which ever form the greateft 
part of the obfciiniy. of every fcicnpc, ibfiercd as 
much as the foil and the produdtnns of the pro- 
vine^ This confufion had its origin m the nacurq 
of the former government The nazin,.> exacted 
what the) could from the zcmihdars, and greit 
farmers of the revenue, whom tlicy left at Jibtrpy 
tp plunder all below, referving to thcnifcivcs tlie 
pierogative of plundering, them in their turn, 
when tliey were fuppofbd to have enriched tiicm- 
VoL, IV. Gg felvw 
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fclveswUhrKe fpoUs of the country. The mut. 
tcfeddccs who ftooci between the nazim and the 
zemindars, or betneen them and the people, 
had each their rcrpcAivc Hiarcs of the public 
wealth. Thefe profits \jkere confidcred as illegal 
embezzlements, and therefore were taken with 
every caution which could infure fecrecy; and 
being confcqucntly fixed by no rule, dependant 
on the temper, abilities, or power, of each indi- 
vidual, for the amount. It therefore became a 
duty to every man to take the moft cficdtual raca-t 
fures to conceal the value of his property, and 
elude enquiry into his coaduch, while the zemin-. 
dars and other land-holders, who had the advan- 
tage of long podeffiotts, availed thctnfclvcs of it 
by complex diviiions of the lands, and intricate, 
mode's ofiollcdtion, to perplex the officers of the 
government, and confine the knowledge of the 
rents to themfeivcs. It will be cafily jmagne'd, 
that much of tlic current wealth flopped tn its 
way loihc public ticafory. 

It is rather foreign from the purpofe of this cx- 
pofition,buttoDaj)|>ofircnot to be rem’'rked, that 
\t\vas fortunate fucH a fyftcm did prevail, fmee the 
cjnbezzkmenls which itcoveied prefervedthe cur- 
rent fpccie of the country, and rerurned ic into 
circulation, while a great part of the wealth re- 
ceived by the government, was expended in the 
country, and but a fmal] fuperfluicy remained for 
remittances to the court of Delhy, where it was 
lofl foe e\ cr to this province. 

^ To the original defedls inherent in the conflitu- 
tion of thefe provinces, were added the unequal 

' upd unfcttled gq-vernment of them, Sjnee they 



became our property, a ‘part*of the- lands \vhic& 
were before in oUr polTclEoiii ftich as Burdwau, 
Midnaporc, and Chittagong, continued fubjeft 
to the authority of their chiefs, who wcrcTmme- . 
diaieiy adco'untable to the prefidcncy. The twen- 
ty-four pergunnahs granted by the treaty of 
Phlic}’, to' the company, were theirs on a difte- 
rent tenure, being their immediate property by 
the c'cdufion of the zemindars, or hereditary pro- 
prietors i their rents were received by agents ap- 
pojntcd to each pergunnab, and remitted to the 
collector, who idided in Calcutta ; the reft of 
the province was f<jr fomc time entyuded to tho 
joint charge of the naib Duan, and refidcnt of the 
durbar, and afterwards to the council of revenue ac. 
h’furftiadabad, and to the fupervifors who were 
accountable c6 that coUnciK The adminiftration 
itielf was totally excluded from a concern hi this 
branch of the revenue. , ' ^ ' 

The internal arrangement of cich didflcfc va- 
ried no kfs than that of the whole province. 

The lands fubject to the iamc coilcdtor>, and 
intermixed with each other, were fome held by 
farm, fomc ruperinteded by fblcdars, or agents 
on the part of the col!e«5tor, and fomc left to the 
zemindars or talookdars theinfcii cs, under \ arious > 
degrees of controul. “The firft were racked with- 
out mercy, bccaufc theJealesucrebutof a year's 
Handing, and the farmer had no intercll: or cheek 
rorcHraiu bun from cxndling more rhan the land 
could bear; the fecond were equally drained, 
and their rents cmljezzlcd, as It was not poffibic 
for the collcftor, with the gr^aicll: degree ot aircp- 
ilon on his part, to deleft, or prevent it j the lac- 
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ter, it may be fuppofed, were not excepted from 
tbe general corruption > ifihcy were/ the other 
lands which lay near them would fufferby the mi- 
gration of their inhabitants, who would naturally, 
leek refuge front oppreffion in a milder, and more 
equitable governmenr. i ^ ' 

The adnnniilration ofjullice hasfo intimated a 
connexion witlithe revenue, that we cannot omit 
the mention of it, while we are treating of this 
fubjedk in a gener.il view, although we have al- 
ready given our fentiments upon it at large in 
’ another place, to which we lhall beg leave “to 
refer. 

TJie fecurity ofi private property is the greateft 
encouragement to Indurtry, on .which the wealth 
of every ftace depends. Tlic limitation of the 
powers annexed to the magiftracy, the foppreflioii 
ofevery ufurpation of them by private authority, 
and the facilitating of the accefs to juftice, were, 
the only means by which fuch a fecurity would 
be obtained.. But this was impofliblc under the 
circumHances which had hitherto prc^’ailed. 
While the nizatuut and the dewannee were in dit- 
ferent hands, and all the. rights of the former 
were admitted, the courts of juRicc, which were 
the foie province of the nazim, though conftituted 
for the general relief of thp fubjeas, could receive, 
no information. The court a‘nd officers of the nlra- 
mut were continued, bbc its cfr.cacy ues de^ 
llroycd by the ruling influence of the dewannee. 
f he regular courfc ot juftice was every wherefuf- 
ptneied, but every man cxcrcifed it, who had the 
poaer ot compelling others to fubmic to his de- 
emons. The people were opprefled, they were 
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(lifcouraged.^-and difatle'd from improving tho 
ciilturs of their lands,* and in^ptoportion- as -they 
had, their demands of individuals to .gratify, they 
•jv’eVe prevented from difeharging what was legally 
due to government. ' ^ » 

Such was the ttace of the revenue when syour 
commands were recjsVved by the Lapwing, and 
Kappilyicmoved the difficulties which had hithet^ 
to oppofed the introduction of a more- perfect 
, f>ftem, by aboHlhtng the office of naib duan, and 
authorifing’your adminiftration to affunac bpenly 
tlie manaeement of dewannee in your name, v\ith- 
' out any mreign intervention. 

" In the execution of thefe your, intentions, the 
points’which .claimed our principle attention, as, 
will appear by the above’ defeription, were, to 
render the accounts' of the revenue ..fimple and 
intelligible, to eftabllffi fixed rules for the collec- t 
tions, to niake the mode of them uniform m all ? 
parts of the province, and to provide for an equal 
adminiftration of juflicc. Jn che-llcpa we have 
already taken, ivc have laboured attain thefc 
cods ; with v.hat fucccfswill be feen hereafter.. 

The regulations tyhicli we have before men- 
tioned being completed, and the committee of 
circuit appointed, confining of the governor, 
Mcfiicurs Middleton, pacrcs, LawrclJ, and Gtra- 
ham, %ve publlllied our intentions of farming all 
'the lands of the province of Bengal ]n leafcs of 
live years, 'and invited all perfons to make pro- 
pofals. * 

The committee firft proceeded to Kilhcnnagur, 
and there entered on the ictilement of the diftndts 
ofNuildca. Thcpropolals which^were there ce- - 

iivered 
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Hvercd to them were expeef^ in (a vague an<( 
uncertaiu a manner, and differed To widely from 
one another in form, that it was impoffiblc* to 
make a^comparifon, or to afeertain the propor- 
tionable amount of each, and the few only that 
were Intelligible, contained very low and difad« 
\antageous terms. The committee were there- 
fore of opinion, that thofe offers fhould be re- 
jedted, and that the lands Ihoula be put up at 
public auction, though contrary to the original 
intention. To remove all obftacics that might 
prefent thcmfclvesfrom an uncertainty in the bid- 
ders, with refpedt to the more minute articles of . 
the colledtions, and the grounds on which the fet- 
tlctncntwas to bceftabUdicd between the farmer 
and cultivator ; the committee found it mdifpetl- 
fiblv neceffary, before the laic began, to form an 
entire new huftabood, or explanation of the di- 
verfe and complci. articles which were to compofc 
the coUeftions. Thefe coafifted of the affall, or 
original ground-rent, and a variety of taxes called 
,aboals, which had been indifcriminately levied 
at different periods by the government, the ze- 
mindars, farmers, ‘and even by the inferior col- 
Jedlors. One of thefe aboals we have explained 
above; many of them arc incapable of any ex- 
planation. 

After the committee had made a thorough in- 
vcftigatlon of the above articles of the revenue,' 
they propofed to dedudl fuch as appeared moll 
oppreflive to the inhabitants, or ot a late efta- 
blihiment, at the fame time referving thofe ^hiclt 
were of long Handing, and had been chcarfully 
fubmitted to by the r)otts, tlicfe being, in faft, d* 

■ confiderablc 
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confiderable part'of the neat rents. Among the' 
former were the duties arbitrarily levied by the 
zemindars and farmers upon all goods and necef- 
firies of lifd^paning by water through the interior 
parts of the country. The razee jumma, or fines 
for petty etimes or mifdemcanors, were alfo” agree- 
ably to your humane and equitable fplrit of ^ouc 
orders, totally aboliflicd, as well as the haldarry, 
or tat upon marriage, which yielded a trifling 
revenue to the government, was very injurious to 
the ftatc, and could tend only to the difcourage- 
ment and decreate of population, an objeft at all 
times of general importance; but more clpccitlly 
at this period, from the great lofs of inhabitants 
which the coiintry has fuflained by the late fa- 
mine, and the mortality which attended it. 
Thefe fevcral dcflrudlions in favour of the na- 
tives, although the immediate caufe ofdccrcafing 
the rent-roll, will, doubtlcfs, in time, be pro-'’ 
duftivc of the moft falutary eflefts, as they tend 
to encourage the manufacturers and trade of the* 
country, to retrieve the lofs of inhabitants, to 
free the people from vexatious profecutions, and, 
by promoting the general cafe of the countiy, 
virtually to fupport and improve its revenne. 
j In order to fccure'the inhabitants in the quiet 
poflefiion of the lands, whilft they held them on 
terms ^of cultivation, and to prevent fuch exac- 
tions as aforc-mcntioned in future, the committee 
formed new amulnamas, or Jeafes, in which the 
claims -upon the ryoits were prccifeiy and df- 
llindtly afeertained, and the fanners reflriClcd 
making any further demands under the fevereft 
penalties, To this 'end,-qiid to prevent the 
• tatmers 
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farmers from' eluding this rcllrlclion ihcv ^cro 
ordered to grant new pottahs, or deeds, to the 
rjotts, the form of tvhich was drauu out by the 
committee, and made public, fpccifj-ing the con- 
ditions on which they were to hold their land', 
the feparate heads or articles of the rents; «ud 
every encouragement was contained in them to 
cultivate the wade ground on a moderate and iii> 
creafing rent. 

Another principal objeft which the committee, 
was to reduce the charges of coUcdlion as low as 
poffiblc, from a conviAion, that the retrench- 
ment of unproper and unneceflary cxpcnccs opens 
a fourcc of increafe of revenue, the moli eligible, 
bccaufe the mod confident with the cafe of the 
inhabitants. For tljts purpofe, we have formed, 
on uniform al.d regular edablidiment for all the 
neceflary charges to be incurred in the cutchcr- 
lics of the feveral didridts, under pofitivc rcdric- 
tions, that they fhall not be exceeded without our 
being prcviouily advilcd. This, we doubt not, 
w ill be a great faving to the honourable compaiu , 
as it will be an cffcftual means of preventing in 
future all fuperduous and unncccllarv difburd.- 
nicnts; and we think, we may venture to pro- 
mife, that this article will be duly attended to, as 
it will be aimed the only care of tin, creditor to 
prevent every deviation from it in the accounts 
which arc to pafs his infpeflioo. 

After thefe previous deps wercrefolved on, tho 
lands of Kifiiennagur were put up to public auc- 
tion, and a final fcttlemcnt was made fqc five 
years on an accumulating increafe ; for the parti- 
culars ot which we muft beg leave to refer you to 
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the proceedings of the committee which arc riow 
tranlhiittecl. / 

During the courfe of the falc at Kifliennagur, 
the rajar of that place, gave in propofals for farm- 
ing the whole diftrict, which leads us to the fol- 
lowing general obfervations on the fubjedt of the 
zemindars and talookdars, in the province of 
Bengal. * “ 

Where it can be done xvitli proprietj', the in* 
crufting the collections of the'diftridts to the he- 
reditary zemindarSj would bcn meafure vvc\vould 
be very willing to adopr^ as'we believe the peo- 
ple will be treated with moie tendernefs, th(? 
rents more improved, and the cultivation morei 
likely to be encouraged ; the zemindars lefs lia- 
ble to failure of deficit iicics than the farmer, from 
• the perpetual intercftMluth tlie farmer hath in the 
country, and becaufc his inheiitance cannot be 
removed; and it vyould be Improboblc he would 
rifquethclofs of-it by doling from his diftrici, 
which IS too freqDcntly pni^ifcd by a farmer 
when he is hardly prclfed for the payment of his 
balances, and as frequently pic-dctermincd when 
he receives bis farm. 

With refpeft to the talookdarrics and inconlr- 
dctablc zemindaTics,' which foimed *i pvrt of the 
hu/znn ztlifis, or diftrifts, which paid tlicir 
rents immediately to the gCncihl cuicherry, at 
Murfludabad, as well as many orhirs of the fame 
kind in diflercnc parts of Bengal, all arguments 
have been weighed, whether in favour ot the jufi: 
claim government has upon their lands for a re- 
venue adequate to their real value, or of the ze- 
jUindarsandtalookdafs in llipporr of their ritrhts 
Voi.IV. Hh and 
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uf raidors, be involved in fuchobfcurity, doubts; 
sh^ controvcrfy, as to deprive them totally of 
thqr inheritance. To expofe the ^.cmindars and 
talookdars to this rifk*, is neither confilient with 
our notions of equity, nor with your orders, which 
dire(5i’,’ that we do not by any fudden change, al- 
ter ,the conftitutian, nor deprive the zemindars, 
&c. of their right, ancient pr.vilcgeSi and im- 
ihunities. Another argument di'awn front the 
condudl naturally to be expctSled from the ze- 
Iftindars and talookdars, weighed ftrorigly with 
us, and proves an obje^lion to adopting the firft- 
mode. From a long codtiniiaDce of the lands in 
their families, it is to be concluded, they have 
riveted an authority In the di(lri<i>, acquired an 
afccndancy oVer the rtiinds of the ryoits, and in- ' 
,gratiated their affcilions. Fronl caufes like thefe; 

It entire depreviation were to take place, there^ 
could notbe expe£lcdlcfs matcrlll cfle£ls than all 
• the evils of a divided authority, .prejudice to thd 
revenue, and dcferiton and dcfolation to the lands ; 
whereas, from continuing ,the lauds urlder the 
management of thofe who have a natural and per- 
petual inrereft in their pro|perity, provided their 
Value is floe of too great an amount, foUd advan-* 
tagesmaybeexpcifled to accrue. Every confide- 
ration then fways us, where it can be done w’ith 
theprofpe^ of the advantage before mentioned, 
to adopt the fecond mode in fettling With the in- 
ferior zemindars and talookdaTS ; fitft; an equi- 
rafent revenue may be thereby obtained, with 
fecurity for its pundtual payment J fecondly, the 
converting them into farms, eftablilhss the go- 
vernment’s right of putting their Vads on that' 

footing 
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oT minors, be Involved in fuch oBfcurlty, doubts, 
ahj controverfy^ as to deprive them totally of 
their inheritance. To expofe the zemindars and 
talookdars to this rifk*, is neither conliilent with 
our notions of equity, nor with your orders, which, 
diced, that we do not by any fudden change, al- 
tfer >the conflitullon, nor deprive the zemindars, 
&c. of thclr’^rlghr, ancient privileges^ and im- 
ihunities. Another argument di'awn from the 
condud naturally to be expeded from the ze= 
ihindap and talookdars, weighed ftrorigly with 
us, and moves an objediort to adopting the firft 
rhode. From a long codtiniiance of the lands in 
their families, it is to be concluded, they have 
riveted an authority in the diftrid, acquired an 
afccndancy over the itiinds of the ryotts, and in- ' 
gratiated their affedions. Front caufes like thefej' 
it entire depreviatian were to take place, there ^ 
could not be expeded lefs material efieds than all 
. the evils of a divided authority, prejudice to thd 
revenue, and defection and dcfblation to the lands ; 
whereas, from continuing the lands under the 
management of thofe who have a natural and per- 
petual intereft in their profpenty, provided their 
Value is not of too great an amount, folid advan- 
tages may be expeded to accrue. Every confide- 
ration then fways us, where it can be done with 
theprofpe'd of the advantage before mentioned, 
to adopt the fecond mode In fettling \^ith the in- 
ferior zemindars and talookdars j fitfti an equi- 
rafent revenue may be thereby Obtained, vvitK 
fccurity for its pundua! payment i fccoiidly, the 
fconverting thenx into farms, eftablilhcs the go- 
Nernment’s right of puiiing their Vnds on that’ 

footing 
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footing whenever they ihall think proper, theawe 
of uhich muft conftantly operate to enfurc their 
good behaviour and good management ; tliirdiy, 
the claufe of ferutiny, to which they are fubjec- 
ted, willalfo have the fame tendency, at the fame 
time that it may be ftriAly put in force where 
there is caufe to fufpedt concealments, or a pro- 
fpeQ: prefent itfelf ot encreafeto the revenue. 

Agreeable to thefe ideas, the committee at 
Kiihenagur exempted the fevcral talooks in that 
diftridt from the public faJc, as the pofleflbrs cn-^ 
gaged to abide by fuch a fettlement as Ihould be 
deemed equivalent and juft; and an exadt valua-, 
tion was accordingly made of their lands. It was, 
however, found, that the terms offered by the 
zemindars of Kifhenagur, as before mentioned, 
were not equivalent to the expedfaiioDS the com* 
mictcc had rcafon to entertain from the public 
■audlionofthefcvcralfanns; and faith of govern- 
ment Jiaving been already engaged to' fuch far* 
mersj whofe offers had been formerly accepted: 
for thefe Tcafons, joined with the well known, 
fubtle, and faithlefs charadlcr of the zemindar, it 
was determined'to rejedt hispropoCils, and to give 
the preference to the offers of the farmers, wJiich* 
were more advantageous to government. 

Thefctilcmcnt of Kiftcnjgur being concluded, 
a fixed dewan was chofen by the committee, to be 
joined with thccoUcdlorin the fupcrintcndcncy of 
the revenues, conformable to our cftablilhcd re- 
gulations before referred t6, and inftruclions were 
accordingly given him for bis guidance. 

Wc have been thus explicit in relating the 
tranlaflloos of Ivaiheoagur, both as th'cfc will 

forve' 
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ferve to point out the ^various cfFe£h of our prc^- 
vious determinations, as well as the motives which 
gave occafion to ihofe which were fuper-added by 
the committee, from local or general obfervati- 
ons ; and to convey an idea of the plan, on 
which tiie fettlcment of the whole province wil^ 
be formed, of which that of Xilhenagur may be 
regarded as the model. ^ , 

The pfoyince of Radftiahy, and the Huzzor 
Zelahs, were taken next into confideratiOn,' and 
the fame regulations eftablilhed previous to their 
fettlcment, as at Kllhenagur ; -public advertife- 
ments being made for receiving propofals for the 
farming the different purgunnahs in Radlhah’y, 
and a proper time Hmitted for their delivery* 
The terms given in for the whole of the weftern 
divifion tyere examined, and the offers of the 
farmers and zemindars accurately compared* 
Thofc of the latter were found more advantageous- 
to government j a fettlement for live years was 
accordingly concluded with the Ranny Bowanny, 
the zemindar of that diftrifl,' whofe fubllance, 
credit, and charadler, rendered the conditions of 
her offer the more, defirable, cfpecially as Ihc 
confented to, the committee's plan of fubdividing 
the lands in fourteen lots, or farms, and engaged 
to depofit the farmers caboolcats, or agreements, 
as a collateral fccurity with her own, for the punc- 
tual payments of her rents. No other propofals 
l^ing given In for the earncH; divilion of the Rad- 
^hs. It was in like manner farmed to the zemin- 
dar, whofe knowledge of, and long-cftablillicd 
reputation in the country, enabled her to make 
■ more 
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tborc advantageous offers for this alfo, thdn ari^ 
other perfon ; and we doubt not, but we iliall 
realize the whole of the revenue from thefd 
important and extenfivc diftriiQs, which will 
receive an additional advautage, befides a re^ 
dufiion of the cxpences of the collcilions, id 
being thus united under their hereditary and an-* 
cient proprietors. 

The Huzzof Zelahs, and file inferior zemin- 
daries and talookdarics, bordering otl Murflia- 
dabad and Radlhahy, were alfo fettled on thei 
fame plan, a preference' being always given to 
the offers of hereditary poflcobrs, as before ob* 
ferved. But as it would rake up too much of 
your time to defeend to a minute detail of thefe 
numerous fettlements, we muft take the liberty 
of referring you to the proceedings of the com*- 
mittce of circuit: you will therein notice, that 
;\e have .appointed five additional collcftors to 
fuperintend the revenue of thofe dillridls. It 
'was with feme rcluflance, we found ourfelveS 
■under the neceflity of encrcafing the number 
of thefe appointments ; they arc rendered una-, 
Voidable by the intricacy of thofe parts of the 
Huzzor Zelahs, which have been thus diftributed 
among them ; but we hope, tliat the liberty 
which we have given the farmers, who may be 
fo difpofed, to pay their/ rents immediately to 
the fudder, of head cutcherry, will in time eit- 
‘ablc us to reduce thofe cftabllfliments. 

In the interval of publicbufinefs, the commit- 
tee were employed in deliberating oh the Heps re- 
ferred to them, which were proper to be taken 

, for 
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fot carrj'Ing into execution your late orders b/ 
the Lapwing; where you declare your intentions 
of “ Standing forth as dewan, by the agency 
of the company’s fervants to aflumc the entire raa-» 
pagement of the revenues, leaving it to us to plan 
and execute this important work," by adopting 
fuch regulations, and pyrfuiog fuch mcafures, as 
lliould at once enfurc to the company every pof- 
fible advantage, ^ 

The firft confideration was, whether the board 
of revenue at Murihadabad Ihould be aboUfiied, 
and the bufinefs of its colieftions, in all Us 
branches, put under the management of the mem- 
bers of your adminiftrationatthc prcfidcncy ; and 
after allowing due weight to cycry argument that 
occured, we agreed unanimouily with the com- 
mittee, in the neceflity of this laft meafurc, 
which has accordingly been fince carried into exe- 
cution.' Wc take the liberty of laying before you 
the grounds, upop we have ventured to make this 
alteration, in the flattering hopes that it will mecC 
with your approval. 

As theadrainiftration ofjuftice, and the collec- 
tion of the revenue, arc by far the moft important 
pbjefts of the government, they certainly claim 
thefirfl attention of your prefidencyand council ; 
efpecially at a time when fo many weighty mat- 
ters, intimately connefted with them, are en- 
uuftedby you to ourinveftigation and judgment, 
and when the ftate of the country requires timely, 
' well digefted, and fpirited raeafures. Whilft the 
controuUag and excemive part of the revenue, 
,and the corrcfpondence with the colleffors, was 
• farriedonby a council at Murfhadahad, the mem- 
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bers of year adminiftration had not an opportunity 
of acquiring that ihorotigh and coraprehenfive 
knowledge of the revenue, which can only rcfulc 
from praftical experience : but as your late or- 
ders tend to eftablilh a new fyllcni, enjoin many- 
new regulations and enquiries, which could not 
properly be delegated to a fubordinatc council, it 
became abfolutcly necefiary, that the bufinefs of 
the revenue ftiould be condudted under- immediate 
obfervation and direction. 

This charge, wetruft, will afford great relief 
to th9 inhabitants of the provinces, in opening to 
them, a more ready needs to juflicc, infomuch 
that appeals from the dccifions of the inferior 
courts may now be made dircdtly to the prefi- 
dency, whereas formerly they were firft tranfmit- 
ted to the council at Murfhadabad, and from 
thence an appeal lay to us. , 

Another good confequence, will be the great 
incrcafe of the inhabitants, and of wealth, iu 
Calcutta, which will not only add to the con- 
fumpnon of our moft valuable manufaclures, im-^' 
ported from home, but will be the means'of con_- 
- veying to the natives a more intimate knowledge 
of our cuftoms and manners, and of rcconciliating 
them to our policy and government. 

Befides the rcafons above urged, for the diifolu- 
tioQ of the council at Murfliadabad, we muft beg 
leave to add this further argument, in reply to 
the objeftion which may poflibly be made to if, 
as repugnant to your commands of the 13th of 
June, 1769. We now ^conceive them, hovveycr, 
to be fuperfeded by your late, orders, and the,dif- 
cretionary powers you have given us in youjjc!**" 

tersj 
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tcrs, by tbc Lapwing, Neyerthelefsj we ftould 
have thought ouifelvcs indifpenfibly bound Co 
have adhered to theipirit of them, -as far as they ^ 
could be made to coincide wkh-the new fyllem of 
the dewannee j but we found them totally fub- 
verted by it. > , . - ' 

Whiift Murfhadabad remained the feat of your 
colledtions, every confidencion required the eda- 
blifhment of a council to fuperintend them, as it 
was a truft every way coo great for an indiv i.dual. 

■ On thefe grounds alone, we prefume,' your or- 
ders for forming fuch council at Murflradabad 
and Patna, then framed: but when tbeofhce of 
naib Duan was aboliihed, and you had declared 
your refolution to place the colleftions under the 
immediate charge of your own fervants, there re- . 
mained no reafou for continuing that department 
of the revenue at fuch a dirtance from the obfer- 
vation of your governor and council, and the re- 
moval of the collciffionsjo the prcfidcncy, as it 
left us no bufmefs foraiiinfcrtorcouncil, ofcourfa 
rendered their continuance, and the charges at- 
tending fuch an eftabliflimcnt, needlefs. Wc 
v*.ill indulge ourfelvcs, therefore, with another 
hope, that an annvial faving of fomq lacks of ru- 
pees will be derived from this alteration; although 
we are well aware of the cxpence and inconveni- 
ences which ever attend innovations of all kinds^ 
on their firfi: inftitution. 

As the reafons for the removal of the khalfah 
are treated on very largely in the proceedings of 
the committee of circuit, of the aSch of July, 
and contain many oblervations on the nature of 
the revenuejn genera!,- which are too voluminous 
VoulV. ’ li to' 



to be infcTted in the body of tijis letter 
to recommend thefe to your particular"^ attention. 

' The plan which we have formed (or conducing 
. the bufinefs pf the khalfa^ or fuperior ofhcq of the 
"colleftions, will go in a number in the packe^. ^ 

« The more regular adminiftration ofjuftice* was 
alfo deliberated op by' the committee of circuifj 
and a, plan was formed by them, \Yhich , after- 
wards met with our approbation. We , cannot 
give you a better Idea of the grounds on which 
this was framed, than by referring you to a copy 
of it, together with a letter from the committee 
to the board orv the occaiion ; both of which 
makes numbers in this packet, and wc earncftly 
recommend them to your perufal, rcquefling to 
be ^aHiAcd with fuch farther orders and’inllruc* 
tions thereoO) as they may requiie for completing 
the fyftem, which we have thus endeavoured to 
eftablifli on'the mofl equitable, foHd, and perma- 
nent footing. We hone- they will be read with 
that indulgence, which, wc are humbly o'f opi- 
nion, is due to a work of this kind, undertaken 
on the plain principles of experience and common 
- obfervation, without the advantages which an io- 
nmate knowledge of the theory of law might have 
■anordedus. c have endeavoured to adapt our 
r regulations to the manners and underflanding of 
tlie- peo;)l<*,-and exigencies of the country, .ad- 
.benngis clofely as we are able to, their ancient 
ufages and rnditutions.- -Ic will ft, II a work of 

• Jome months,. wc fear,- before, they can.bctho- 
roughly, eftabhlhcd throughout the .p,o\inces; 
but v,x ftiall think our- labours amply recom- 
- . . penceJ, 
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penced, if they meet with your approWiotti and 
arc pcoduKtive of the good effl£ls had in 
\ievv. " ' - * 

^ Our prefident returned to Calcutta, about the 
middle of Septcniber; Mr. Middleton rerrnined 
at Murihadabad to take charge of his appoint- 
ments ; and the other three metubets of the cou;- 
initte? of circuit, proceeded to Decca, where they 
are now employed m making the fettlemcnc of 
that" province and the adjacent diftridls, after 
which th®/ "dil continue their toUr to the re- 
maining divifions on the caftern Cdcs of Bengal ; 
and we hope to tranfmit the farther particulars of 
their proceedings, by one of the fhips of this fca- 
fon, together with a complete ftatement of youi* 
yevenuefor the following five years* 

Befides the general plan before-mcfitioiled for 
’regulating the new fydem for conduifling there* 
venues, and the fevera! other points therein re- 
ferred to, the cocnmiKcc of revenue at the prefi- 
dency, compofed of the remaining members of 
your council,' were employed jn preparing the 
fcttlements of the diftricks of Hughley, J/iidna- 
'porc, Beerbhoom, jeflbre, and the Calcutta 
hnds,‘^ together with the diftrifts allotted to the 
Committee of circuit, complete the whole of Beu- 
'gal, excepting Burdwan, where the lands are al- 
' ready let in farms In leafcs of five years, which, 
■■ do not expire to the end of the Bengal year 1 1 82. 

In confequcnce of the public advcrtifeiqents 
' ibr malj:ing the fcttJcmejJt of Hughlc/, a 
of propofols for farming the lands were delivered 
'in, and affcr^an exaft Icrutiny was made into 
them, thofe which app'cared to'bc the moft ad- 

■yaniageout 



vantageoiis to government Here accepted. ' It naS 

ong,„ aiy intended to let them in f„ull farms, bgt 

■ <■<> mdch higher 

^aji the others we were templed to prefer them. 
1 herb were Iikeivifc many talookdaries and petty 
zemindar.es thisdiflria, the poffeffors of w'lich 

their ^ ‘"•‘I 

V oil, I I '"‘i "" condition they 

d of the n, as they engaged to pay to 'govern- 

S r'’/'" P^PPttion rieir 

Itavo reafon“m be farisfieP-”' ’ 7 

Pach’ci,l,r hi™n"fo bLn^iffe'S™’ ““I 

p.^lc!fii?i^sJ:;^;^^I“''“-d'shahy; 

J's appears bv’thc to government, 

Lane, a member of 1’^ 

ruitari;s”h‘;;^S:f4T.r^‘» 
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•'* By the ^proceedings it 'appears, that the Cal- 
cutu laods'havc been completely fanned,- but as 
fo'meof'the farmers have flown off from their 
engagements^' and abfconded,^and the execution 
of the title deeds \yith the reft is delayed, wc have 
hitherto been prevented from finally adjufting 
thisbufinefs; fliall therefore defer tranfmit- 
ting a further ftatement of thefe lands till the next: 
Ihip, as well as that of Midnapore, the fcttlement 
of which is now in great forwardnefs. , , 

In purfuance of your pofiiive injunilions, we 
have been endeavouring for fom'c time paft, to 
collfcft the fullcft information concerning the fak 
bufinefs in Bengal,' that we may be enabled to 
form fuch' regulations as fitall appear thc'bcft 
calculated for ftcuring the duties of government 
upon that article, and for the general benefit of tbc_ 
trade ; for our proceedings in ihcfe matters, as 
far as \ve have hitherto been able to efleft, we re- 
fer you to the coafultatipris'now tranfmitted, and 
particularly to that of ’the ’7th of Otftober ; and' 
as ihisTubjedt is one of the firfl’tha't will fall un- 
, derourconfideratipn, we expect in our next ad- 
vices CO furnilhyou vviih}i complete ftace of it. 

^ The Hughley dlfpiited balances of fait, which ' 
have bccna'inattcrof conrention and difficulty for^ 
thefe tno years paft, wc have at length "hiappilv 
atljufted,' as recorded in our proceedings of the 1 ft* 
of Oftober. 

The puflitcbundy, or cuflom of -Hugliley, as 
well' as thole 'of the pacheira at MurJhadabad, 
have not bcch let to farm, hue continue to becol- 
kfted by the officers of government, in order that 
no' obftacle may occur in new modelling the 

fource 
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iburce of your revenue, agreeably to your inflruc- 
tions. At prefenc we wait for advices and turtlier 
lighefrom the committee of circuit at Dccc?, con- 
cerning the fliawbundcr, or head cuftom*bouf6 in 
that dmrift, being futniflicd with thofc, we iball 
proceed to form one general and uniform plan for 
the coUeftion of duties, which wiU beduly tranf-, 
mitted for your information. ’ 

The humane attention Ihewn in your commancU 
ofthe 30th of June, 1769, and recommended in 
many of your letters fince that date, to the rights 
of the zemindars, who have inherited land Iron] 
their a'nccftors, encourages us to folicic your com- 
panion for the ancient proprietors of the twepty- 
tout ptTgutmahi, ot Caieutta lands, which became 
the company's zcmindaries by the treat)’ of 
and from which they were confenueotiy difpof- 
faffed. A fmaU patcof ihofc lands vs ere before 
that time united with the zemindaries of Burdwan 
and Nuddea, whofe zemindars are. amply provi- 
ded for. The other zemindars and talookdars 
' have continued fince that time in a flare of ex- 
treme indigence ; fomc of them have large fami- 
lies tonialntain, Itbasbctn the ufual rulcofthc 
Mogul governmenr, when any zemindar was di- 
veftedofauthority, to allow him a fubfiflance out 
ofthe rents of his zemindary, proportioned to the 
annual income of it; this proportion commonly 
amounted to', one tenth : ’wc‘ would not recoin- _ 
mend fo Jarge an allowance, for thefe people ; ue 
are perfuaded that they will be contented with a 
much more moderate income,' and receive irwith 
gratitude. A? this indulgence has been extended to 
othef zemindars in both, the provinces, 

. ' ' i * z.' j. . .they 
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they were placed under your government, we have 
judged that this reprefentation of the cafe of thofs 
who alone have been excluded from it would not 
be unacceptable to you. 

As the fettlcmenc of the provinceof Baharhad 
been made for a term of years, and therefore did 
not require an immediate alteration, we-fliall wait 
to fimfli the whole of our regulations in Bengal 
before we attempt any innovations in that pro- 
vince. The only point on which wo think we can 
give you any previous Intimation of our future 
proceedings in thofe parts, is, that we deem ic 
proper to unite the colledlions with thofc of Ben- 
gal, and eftabhih the fame regulations in both 
provinces, as^^foon as we can do it with convo- 
njency/ and without adding to our prefenc embar- 
Jaflments. , ^ 

f ' 

We are, with great refpedV, ' 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your mod faithful, 

’ Humble Servants, 

't r . , , 

(Signed) iWjirner Haftings, 8cc*” 


1 1 

’ Bort-Wjniam, May 14, lyya, 

Ac a Committee of Revenue. 

Read and approved the proceedings of the 10th , 

inlianr. . , ^ 

I?hi\saUnja been xcfolvcd, in confultation. of^ 
the*i6ch ultimo, to let the lands of the province 
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!n farms, and for long leafes ; and thU refolutlon 
.ha? been. communicated to the court of dire<5tors 
in the laft general letter. This, therefore, being 
the ground-work of ouj deliberations on the gene- 
ral meafures which are to be taken for the future 
fecticmenc of the collcdiions, it may not be nn- 
proper in this place to alTign the reafons which 
ha\c induced us to formtheferefolutions. 

- There is no doubt, that the new mode of letting 
the lands in farm, is in every rcrpc«ft the moft eliA 
gible it is the moft fimplc, and therefore the bell 
adapted to a government conftituced like that of 
the company which cannot enter into the detail 
and minutia of the colleftions. Any mode of 
agency by which the rents might be received, is 
•liable to uncertainty, to perplexed and inextrica- 
ble accounts, to an in6mty of little balances, an^ 
tocmbcZ 2 leincnts j in a word, both theintcreftof 
the flare and the property of the people mufl beat 
the mercy of the agents; nor is it an object o/tri» 
vial confidcration, that the bufinefs of thcvfcrvicc, 
already fo great, that much of it is unavoidably 
neglc^ed,' would be thereby rendered fa volumi- 
nous, and the attention of the board fo divided, 
that nothing would be duly attended to ; the cur- 
rpnt affairs' would fall into irrecoverable arrears; 
the refolutions upon them be prcupitaic and dc- 
fultory, the authority of the government at 
nought, the po ver which it niuItnccciTarily.clclc- 
gatc to others would be abufed, and tbe,moflptri 
nicious conffqucnccs cnfuc,.from the iinpolTibjlit)n 
of finding time to oxamino and corrcft thcin.a 
that fuch would be the cafe we with^confideocr. 
alTIrm, fincewealtcadycxpcticnc!: thccxiftcnccrof 
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thefc evils in part, from the great encrenfe of 
affairs, which has devolved the charges of this', 
government, and the want of a reduced- 
nolcfsithan from a wane of immediate infpccliorl 
andexecufion. This is a jwint well worth the at- 
tention of the board, in every propoficion thic 
may come beforc.thcm as cflcnthlly rcfpe^liug the 
conflitution and general inccrefts of the company. 

To let the lands for long leafes is a neceflary 
confequcnce of letting, them : ' the farmer who^ 
holds his farm for one year only, having no intereft 
in the next, takes what he can with the hand of 
rigour, v\hich c\cn in 'the ^execution of legal' 
claims is often equivalent to violence : .he is under 
the ncccfiicy of being rigid, and even cruel; Tor 
what is left in arrears after the expiration of his 
power, is at bell a doubtful debt, if ever recovera- 
ble: he will be tempted to exceed the bounds of 
right, and to augment his income by irregular ex- 
aaions, and by racking the tenants ; for which 
p'retence will not be wanting, where the farms pafs 
annually from one hand to another. What fhould 
hinder him? He has nothing lolofc by the de- 
fertion of the inhabitants, or the decay of cultiva- 
tion ; fome of the richeft articles of tillage require a 
length of time to come to perfeftion ; the ground 
mult be manured, banked, watered, ploughed^ 
and fowed, or planted. Thefc operations are be- 
' gun in one fcafon, and cod a heavy expence, 
which is to be repaid by the crops of tlic fuccccd- 
ingyear. What farmer will either give encou- 
ragement or afSftaiicc CO a culture to which another 
is to reap the fruits ? 

VouIV.. Kk 
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The difcouragcmept which the tenants feel 
from being transterred every year to new land- 
lords, are a great objeaion ro fuch fliort leafes, 
f hey contribute to in|urc the cultivation, and dif- 
pco^le the lands; they deprive the induflrious 
ryotrs of thofe aids known by the appellation of 
tuccanbee, fo cfTentially nccc^ary to enable him to 
purchafe cattle, feeds, and utenfils of hufbandry, 
which a more permanent farmer will ever find it 
his intereft to fnpply, aa a means of promoting an 
encreafed cultivation ; and they of courfe pro\c an 
unfurmountable obftacle to bringing into an arable 
Itate, the immenfc tradfs ofwafte land which over- ^ 
Ipread this fertile couptry. 

The defcdls offtiort leafes point out, as a necef- 
fary-conrcquencc, cheoppofitc advantages of long 


rrointlietotjic farmer acquires a permanent ia- 
tcreltin hisknda; he will for his oun fake let out 
money for affifting.his tenants, m improving lands 
already cultivated, and in clearing and tklltfvating 
wafle lands; he mil not dare to injute the tents, 
not encroach in qneyearon the profits of the next; 
becaufe, the future lofs which mull enfuc from 
liuch a procoedmg will be his own ; the tenants 

Wil grow famihanzcdto Ills authority ; and’amu- 

Uid attachment is more likely top/oeeed, frhnva 
■ long intcrcourfe between thera,‘erpecially when 

n w Wended^than;fro^l a. 

evnlrp n Mnncflion which is ready to. 

, '"fo acquaintanfie., , ’ 

uiln laavooeciirrul to 

us. in fupport of the two'poinf3‘qij,wliicli| 

' 'already 
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already determined, namely, to difpofe of tfie 
lands to farm, and on long Icafes, 

We arc happy to refieft the commands of out 
honourable mailers, m many of their late general 
letters, but efpecially flrongly inculcate the fame 
opiniond* ^ , n. 

The committee of fecrecy havings in their lait 
report laid before the houfe certain regularions 
concerning the revenues, tranfmvtced by the Uft 
Hiipsto the court of direfliors, from the prefidenc 
and council at Fort-William, which contained 
alfo Tome matters relative to the adminiftration’of 
juftice in Bengal ; and confidcring it as one of thd 
moft important objcdls of their appointment, to 
report to the houfe an account of the ftate of ju- 
dicature in that country, as the ncceflary ground- 
work for cftablifliiog proper, regulations for thiS 
future admiuiftration of juftice; they have endear 
‘vtjured to colled the beft inlormationMon that 
fubjed; the fubfiance of which they now fubmic" 
to the confideratlon of the houfe. 

, In this enquiry, the committee have not only' 
peruftd all the papers in the books and corrcfpQn- 
(,iencc of the company, which, as the fervanrsof 
the company informed them, coat uu any thing 
material on this |ubjed, but havu alfo called be- 
fore them, and iKamincd, feveral gentlemen, in 
whofc knowledge and experience ' they thought 
^they might beft confide, in refpeft of the time- o£^ 
their Tcficlencc, and their lituations in Bengal..* * 
_ In Uymg before the boufc the refuk of this en- 
quiry, thecomanttec purpofoto^arrange it. under 
the following heads, into winch the fuojed Icems- 
caturally to divide iifclf . firlt. The Bate of the 

country 
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country judicatures throughout the province of 
Bengal, as they lubfifted under the ancient con~ 
ftitution of the country: or, as theyha\e been 
effected or altered by the influence of the com- 
pany, Us fervants. Secondly, The flate of 
judicature exlfting m the fettlemenc of Calcutta, 
and in the fadlories and diflridts depending upon 
it, partly derived from the conftitution of the 
countr}', and partly cftablilbed by his majefly’s 
charters of julUcc. Thirdly, To flate to the 
houfe fuch provifions as have been made by 
law, for the trial and puniftiment, in England, of 
offences commuted by the company’s fervants in ' 
Bengal, to fpecify in what inflanccs thole provi- 
fions ha>e been attempted to be carried into exccu- ’ 
tion, with the refult of the proceedings ; and to 
fubmit to the conlideradon of the houfe fome clr-jo 
cumftances, which appear to the committee greatly 
to obflrudt the efficacy of any remedy in England, .* 
as the lasvon that fubjcct is conftiuucd. 

Thefc fevcral heads appear to the committee to * ‘ 
compromife every point material for the confide- 
ration of the houfe upon this fubje^. ■> i 

Under the firft of thefe heads, it feems to'be .a • 
proper and neceffary introduaion to explain, fo 
farastlie commlltec base been able tq learn,! the' 
ancient ftate of judicature in that country, during 
the vigour of the mogul government; and to trace > 
tlie ^adual changes m theftate of judicature, from ^ 
the various troubles and revolutions that have ^ 
lately occurred in that country ' this will naturally * 
lead the conllderation of the houfe to its moft im- 
portant object, tbc alterations ‘which have been 
introduced in that fyftem, by thei influence- or* 
authority 
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authority of the company»»or its-fervants ; 
confcqucntlv, the prefcnt fituation of judicature . 
and juftice in Bengal, 

Inexaminin" into the ancient conftitutions of 
judicature in Bengal, during the vigour of the 
Mogul government, the committee chiefly cn- , 
quired tnto the following points; the names and > 
diflin^iions of the fcvcral courts ; the judges in 
each; the laws and rules by which they decided; 
under what controul of appeal they lay ; under . 
what influence by the power of the government; i 
and, lafllj, the purity or corruption that pre- * 
vailed, as far as the committee have been able to ' 
difeover, in the admimftration'of juflicc in thefe 
courts. 

The committee 6nd, from. the general account ' 
given by the gentlemen examined before tltem, 
and alfo, from that contained in the books and 
coifefpondencc of the company, that, according • 
to the ancient conflitution of Bengal, the admini- 
ftration of juflicc, both in the capital, and in the 
fcvcral, diftrifts, was diftribured into fcvcral 
branches of judicature, from the cxcrcifc of crimi- ‘ 
Hal, civil, religious, and revenue jurifdiftloD.. f 

The crimiml court in every diflridt was gene-' • 
rally- known by the namcoF the Bhouzdary ; the 
zemindar, or.rajahof thediflridt, was the judge 
of this court; his jurifdidlion extended tnalicri-’. 
minal. cafes; but it appears to the committee, i 
that in fuch as were of a capital nature, the fen-‘ 
rente nas not to be executed until a report of ihe>, 
cafe was made to the governor at Murlhadabad, i 
and their orders received upon it. The jiroceed- 
ings of this court were fuminary. ‘The nioftltre-t. 

, ' ‘ quent 
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quent mode of piimfhmcnf, particularly whero 
the acculed was a man of wealth, was by fine; 
and every fine, impofed by authoncy of the court, 
was a^perquifite of the zemindar, himfelf, by vir- 
tue of his tenure of the lands , the natural cSeCts 
qfthis circumftance, upon the fair adminiftratioa 
of juflice, appear to the committee to have bc?n 
feverely felt, under the ancient conflirution of 
Bengal 

The court of civil junfdidlion in every difindf, 
was generally known by the name of the adawlat^ 
the zemindar or raji. of the province was th5 
judge alfo m this court , us judicature expended 
to all caufes between party and party the judge, 
as a perquifite of his otfice, was entitled to a 
chout, or lhare, of whatever was received in hi? 
court, which, as the committee have been in- 
formed, amounted to a fourth or fifth of tbi? 
whole value i 

II appears to the committee, that this- extraordi- 
nary circumllance in the conftuution ot thatjudi- 
cature, greatly afiefted the confidence of the peo^ 
p\c m Its juftice , that parties were relu&ant to 
reforc to that tribunal, and tint hence it has long 
been a prevailing pradicc in Bengal, to refer mat- 
ters of concroverfy to arbitrators cliolcn bv the 
parties. i 

•'It apjiears to the commute**, thatthef-tudica, 
tures were not guided by anj rcgul r f) Ilcni of 
Ut, that the khoran as the only^ code, and its 
commentators the only ahuhontics alio ved in thu 
country , that where Mele affoidcd nodule do 
c\7lorf,‘ the cuftom and ufage ot" tVe countrj / U 
apphcablevro the cafe, wfere thc-^ proper guide*, 

but 
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but that the rules derived from thefe fourxjes were» 
in general very loofe and uncertain i and that the 
neceflary confequence of fo imperfect a fyllcm of . 
law, rendered the exercife of criminal aiid ci\ il ]a-. 
dicature ^in Bengal, in a great meafure difcrc- 
tionary * ' , 

The wUnelTes examined by the committee did 
not entirely agree, with refpeA to the right of ap- 
peal from-tK6 provincial courts of Phoiizdary ami 
Adawlar, to the refpedlive courts of the fame na-' 
ture at the capital *, but moft of thegentlcmca in'*, 
formed the committee, that fuch appeal certainly 
lay ; they all concurred in Informing the commit- 
tee, that the power of government often inter-- 
fered in the proceedings of the couiU ofjuliide; ' 
that the general courfe of application for redrefs 
agiinftany proceeding of the court of juHIce,. was 
to the power of government, efpecially when the 
party found himfelfiii a lltuation. to expeft its 
favour and proteftion ; and that thi piovernment^ 
upon fuch occafions, not only exercifed a difere^ 
fionary power over the proceedings of thecQu;‘CS, 
but fie<^uently gave fuch remedy, or inflidted fucR 
punilhment, as they thought proper, without th^ 
intcrpolition of any Judicature, 

It appears to the committee, thaf the want of 
fubofdinace jurifdidtion in different parts of thd 
vcmindary dlffridts,, was attended With inuc^ 
hardlhips to the lower clafs of people ; that fuch 
of them only ag lived in the neighbourhood of the 
feat of judicature could have accefs to thefe tribu- 
nab, 'and that even to thefe, the expences atcend- 
ing fuirs in the courts, were almoff an entire cx> 
clufioa of ^ the p^flibility of obtaining.Juffice by 
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law. 'That, on the other hand, the principal per- 
fons in the feveral diftrids could feldom be 
brought under the authority of the courts, and 
when they fubmitted to them, iv^ere able to defeat 
thcirjuftice by means of their influence with go- 
veemnent. 

The conimlttee'founditthc general fenfe of allthe 
accounts they havereccived refpedingthefe courts, 
Thatthcadminiftrationofjuftice, during tbe\i- 
gour of the ancient conftitution, was liable to great 
abufe and opprefSon; that the Judges generally lay 
under the influence of intcrefl, and often under 
that of corruption; and that ihcinterpofition of go- 
vernment, from motives of favour or dirplcafure,' 
was another frequent caufe of the pcrvcrlion of 
juflice, * 

One material clrcomflance, that muft have 
gr«tly tended to encourage the abufe of this ju-_ 
dicaturc in thefe courts, appear to the committee 
to have been the want of any judicial regifter of _ 
their proceedings ; fo that there could not exift 
any authentic document 'of their proceedings, to' 
be the fubjed of view to any fuperior authority. 

Caufes refpeding religion, appear to have been 
diftirjgmihcd from the ordinary courfe of judica- 
ture ; queftioDs of this nature were not trufled to > 
the judgment ordiferetion of the teraporaljudges; 
in every fuch cafe, the judge before ■whom the 
queftion depended, was obliged to call in the af- 
liftance of the cazee of the diftrid, and even tofub- 
niit to his authority in the decifion of the caufe. 
And the committee find, that the gentoo ifubjeds 
enjoyed a limilar privilege,' with, refped to all 
caics of religious nature, in which perfon? of that 
• petfuafion 
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pcriuafioa were parties;* for thatj in cveryfuch 
cafe, it ivas iieccflhry .that the teciporal judge 
fliould be affifted by abramin of the, call, particu- 
larly where tbe caufe was of fuch a nature as might 
be attended with the confetiusncc of forfeiture 
of caft. ^ N > s 

• The committee 'find, that all the caufes rc- 
fpe(S:ing the revenue, or the rents of the land, -were 
under the cognizance of a peculiar court in every 
dlftrifc : it appears, that formcriy the zemindar 
■or rajah held the authority of the judicature aifp t 
hutMr. Sykes informed the committee, that, (or 
fame yeais before the acquifition of the dewannee, 
■this jurirduftion of the zemindar iiad gone into 
difufe, and had fiiice been exercifed by the naib 
Duan, appointed in every diftridl by the princi- 
pal Duan at Murlhadabad, that this oScec deci- 
ded in all caufes of revenues; but that appeal jay 
from his decifions to the principal Duan. ^ - • 
t. With refpecteo the. courts cfiablilhed ar the ca- 
pital, the committee apprehend, that they could 
not prefect to the Jvoufc, any account fo fatisfac^ 
tory as that which is contained in a letter lately 
received by the court of dircdlors from the gover- 
nor and councib of Fort- William, datcdithcr^d 
of November, 1772; and the committee have in- 
ferted an txt?3Ch-itbcreof, fo far as it relat^ t'e^ the 
fubjeCtof'thc adminidratiou of juftice,! tog^rr.p^ 
vvllh-'tbo [)lan therein propofed for thar purpofe, 
beingof opihion that it contains materials of grfac 
importance,^ and' defervingthe feripus confidcra- 
tion'pfthchoufe.j Upon* the prefenc, fubje( 2 :'*af 
the courts'.eftablilhed pneicut confi,itutioi> 
ar”the capita^ oF province, * the committee 
i-Votr^V. ^ 1 - think 
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think It proper ro abftraft \ery {bortly, thc-pnn^ 
cipal fub^ance of the account given at largc^of 
ihcle courts, in the lettcitofthc committee ofcif’ 
cult to the council of Fort-WiJliaai,- tranfmitrcU in 
the above-mentioned' letter to the court of di- 
rc<51ors. « • . - ' 

According to that letter, the courts as. fol- 
low s ; The rtazim, as fupremc raagiftratc, pf efidcs 
perlbnally in the trials'of capital offenders, and 
holds a court every Sunday, called the Roy Adaw- 
lat ; crimes not capital are tried before the phouf- 
dar, but repotted to the iiazim for his judgment 
and fentenec. 

The duan is the proper judge of all caufes re- 
lating to real cllates or property in lands, but fcl- 
clom cxercifes this authority in per/bn S' the darogo 
adawlat, dewannee, or deputj of the duan/ cxer* 
cifeathis jur'.fdiftion. • ' '*•''>> • 

The darogo adawlat al Aalca is the judge of all 
cafes of property, except thofe wbicff refpedt 
land and inheritance ; and alfotakcscogni^anccof 
quarrels, frays, 'and abufive names. - ' - 
The cafee is the judge in all claims of inheri- 
tance .md fucceffion, afiiiicd by the muftet.',‘^vIlb 
is the expounder of the law; and alfo^by the 
mohtcrib, a maghlratc w'hofe iinaicdl.Vtc duty 4S 
to fuperintend the weights and mcalures,-.’aad 
•other matters of police,' The manner of vpro- 
cceding in the cafcc's court is, that after hearing 
.thecaufc, the mufrcc writes tht fettiv?, or Ja"r 
applicable to it, and the cafec pronounces, judg- 
jiitn: accordingly ; unlefs he, or the moUttfib, 
difapproves of thefettiva; hr'whicb^ cafej the 
caulcts referred tothenazim, 'wjio-lljmmons’thc 

lllafs, 
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Illars,*or general afTemhly, confifting of the ca- . 
zee,’&c. and all the Jearncq in the, to meet^ 
and (iecl4e upon it, vvhofc.dccifion is fiqal. ^ 

' Such appears to the,cofnmitee to have been the^ 
fyftem of judicature, eftabitfhed by ^tbe^'ancient 
conftitution of Bengal; but the committee cannot 
conclude ihH part of the fubjedf without qbferv- 
ing, Thar, fo far as they are able to judge from 
ajl)the information laid before th cm i the rubii,’£ls. ' 
of the Mogul empire in that province, derived 
Ijttle protection or fecurity from ihefe courts ; » 
and, that, in general, though forms of judicature 
were eftablilhed and^preferved, the defpotic prin- 
ciples of the government. rendered them the in- 
ilruments of power rather than ofjulVice*, nor only 
unavailtng to proceCt the people, bvitr often the, 
lueans.of the moft grievous oppreffioos, under the 
cloak of judicial character. ’ , ^ ^ 

; The comrhitcee having enquired in wliat man- 
rjerjthe Englilh company, ^or its fervants, ufed^,tji 
proceed, duringthc ancient government, to compel 
payment of their debts, from any of the natjvcs 
not refiding under the Brjulh flag, they weic in- 
formed by feveral of the wltadTcs, that, where* 
the debtor, was a perfon dependent on, "or con- 
nected with the, company in thc"coui:re*qf com-, 
mercc, and refiding (as thofe perfQns'geneyalI|f 
did) in the- neighbourhood of any of, thebothpa-, 
ny’s fettlcnicnts,! the general pradtiep was to Jay. 
’hpld of bis perfon by their own^^uthority^ wjth-, 
out. applying to any court or olEcer jof tho'govern- 
,mcnt ; that they fometimes ventured td'cxercifc 
.the fame righc,,even where tlyeltjcbtor did not fall 
under that deferiptiop ; but tliat this vvas an.abufi?, 
-.u . ‘ - though" 
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though generally ovn-Ioofcrf by the government 
W .n reformer eafe. the BOtcrn^menttTcitl' 
alio .1 cel and countenanceil the praiflice offei/m] 
and detaining the debtor, it being much the’di 
pofition of the government to give all poffibie cn' 
Sb“- ‘'■‘= E-ropeansf from .fhofe '0® 
“ntes"'lire'7‘^"'J'‘’ “"fiderablead. 

&n to make Ufe of either of tliefe wap to eom- 
fovamr'r °u ‘"I >“ ■'’= «4etny, cZ 

^JJ'r «'»m'ttec were further informed .b 
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- The csnimittcc^ having bid before Ae houfe 
this fuccindt view of the ancient ftate' of judica- 
ture in Bengal, now proceed to-ftate the-refuito? 
their enquiry, with refpedhto the alterations it has 
undergone fined the decliiie'’ of the Mogul govern- 
ment, and the introdudlion of the company’s m- 
fluencd in Bengal. 

‘ Mr. Syke’s (who from the time of his refidcnce 
and differejit fituatlons in Bengal, had the beft op- 
portunities bf information on this fubjedt} in- 
formed the committee, that,-- in hiS opinion, du- 
ring the firft period of'Mcer Jaffier’s government, 
although he had been raifcd ro the nabobfliip by 
the power and influence of the Engli/h, the ad- 
miniftrition of jufticc continued m its forrne^ 
courfe, without-any interruptioh or alteration from* 
that power which had rriadc the revolution ;• that, 
‘during the government of Coflim Ally Cawn, the 
Enghlh influence began to operate, not only in 
conlcqucncc of the revolution- irfelf, accorapliflied 
by their power, but bccaofc from that time nrany 
of the Englifti,“wUh orSvhhouithecbhfenc of thd 
prefidency, difperfcdthemfelves over the country, 
and engaged in its interior commerce, which of- 
ten led them to interfere' with the ^^udicatpre and 
government of the country; (ih which hii evif 
dence is much confirmed by fevcral letters, print-;, 
cd from the country corrcrpondence,* mtheap^ 
pendixtothe firft' report to the commirree ap-' 
pointed to enquire into the nature, (late, and con-^ 
ditionof the Eaft India company, and of the Bri- 
tiihaffairs in the Eaft Indies ; that bcfides'Cofiim’s 
attention was fo much turned fo theincrcafe of his 

revenue. 
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revenue, that iie gave very litlle regard to the ad- 
ininiftratioli of juftice, or to the maintenance of 
that^pait of his authority againft the encroach- 
ments' of the EngUlh fubjeds rcfiding in his ter- 
ncones, further than was ncccflary for fecunng 
the collcdion of his revenue?. • 

The third revolution made by theJErglifh, la 
refloring Meer Juffier, neceffarily added to- their 
power and influence in the whole adminUlratlon of 
governmencm Bengal, andofeourfe rendered tbe^ 
adininiftration ofiufticcin the judicatures of tbe*^ 
country verj* liable to be fv/ayed or influcnced‘by 
any ieivantof the company, whofe fituation gave 
him an opportunity, and wliofc interefl; aflbrdcd 
him incitement, to interfere into any of thcirjux 
dicial proceedings. j* ‘ 

Mr. Keir informed the committee, that fince 
the' eftablifliment of thciEngiifh power in Ben^af 
on Jts jjrerchc footing, the' banyans ,of’EDglilh' 
gentlemen, wherever they refide, entirely govern^ 
thc’cdurcVofjudicatutc^, and that they even fre- 
quently flt as judges in thefe courts. ' ) 

Mr. Jckyl, upon the fame fubjefV, faid, Tha{^ 
whilft^h^ was at Patna, in 1771, the members of 
the company's council (at alternately in the reve-’ 
venue court at that place, toecther with the 
njah. ' b . 

• But , though thc^c fucceflive revolutions,’ eri- 
tirejy accompliflicd by thcEnghfli powdr in Ben- 
gal'] ncccflanly rendered their influence very’ ope- 
rative* in thd affairs of the government i and aP 
though itappears^to the committee^ from the pe- 
m&l of fcveral’lcttcrs,’' printed' in' the'appendix tq 

I the' 
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the bcfore-mcntionedrcport of.thc commktec^sp- 
poinced to enquire into the name kite and condi- 
tion of the Eall' India company, and of the Britilh 
affairs in the Indies, that the goqiallahs of the 
fervants of the company frequently afiumed to 
thcmfelvcs the cxcrcife of judicature; yet it does 
DOC , appear, that any alteration in the lc_gal con- 
flitutio'n of the judicatures of the country was made 
before the acquilition of the de^vannec. 

" But the committee find, that fince the acquifi- 
tion of the dewjnnee, fomc alterations ha\e been 
made, and a variety of regulations propofed, rc-^ 
fpeflingihe adminiClration of juftice ; but as to the 
efTedl, the conimitcoc are “nor able to give the 
hqufc any faiisfiiAory information, ; , 

Mr. Sykes, who was appointed refident at the 
durbar, inOflober, 1765, informed Uic commit- 
tee, chitj immediately upon entering into that 
ofilce, he^ applied to the government for the efia- 
bhlhmcntpf fomc new courts of judicature, bur 
withourpropafing any alterations in thofe already 
cibbhflicd ; that having^ obferved, that the poor 
inhabitants were, in general, unable to obtain 
iuliice in the ancient courts, he rccotnmepded'to 
the mim|lers at Murftiadabad, to eftabhlli there, 
and HI each of thc^prov'inces, a court tor the deci- 
fion of all caufes, not exceeding the value of five 
hundred rupees ; that this was accordingly carried 
inrotexccucion, the court of Murfhadabad, con- 
fiding of twelve perfonsof the Left clur46ter, ap- 
pointed by the adminiftration, with adequate fala- 
lies; and the provincial courts conftitutcd in the 
fame inanpcr, but confifting only of, fix judges; 
tbatall thefe judges are bound by*theinoft fa-' 
> ' iemn 
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lemn oaths to adminifter-juftice uprightly, and 
pot to receive, dircdly or indirectly, any emolu- 
ments whatfoc\er, bclides their falary, in the ex- 
ercife of their judicial fun&ion ; that they fat by 
jotarion, three at a time, and appeal lay from 
thefe courts in the provinces, to that at Murfba- 
dabad. ' * ' 

Mr. Bechcr informed tire committee, that he 
found fuch a court exitting at the time of his ap- 
pointment to be refident at the durbar, in January, 
1769; but the committee cannot help oblerviog, 
that no notice is when, iji the difpatchcs lately 
received from the preOdent and coUnpil at Fort- 
William, of any court now exifting at Murflia- 
dabad, which was eftabUfhed fince thcacquifitloa 
of thedcwanoce. 

Mr.' Sjkcs added, that, during the time of hU* 
continuing refident at the durbar, no alteraiioa 
j/as made rcfpcCling the courtsofjudicatuce, for 
thatichad been determined and dircdled by the 
company, that whilft they made accclfary re- 
formation, they Ihould adhere as much as pofhbls 
to the forms of thecftabhflicd government. 

Mr. Becher, who fucceeded Mr, Sykes, in Ji- 
nu irr, 1769, as refident at the durbar, informed 
the committee, that he allotted one day in every 
week to infpeft the proceedings of the fupreme 
courts at Murlhadabad : he added, that, as vcH- 
dent at the durbir, he pofTefled 4 very e^tcniivc 
autbonry, but that he could fafely av er he had 
alvva)!>pred it toprQmotcjuftice, md protedt the 
natives from injury. 

Mr. Verellltwhorcfidcd Game years as the prin- 
cipal ferv ant of the company, in the provinces of 
Chittagong 
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Chittagong and Burdwan, '(ceded by Coffim Ally 
Cawn) beU)re he became prefident of Bengal ; in- 
his evidence upon this,fubjedb, obferved to the 
committee, that, beforetbcacquifition.of the de- 
v/annee, it had been found by experience, that it 
was very poflible to maintain the forms of tho- 
ancient country judicacuresj and at the fame time, 
correct many abufes which had ciept into the ad- 
miniftracion of jufticc^; for that the company had 
followed this plan, and fecn its efficacy in thole 
provinces which had been ceded to them in the 
year 1760, by Coflim Ally Cawn ; and that there-: 
fore the fekft committee at Calcutta had refolved 
to putfue the fame courfe, wjch refpeA to all th(? 
other -provinces, upon tl^c acquifition* of the de- 
wannee, ' , 

• Such is the. account that the above-mentioned 
fervants of the company havegiven thecoinmitcee, 
of the varioiufteps they, have taken in th^ir re- 
fpeftive departments; but it, docs not appear to 
the committee what cffe^ls. may have tliencc re- 
fulted towards the better admimftfation ofjullice. 

The committee will now (late the fubftanpe of 
fomc of the moft material letters that pafled , be- 
tween the court of directors, the prcfidency 'at 
Foit-WvUiavn, the council of revenue atMutlha- 
dabad, the naib dua^n and the fupervifors of the 
fcvcral diftrifts, on the fubjeft of the propofed 
regulations in the adminiftra^ion ofjullice, tog9- 
thcc \/iih fomc of the reports made by thcTc gen- 
tlemen to the refident at the durbar, refpeifting 
particular cafes occurring in their refpeflivc 
diflriffs, followinsthc order of the dates. 

Vot. ly. ' "Mm* ' I» 
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In a geaeral letter to the felcfl; committee at 
Bengal} March i6, 1768, the cotlrt of diredt6rs 
lecommend to them, to endeavour to introduce 
laws of inheritance, and as near as poffiblc to the 
fpjrit of the laws of this- country; particularly, to 
endeavour to abolilh the power of feizing the 
effedis of thofe who die without children ; and to 
introduce the tight of bequeathing by will ; re- 
ferring to their judgment how far they could be 
done confiftent with the claims of the rajahs and 
landholders, and the eftabhlhcd cuftoms of the 
country. 

The committee find, that in the following year 
fuper*intcnding commillxoners were appointed to 
the feveral diftncis of the province, not only p 
watch over the adtual adminiflration of juftice in 
tlie courts; but alfo, to enquire into all the de* 
ftdts and abufes in their coaftitutlon or pradicc, 
and to report their obfervations thereon. 

Theinftfufttons'of the prefident and council* 
communicated by the refidentat the durbar to the 
fupervifors of the feveral diftriSs, after obfetving 
the degree of corruption to which the courts of 
judicature were degenerated, and particularly the 
milchievous conlcqucnces of allowing arbitrary 
^ fines, and the comprotnife of ofliinces, diredt the 
fupervifors to check every fuch compofition, and 
m matters of property to recommend arbitration as 
much as pofliblc v and to inculcate into the minds 
of the people, that their qnly qbjcfl is to provide 
for thetr relief and happinefs : that in capital cafes 
the fentence fliould be referred to the prtfidrnt at 
' the durbar, and by him tothc minlfter, to approve 
orroliigatc it, according to the nature of checafe; 

A ** . ' - . “diat 
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tliattliiy (liould eftabUth rcgiftcfS of all cdiifes and 
deiern)inations, to ^ lodged m the prifici^al cut- 
chcrry of the province,, and that ap authenticated 
copy be tranfmitted to Murfiiadabad^j^ that 'they 
endqavour'to reform all the corruptions vvlpch h 4 ve 
encroav-hed on the primitive rights of the Mahom- 
.medans and Hindoos^ particularly ip refpefi: to 
the arbitrary irnpofitions of nnesj that all perfons 
claiming any judicial or religious authority Ibould 
be fummoned to produqc their Ibnnuds, and that 
regifters of the lunnuds Hiould be kept, ih order to 
prevent any from extrcifing any judiual, because 
n lucrative fundion, who is not appo’intrd by 
government, if a Mahometan, or elected^ by 
cafl:, if a Hindoo j that the forfeiture of* ealt lhall 
,ncvcr be inflided in any cafe but by fcnrcnce by 
the bramm, in a tegular p^ocefs, and vipon clslat 
proof of theolfencej but that, as t|ie pojice of the 
^lahometan government had provided^ that where 
a Hindoo has legally forfeited bis caft, he cannot bs 
reftored to ic without the faod|:ipn of Uie ‘govern- 
rnenc^ that this principle fliould bejtept up as a 
diredt afllrtion of the fubordmaiion of the Hindoos, 
who arc a very conliderable majority of the fub> 
jeets. 

The court ofdiredtorsalfofent, out orders to thefo 
commifiionLrs, dated the 15th. of September, 1769, 
dircdting^That thdy fliouldj.niaIccftriftaadfpcv.dy 
enquiry mio the procctdjogs of the courts of jul- 
ticc throughout their futlements, and th,^tjfanj ex- 
traordinary powers have interfered to interrupt the 
courfe and adminiftradon of jufticc^ ithey fliould, 
withoutdelay, corredb alLfuchabufcs ; andmpar- 
ucular dircfting, that they fhould procure the en- 
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tire abolition of the 'ancient cuflom of willi-hold* 
ing, under the name of Mont, a large iliare of all 
the propeny recovered in the courts; and that if 
they fliould find the cftablilhed courts fo impcr- 
feftly conftituted, as not to be adequate to the 
right adminiftration of juftice, they thould apply 
to the government, and obtain firmaunds for erec- 
ting fuch new judicatures as fliould appear moll 
adequate for that purpofe. 

The committee find, that thefc commiflioners 
accordingly alTumcd and cxcrcifcd the right of fu- 
perintending and reviewing the proceedings of 
the courts of juftice, in iheir fcveral diftridts ; that 
where any cafe of difticuliy, or peculiar imporishcc 
occurred, they repotted a ftaie of the proceedings 
to the refidenc at Murftiadabad, in order that he 
might lay It before the government,' and return 
fuch orders as the nabob, or )n» iiiinlfters with his 
approbation, fliould direct. This praftice accord- 
ingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to the committee to be* the ftrongeft 
evidence of ilie abfoluic fv/ay and controul, to 
which the whole adrainiftraiion of government, and 
particularly the courts ofjufticr, have fubmitttd 
fince the company’s acceflion to the dewannee. 

In a letter from the felcct committee at Fort- 
William, dated the 30th of September, 1769, in 
anfwer to a letter from the ditedtors, dated the iith 
of November, 1768, defiring to be informed, 
whether there layany appeal from the two courts 
at Decca j the committee fay, That thefe courts 
are held on the fame footing^ as others m the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and that appeals arc 
frcQuenrJy made fiom them to the nabobj and to 

I ih' 
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the rcfi'ient at the durbar, who makes proper cn- 
‘quiry into, and decide ulumately, iha caulls fo 
I brought before them. - . 

April 1772, letter from the council of reve- 
nue at MuiUiadabad to the prefident and council. 

This letter inclofes a memorial from the naib 
(loan, on the fubject of aibitruion, accurately 
diftinguifhing fuch caufes as are proper for tiiat 
mode ofdeciiion, and fuch as muft be decided by 
the courts of ]udicaiure accoiding to the Ia*v : of 
the Utter kind he ftaccs all dlfputes of Lalicritaacc, 
property, purchafes, ailignments^ and the like ; 
that thefe cafes depending upon the laws of the 
. Scriptures according to the orders of the Almighty 
and his Prophet, cannot be, proper fubje£ts of ar- 
bitricion ; foe the right muft be decided according 
to the precepts of chejaw, andi common. arbitra- 
tors cannot be proper judges thereof ; that cafes of 
mifdemeanors, or olicnce by one fubject to ano- 
ther, cannot be referred to arbitration, bur muft 
be- judged and punithed by proper officers of jufj* 
tice,-and much more efpecially, crimes of a higher 
magnitude muft undergo the judgment of the law 
iifelt } that, on the other hand, in cafes of debt, 
account, or other commercial concerns, arbitra- 
tion IS the beft naoJe of deevlion * that he hadtac- 
cordingly ifiued orders to the offi^'ers of the courts 
ot jufticein ihelevcral diftnfts, that in all matter^ 
of debt, trade, petty quarrels, and ordinary oc-^ 
currenLCs, where the parties are willing to refer, 
they Ihould appoUc arbitracors, and chactugiftered 
be duly kept m the court of adawlar, of all caufes 
^ -decided in that way. , .* .. j ‘ 

Th‘e= 
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• The letter of the council of revenue reprefent? 
the neceffity of rcrtriifting the orders reJativc i\j 
arbitrations to f ch cafes fpecrfied for that purpofe 
in the naib duan’s memorial i for thatit would be 
produftive of ihe greatcft dliTaiisfat^ion in the 
countrj, if that mode of decifion was to be fubfti- 
ivucd in the place of judicial determinations, in 
fuch cafes as fall under the firfl principles of the 
hlahometan laws ; that fuch a mcaTure would be 
regarded by all the Mahometans as an infringe- 
ment to their religion and cuiloms, would excite 
great difeontent and apprehenfions, and -peihapS 
lie liable to an obftinate and inflexible oppofition. 

In the anfwer from the>prci(ident and council to , 
the council of revenue,’ they entirely afienc to -the 
diftinftion propofed m the above-letter; declaring, 
that all cafes of inheritance, marriage, or other 
matters for -which the Mahometan law has made 
•pro^Ifion, 'and Itkcwifc matters refpcfting. inheri- 
tance,' and the particular lasvs^ and uJage ,of the 
caff of'the Gentoos, fliould be decided by the 
'effablilbcd magiftrates. afiiftcdtby the proper per- 
funs of the refpcdlive religion, according to the 
laus’and ufages of each. i ' - , 

' The council of revenue, in a letter to the prefi* 
dent and council. May 1772, inclofeci a remon- • 
llrance of the na.b duan, refpefting that part of 
the'indruflionsin the laft letter of the prefidentand 
council, which dircdled, that in cafes of the inhe-- 
ritance of the Gcntoos,iand reagiftrates Jhould be 
aSilled by rhe bramihs ofithe cafttto which the 
.•parties belong; in thitimcmorlal the-naib duan 
ftrongly remonftrates againft allowing a.’bramin to 
'be called into the decifion of any matter of mheri- 

f tance, 
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t^nce, or other difpute of Gcntoos.' ^ That fincc 
the eftabUlhment of the Mahometan, dominion ia 
Hindoftan. ^he bramlns had never been admitted 
to any fuch juiifdidtion : that to order a magillrate 
of the faith to decide in conjunction with a bramin ' 
would be repugnant tq the rules of the faithj and 
an innovation peculiarly improper in a country un- 
der the dominion of a muOiilman .emperor : that 
where the matter in difpucc can be dtcidtd by a • 
reference to bramlns, no interruption had ever been 
given CO that mode of decifion; but; that when they 
think fit to refort to the eftabliflied judicatures Of 
^the country, .they, muft fubmlt to .1 dccifion ac- 
- cording to the rulesand principlcsof thatlaw, by 
which alone thefs courts are authorlfed to judge : 
that there would be the greateft abfurdity in fuch 
an alTociation of judicature, becaufe dte bramin, 
would determine according to the precepts ar\d 
ufages of his caft, and ihe.imglftrates muii decide 
according toihofc of the Mahometan law t that 
in many inftanccs .the rules of the Gentoo and 
MulTulnun laws, even wUh refpefl to the. inheri- 
tance and fticcefliofi, di^r maverially from earh 
other. . 

.The committee alfo find, thit in feveral letters 
from the different chiefs to the prefident and coun- 
cil, on the iubjedt of arbitration, they ftate confi- 
derable difficulties occurring in any regular efta- 
blilhment of that mode of dccifion, as well from 
the reludtancc of parties to refer, and of perlbns 
chofen arbitrators to undertake the office, as from 
the fubfequrnt delays that have bkn found in the 
execution of it y and therefore concluding, thac 
ihe inuoduCtion of that plan of dccifion, in cafes 

proper 
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pT^ipc-t {o’: k, OAuft. ha the gradual week oC ume, 
affifted by the encouragement of the company’s fer-. 
vants, and could not be brought into praftice by 
any dVabliflimenc of the authority. 

Tile committee find, by the lall difpatchcs from 
Bengal, that a comnnitreof circuit was cilabliihed 
laft-ycar, confifting of the prtfidentand four other 
gentlemen of the council, for the purpofe of ma* 
Icing an exaft feruliny into the ftaie of the reve- 
nues and judicatures of the fcvcr.ll diltnfls of the 
province; that in confequcacc of this appointment 
the committee of circuit have propofed a plan for 
the- adminirtration of juftice. Some of the mod 
material propoRtions ate, 

That in each diftridttwo courts of juAice Ihould 
be cftabl’lhed, one by the name of ^IafulToI Dew- 
annee Adawlac, or provincial court of Pewannee, 
for civil caufes ; tlic other for all crimes and niifde’ 
meanota by die name of Vhoufdajy Adasvlat, or 
the court of Phouzdarrec j the only civil caufes 
excepted from tlie jurifdiflion of the Dewannee 
Adawlat, to be_ the right of fucceflion to /emin- 
darres and i;ilucd.irrces, which are to be left, to. 
the dccifion of the prefidenc and council.. ‘ - 
That the dewannee^ courts the collcftor 'of. each 
diflrict lliall prcfidc on the part of the company, 
in their quality of king’s' dewan, attended by the 
prosincial dewan, appointed by theprefid'ent 
courcil, and other officers of the cutcherry ; lint 
in the phouzdary court the cazee and mufitii of tl -• 
ciiftndt, and two maulavies, fliall fit to expound the 
law, and determine upon the chatge ; but that the , 
colltdtor ftiall attend to the proceedinas of this 

. court* 
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Cburr, to fee that they aie properly conduced, and 
the dtcillon fair and impartial, according to thd 
evidence*, and ihacnocaufcAiallbe heard and^d*^-. 
termined but in the open court regularly afieinblcd. 

That iJi like manner, two fupciior courts 
beeftablilhed at the chief feat of the governmenti ' 
under .the denominations of the dewannee, fudder 
adavvlat, and *the nizamut fuddef adawlat, ; that 
the former ftiall receive appeals from the ptovin- 
ci3j,dewann€e, of any caufes not exceeding, (ive 
hundred rupees, the prcfideni wuh two menrbera 
of the council prefiding therein, attended by ihg. 
duan of the khalfa and other olBcers of the cui- 
cherry j that the latter fball have cognizance to re- 
vife all the proceedings of the phouzdary courts j 
lhar 3 / chief ofiicer of ju 0 ice, appointed by.tht^ 
naaim, fiiall preftde in this court, by the title of 
daroqo adawlar, aflifted by the chief cazee, thd 
chief muffiee, and three capable - mauh’^i^s but 
under the fuperintendance and controulof ihe com- 
pany’s chief council. 

That there be alfo two courts of adawlat efta-* 
blidted at the feat of government, on ’the fame 
plan as thofe of the diUrifts 5 in the dewanucii 
court a member of the council to piefide, and in 
the phouzdary another member of the council to 
fupermtend ; thefe duties being performed by the 
members in rotation. 

That caufes not exceeding ten rupees, be deci-, 
ded finally by the head fariner'of the purgunnah 
to which the patties belong* , > , , 

That complete records of all caufes fhall be 
kept in the dewannee court, and copies of therrt 
iranfmlttcd, twice a month, to the fupreme civil 
you lY* N n . cou.C’ 



L =^78 ] 

court^ through the chaoncl of the prefident and 
council. 

That there fhall be a time fixed for thejimita- 
tion of fuits and complaints. 

Upon this point it is obfcrved, that, both by 
the Mahometan and Hindoo laws, and by the uiage 
of the country, all claims which have laid dormant 
for twelve years, whether land or 'mon^y are in- 
valid. 

That the cuftom of chout, or any commilfion or 
money recovered, as well as all arbitrary fines, be 
abolilhed, . '' 

That the pradiue of individuals exercifing au- 
thority over their debtors, be entirely abolilhed. 

That in all cafes of account, dibt, and the like, 
it lhall be recommended to the parties to lubmic 
iheic caufes to arbitrators, whofe award lhall be 
made a decree of the dewannee court. 

Tha't complete records lhall be kept at the 
phouzdary court, and tranfmitted twice every 
month, to the fupreme criminal court, through 
the channel of the prefident and council ; but that 
the proceedings In capital trials are to be rranfmit- 
ced as foon as clofcd ; that this court lhall have 
power to punifli either by fine or imprifontrient, dr 
to infiidl corporal, but not capital, punilh’mcnt ; 
that in capital cafes the uhl,. with th^ opinion of 
the court, being tranfmitted to the fupreme critT)i- 
nal court,' and having obtained their confirmation', 
lhall be ultimately referred' to the nazim for his 
fcntence. . , / ' 

The committee find, that thefe regulations were 
approved of by. the prefident and council/ at ,a 

con- 
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confuUalion at Fort William, the twenty fifth of 
Auguft, 1772* 

The committee have now gone through all the 
materials they are‘'able to lay before the houfe, ■■ 
with refpeft to the ancicntconlUiution, and prefent 
ftate of judicature in Bengal ; they proceed now 
to the fecond_headof this inquiry. The judicature 
exifting at Calcutta ; m treating of which, they 
will firft lay before the houle an account of ihe 
courts derived out of the conftitution of the coun- 
try ; and fecondly, of thole eftablilhcd by his ma- ' 
•jeity*s charters of juftice. 

Of the courts eftabhfhed at Calcutta, and its de- 
pendencies. ‘ 

Until the charter of juftice granted to thocom- 
pany in the thirteenth year of his late majefty, the 
only courts of juftice that exifted m Calcutta were 
derived out of the conftiiuion of the country, and 
nearly fimilar to thofc that have been explained 
above. 

Soon after the eftabltlhment of the fettlcment 
at Calcutta, near the end of the laft: century, the 
EngUfti company obtained from the then nabob; 
the zemindary rights of the diflrifts round the fet- 
ilement, by which they became the, zemindar of 
Ibatdiftrid, with all the rights incident to that 
office, amongft which, as ftated above, is the cri- 
minal, civil, and religious iuxifdiftion of the 
diftridt. 

Mr, Gregory, after explaining to the commit- 
tee the fevetal country junldiftions, added, that 
the company exercifes ihefc feveral jurifdidtions 
' within 
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within the dlftrift of Calcutta ; and that he underV’ 
flood, this was in confequcncc of their being the 
zemindar of ihediftrlft, 

1 he zemindary courts eflablilhed in Calcutta, 
arc, the fouzdary, for the trial of crimes; the 
court of cutchciry, for civil caufes; and the col- 
ledlors court, for matters of revenue 

T-hc original and proper nature of thofe courts 
has been llatcd above ; the committee will now 
ftatc fuch circumflances as are peculiar to the zc-* 
mindary courts at Calcutta, 

The criniinal courts tries all ’crimes committed 
by the natives, and, in this refj>ea, has a con- 
currcrjc jurifdt^lion with the court of oyer and 
terminer, ‘eflablilhed by the chatter of jurfjce, one 
judge only fits in that court, appointed by the co- 
vernor and council. jo 


Mr. Rufilll informed the committee, that for* 
merly one of the council was appointed toalus of- 
fice, but that fince the incrcafc of other bufinefs In 
the council, this duty has been trufted to junior 
ervants, one of the council being appointed month,' 
ly to fupermtend, ^ , 

la capital cafes, three members of the board lit 
as judges m this court, and before execution of tiie 
lentence, the proceedings mull be laid before the 
governor and council. , 

judges, alln 

appointed by the governor and council, out of die 
‘=“1 than one afluaily 

SlUs I™®'®™ uf all caufes betirren 

rnmm-j, Whitiaf informed die 

committee) m caufes between a native and an Euto, 
pcan, whet? the latter Is iilaintiir, butin this cafe. 


ihe 
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the natives may remove the caufe into the major’s 
court. < ‘ ‘ 

1 he rule of judgment in tliefe courts Is fuppofed 
to he the cuftoiTJsand ulage of the country ; and 
where no cuftom or ufage applies, it is the difcre- . 
lion of the judge.. Formerly the chout (tJie fourth 
part of every thing revered) was an allowed per-' 
qulfite in the civil court, but on a reprelentaiion to 
the preficienc and council, it was aboliJhed. 

Appeal lies'from the civil court to the governor 
and council. The cuftom- of fending.caufes ta 
arbitrators prevalls'ln this court, as in the other 
diftrifts of Bengal j and, as Mf. Whlttal hiforined 
the committee, Is often done without the confenc 
of either party. ' 

The committee find, that in April, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feveniy one, a difputc 
arofo between Mr. Purling, a icmindar at Calcut- 
ta, and Mr, Uous, fupervifor at Kajcfhatry, with 
refpeft CO , the right of* the zemindar at Calcutta 
demanding two perfons, tefidmg in the diftrift of 
Rajcfliatry to be Cent prilbners to Calcutta, to an- 
fwer to certain fuits there exhibited againft them % 
the fupervifor to allow this claim, Infilling that the 
jurifdiflion of the zemindary court of Calcutta did 
not extend over any of the dewannee lands ; and 
therefore, defiring that the plaintiffs fhould be di- 
rected to exhibit their cljunac the cutcherry of the 
diftrift: in reply 'to this, the zemindar of Cai- 
cutT.a infiftcd, that it had been cuftomary for that 
couu lo fend far perfons, in cafes of this kind, 
from every diftrift of the dewannee, and that ic 
\sould be attended with the ulmoft ineon\enlency 
"latYery pcilomefiding at Calcutta, if the excrcile 

' ’ of 
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of this?jurifdi£lion fhould noNv be interrupted j the 
confequence of which would be, the neceflity of 
goihg, and carrying witnelles to diftant pans of 
Bengal, in order to fettle the difputes necelTarily 
occurring between them and their goroaftahs that 
this )urddi&von had never been contelled by the 
chief of Patna, Decca, apd Chittagong 

Theft letters being laid before the court of re 
venue, they determined, that the junfdiftion of 
the zennndary court of Calcutta might extend over 
all perfons, as agents, or gomaftahs, in the fer- 
vice of an hnglifh merchant, or of any native re 
liding at Calcutta , and that as the perfons ;n 
qucftion appear to fhnd in that predicatnenr, they 
fiiould bii f<.ni to Calcutta, to anfsyer the fuic of 
their principals 

In thq revenue court, the collector appointed 
by the governor and council fits as judge , and ap- 
peal lies from his decifions to the governor and 
council , there are inferior revenue judges in the 
purgunnahs, thefe are- appointed by the colleftor 
at Calcutta, and appeal lays from their decifion 
to this court 

Thefe junfdiftions being m iherufelves very de- 
fedtive, and moreover M:ry inadequate to the ad- 
vanced ftate of this fettlement , and fimilar dcfeifls 
being found in ocher fctilements of the eonipany, 
application was made to the crown, in the thir 
tecntli year of the late kine, for a charter of 
juftice 

A charter was accordingly granted, whereby 
c imifial and ci\jl courts of different kinds were 
cllablilhed at Calcutta, and liLcwifc at the fettle- 
nentsof Madtafpalnain, and Bombay , but this 

char- 
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charier being found defective in fome rerpeds, ap« 
plication was, again made to the crown, on the 
part of the company, fot a naw chatter of 3uftlcc 
for thofe fettlements, to he granted on the furren- 
der of the former charter. 

A new charter was therefore granted to the 
company, dated the eighth 'of January, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty three, the iwenty-futh 
yearofhis'latc majefty. 

This charter, which recites its being granted by 
virtue of powers veiled in the crown by icveral adls 
of parliament ; grants, and ordains, that there 
fhould be for ever thereafter, within the faftory of 
Fort William, in Bengal, one body ^ politic and 
corporate, by the name of mayor and aldermen ac 
Calcutta, in Bengal, ^to confift of a mayor and 
nine aldermen, the mayor and feven of the aider- 
men being nataral-hocn fubjcdls, but ihe-other two 
allowed to be foreign proieftanls. Add it is further * 
granted, that the mayor and aldermen Ihould for 
ever thereafter be, and thereby conflituted, a 
court of record, by the name of the mayor's courc 
at Calcutta, at Fort WilUam, in Bengal ; and 
that they, or any three of them fthe mayor or 
fenlor alderman then refiding there to be one) raay,^ 
and are thereby authorized, to try, hear,' and de- 
icriniiie all civil fuits, adlions, or plaints, between 
party and pStry, arifing within the town or faeftory 
of Calcutta, or any oh the factories fiibordinate ’ 
thereunto ; except fucb fuits as (hall be between* 
Indian natives, which fhall be determined 
among themfcives, unlels both parties confenc to 
the determination of the mayor’s court; and this- 
court is alfo authorized to try fuits brought againlt 
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the company, or by the company agaihrt any 
perfon* 

This charter alfo conAituies the prcfidcnt and 
council to be a court of record, in order to receive, 
try, and determine appeal from the judgment or 
decreesof the mayor‘s court* The determination 
of this court to be 5nal, if the value not exceed one 
thoufand pagodas ; but if it exceeds that fum, the 
parties are allowed, within fourteen days alief 
fuoh decree or judgment is entered on record, to 
appeal to his majelly, h>s heirs or fucceflbrs in the 
council. 

It futthcr gives authority to the prcfidcnt and 
council, or the major part of them, upon reafona** 
ble caufes, to remove any of the faid aldermen, fo 
as there be a compUlnc In writing firlV exhibited 
againfi them, and reafonable fime allowed for his 
defence, after being fummoned for that purpofe J 
with power to any perfon, thinking himfelf ag- 
grieved by fuch removal, to appeal to his majeft/t 
in council. 

The faid charter alfo eftabUfhes a court fqr the 
recovery of fmall debts within the faid town or 
f..(fl:ory of Calcutta, and the failories and diftrlfts 
fubordinate thereto, to be called the court of re- 
queds. This court to confifi: of fomc of^ tjte prin- 
cipal inhabitatu*!, (not more than twituy-four, or 
fewer thaneighiJ to be appointed by the prefidenf 
and council, and to determme all fiuts brought 
before them, not exceeding the value of hva 
pagodas. 

^And the faid charter further grants and ordains 
the governor and council to bejulUcts of the peace, 
and have power to a& as fuch, and to hold quar- 
' ter- 
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tcc-feffiotu of thi; peace, and alfo to be cortimlP* 
fioncrsofoycrand termrncr.and general gaol delive- 
ry, for trying and punilb'ng all offences, (high trea- 
fononly excepted) committed u'ithin the faidtown 
or faftory,or it^s fubordinatc factories ; to proceed 
by indiiSkment, or fuch other way as is ufed in that 
pan of Great Britain called England, as near as 
the circumftancesof the place and inhabitants will 
' allow. 

The raid charter further grants, that the faid 
mayor’s court (hall have power to grant probates 
of willsand letters of admimftraiion. 

The committee alfo examined fome^of the vvit- 
neffes, with relation to fome of the proceedings of 
thefe courts. 

'Mr. WhittaU (’.vho refided at Calcutta from 
17^410 1770, as a free merchant, and alfo as an 
attorney in the mayor’s court, from which laff he 
was difmlired by an order of the court j which was 
afterward made a matter of complaint to the courc 
of dire^ors) informed the committee, that al- 
though this court cannot legally iffue procefs be- 
yond the bounds of Calcutta, or its fubordinatc 
fadlorics; yer, that he had known their procefs iffuc 
and be executed in all parts of Bengal, under fpe- 
cial order of the govecaoc aad coaned, granted or 
refufed at their difcretion'; and that m all thefe 
cafes the procefs was fent ro one of the company's 
fervants ; that he underffood the criminal jurif- 
diilion of the feffions to have the fame extent at 
the mayor’s court, and diat he had known natives 
fent from every part of the country to be tried in 
that coptt } and apprehends an European rnight 
be brought in the fame manner from any part of 
Voi. IV. O 0 thi 
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th6 countrj, except from the fadtoncs belonging 
to other European nations. 

He laid, he had Lnown frequent inftances of tfe 
mayor’s court refufing to admit an appeal agairtt 
11*5 proceedings, on pretence of their being inter 
locuiory only, and not final he mentioned three 
cafes of his own Knowledge, (one m one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixt) eight, between the irullees 
of Mrs Philadelphia Gallopmc, and the executors 
of Peter Gallopinc , and two caufes of John 
Holm, Lfq, in 1769) m which the mayor's 
court refu'ed to idmic an appeal, and the 
fuperior court refufed to take cognizance of it on 
ihu pretence, though m fa€t, as he informs the 
commntsC, the ofdirs made were a determination 
of the caufc 

1 It faid, he lud Knot n a.to'nics reprimanded 
m tht ma)or’s -court, for appealing againft its pro* 
cc Jtngs , tnat the attornics ate limited to four, 
tlict the judges are not perfons educated to tliu 
law , but any of the junior fervanis. 

That 111. has kno vn the mayor’s court refufe to 
tal e c gnizincc of ciulcs arilmg within ihcir ju- 
nfliftion, infifting that they had a right to refufe 
them. That in one ihouland feven hurdred and 
Itxty eight, h Ind heard it frcqu-mly declared by 
fotre of the judges on the bench, that tlie major's 
court had noiliing to do with the laws of England, 
l-d that the m-vor would not fit there to hear the 
U s of L igian I named, or to that purpole or cf* 
fcift That i ' had ofienkuown an aitonicy of ih® 
major’* ccc r, threatened by the getc nor, and by 
fcvcril f f the aldermen, for attempting to bring an 
^Ciion 1 ft one of the compan y ’s ferv ants , and 
il.ai Icrvant of tl c coTrpanj, agairft whom in 

aCli-1 
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action Is Intended, often intimidates the attorney by 
threat of applying to the governor. 

Mr. RulFeJ, who alfo refided fevcral years in 
Bengal, obferved to the committee, that though 
the ma)or*s court cannpt exercife jurifdiftion ovtr 
natives, unlefs by confent, thejurlfdnftion of oyer 
and terminer extends to natives as,' well as Euro- 
peans; 

Mr. Becher, confidered this jurifJikftlon with rc- 
rpe(ffc to natives, as extended to fuch only as lived 
under the Britifli flag; and informed the commit- 
tee, that where fentence was pronounced againll 
natives, the pradlicc was to apply for the confent of 
the governor before it was executed. 

The committee having examined Mr. Nuthall, 
folicitor of the company, whether there had been 
any inflances, during his time, of complaints to the 
court of dirediors againft the mayor’s court, o^r any 
member of It, for any criminal mifeondudt in their" 
judicial fundtion he informed the committee, thac 
he knew but two inllanccs in his time, of any fuch 
complaints laid in form before the court of direc- 
tors ; the one by Mr. Whiital, an attorney, the 
other by Mr. Jephfon ; that the latter not only com-< 
plained of the condudt of the mayor’s court, buf 
of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, the mayor, adting ia 
his judicial capacity, as judge of that court. 

The committee have enquired into the nature of 
thofe complaints, and 6nd, from the papers rela- 
tive from them, laid before the committee by the 
company’s fervants, that the complaint broughc* 
by Mr. Alexander Jephfon t^whofe petition to the 
court of directors is dated London the fecond of 

- March, 
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March, ^77^)) contains a charge agalnlV ihi 
mayor's court, for an illegal and oppreflivcr.abufe 
ot Its procefs, to detain the petitioner and his vvife 
m Bengal, after they had obtained leave for their 
return to England v and particularly charging^ 
that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin’, the mayor, in the 
courfc ol the proscedings, declared, “ That they 
had nothing to do with the laws of England jhere',* 
that the laws of England were never made for them, 
and that he would not hear them named while ha 
lac on that bench. It appears, that Mr, Jcphfon 
would have appealed againft the proceedings of the 
mayor’s court, to the prefident end council.' but 
that this appeal was denied, on account* of the 
piccttdmgs being inutlocutoiy : and the tomniit- 
tec hnd, that m conftquence ,of this romplaint, 
the court of directors (atier having taken the opt- 
nion<if fevcial eminent council^ in their general 
letter to Bengal, dated the third of-May, one thoo- 
fand feven hundred and fevemy one, cxprelTcd la 
tite llrongtft terms the dilapprobaiion of, and dif-f 
plcafure at, tlie proceedings againft Mr..Jephfon, 
alfo particularly reproving the prefident and. coun- 
cil fur refufing his appeal,'as well 'as foV theicrro- 
r.cous pretence afiigned for ihai refufal j enjoining 
them to r*.ocive the appeal, and enquire ftrift- 
ly into all the circuronances of .Ifts complaint,, and 
to caufc full and ample jufticc to be done thereon.' 

The committee find, that at a confuliaiion held 
at Fort V7iUiam, the third of January, 'unc thou- 
Ja^d feven hundred and feventy-two, the prefident 
and council enquired into the charge made againft 
Mr. Goodwin, by'Mr. Jephfon,/ to. ‘the- court of 
direftoTs; tbai they- examined ilvleGrs. Lovtt, 

' Kilhcan, 
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KiUicin, and Cater, three of the aldermen of tha 
court, -and who had been prefent at the proceed- 
ings an which thofe words were alledged to' have 
been fpoken , alfo Mr. Morris, an aitorney of the 
'mayors court, who had been concerned in fome 
of the proceedings againftMr. Jephfon ; that Mr. 
Cater faid, that he had heard Mr. GoodjWin on the 
bench make ufe of fuch words, or words to that 
cReft, but could not charge bis memofy with the 

time; that the other wiineflesfeverally denied, that 

they, had at any time beard Mr. Goodwtixofe fuch 
words, but that they heard him declare, that the 
mayor's court was not a court of hw, but of equity ; 
that MelTrs Read and Jckyl, who had been alfo 
upon the bench as aldermen during p^rt of the 
proceedings, did by letters (on account of their' 
abfcnce at Calcutta) to the prcfidcnt and. council 
give their tcftimony in like manner, in exculpation 
of Mr. Goodwin j and that upon this evidence the 
board rcfolved, that they found no reafon to 'con- 
• lidcr Mr. Goodwin culpable j and direfted their 
fccretaiy tbfignify this refoluiron to him. 

The committee find, that ihejcomplaint, at the 
inftanceof Mr. Whittal, was laid before the courr 
of dlreftors onithe firft of March, in the fame year, 
one thojfand feven hundred and feventy one ; that 
lus petitiba complained of having been difm’ffci 
from bis office as attorneyjof that court, by an ar- 
bitrary iuds iUcgal proceeding of the court, with- 
out any regular complaint, without anyXufiicient 
allegation, without giving evidence upon path, and 
without hivingany fufficient time to. make his de- 
fence ; and alfo, that the order of difmiffipn, befides 
finding him guilty o£ roifconduct in a particular 
' calc 



I igo 1 

caufe depending before the court, contained a gene- 
j-al charge of his having frequently merited the fe* 
vere reprehenfion of the court, but without fpccl- 
fying any particular fads, ^ 

1 he committee find, that the court of directors 
(having when the opinion of their council alfo up* 
on this cafe) m their general letter to Bengal, the 
thirdof May, one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty one, exprefled their difapprobatlon of tie 
general charge contained m the order againlh Mr» 
Whiftal, without any allegation of faifts to fuppcrc 
It, as highly improper and unbecoming a court oi 
juftice; and that they recommend it to-the gover- 
nor and council to admit Mr. Whiitall’s appeal, 
^nd toa£t therein as-jufiice ihould require. 

The committee do not find any account by tho 
laft difpaichcs, of any other proceedings on thefe 
appeals, but thac the ptefident and council hid 
fiibmuted to receive them, in obedience to the or- 
ders of the court of direftors. ' 

The cammiitee having concluded their ftate of 
the Calcutta judicatures, beg leave to fubmit to 
the confidcranon of the houfe fome very finguhr 
circumftanccs in the confUtution of. the civil and“ 
criminal courts, which feem rruterlally to effect 
their mdependence and their efficacy. 

That although the mayor’s court is intended not- 
only to try caufes between party, and patty, and 
tJic court of oyer and termincraad gaol delivery to 
purjilli the crimes* of private induiJuais, but the 
former alfo to try caufes m which iht company It* 
felf Is a party, and the latter to punifh the offen- 
ces of any of its principal fervant^, yet the judg'3 
of thofe courts ate reroovcable from thole offices. 
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by virme of which they cxerdfc jhcir jwdicialtunc* 
cion, acthe pleafure of the prefidenc and council ; 
and that luch fenterce cannot be reviev.cd but by 
■he tedious mode of an appeal to his majelly in 
council. 

The committe.e fubmit, whether courts thus 
conftituted, be confided as free and independent 
judicatures, in any cafe where the company is a 
party, or where any member of the council is 
profecuted on a criminal charge. 

. That although thefo courts, at icaft with re- 
fpe£t to Europeans^ are bound to judge according 
to the laws of England, jet the judges of thefe 
courts* are not required to be, 9nd m fadt, have 
never been, perfons educated in, the knowledge of 
thofe laws by which they muft decide ; but that 
any junior fervants of the company arc fclcdbcd 
for thefe important trulls, aftedting the property, 
the liberty, an# the lives, of his majclly*s fubjciSs 
jn Bengal. 

It appears to the committee, that the judges of 
thefe courts are juftly fenfibleof their own defioi- 
ency of knowledge in the laws of England ; and 
'that therefore they, as well as the prefident • and 
council, have fufficiently applied to the court of 
diredtors, to Uy particular points, refpe^ing their 
jurifdiftion, before council, and to tranfmit the 
opinions of fuch council, to be the guide of their 
cqnduft. Some inftances qf this kind have been 
la^d before the committee, upon doubts tefpecb- 
h'gthetr ecclehalbcai and alfo their criminal jurif- 
didVjon I particularly whether the charters allowed 
them to take cognizance of murders, robberies, 
' and 
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and other crimes, committed by Europeans, not 
immedlatcli’ under the company’s flag. , , 

Mr.^RuiTell informed the committee^ that he 
believed there are one or two perfons now in con- 
finement, upon the charge of offences committed 
beyond the limits defertbed in the charter^ of ‘juf- 
ticp, whofe trial « prevented, from doubts anfing 
with refpedi: to the powers conveyed by* the 
charters. . ■ , 

That whatever doubts hav5 been entertained in 
Bengal on this fubjed", it is clear, by, the ,very 
terms of the charter of jullice, that the juVifdic- 
tion of the court of oyer and terminer, an4 
delivery, is reftcaiitcd . to offences committed 
within the town or diflrid of Caicutta, antj its 
fubordinate fadories : the confequenceof this, in 
th^ prWeiit fituation of Bengal, is, that there are 
many of his majefty’s fiibjeas, refidlng in Bengal, 
neither under. the''protedion, nor the contrdul of 
the laws of England, nor amenable tOjihe cri- 
minal judicatures qf the country. 

Of the Provifions for_Profecutions,in England. 

The committee now proceed, in purfuance of 
their j)lan, toftate tothchoufe fuch' provifions, as 
have been made by law for' the trial and pu- 
niflnncnt in England of offences committed bv 
the company’s fervants Tn Bengal; to fpecify' in. 
what^ inftanccs thefe provisions have been at- 
tempted to be earned into execution, with the 
lefulc of the proceedings ; and to fubtpic'to the 
coi)fidcr.ttion of* the houfe Some circumflanccs, 
which appear to the committee greatly to ohflrucl 
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thepflicacy of any^ remedy in England^, as the k\/' 
on ihatfuBjeil is "now conftituced. 

The coinmitcee find, that by art aft pafled in 
the twenty-feventh of George the Second, intituled'^ 
An Aft forpunilhingmnnny anddefert-^ortof offi-’ 
cers and foldiers in the feryice of the united com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft' Indies, and for the pumihment of offences 
committed in thcEaft Indies, or at the iffaitd of ^ 
Saint Helepa, it is provided. That if an^ ''of thtf 
company's prefidents or council at any 'of cheif 
principal' fcttleraents, or their governor or coun- 
cil ar theifland of Saint Helenaj ihallj after ^ 
25th of March,' 17/4/ bfe guilty of oppreffing any' 
tit hfs' majefty's fubjefts' within their refpeftue , 
jurifdiftions brcom'raartds, or of anyothef cruntf 
or dffence contrary to the laws of that part of Great 
Britain, called Englathl^ or’ Cilforcc within their 
refpcftit^ejurirdlftioriv Of Commands-, fu^ oppref- 
fions, 'crimes, of offences^ may be enquired of, 
heard, and determined,* in his majefty^s court of 
King’s-Bench, within the part of Great Britain, 
called England, or before fuch commifiiQiiets,‘ 
andiufuch county of ^batpatt of Gieac**Britain, 
called England^ as ffiill be affigned by his ma- 
jcfty’scommiifionj and by good and lawful men 
, of the lame" county ; and that fuch puniffiraents 
lhallbeinfiifted on luch bffeuders as are ufually 
affliftcd for offences of the like nature, conlmitcctT 
in England.” ’ ' ' 

^ And tire committee find, that by art aft paffed • 
in the tenth year of KU prefent majefty, intituled 
“ An Aft for the better regulating/ perfons em- 
ployed in thcferticC of the Eaft-Incha company, 
Voi.. IV^ ^ P P and. 
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and forxrthcr' pcrfons thercin;mcniionec},*itIs an* 
uc-tcd, That it* any perfoavcmploycd' in thcfcr,- 
vice of the ccinpauyp in any civil or mUitary.lld; 
lion on oitice,' or claiming any power, -autboriry, 
or jurifdiclion, from the laid compaiiy, lhaU,j af- 
ter ihc paflln" of this act,', be guilty ofiopprt^ng 
any of bis majelly*s fubjccts, orin -the c^'crcifc.□f 
fucb employments, or authority,'fl5all bc.-guilty 
of any other crime or oficncc, *fuch i oppeeffions, 
crimes, and olTcnccs,. lliall, and maybe, enquired 
of, heard,, and determined, in his majefty’s court 
of Kicg’s-Bcnch, in.England ; and that fuch pu- 
ntflimcnts fliall be inllided on. ■•fuch oilenders, 
as arc ufually in^ided for. oHences, o£. the like 
nature, commuted in England-; and ihet>-'tll of- 
fences againft this. ad may be alledgcd to be com- 
npttcd, and may be laid, enquired of, and tried, 
in the county of Middlefcx.” • > 

The committee, examined Mr. NulhalL' (nho 
has been fifteen, years foUciicr to the company) 
l^huthe^, during this time, there were any," sod 
what inrtanccs of profecutions ordered by. the ge- 
neral court, or court ofdircdors,. againft any of 
their fervants, for mUcouduCt in I.ulia'; and.pac- 
lii-ularly, whether there where any, .and. what, 
iiidanccsof crimiaal prcfccunoas founded on the 
ahuvc-meuiione*! claufes. . Heintbrmed the com- 
nultcc, iliathekne^ no iidkancc of anv criminal 
profccution brought or ordered upon cither of the 
ahovc-mcmioned claufes, and ih.u he hadkny.^is 
only tno inllanccv of a>iy> profccution ordered 
si'aiuil an) of the company*> fcrvanis, on aca)unt 
ot tnifeondu^ in India, by the general court, .or 
court ot director j. .That one of ihofcMvas a hill 
filed in Trinity term, 1766, by order of the couft. 
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o£,dircftors, upon'^thc. opinion* o? tbc attorney- 
general and company's ^council, againll Meiirs. 
Johnfton,‘Leyccftcr,' Burdcll, Senior, and Grey, 
for an account and ‘payment to the company of 
divers large fums of money, jewels, land other 
luable things, obtained from'fhc nabob and lus 
ridnifters, under the denommatioa of pfcfencs,*ia 
breach of their tiovcnancs \uth the company ; -that 
after the defendant, Johnfton, had obtained fcN c- 
raf orders for time to anfwcr, and ibcibre any of 
thedefendancs had put in their anfwcrs, the gene- 
ral court,', on the 6rh *of May, 1767, refoTved, 
That the various proflcutions commenced by or- 
der of the court at dlrcdors, in^the" name of the 
Eaft-India company, againft their former fer\ants 
in Bengal, and aifo all attachments ordered ngainft 
the eftefis of/ fuch fervatus, on account ot pre- 
fents tcccived before figning the covenants^ on the 
9th of May, '176^, bedifeharged. > 

. That the other cafe was an infonnation in the 
exchequer, at the fuitof the attorney-general, on 
relation of the company, agamft Mr. Bolts (who 
had been a fervant of the company atvBcngal, and ■ 
after his refignaiion continued an alderman of the 
mayor’s court) for a difeoveryand account of il- 
‘licic trade carried ombyhlm in the Eafti Indies, 
after he had refigned' the company’s Tervice, and 
of the gains made thereby, and that he might be 
decreed to pay the'eompany after the rate ot thirty 
per.ccnt. according to the ftatutc of the feventh of 
George the Firdr f That the defend? nc put in^^ a 
plea attd demuner to the information, infifting, 
that he was an alien by birth, and' having been 
naturalized, was' not coropellablc'by law to make 

any 
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^nyanfwerto the information ; that his plea and 
demurrcrwere argued before the court in Trinity 
term, 1772; that the court over-ruled the pica 
and demurrer, and ordered the defeudaoL to an- 
fvverthe luformation; that the defendant has 'ap- 
pealed to the Houfe of Lords, and. that this ap- 
peal was Hill there depending, -i ' > 

The coniniittce further aiked .Nutball, 
whether there werc^ any, and what fuits or pro 
fecutiens ordered by the court of dirc&ors againft 
any of their fervants in India, not yet contmenced; 

Nuthall informed the committee, that in Fe^ 
bruary laft, he received orders from the court ofdi- 
Tcilors to profecute Lord CUv c, and a great num- 
ber of gentlemen, who had been in the company’s 
fcrvice in India, to rccoi-crTery confidcrable fums 
claimed to be due from them to the company^ on 
account of the duties on fair, bcetle-nut,"andIto* 
bacco, and which it was -the opinion of their 
council were recoverable; - ' j ' , 

To procecd.againft Lord Clive to recover a de- 
mand of one ^ per cent, on the net dewanuec reve* 
nues of Bengal, which his lordftiipreCeived by ^ay 
of comraifiion,as prefidentof ForttWilliani, for le- 
veral months after he bad quitted that prefidcncy, 
and alfoagainftMr.VcrcIllinrcfpcft of thejeomnuf- 
Hpn of the faid revenues, received by him w ben be 
was prcfident atTortAVilliam, and to profccuic 
let cral other perfons who had been in the com- 
pany’s fcr\icc, on w hem the company were ad-* 
vifcd they had demands, on account of the inaba- . 
ture tax m Bengal ; .Thac three bills, m equity, 
have been prepared againll a great number of dc- 
fc/pcdtitigchccmdcsntiduti,cs.o£i /a/r ;/ 
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^nd agaInftXord Clive-and Mr. Verelft feiiarately, 
to recover rhe company's demands refpe^ingithe 
commiflion; on the revenues ; that thole,, bills 
havebcen perufed audi figned.hy company’s 
council, tarid that fair copies were iiumediately to 
be.laid before Mr. Attorney General, fqr his ap- 
probation, before they arc filed. That , bill is 
hkewifc no\vbeforcthc company's council, againft 
a great number of perfons, for rccavety of feve- 
Tai large fumsof money, received by them under 
colour of ihcimahatuc«M:ax ; and thaUthefc nill be 
filed^ wnth all poiSble e>.pediuon, as rl^on as 
It has'been approved of by the company’s coun- 
I cil and Mr. Attorney General, before whom that 
hill is aJfo dire«5^ed fo be laid* ^ ^ < 

-Thci comtaictee examined feverahof thawit- 
nefTes, who were beft acquainted with Bengal, , 
Whether it was polBble to bring natives frorn 
that country to England, «to give itheir telhmony 
in any profccution or fuit.to be commenced here 
for matters done or arifing in Bengal ; and were 
informed, byhll the witnefles who^fpoke to this 
point, that though they knew no ,obAtudtion to 
the bringing over Mahontetan witneffes, but the 
length and cxpencc of the voyage, they cqnfi- 
dcrcditj.is abfolutely impoflible to bring c them 
over any witnefies of the Gentoo religion, it being 
one of the cftabhfhed principles of thu religion, 
that water isfacred, and that to defile ihatelcincnc 
(which according to their notion is done, by many 
ur.a.oidablc afts) is a protanacion, for which,'^ 
any pcifon lb offending ihall forfeit his caft ; ichac 
il any Gemoo could be prevailed upon to ci ofs tho 
fcas in order to come.to EngUi^dy they muA nc- 
‘ , ceflarily 
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ceffarily be petfons deftitute of theii principles 
which tlicy arc taught by their prQfefliion* to’re* 
^ere, and tkerctore unworthy to receive ctedit4i 
witnefles. i < - ‘ ^ 

The committee alfo obferve, that in many 
cafeSj^w hicnjuiglic be proper fubjeft of'prolcou* 
tion in this country^ the tcftiraony of Bnidh 
fubjetls, or other Europeans rcfiding in Bengal 
may bemecelTar), and that the dufficulty and ci- 
pence of bringing over thefe, or any’witneflcs, 
feems alnioft an mfurmountableoblirudiion to the 
ufe .md >cSlcacy of th^ fljtutes, allotvingprofecu- 
tions in England tor offences committed in India » 
and that the fame circumftances equally obfttuft 
the attainment ofjuftice'by civil aflion of anyua* 
tutc,r/or any injury, or demand, atifing in that 
countrv'. . - .(•.<! 

. The cotnmittee muft further 'remark, that ihfi 
power e'xtrcifcd by the general "'court, of'pn*nng 
a flop to profccutions ordered’’ by the court ofdi* 
rcflors, inav tend greatly to defear the efficac) of 
the ffatutes, as the perfon charged/-:- crpeciall/ 
vyberc he is or has been many conlidcrable ftation 
in the company’s fcrvicc, may have it in his po'V' 
cr, by thaonanagemeot of his friendsf to contrive 
at fomc time or other, by a majority of a general 
court, to put a Hop to the intending or depending 
profecutmn. . ’ . i . < * > 

- The , committee have now fubmitted to 
houfe all the materials they have been able to,c*jir 
jedbuponthe fubjeft of the prefent date of judica- 
ture at^engaJ, andBabar. in tiic courfe of thatca* 
qujTvy they were led mio Ibme qutllions rditlvc 
toihcraicof intereftallowcdui the courts of 

coun« 
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propofition of.thcjpropofed regulations^ 
tran&mtcejifrom5engaltothc court of dire^lorsat- 
terilacing, tliattheraKs of jntereft hitherto autbb 
nfcd b) cuftotU/ having mounted to the moft exor 
bitantufury, the following rates are nowcllabh^i- 
eci to be Tcceu cd and paid, as well for pad deotsr 
as on future loans on monej , vi 7 one fuiu not ex- 
ceeding one hundred rupees principal, an mtereft 
of three rupees per annus per cent per me^femi 
oi half an anna in the rupee , od iums abo^e^ooe 
hundred rupees principal, an intireft of two ru- 
pees per cent per menlem , the principal apd jp 
tereft to be difcharged according CQ the condition 
of the bond, and all compound intered arifing 
from an intermediate adjudmenr of accounts, to 
be deemed unlawful, and prohibited. When 
a debt is fued for upon a bond, which 
formed to fpecify a lughef intercd thqn,the effa' 
bhlhed rates, the mtereft lhall be uhollj prfeued 
unto the debtor, and the principal only recover- 
able , ai^d that all attempts to elude this laW, By 
dedudtions from the original loan^ und“r whatever 
denomination, Ihalll be punifhed by a mofcty of 
amount of the bond to government^ and thci^thef 
half to the debtor 

But the committee are inclined to think, that 
the faid regulations point at fuch extortions zt 
particularly appear m Afurfliadabad confultations 
of the 1 8th of February, 1772, (of which fomd 
account was given in a former report of the com 
mirttc) cdntannng evidence given b) fundrygen- 
toos on oath, rclativetothe mtereft of money in 
the province of Rungpore, m Bengal, from 

whence 
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whence the committee^ collcft, that though the fa- 
mily of tne Scats, and others, hatLiaheh, for mo- 
ney lent, by them, intereft to tht, amount of three 
percent or perhaps in fnme cafes, ^threc and ahiff 
p'^r cenr. per annum obligation to pay five per 
cert, per jr-'um have been there exacted, arcl 
tre borrower compelled to pay the fame, bccaulc 
thofe had be'-n accuftom-d to lend at a lower rate 
now rtfufed to foppl) theniwuh money, alledgmg 
that if they attempted ''to tecover their hnn from 
the ^zemindars, fuch attempts would be fruftraied 
by thd ^ower of the pcrlons lending at fit c per cenr. 

And from the lame evidence, tin- commttcei find, 
lhac even ifter an agreement to pi) five per ednr. 
the dehcors'have been aifhtally obliged to pay four- 
teen per rent? and as tljcfe cxtdri ors have probi- 
biy^iot been Confined to the province ot iiungpore, 
the comnii'tec think it the more likely il do regu- ' 
lations'^ jull fiatedj to have been made \ ith a vi-vv 
to reprcls’thc fame, i> evidently meonhfient with 
the propriety' of thc^ country , ami highl) detrimen- 
tal loj^hc revenue received by the Companv 

T he comrnKtec^have^ihus reported all rhrv have 
fodnti material irt-ihe books and eorrelpondcnce tf* 
the company, or ip any evidence laid Gefb-e ihem, 
concerning the judicaturcti of B ngal I hey invc 
made ^ confidcrable progrets lU their export Con- 
cerning the conduct of the comnauv’v fervams 
in India, m drawing tbu bills which were accepted 
b**twccji the firll day of March, one thoufaiid fc- 
ven hundred'and Icventy dne, hnd i:hefir(t day of 
Mat^, one^houfand fdven hundred and fevtniy 
tw^ and concerning the conduct of the company 
in England after the receipt of them , and the com 
muteewiU report, with as much expedition as pof- 
VoL. lY, r,bl„^ 
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fiWo, uhat thc7 find material with rePpcil: to thia 
and the o:h»r objtdt of this‘cnquir/. ‘ ' 

/ i ^ 1 

Copy of the fortieth paraj»nph of the letter from 
ihegoternor and Council in Bengal, for liiedc* 
pircment of the revenue*:, to the court of dilcc* 
tors, dated 3d November 1772. 1 ■ 


“ The mare regular admmdlrarion of jufticc ns 
deliberated on by tl e coiimuttcc of circuit, and a 
plan was formed by then', which afttrwirds nritt 
v/ith our approbation We cannot give you a bet- 
ter idea of the grounds on uhicli it was framed, 
then by reftfrirg jou to a copy of ir, together \vi(h 
«L letter from the committee 10 the board on this 
cccalion , borli of which make numbers m tlis 
p-ckar, end ne earntllly recommend thcmtoyjur 
poruial, requ.fiing robe afliftcnl with fOchforthtf 
orders and mftrutboi s thereon, as they may re- 
quire, for completing the fyfttm \\c havetliustn- 
deivourcd to cdablini. on the moft equitable, f> 
hd and permanent footing. Wc hope they w iH be 
read with tl at indulgence, which, wcart Imn bly 
of opinion, IS due to a woric of tins hirtl, uixkr- 
tar^^n on the plain princiolts of c^pcneacc am! 
common obfervation, without the ad\3nnge? w Tch 
an intimate krovvltdgc of thu theory cf law ini^ht 
ia\e offered us , wc have cndeavi'urcd to arlnp 
our regulijnons to the maontr:, ami undcnlftnl1l'■^» 
or the pcopiv, and ixigencts of the co-rtry, a-he- 
ring as clultly aswearc abV, to tJuir art vnt 
gos and conlhtuioa,. Jt will be Pi'l i 
'^fP'bsv.c rtar. b fore they can be ihrr 
V ‘'hal.incU tiiri/ugh-uc the pros. nccs, but wc 
' lh‘l 
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rttali thintc our labours amply^rcconipenced, ifthcj^ 
meetwitlv yourapprob'iuoa, and aru procludlive of 
ths good tffefts wu had m view.” 

Copy of a Icf^er frpm tl»c committee of council to 
_,the council at ^‘irc WiUiam, datdd Cofiimbuzar 
the i5ih of ApriU >772 

In the copy of our proceedings, which accom- 
panied ouri letter of the aSth ultimo, wc intimated 
our intentions of communicating to you. our fenti- 
mentsini} future addrefs, upon tbi^fubjcdtof thema- 
giftracy of this province, which, thoughan appen- 
dage of the nazimur, we coo/idcred as not ntcclla- 
rily connected with the propolitions which uerecnen 
rcfommended to your attention, and of too mucli 
ipappftapcc to be lightly ot only occnfionall^ treatsd* 
We now tranfmic to you the rcfult of our deliba- 
rationsson 4his rucijc(ft, in the inclofcd paper, intt- 
tuUd« “ 4. plan lor the ^dminiHration of juftice * , 
ani if H meet \^un your approbauoQ, wilhto 
receive your i,nf^ruftion 5 for cariyipg u into imme- 
di te execution i 

Tir the information of our 1 onourable empfoj-= 
ersj It may be ncceflirv to premift, wine you i\ill 
readily perceive, that in formng the mclofcd plan, 
v^c have confined oo'lcWi;^ with a fcrupulous ex- 
aiiVrcfs to the conftiiui oml terms of judicature, al 
ready cftabUfticd in this province, which are not 
only fuch as \/e thiiiL in ourleiycs beft calculated 
for expediting the cauife of jufttcc, by fuch as ate 
beft adapted to tnc undertak ngs of the people* 
Where we iha\l appear to ba/c deviated in any re- 
fped from the Wn^wn formsj our inccnlions ha, 
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^hojf<Jar is the officer of 'the police, the 
judoe of all crimes not capital ; the proofs ofahefe 
laftrarc taken befoie him, and reported to chena- 
2im for hisjudgment and fentence u]wn them. / 
Thccazeeis the judge of all claims of inheri- 
tance or fucceffion ; he alfo performs the ceremo- 
nies of weddings, circumcifion and funerals. 

'1 he mohtefilu has cognizance of dninkennefs, 
and of the vending Of fpintous liquors and intoxica- 
ting drugs, and the examination of filfc' weights 
aiidmeafurcs. ' ' ^ 

ji -The mufftce is the expounder of the law. 

Memorandum.' The cazee is afilded by the 
''tnuftee and mohtefile in his come. After hearing 
the parties and evidences, *thc ^muftcc writer thu 
fetewa, or the law applicable to the cafe in qucflion, 
c and the cazee- pronounces judgment accordingly. 
If either the cazee or mohtciile difapproves of the 
feit\va,^the*caufe is* referred to the nazim, who 
fummons chejilafs, or general .ifiVmbly, confifting 
of'thc cazee, 6cc, and all the learned inithe.law, 
to meetand decide upon it, Thisdccilion is final. 

The canongos arc the rcglflerS' of the lands. 
They have no authority J »but caufes of lands arc 
often refeired to them fordccifion, by the nazim, 
or d^wan, or darogo^of the dcwaances. J . 

Thecottvall is the peace-officer of the nighr, 
depcadcnc on the phouzdary. From ithis dift it 
-will appear, that there are three courts properly 
rfor the decifion of civil caufes (the canongos bc- 
-ing only m^idc arbitrators fby reference from the 
other courts) and one for the police and criminal 
'matters. ' The authority of the mohtefile ml the 
latter being too confined to be cjjnfidercd as an ex- 
ception ; 
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ceptlon; yet, asall dcfcaivcinftitutions/pnn.de* 
generate, by ufc, in that form to which they arc 
inclined, by the unequal prcvalcnccof their corn- 
ponent parts ; fo thefc courts arc never knovvi} tp 
adhere to their preferibed bounds, but when rc- 
llraincd liy the vigilance of awiftr rule thaqcont- 
monly falls to the lot of dcfpotic flatcs; stall 
other times, not only the civ;l_ courts encroach 
on etch other’s authority, but both civil ?nd erj* 
minal often take cognizance of the fame fubjefts ; 
or their potvcis gradually becomes t>c3k and oh* 
folcte,. through their own abufes, 'and the ufurpa* 
tions of influence* For many > cars , palh the da* 
roges of the Adawlct al Aalca, and of ,tlic dc* 
wannee, have been confidcred as, judges of, the 
fame enufes, witethcr of real or pcrfonal property j 
and the parties have made their application tp 
chance, caprice, intcfcll, or the fupcfior weight 
and authority of either, directed thcic choice. At 
prefent, from obvious caufes, thct ,dcwi\tuuc 
udawict is in cflccl the only tribunal, the adaiylyt 
al Aalca, or llijC court of thenazim, cxilliogopl/ 
in the name. ‘ 

♦ It niufl ho.vcvcr be remarked, in exceptions to 
the above, aflertions, that the phouzd-ry being a 
finglc judicature, and the objects of it clearly d;.* 
Cgntd, it is feldom kno.vn but in ti;'.;c yt anar* 
chy, to encroach no the u\il power, or Infc 
much of itj own authority; ihig, hp\>evcrj I* 
much the cafe at prefenr. 

The court in v/hicH the cazee prefidcs, feems 
to be formed on uif«.r maxims, and even on more 
enlarged ideas of juftlcc and civil bbetiy, )hait 
• . . 
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Sire coujnion^to the dcfpotic notions of Indian go- 
verntne^^, ' . 

They mufl be nnanimous In their judgment, or 
the cafe is referred in courfc to the general alJem- 
hly; but the intention of this reference is' de- 
feated, by the importance which is given to it, 
and the unfurmountablc difficulties attending the 
ufeufit. Few cafes of difpuicd inheritance will 
happen,' in which the opinions of three indepen- 
dent judges Ihall be* found’to concur. There is, 
therefore, a neceOity, either that one ffiall over- 
rule the other two, which' defiroys the purpofe of 
their appointment, of that daily appeals innft be 
•made to the nazim,'and his warrant ilfued to 
fummon all learned in the law, from their homes, 
•their ftudlcs, andmeceffary occupations, to form 
a tumultuous aflemblv, to hear and give judg- 
ment upon them. The confequcnce’is, that the 
gtpcral aflcnjbly is rarely 'held, and only omoc- 
cafions which acquire their impoi ranee, form that 
of the parties, rather than from tlie nicety of the- 
cifeicfclf. The cazee, therefore,' either advifes 
with his colleagues in his own particular court*, 
and gives judgment-according to his own opinion, 
oc more fiequcntly decides without their dfliflance . 
or prclence.’ ’ ‘ ' ■ 

Another great and capital defeft in thefe courts 
isthewant ofa fubftitutcorfubordiincdjurifdic- 
tion fot’the'didributioil of juftice in fuch parts of 
the p^ro%incc as ho out of their reach, which in 
cuectconiihesthciropcrations m a circle, extehd- 
ihg'a very fmall diftance beyond tne bounds of 
the- city of Murlhadabad. THU indeed is not uhi- 
Verfaily the cafe j but perhaps it will not be diffi- 
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cult to pro\ e the exceptions to be an accumulation 
of the grievance , fince it is true, that the courts 
of adawlet are open to the coiuplamts of all men, 
}ctirisonl) the rich or the vagabond part of the 
people who can afford to travel fo far forjuftia, 
and if the induflnoui labourer IS called from the 
farthermoft part of the province to anfivcr their 
complaints, and mic the tedious procefs of the 
courts, to which they are thus made nmenabl'', 
the confequenqes in many cafps will b? nio/c 
rusnousand oppreflivc, tian'^an arbitrary decifioji 
could be, if paired a^tnft tliem v itboUv ?ny 1? v 
or procefs whatever. ^ > v 

This defcdl is nor, howe\cr, Icfi: abfolupelj 
without -a remedy, the 2 ?rmr\da^^, j farmers, 
fliicdars, and other officers of i the reiienue^ af 
lutning that power for which no provifion is iqade 
by the laws qf the land, but which, m whatcvft 
manner it' is exercifed, is preferable ^o a 
anarchy 'It will however be obvious, tliac the i 
jud cial authoun , lodged in the ifandj of mqn 
who ’gain their livelihood ^b^ the promts qn^tliv 
colledticns ot the revenue, muft uinvoidahl/ he 
converted to fourccs of private emolument,, and, 
in cffcdir the greateft oppreflinns of the inhabitanis 
'owe the r origin to their necclfar) evil , ihe razes 
has alfo his fubftuutc tn the diftridts, but tbeiri 
poWers art too limucd to be of general uj" , ard 
the powttfiwhich iley afiunm being warnuted hv 
no lawful commilTon, but depending on their i vii 
plcature or the ability of thu peopU to coaivlt 
tiem, IS alfo an oppreffion 
I roll! this variety of materials, w? have end?a 
voured to form tht plan of a mole complete, hut 
more cxtcnfivefyftemof judicature, by conlhiuimg 

two 
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hvo rcipenor-cbbfts'at fliV capital;' the oneebriipo- 
lVd''or'thfe'"bmtcd 'hwgillracy 'of thc\. adawlac al, , 
4ialeaf‘the adawTet ilewannec/ aod 'the cazee (or 
caaee’s'oflice) for IhVdecifiori of cKdl caufes; the . 
Dihef cbrrcfppriding to the., pKouzdarVee, ’for. the', 
trial ’of ''■'criminM cafes*’ V- To preyetit,’ the labufe of ^ 
the' flower vefted mlthere'courts^and to give autho-.- 
rkyvid ■theif-’.dccreesV’ each'.-inftpad of a'.fingle..^ 
judgoi' is’rnade to confift of (everal r^mbers and _ 
their enqumes are' to be ’conduced/ under’ the in- , 
fpcdttoh ah’d'fanftibn of the fupremc adminiftratipn. . , 
Td render the^diftiibrnida of jufticc equal in cyc'rjr\,, 
part of the province, but inferior* courts a^e 

41 fb''proppred' for eadt lepcrate 'and' ac- ,, 

countable' tO'tKe'fuperlor. '-'The ufufped.posy’crof ■ , 
the 'ofHceR’qfdhe coUeifllonsi ‘and of ■ ihe'creditors,.,] 
over' die'peribns'of ' dicir debtors,' .is .abpliQiedi^ jr „ 
Tije’ jpdkia('authqmyi’\vhich,^ by. .ih"? 'tenth" re? 
gulatlbajis^fttll aUbw^'.tq tfie fafWts of) the reve-,', 
nue; Jsa fingleexceptipn lo'iHe general, rule, .\yHich,,' 
we'harc Jiid'down^ of cbnfihing.fuch powers’to the • 
t'VQcQujrtSjOf’Adawlct j^but as this is.teftn^ed^ to 
, cafes 9f'property‘^ndcJex(icedin'g ten, | rupees,, and" 

35 they |haV6'‘nbYbwcT.qf'm(li(lmg.'puni(hmenr^, 
or le^'in’g fin^s‘,’*wc thinlc/ad’U^ .ufe, is tipt,Ul:eIy to 
beniade“of fq'ihcp'nfidcrjiblc^a priyilegej'efpecially^ 
\l}®y.th^rnftlvcV''a'p amenable, to the courts of'^ 
]uftice,'wiilch \vUi bc^alw?ys^rcadyj'cb.receiye cotji- 
plaints agalnrt them';' ana w^e'fucH .^eans of dc- 
ciaidg tricing' diipiuies'bf ihcj*ryoits,upon the- 
fpofis abfoWcly'''neceflary,^as\thcy, cannot afford,,^ 
■ I'or ought tobe^allowed^on eve^'y.niqtual difasree^ 
mentj, to travel to’'tKe'fuddy^ cuVchcVry- for juftice. , 
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1 Thcdfiteflabic ind unsLilurifed exailions oft^^ 
phouzJar court, >\ih»ch pad. us exadt imitaiors^n e;e* 
ry farrocr -and aurrul of the province, under cue de 
normraucn of b-.zec jumma, ha\e been prohib ted^ 
conformable to the wile and humane conjurcliors 
ofi our honourable iradcrs , who, ‘from the' fame 
fpintjof equity, have renounced the right hitherio 
exercifed by country government, and authori'lii 
by the, nuhomstan law, to a commilTion^on the a* 
mount of all the debts, and on. the value of all pro 
prrty recovered by the decrees of us courts j, a 
praftice tepugnapt to every prmcipti of juflice, 
and It makes the magiftraie a party m iH- c«ufc cn 
winch he decides, and becomes a legal \iohfon pf 
the rights of private property commiiictl by ths 
^power which fhould prcicA and fecureir.j , 

,(j It has alfo been our atm to teqdcr the accefs oE 
jultice as cafy as poHible. , 

By keeping cxadl/ccords of all judicial pfoceeil* 
ings, u IS hoped that ihclc mfluutions, if fhe) t8- 
ceivc the laacUoti of your approbation, wiil rc- 
niam free from thcncglccls and charges to which 
they would be liable from a Ids ftcqocnc JO' 
fpcAion I * 

Wc have judged it neceflaryto propole fomeex* 
ccptions to the order of ihc court ofjdirtclor*, fyt 
the total abolition of fines m the court ot plouz* 
darree. All offences arc not punillnblc flnfc^r 
ard to fcntcncc men of a certain rank in lilu, o. cf 
a fupenorcs% to fuch a public difgrace, 
exceed the p-oporiioa of tJn. oPence, "nl 
the punifhn err to all tlic rcLt ons ar 1 rorrccn'’J * 
of til. delinquent; to fufftr him tn 
tal im^utuv, would be anVjuflice in the other vx- 
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rime : m,-,foch,a', cafe, there is but, the middle 
'iy'. -wiiich w c tan' adopt with an equal ' regard ' to. 
\i’f{nrU'cif our fupcrior’s commands and the rights 
f jLift’icei ’that'is/by'dovying the fine lippn the 
ffl'odsfV and'convcrilniir it‘io a’reparatlon> ofi'-ihe 

I ' ’ ‘ 

Our motives for the* abolition of the,. fees .of - the 
aze'es and- muftees,’’' will beft' appear in' the,foUow- 
of 'a' minuic' of 'Our. proceedings- at 
wdl^in'Nagari' rbUiIng‘'to ' the’ rax on marriages'; 
/{iich we forbad' to levy any longer.'’ Convinced of 
he-'perniciouV effedts ‘of’ fd impolitic a tax, ' we 
irdpofe ‘id 'grant the lame exemption'' to the other 
litlriiStSi’fubjetfstb our diredtion'and fubmit to your 
‘pnfidcfauon,'nvhether’it'‘will- not' be proper^ to 
hake it geheraVihcoug^hout the ■ province; ' ' 

The fee's'df thc^cazccVati’d muiieerhave .always 
procured a' Heavy grievance ^td the poor; and ‘an im- 
pediment fo martlage. .InftahcVi'have bcen ijubted 
i)rmen'of'’’fdrt^ 'apd fiftyycatsiof agei-who' hav- 
ing' led a Ufc’br'cMibicyi' a'vailcd’tHcrrifelv’es qf-the 
ckeiuptioh of the 'nabob* hffeer CoffinS^aboui 1763, 
to enter , ih to' a‘|’lU'tev from which; they Had been'be- 
forepreclhdcdTolclyby the’waht 'of means to fup- 
port,the'various cxpynces sttending if, 

■ Extract of ' the proceedings of the -committee at 
I ' Kvfiian'Nagar; dated JohctSy'iyyif '■'/ 

^ “ Thc'ccllci^br'cxplains'the'cullom brr marriage . 
to be a tax levied by 'government, ‘at the* variable 
rate of three rupees cjgh't'annces;. ahd'four rupees 
fourannecs each. Xhcrc’arc bcfidcs; fees paid to • 
- lhcca:^cos and'mufit<J^:*ihe\fufmcr leceivc’ffom 
’ * ■ ' the 
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t^e principal inhabitants two rupees, from ihefe* 
tond clafs one rupee eij^ht anrees , ^nd from ih(j 
loweft clafs, one rupee The fees of the-uiuuccs 
are received from the maflerans and oiher people, 
who officiate at the iedival , fo that on the whole, 
the fees of marriage ma) be cftinntcd at fix rupees 
for each, cxclufive of the dues or voluntary bcai> 
facflions of ihs Gentoos to ihcir Bramins 

The committep arc of opinion, and rcfolye ac- 
cordingly,, that all the fees and ta^cs of ilus aiu- 
cle, which produce a revenue to govp/nincnr, be 
aboliJhed^ as tending todilcourage population, an 
objedt at al| times of importance to govorpment , 
bu rnorc cfp-cully at this time, from the grCiC 
inhabiunts, which the country hasfurtamed 
by ire late famine, and the mortalitv which fo’- 
k f farther of opinion, that the 

aboiiffiing'of the fees to the cazee and inufiee, will 
anofdacrcat relief to the inhabu;3nis, as itwdicot 
onlyafafolvc them from the fees ihemfehes, but 
alio from the cficifls of the opprcffivci mode in 
which thefc dues arc exacted, i 

Wc hayc judged itnwccflary to add tp the regu- 
Jations, wiihrefpea to the courts of phQUzdaiitc,a 
propofal for the fupprefilion and cxlupatipn of dc- 
coils, which will appear to be dicl^tcd by a fpnic 
o rigour and violence, very dilFurtnc from the 
camion and lenity of our othir nropcfifions, as it 
invnjvcs in fomc rcfpefls, the innocent vyith the 
"jffi a miUcr c'tp dientcouH Ufvg- 
gffted, buewe much /tor, that this evil has ac- 
quired a great degree of its firength, from the ten- 

ctcri efsani mcdcraiipn which ou. eovergment has 
cxcrcifcd to vards theft blnditti, fiucc it h-s m c*- 

fered 
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feted in the internal proicdnon of the provinces. We 
confefs, that the means which we propofe, can m 
no Wife be reconcilable to the Ipint of our own con- 
ftiiution , but till that of Bengal (ball attain the 
(amc perfection, no concloHon can bcMrawn from 
the ^ngliJh law, that can be properly applied to 
the mani^ers oc lUte of thi? country The decoiU 
of Bengal are notlikw the robbers m England , in- 
dividuals driven to fuch defperate courfes by fud- 
den want, 1 hey are robbers by profeOion, and 
even by birth , they are formed into regular com- 
munities, andithcir iamihes fubfift^by the fpojls 
which they bring homel to them , they arc all 
therefore alike ctiminal , wretches wh6 have pla- 
ced thcmfttlvea in a ftate of declared wac agamft. 
government, and arc wholly excluded from the 
benefit df Its laws We have many inftancei of 
their meeting death with the gtcaieft luf-nfibilitv , 

It lofes therefore its cfiedt as an example , but 
when executed in all the forms and rerrors of law,’ 
in the midlt of the neighbours and relation? of the 
criminals when thefe arc treated as acccflanes to 
his gOilt,' and* his family deprived of their liberty, 
and feperated for ever from each other , every paC 
(ion w hich before fersedcf an incentive to guilt, 
now becomes fubferv lent to the purpofes of fociety, 
by turning them from avocation, in which all they 
hold dear befidcs, life becomes forfeited by their 
conviiftion , at the fame time their families, inftead 
of being loft to the community are made uieful 
members of "it, by being adopted into thofe of the 
moft civilized inhabitants. The ideas of flavery^,'* 
borrowed from our American colonie'i, will make 
every modification of it appear in the eyes of oUr* 

own 
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own counlrymsn in England, a dreadful evil : but 
it 15 far otherwife in this country ; here fiaves are 
treated as the children of the families to which they 
belong, and oltcn acquire a much happier flute by 
their flavery, than they could have hoped for by the 
enjoyment of liberty ; fb that in effeft the apparent 
rigour they exercifeii on the children of convicted 
robbers, will be no'morethan a cliangc of condi- 
tion, by which they will be no fufferers; though i? 
will operate as a warning on qthers, and is the oply 
means, which we can imagine capable of difilpa- 
tlng thofc tjefperate and abandoned fociciics, which 
fubfUl on the diftrefsof the general cemmonitj. , 

• According to the new plan for tbs adminiflra- 
tion of jufticc, tw 0 courts of judicature h av c been 
cflabliilKd in each dllUiCl, one for the cognizance 
of civil cauf.s, ihcotlicr for the tiial of all crimes 
and mifdciiicanors, and iii the* like manner t\\o 
fupenor courts of j\rfliec at the chief feat of go- 
%cnfnsnt, to which prctldc t.vo members of the 
council by rotation. As nothing is more condu- 
cive to the profperity of anv country, than afrec 
and cafv accefs to juAicc and redrtVs, tile collec- 
tors of each diflrict fllall at all times be rcady'‘to 
rveeive the petitions of the iujurtd ; and to 
vent their being debarred this accefs from mottles 
of ir.ttrcfl, partiality or rcfcntmcnc in tiie cfTictrs 
or fervauts of the cutcherrv i a box was ordered 
to he placed at the door of llic cilrchcrry in v\ hich 
the complainants might lodge their petitions si 
any time or hour they plcafe. • As the Htigitnifncfs 
rrd^ P'^fcYcrancc of the natives of this coiintr) , in 
tlieir fiiits and complaints, is often proJuilivc net 
pel)' of inconvtnicnec and vexation to**hcir ad- 

vtrfancJ* 
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Terfanc^ .but alfo.a cspcnce^and adtunl. 

opprellion,’ no compl^i^s older than a ftimilated 
dite ai;e a£iiomb!v; and llwnld tKcy found ^ 
guilty, as js'oTwn the cafe, of fl^’’tng from rhe one 
(jourt'tp the other, m’6rder ro 'prevent ^and* pro- 
tra6: the c\entof]uiVicc; the party fo transgrefiing 
are conG^ered as non-fuhed,' and according lo'lus 
degree 3n life and' the notoriery of the ofience^.. 
liable tjQ ■'fine dr'punifli'menr. ‘ ' i t 

' By' thc^Mahometan liw all claims whTch^havc 
been dormant for uyehe' ydars, whether for land* 
dr money/are invalid. ^Thisis alfothc law of thci 
Hindoos and die ‘legal practice of the country^ ^ , 

Thc^cuftoni'o£lcy)ingon the account of mdney . 
recovered o\\ the dccifuc of caufes, 'levy ’arbi* 
trary finps,' was abfolutcly and for ever nbolilhed. 

In all jiiits regarding inheritance, '■mairiages, 
anu othcr*rcligidus ufages or inftiiutionSjdhe hws 
oFjthe Koran i/ich relpcA to Mahometans au’d' 
tKefe of the Shaffer nun refpedt' to Gencoos Hull 
be jlnvariable adhered' to: on* all flich occaffons 
thstBramins ^or moutavecs dial! rtfpeftively at- 
tend to expound the law/they fhalbfign' the' re- 
port apd afiilt on paffing the 'decree. As the peicc 
of the country had been forfomc years paft grcatlv 
didurbcd by' lands of dccoUb,' who not only infs-fx- 
cd lugh ■’roads, but often plundered whole vilfages 
^burning the houfes and rabrdenng the inhabi- 
tants; jthofe 'abandoned dut-Ws ha\ing founU 
means toeludcevery attempt Which the vigilance 
of government ^had puc'm ftifCC, for ducdting 
and bringYuch atrocious cnmimls to juftice/ bv 
the feCTCcN^of thcTr hauntsV*'’^'nd thcr‘wild‘ ffate of 
the diftricts,* whiCh'vserc moft fubjeift to their itt- 

curfions. 
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curfions, it become the indifpcnfible dut) of go* 
\ eminent, to try thcimoft vigorous pieansj fince 
experience had proved every iijienc and prdipa^ 
remedy to be ineffeclual. It was theicforc rcfolv- 
cd, that every fuch criminal, on convidion should 
be carried to the village to which he belonged, and 
be there executed, for a terror and example to 
others? and for the further prevention ,pf fuph 
abominable praftices,^ the villagq of which he was 
an inhabitant, was to be fined, according to the 
enormit) of the crime, and ?ach inhabitant ac- 
cording to his fubftance, and the family of the 
criminal became the Haves of the ftates, and nas 
jdifpofcd of for the great benefit and convenience 
of the people, according to the difcreiioh of the. 
government. l. , i i 

The Fannedars and pikes of the difiridts were 
to be punifhed by difmiflion, or fines if th?) pc* 
gfcdlcd the duties of their charge, and as an 
encouragement for them to exert themfclvcs in 
the protcftion of the villages committed to their 
care, and m detecting md bringing to jufticc of- 
fenders agamd the public peace, grants of lands 
and peculiar privileges were granted ,ihcm pro* 
portionablc to tfacir Itrvices. 



L 3*7 3 


The charges of the civil efiablifliment of the com- 
pany in India, for ten years war, fet forth be- 
fore ihecomrmtWL of fecrecy, appointed by the 
houfe of commons, to amount to 3,660,426!. 
videlicet. > 

3 

In the prefidency ofFort Wilham, to ^ 2»oi7,7gi 
^ Tort Sc. George - 438,345 

Bombay - - - 956,887 

Bencoolen - - 188,760 

t St. Helena - - 48,643 

And ihec’tpences of the military cflabliniments 
as fee forth in thrj faid reporr, to amount to 
14,414,064, videlicet. 

> 

In the nrefidency of Fort ’WiUiam,to /, 8,i43,oe8 
j Fort St. George - 4,594,282 

Bombay - 1,403 913 

Bencoolen - - 116,180 

^ St. Helena - - 156,631 

And the 'charges of fortifications and buddings 
in the feveral feitlcfnents m India, as fet forth in 
the faid reports, amounted 102,288,981!. \idelica. 

In the prefidency ofFort WiHiam, to £ 1,601,967 
Fort Sr. George - 262,733 

Bombay - . 39^,585 

Bencoolen - - 19,488 

St Helena - - 8,208 

An 


VoL. IV, 


Sf 



C 3>8 3 

An account o£ tbe ftated falatles and aUowatice* 
to ihc company’s civil fervartts in India and it St 
Helena, with that of ihcir commiflion upon iHq 
jndian revenues. 

The governor of Bengal, per annum. 4800 

Commiflion on the revenues - 18,51 5 6 

Total 23,316 6 

The governor of Fort St. George 

per annum - - 3.000 

Commiflion on the revenues - 4>037 S 

Total 7 j 037 5 

The governor of Bombay, per annum. i»668 i§ 
Commiflion on the revenues - 

^fotal 4^58 15 

The governor of Bcocoolen, per annum. JiOQO 
Governor of St. Helena - - 600 

With table and fervants — — — ~ 

Bengal fecond m council, per annujn. - 3^^ M 
Commiffioti on the revenues - - 2687 17 

Total 3056 I? 

Bengal third, fourth and the reft m 
council, each per annum. - 34^ 

Commiflion on the revenues - - i>i94 
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t^orc St. George, fecond ift council £, 2y6 jo 
Commiffioft on ihftrevcnues 1067 7 

Total 1333 17 

Third, fourth and the teft m council> 

each , • - - 129 10 

tomtiulfion on the revenuea - - 480 12 

^ Total 610 a 

1 

Bombay fecond in council - 287 9 ^ 

Commiffion on the revenuee. • • 900 

I , Total 1187 9 


Third m council • 

t'outih, and the reft in council, each 123 

Commidiononthe tevenues - 450 

Total 720 

Third in council. i •* - 595 

Fourth, See. - - v ^7^ ^ 

Senior merchants each, Bengal - 81 

Fort St George - So 

Bombay . 

Bencoolen - 200 

Junior merchants each, Bengil - - 75 

Fort St. George - 70 " 
Bombay - 7^ 

Bcncoolea - 170 


Fadlors 
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Faftorscach, Bengal 

6o 

Fort St (George - 

- 60 

Bombay 

70 

Bencoolen 

150 

Writers each, Bengal - 

^ 50 

Fort St. George 

- 60 

Bombay 

60 

Bencoolen 

115 

St. Helena fecond m council - 

35 => 

Third 

250 

Fourth, &c - 

iSo 

Faiftors, each 

100 

Wiitcis,eai.h 

70 


Befidcs falary and diet, fudb as are not providtd 
With apartments are allowed for houfe rental Ben* 

{ ^al 30I per annum, at Bombaj and Bencoolen 3 ol* 

and at Sc* Helena lol 

The above falaries and allowances are cxcluTive 
of any emoluments from a chicf-fiup, or any other 
office or employ , and alfo crelufive of an allow 
ance to the governor and council at Bencoolen of 
3I per ton, on all the pepper exported from thencCi 
which on a fuppontion that it is 2000 tons per 
annum will be 6000I. 

The council at Bengal and Fort St» George, con- 
lifts of ten members, and at Bombay, it is compo* 
fed of nine. 

The ftated falary allowances and gratuity polls of 
the company's civil fcrvanisat Tort \Villiam> 
fubordmates from 1762 to 1772 mcluliie, are** 
follows. 


Gorcr* 
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tjoverno and calh keeper - £♦ 24,000 > 

Second Jin council, {yearly lalary, 
monthly alloNVancc, Iwufc rent, 
twenty-one and a half per cent, 
on the net produce of the Calcutta 
iandSj and one per cent, oa the ^ » 

mintculloms - - 1S97 lO 

Accomptant and collcdlorof lands 

and revenues - - Sooi 10 

Third and ijxth jn council and chiefs 
of Ratna and Chittagong - 12,720 

Fourth in council and chief of Caf- 

fimbuzar - - 4360 

Fifth irr council and chief of Lucky- 
pore - • - 2860 

Seventh m council and chief of 

Decca - . - 2360 

Eighth in council export and warc- 

houfe-keeper ~ ' - Il8i 10 

Ninth in council, cuftom mailer, 

1181 10 

Tenth in council, import ware- 

houfc-laepir ' - iiSi lo 

Chaplain - - 270 

tivejunior merchants - 3*50 

One junior merchant and commif- 

lary general - - •jSz 15 

Junior merchant and chief at Mid- 

napore - - 762 15 

Junior merchant and prefident at 

MaHa - ~ - 'jSz 15 

Junior merchant and mint mafter ditto 762 15 
Total falary and emoluments. 24,000 
Nine counfcllors - - it 

On© 





One chaplain 
Nine junior merchants 
Nineteen fadloi^ « ~ 

Two furgeons 
Twenty feven writers 

Current Rupees. 
Refidenc at Burdwan 


2,070 

12.555 4 . 
37-756 IS 3 

3,46a 2 6 
35,972 12 9 


1541 10 


The total amount of falary and emoluments of 
the council, fenlorand junior merchants, faftors, 
writers, chaplains and furgeons from the year 1762 
to 1772 is 230,400!* 17s. lid. " • 

The ordinary charges of Fort Sc. George, for 
falary, diet and al!owances,nevcr eSeeeded 71,6981." 
a year,' and were in the year 1763, no more than 
.23,1691. 

The ordinary Charges of the civil cdablilhmcDt 
of Bombay, amounted m the year 177:, td 

145 53 ^i‘* . _ _ ' 

i he Hate of Bencoolcn civil charges, amounted 
in 176s, to 25,8551. and m 1761 only to 2,6661. 

The civil cilablilhmcnc of Sc. Helena, including 
rredicines and maintaining of blacks, amounted In 
1769, to 5,8571, and netcr exceeded that lum. 

According to the late regulations refpedting the 
euablilhment of the forces in Bengal, all oincers 
or foldiers, whether of c.avalry infantry, artillery 
orfcaj/Oysj all lafears artificers and workmen of 
every denomination, adhing in the field vviihin the 
provinces, are allowed full baita ; half batta is paid 
to all of them, while ia garrifons, cantonmentsor 
tjuaners. 

pouL’e baita is granted to commifiloned olilccri 
only, when they arc aaisg in the field beyond the 

pruvin* 
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provinces, and hal^ double, or full batta, when 
garrifon cantonments or quarters b-joiid the pro- 
vinces , but officers whq receive a double propor- 
tion of batca, are not entitled to dn\v the mourhly 
gratuit). No officer under the rank ot a field'' of- 
ficer, when commanding a dctaclimtnt on atftuaf 
fetvicc, IS to receive more batta ihan he cUiin^ 
from ins rank, but all fi Id officers commanding 
detichtrients, either on ai^ual fervice or divifions 
of brigades m cantonments are allowed the batta of 
officers n?xt in rank above them. 

When beyond the province in quarters or canton- 
menis, the commanUing officeY, not being a field 
officer, Ibaiidraw his full baitt, all the other officers 
half batta only. All the ftal 5 who are conimifijoned 
officers, receive pay and craiuity, befides their pay 
and allowances on the fiaff, according to their mi- 
litary rank , but batti only in one capacity, that of 
fhcirhigheft rank. 

Such of the ftaff who are not commiflioncd offi- 
cer*, and who have occafionally rank only b) their 
office, have no right to the monthly gratuity 

An allowance of three days diet monthly, agree- 
able to the vn^ualling coniradt, is made to all fol- 
dicrs, on ihcjr firfi arrival at fcort William from 
England, or any of the prefidcncics , and the con- 
trador’s full allowance for one day is given to the 
military m general, on Chnfimas, new year’s 
day, and the king's birth day , and alfo for three 
days after any detachment returning into garrifon 
or cantonment from the field. No contm^cnc bill 
exceeding 30Q rupees is to be paid, unirfs coun- 
terfi^ned by the commander in chief. The court 
of directors \i£erc pleaied to allow a commiibon of 

two 
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two and half par cent, upon their net rcvenucj, 
to be divided amongft their principal fervant'!, civil 
and military; the amount of this commiflion is to 
be divided into one hundred (bares ; thofe ailoted 
to the military to be as follows : , 

. The commander in chief as fuch only, he not 
being to fiiare cither as a member of the council 
or fecrct committee. 

fliares ^ 


To colonels each - Si 

Lieutenant colonels each about - - 2 

iVlajoi’s about - -- -- -- 11 


The court'of dirdfiofs farther declared, that tfie 
ample provlfions here afljgned to the commander 
in chief, aflures Mm of an honourable competency, 
and they expeft the commanding officers will /he.v 
an unremitting attention to their duty, and the 
preventing of all frauds and abufes in the expcncei 
of the army. 

Tlic appointments made to the reft of the field 
officers are fuch, as put ihetr fervice on a more 
advantageous footing than any other fervice in the 
world, and give them the profptct of improving 
their fortune by a gradual progreffion. 

The court of dirc&ors ordered that the efiablUh- 
men t of field officers of this prefidency fliall notex- 
eecd the following number, viz: 

Three colonels of infantry, including the com* 
mander In chief. n ' 

Six lieutenant colonels of infantry. 

One lieutenant colonel of artillery. 

One lieutenant colonel of engineers. 
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Six majors of iufahtry. 

Three majors of feapoys. 

One major of artillery. 

One major of engineers. •» 

The army is comporc(i of three brigades^ 

Three regimenu were formed by lord Clive, 
Lvery nesv governor and general, on their accelfion 
o command, feemto be fond of innovations, ftiled^ 
mprovcmenis, purpofeiy to difplay ibeir talents 
md genius fruitful in rcfources. Thus three ftrong 
sgiments were Ipiit into lijc weak battalions and 
he companies reduced from feventy to fifty nine 
companies. Thus expanded into eighievn requi- 
red twice the number^of non oommiffioned ofiacers, 
upon the activity, fteadinef., fobiieiy and _fit»li of 
ferjeants and corporals, depends *m great msafure 
the difcipUnc and regularity ot ev^cry corjjs m this 
part of the world. Such people arc fcarcc In Eng- 
land, ftill fcarcer In India. Thele deficiencies wertf 
fupplied by necefllty from tlie rank ; hence thi 
companies \/cre further dlmmilhcd and the ferviccf 
almoih irreparably injured. Previous to any alte- 
ration a large proportion of recruits ought to have 
been levied. As it is, the companies are in fa 
low a rtate, that \vh.at with the calualiies of one'ltind 
or other, there are fcarcely ever platoons of abovU 
fifteen men, not fick in the fi.ld. 

There IS a captain to every company, for the 
field ofEcers havi. neither companies nor battalions 
of feapoys, two field officers therefore to each bat- 
talion of infantry arc ruperHuous. By reducing 
their number, the goveniOftnc might annually fav^^ 
fvVcral thoufand pounds, and thefe higher' conWif- 
T t 


foas, being fcarcer, could be mote defirableaud 
more refpcdable too. 

The excefs of allowartces totbe captain of artil- 
lery, by the charge of huHars, artificers and other 
workmen, delegated to h<m, renders his poft more 
lucrative than is confiftenc with the equality requi- 
fite to every fervtcer *Thc artillery have much 
greater pay ; and if they have more trouble than 
the infantry that is fumcient compenfacion for it. 
One field officer, lord CJive, thought full enough for 
this corps, b^ca’ufe each company has a captain, and 
the field officer is not confined to any particular 
(lation, but muH refide where the commander in 
chief does. 

Ixird Clive In the year 1765, changed the n^iH* 
tary.pay &om Arcoc to Sonnet rupees, for what 
reafon has never been affigned ; for it could neither 
be from frugality, nor a defire to ferve the army » 
yet the foldier fcldom receives his fubfiflence In that 
Ipccle. The flu<ftuaiion'of exchange often occafi- 
ons confiderable lofs to the men, productive of 
continual murmurings and difeontenr, -The troops 
fhould be paid in one r«l not imaginary coin, 
whereof they know the actual value ; which ought 
to be fettled at the fame ftandard throughout th® 
provinces, much Icfs be fubjeft to an annual va- 
riation. 

Itv confidcration of the aconomicai fyfiem and 
various reftrldllonS cftablifficd in 1765, the field 
officers had other indulgcncfcs, thought adequate 

to their ftations, thefe were afterwards reludtanily 

yielded, and at length either curtailed, on diffetfo^ 
pretexts, or qualified by fundry modifications, tiH 
they became levelled to the prefent ftandard. 1^^* 
. duftions 
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dufkions of this kind were abfolulely .wrong,, un- 
advifed and improper, and they left an indelibje 
imprefiiop of injuftice. Much tbooght and* pre- 
caution are/equintoiin framing pecuniary regula- 
tions, nr increafing fubfidics m any depariinent. 
To avoid a prefent and perhaps flight inconveni- 
ence, IS the ufual plea for fuch augmentations, 
wliich tends afterwards to very difagreeable cm- 
baraiTmcnts, if not infupcrable diflicuUie<5. The 
officers had been often aiiurcd that they fhooM 
be rewarded for their ferviecs; but thoCe promifes 
were violated { a want of faith highly unbecoming 
the dignity of. government. Inclination for the 
fervice mud: be dilcouraged by fuch fallacies ; 
fcarcely one of the officers afterwards repofed any 
confidence in the faUh*of their governors and na- 
turally fufpected e/cry order they ilTued, thatfeena- 
cd to bear the Uaft retemblance of favour to them, 
to be infidious, calculated to ferve a turn, and to 
admit of a iiniftcr interpretation whenever they 
ihould^ think fit to expound it. .The officers are 
the body that muft in time of danger, fupport the 
fuprcinc authority, to the civil and .military ; 
therefore ic is an advantage tathc fervice for them 
to think they arc laying the foundation of an iiw 
dependency, their allowances were the only chan- 
nel of recommendation for their .labours. The 
genius of Bengal, and the generous, not to fay 
profufe fpirit dilTufed throughout the inhabitants 
of it, obliges every officer to appear in aftatc fitto 
f'lpport hU importance and his popularity. 

Five officers of the brigade, laid the noble pre- 
fidci\t, are conftantly of my family, befidcs occa- 
ri9nal guefU, and yt lam rcmariaUc 

• jmuA 
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muib tiuimwid ofjccidy, cr fcr cmtivial Benin 
tk k fijcy ferhapi of (ag in my raiiL His lordflu 
lias delineated hi§ own charadlcr in a few word 
ss a moil unfocial Iblitary being. • 

He thought the model of brigades a happ 
contrivance, admirably calculated by the iiicorpc 
wing foreign with native troops, for the defenc 
or dilrant provinces. 

In regard to the batta, the company never favec 
a rupee by its reduiflion. Before this reformation 
ofneers never demanded quarters for thcmfelves 
or buferous for their conveyance, but were con 
tent with luch huts and boats as* they firft found, 
at their own cxpcnce, or took their chance' in 
tpts againft the inclemency of the weather. After 
.<ey had been curtailed of this douceur, tempo, 
wry quarteis were built every year, ahd repaired. 
All forts of allowance delivered in kind, and con- 
tingcnc accounts vying- with each other in extra- 
Yagance, • • • 

The fepoys are excellent light troops, if pro- 
perly difcipl.n^, with able comiiundcrs they 
nre cahlj recruited, a concoufie ofdufty younj; 
fellows amongft them offering daily their fervicet 
the army. Thefe troops want only to be led 
^ud to bc rcftraincd 
trom firing and n^mgon precipitately to the at- 

•I rr-iO is a fcarcity of m'-’H 

■vlrN'^n r into their oivn country 

coat' onT'7^’ glailng fword, laced 

hh h^ L T g^ncrlilv fuccccds; 

lowers' attracls inanyfol-- 

ducL'd^metn V and'drums may be ini ro- 

ng them with effeft ; tlielr ears bcccnic 
liabjtuatcd 
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halijtuated. to this .martial miifii:;' whi(;h would' 
•tCme tircif feet to the qu?ck''mqvcmcnts' pX Euro- 
pean foldicrs/ and their ‘b^nuosyres, and. teach 
then; to run to iirms,"and aficuible at the regular 
'Cghals and alarms. ' ' * . - 

’ ,■ The black' cavalry h at prefeht of no Tarther ufe 
than to attend the corpmandef in chief and^ colo- 
nels of brigades, and too, ihcohriderable to be 
of ferviceintime 6f \w; it is impdfliblc^ .front 
the vicioufnefs of 'ihcir horfes, to difeiphne c'a^. 
valry in Indoftan to a tolerable .degree of perfe’e-’ 
tioiv; they ate very expenfive to th,cgbvpmai’cnt ; 
the pay’ of a iingle troop exceeding that of a fea- 
. poybattalipn. The European' cavalry* is alrnbft 
asinfignificant.' ' ' ‘ ./■ 

The Lafears arc the o^^y ha^d working people 
in the country ; they Vc a very ufcful body im 
every pare of’ bufipefs, partlcularly’imthc, 
wanagcmcnt of cannon,' in which' they are 
as expert as European n^trofi'es. 

Lord Clive modelled the army according to the 
following cftabliftiment : ’ 

. The army to be formed into four brigades. .' 

. A brigade to confift of one rcp’incac of infantry, 
one company of artillery, four batralipns of fea-j. 
poys, two troops, or foot (quadrous of cavalry, 
in time of war only, and one battalion of Isfcars. • 

' The Ilaff of a bri^de, to be one brigade major, , 
one aid-dc-camp, one chaplain, one pajj'-mallcr, 
and one commillary. 

A tcgimcni of infantiy to co'nfift pf one colo- 
nel, one licutcnant-cqloncl, one major, two grena- , 
fliers conipanies, and eight battalion companies/ 

A bat- 
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A battalion company, of one captain, oneJieU'^ 
tenant, one enGgn, five feijcants, five corporals, 
two drums, and feventy private. 

A grenadier companv , ot one captain, two Ijcu- 
tenants, fiveTerjeants, five corporals, three drun-s, 
and fevemy private. 

A company of artillery to confift of one captain, 
three lieutenants,, four enfigns, ten ferjeauts, ten 
drums, and ten fifes, one commandant, one 
adjutqut^ with the rank of fubedars. i 

Each company to confift of fevent^ feapo)?. 

• Black cavalry, each troop to confift of qds 
captain, three lieutenants, one ferjeant major, fix 
fcijeants, two fide-drums, two trumpets, and two 
hundred private. 

Were the Iquadrons made as lar^e in India as 
in Europe, they would, from the vicious nature 
ofthehoribs, become unwieldy and unmanage- 
able. 

The army vvould have been better calculated 
for defending the provinces, had a fuitable difttl- 
bution been made of it in conjunftion with the in* 
dependent troops. 

• The company have lhamcfuUy ncgleftcd to put 
all their advantageous pofts in a ftatc of defence.^ 

• Chittagong is abfolutely dcfeiicelcfs ; nor b 
there one material obftacle to obftruft an eDem>*s 
invafion to the eaftivard, and march to the prcll- 
dency. According to a former propnfal of Mr. 
Vanfittarr, a fortrefs might be crefted there, ton* 
venicntly fituated, fecured by pods, and lur- 
rounded by water; it needs not be very large. 
Were the encmj then to atitmpi to hnd and pro- 
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cecd^Ycft.vard, they might be engaged between 
two fires. ‘ 

The Moratta cavalry are the only dangerous 
foes to the fouth-weft j fome of the ftrong-holds m , 
Midnapore, and the frontiers of Burdwan, fliould 
therefore be repaired, for thefe arc the wcakeft 
fides of die company’s fettlcments. Encourage- 
ment fiiould alfo be given ro the inhabitants of 
tbefe countries to buUd their houfes in clumps on 
fifing grounds, and fuch little mud forts as arc^ 
frequent through the Bahar province. They are' 
impregnable to horfc, and many of them cannot 
be taken without cannon. The width and depth 
of their ditches ferve as a fafe lodgment to their 
cattle, as their walls do for their families and 
grain. 

The works of Banampore are fufficient to fecure 
the paflage of the Ganges, and ihat^of the Coflim- 
buzar riv cr, all round the ifiand. , 

The faftory of Mauldah with a little addition 
can be made capable of proteding the Mauldali 
river; and a httle expence would^ render the 
vrorks of OadanuUah a competent guard to all the 
country round Rajaraahall. 

_ As the pafs-of Teliagarcc over-awes the river, 
and ehtirely prevents accefs to the countiry on 
lhaifidc, it may beeafily fortified. 

Mongheer will be always a defirablc ftation for 
the company’s troops j itrequires but little tnoney, 
time, orlabouTy to repair its fortifications; little 
more is wanted than to deaa the ditch, and to 
• xeftorethe breaches in the walls and parapets, and 
to llppc the glacis. Thc^place Jtfelf has a good 
magazine in it, and covers all the pafiea into tfie 

country. 
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country, befidcs cutting off the coramumcationort 
that fide between Bahar and Bengal. 

The city of Patna and fort of Beicat fufficiendy 
command the graduck, as Roles does the courfc 
of the Soane. 

Soraeftrong work ihould be thrown up on our 
fide at Mantes, a town at the confluence ot Gerah 
with the Ganges, in order to prevent furprife 
from that quarter^ The Gorah runs clofc by' 
Farrabad. 

The fort of Buvar has been repaired ; it de- 
fends the mouth of the Caramnafla, and the great 
rivet up to Benares. 

Juanporc fiiould never have been reflored ; that 
fortrefs is on the banks of the Goomby, vshich 
waflics the walls of Lacknow, and empties itfelf 
into the Ganges ncai Bcnarci, u is in the centre of 
a fine country, fruitful in grain and* jirovifions* 
The nciircflion of this place had fecureci the com- 
pany's poileflions agamft any clandefline attempt 
of the nabob of Oudc,fromhis capital. 

Churnagur may be eafily protected from any In* 
fult of the cnem), while Allahabad is garrifoned 
with the company’s troops, and the place has a 
fufiicienc number of troops to prevent a cou^df 
mam. 

The navigation of the Junnah and Ganges i» 
effectually preferved or interrupted by thcle tiva 
forts, and as the great martot Mulnapore lifsaht) 
between them, they could dillrefs the vVhole coun- 
round in cafe of neccllity. ' 

Whenever a war does’ birak oat, the fiat of it 
will probably be m^har, or eaftofard of it; in 
cafe there are no places in the company’s ternto* 

riV*r 
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ries, fo commodioufly fitoated, both for lodging 
ftores and fupplying proviiiorii to the army ; bv 
the abfolute command of fo many large ftrc.im", all 
of free navigation, and communicating Vich each 
other, both for the prefent and permanent fecuriiy 
of ihuir pofieffions, th«i four brigades ihould ba (la- 
tioned as follows : one at Chittagong, another at 
•Barrampore, a third at Dynaporc, and the fourth 
at Allahabad which places ought to be conftdered 
as the head quarters. Detachments may be cl’f- 
perfedin the moll: convenient pads adjjcent. Thole 
of Chittagong ought partly to fupply the prcddcncy 
and Decca, and Barrampore partly the ptefidency 
and Monghecr. Dynapore might furnifh Buxar, 
and the works on iheGograli of Allahabad might 
Churnagur and Jimporc. The troops at MlJna- 
pore and Burdwan will De fufiicient to protect all 
their own confines : ihcfu at Marfiwdabad will 
guard the borders towards Rungporc down to 
Decca : the brigade at Dynapore will awe all the 
interior parts of Bihar, while the Batna pvtrgun- 
nah’s fpread ihemfclves along the fouthern limits. 
Thus- diftrlbuied, they would derive plenty to 
thanifelves, by fecurlng the property of the inha- 
buanf;, 'wherever they relidcd, and would alto 
caufea more equal dilfufion of their monev throu^’h- 
ouc che country. 

The expence of one uoop of European cavalry 
on the Bengal cftablifhmenc for the governor’s 
guard, the pay and allov.-ance included, amounts 
per. annum, to ayapl. 

, The cuTtvmandiTig officer is aViowed for feeding 
two horfes for himfelf, and for feeding the twenty- 
fix horfes for his troop, 30 rupees per month. 

VoL.-IV. ‘ U u The 
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The expence of a regiment of black cavalry oa 
the Bengal eftablidiment, confining of three troops 
pay and allowance included,' amounts to 30,807!. 
each troop's cxpence computed at 10,269!. 

The European officers maintain their horfes out 
6f their pay and allowance, and the ferjeants in 
lieu of baita, are dieted the fame as the infantry. 
All the black officers drums and troopers maintain 
their own horfes out of their pay, and are not al- 
lowed any baita. 

The txpence of one battalion of European 
infantry on the Bengal cftabliffimenr, confiftingof 
27 officers, 38 ferjeants, 38 corporals, 20 drum?, 
404 private, 527 amounts to 16,644!. 8s. 4d.pcr 
annum. 

The whole confifting of three regiments of two 
battalions each, with one colonel to each reginienf, 
the amount is 107,798!. 10s. 

• The expence of a brigade of feapoys, confifting 
of 6 battalions, amount to 117,3991. 

The expcnce of one battalion of lalcars for the 
fervice of the ordnance on the Bengal cftabiifli* 
ment, the pay of batta included, amounts to 6,480!. 

The ordnance ofa brigade, agreeablc’to tlie new 
regulations, will require from fix to feven hundred 
bullocks for its draught, including guns and tum- 
brils of the feapoys battalions. 

To 2 24 pounders each 24 bullocks, 

2 • iz ditto , 10 ditto 

8 6 ditto . - 8 ditto 

s howitzer 6 ditto 

12 3 pounders attached to the feapoys 

battalions, 6 ditto 

Twenty- 
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Twenty-two tumbrels Ihould be attached to the 
above ordnance, and to each of thefe to bullocks. 

The numbercf fpare carriages for the faid ord- 
nance, and bullocits for their draught, Ihould be 
as lolJows ; 


r— a4 pounder, to which mull be allowed'*'!!'''’’ 
I — II ditto 

3--- o ditto, eight bullocks each . 

I Hovvjtzer - - . 7 

6—3 pounders, 6 bullocits each - -n 

Artificers cart,and money tumbril, locach lo 


Allowing fpare bullocks in the proportion of one 
to every fix, that the whole numLr propoftd for 
the ordinance attached to each brigade, wU ,h=„ 

amount to 649. . ® 

Lord Clive having been requefted to perufe the 
new code of regulat ons of the militarv nh!, ■ 

sstii-aie 

the fallowing ob-ferva^Lns '“’‘'"’'P 

=rtuh?;t fl“!!m”t:r,^“rt‘h!T''^’ 

theft officers is an unneceflary expence. 

ftritam" '’.heft "u'e^mf^bLo^f L" d.Tc'"'" 
mon ftrjeant of the artillery'^ 

halTft urorpe!ce!“«a S 

time IS unneceQarv anr4 tiumberat thqc 

in time of war!^*"^’ b= taifed 

quarter-mafteRL'‘firci«*‘!nd tlftfo^ to 

new articles of charge ,„d unneclfcy. 

The 
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The ten fircars and the ten \vatcrmen to each 
battalion of fcapojs may be reduced toont-halfcf 
that number In time of peaLC. 

The pay mailers at d cammiiHonars being cove- 
nanted lervanti, aic not entitled to any cxiraordl* 
nary allowance except batia when they are in the 
field. 

Allow ance for hones to the fiaiF officers and alds- 
de camp, and candles to the latter when in garri- 
fon is uniHcefiarv. 

The allowance for boats to individual of- 
ficers unneceftarv, except fitid officers, who com- 
mand detachments and arc obliged to keep tables. 

Lord Clive being aiked, whether the ofiicers an 1 
foldiers could ferve at a fmaller expence in Bengal 
than on the coaft of Coromandai, ho anU\ered, 
“ That he was of opinion, an European officer or 
ioldicr could live as cheap m the firft of ihele Icf- 
tlcments as in the latter, with refpeftto pH art.cles 
except thofe which come from Europe. And being 
farther afleed, whether ihefc European articlrs are 
necefiary to the officers and foldiers ? he rephed, 
that none of them were neceiTary to the foldier, 
but that wine and fomc oilier articles were neceUiiy 
to the officer. 

Colonel Caillaud had formerly propofed to raif® 
a body of European c.avalry for the fervice of the 
company, confifting of two troops of dr.igoons; 
the company to be the whole firll exicncc of 
filling out each troop compleat ; after winch, the 
captain of each troop is to Ite^'p all tli ir accoutre- 
ment;, furniture, &c. belonging to the Iiorfcs in 
good repair, likiwife, to mainram ihcir horfrs* 
provide theip with ikoes am) plnfic, 6tc. ami to 
* defray 



c- 237 J 

defray every other Mceflary charge, for which he 
Is to be allowed ihlriy rupees per month for every 
horfc in the Ccld, and twenty rupees per month for 
every horfe wliile in garrifon ; the company tp give 
the hrft cloathing \ alfo to cftablifli one troop of 
Huflars, on the lame pay and under jhc fame re- 
gulations as the dragoons ; alio to clhblilh two 
companies of artillery. The board approved of 
thefe propofalsj and as the number of troops by 
the rotorns, amounted to near >I2C0 men, and the 
drdud is from,ihenceof 435 men, of which thefe 
new eftabliihmcnts were to confift, would leave a 
rehdua of about 750 men, the board ordered this 
remainder to bo divided into ten companies and 
their proper officers. The diredors having com- 
plained that iheir miUtary charges were large and 
Ibll unnccoilliry, they recommended that no inno- 
vations lliould be introduced uithout an abfolutc 
neceflity. And they added, that as the pcefidency 
had formed two troops of European horfe, and 
2 . party of Huifars opon colonel Calllaud's repre- 
fentaiion of the abfolutc ncceiTuy of fuch a corple 
ofcavalry. they hoped tim mrafurc which was a 
heavy addition to ihirir military eKpeticc, was noc 
undertaken without fuch abfolutc ncccliiiy ; but 
that however, fmcc thefe troops had been raifed, 
ihegreatcll care Ihould be lak-.n to keep the e;f- 
pciiLCs atien ling them within the limits mentioned 
and as foon as the citcuoUUnces would fafely ad- 
mit, the whole corps, or at L-all a part ihouid be 
reduced. As two companies of artillery were 
greatly infolTicicnc for this branch of the ferv'ice, 
tthen the army was in the field, the prcfiriency of 

Fort 
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Fort William agreed to raife a third company oa 
the fame eftabliftn^nt as thofe then exiiUng. 

Confidering theprefent lituation of the compa* 
ny*s affairs upon the coaft of Coromandel and in 
'Bengal, their territorial acquiiitions they could not 
be preferved without a very refpedtaljle military 
force j this force, in the opinion of general Law- 
rence, engineer Call, and general Caillaud.fiiould 
cnnfill: of 3000 infantry, 200 cavalry, 300 artil- 
lery, all Europeans, and 5000 feapoys at each of 
the faid two prelidencies ; tiiat the annual expence 
thereof at each fettlement, according to a calcula- 
tion made by Mr. Call, would amount to the fum 
of i i,00Ql-. a year ; that- If through an ill-umcd 
parfimony, any great misfortune Ihould happen to 
the company, the court of direftors would un- 
doubtedly incur fevefe cenfure, by not attending, 
as far as was really neceflary for fafety, to the opi* 
nion and judgment of officers of fuch diftinguilhed 
abilities and experience. 

In confcquence of thefe reprefentations, they 
ffated the cxpcnccs of Fort William and Fort Sr. 
George prefidencics, at the fum of 120, oool. each, 


Infantry three battalions of 700 men each, being 
ai companies or 21C0 men, Includlng'g majors, 
iS captains, ai lieutenants and a i enfigns. 

Cavalry, two companies or 300 men, including 
a captains, 4 lieutenants and 4 cornets. 

Artillery', three companies, or 300 men, inclu* 
ding 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, and 6 fire-workers. 
Total of Europeans, 2,600. 

Scapoys, four battalions of tooo rr^en cachj 
4 Coomcn, including 4 captains, 4 lieutenants and 
4 enfigns, all Europeans. Total 6,600 men. 

The 
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The pay Mas continued upon the eftabliflitnent 
ihen exifting, and the major’s received fixteen ihil- 
iiiigs per day, which included both the pay ofina- 
jorand captain. 

Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of dlreftors' 
of April 1764, propofed that the company (hould 
always have in Bengal, at leail 3000 Europeans, to 
confift of 3 battalions of 700 each, 4 companies of 
artillery of 100 each, and 500 light horfc ; and he 
obferved, that though their forces had done great 
things and had gained great honour, much was llill 
wanting to bring them to that due obedience and 
fubordinaOon, which is confiftent with the interefi: 
of the fervicc j that while his majefty’s forces were 
abroad, and the companies had fo few of them, our 
two or three field officers might anfwerthe purpofe, 
but that as his majefty*s troops had been recalled, 
they Ihould immediately endeavour to fupply this 
deficiency. He recomm,ended particular oflicefs, 
with whofe military merits he declared Mmfelf well 
acquainted. Upon this occafion he added, that hq 
had very ftrong ceafons to wi(h, that this idea of 
regimenting their troops might labc place, for that 
without fuch a fubordinaiion, he fliould not be able 
to enforce the orders of the direftors for the reduc- 
tion of their military expences, which had been a 
■ conflant.dead weight, and had fwallowed up their 
revenues. 

V The committee of cotrcfpondence having com- 
pared the plan of lord Clive, with that adopted by 
the company, were of opinion, that rhe governor 
and council Ihould abide by the company’s plan bs 
to the number of men for the prefenr. Applica- 
tion was made to the fccrctary at war, for a fupcrlor 
commiffion 
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commiilion for major Adams, in regard to the 
great fersice he had rendered the company. 

1 hough lord Chve had propofed fix battalions of 
itipOjS, making 6000 men, the company’s pre- 
It elUbUfiiment confiftingof four battalions, ot 
4000 m“n, waa to remain in Jiaiu qdo. 

Lord Clue, under pretence of preventing cha- 
fes, appointcl feperate piy-maftcrs with deputes 
and a coinmiinrv to tach brigai" 1 he infantry 
in Bcn^^al was in luch a deplorable condition, that 
joung men were wanting to recruit it 

1 he committee haaing taken into confideration 
the great amount of furgeon’s bills, for attending 
the miUtaty \n tl c field, ani m garttfon, they rc- 
folvcd to conir..<fl with them m future, at a certain 
rate, for providing every thing for the people ex- 
cept cloathing and lodging , the fame to be fixed 
at eighteen Ihillings per month, and o'dcrswere 
iitucd accordingl). 

The board taking into confidcration the pr^fert 
fiaieof the arm), and the great cxpcncc incurred 
by mampinmg fu large a force, not only for theif 
defence ani fccuntj.bothkcwirc for collcdlmgthe 
revenues of the kingdoms of Bengal and Bahar, 
were of opinion, that the company fhould only 
ftand charged for fwh a part of the forces as were 
ncctfljry for ihc defence of their cut fortifications, 
and their ter itoria! pollcfTions, and that the go- 
vernment fiioalil be chi'gcd with the reft. It was 
ircrcK re the oninon of tl c board, that one of 
bf gai'es corfift ot a regiment of nire compa* 
11 e, ot I < rop-aas and of fix baitalie-as of fcapo)'f 
\ fufiicc for the prortclion of the c« mpan)’* 
foiti cations and diftncls 01 CaLutia, Clmugong, 
BaJivar, 
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jrdwan, and Midnapore, and that the fir(V bri- 
ide fliould be appointed to that fervice, and if at 
ly time this brigade ibould be under the nccei- 
:y of taking the field, in fuch cafe the baita, and 
I extraordinary expenccs on that account were to 
5 charged to the government. Lord Clive ex- 
lained the meaning of this minute to the commic- 
e ; one of the brigades was to be charged to the 
ampany, and the expenccs paid out of their tern- 
irial policllions, ceded to them by ihe nabob of’ 
cngal ; but all the extra expenccs of that brigade, 
ad all the expenccs of the reft of the army were to 
e charged upon the dewannee revenues. 

The feleft committee at Fort William reprefsn- 
'd, that the great and national object of encrea- 
ng the company’s invefimtnts, was not to be ie- 
ured and perpetuated without an unwearied atten- 
ion to their military eftabliflimcnr, and the main- 
lining of a force proportioned to the rifquc tneur- 
cd by the company’s mfiuence and pofieflions ; 
bat the difmifiion of the nabob’s ufcltfs military 
rabble, and of thofc troops that were kept up by 
the Rajah's in their fe\ual dillrnffs, for the pur- 
pofe of enforcing the colleftions, had obliged the 
prcfidencies to railc eight battalions of indcpeadenc 
feapoys. That notwithftandiog the great number 
of recruits {tnt out this year from England, and the 
libwral fupply of troops granted by the prefidenev 
at Fort Sr. George, the luortslicy on bo^rd the 
tcanfports had been to great, as well as the eifefts 
of the hte unhealthy ftafon had been fo fatal, that 
the prelidency could not avoid being alarmed ac 
the extraordinary difproporlion between their Hu- 
lopeans and black infantry ; whofe dangerous in- 
VoL. IV. X X lo’ence 
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loUncc and tutbalent fpint, had evinced ihe ncccf- 
fity of keeping them in awe and fuLjedlion 

Lord Clivc informed the commiitte that upon a 
mutiny among the rfficers, and tbeir being turned 
out of the Port of Monghcer, a bittilion of Euro- 
peans got urdtr arms, with a view to mutinj, and 
follow ihtir officers , that a battalion of leapoys 
upon receiving ndvtce of fuch a defign, immedi- 
ately m'’rched up to them, and rcauced them to 
fubm ffion 

The board be ng apprued tint there was ro 
cl eque upon the forg on majors of each brigade, 
according to the pUtx in which tl eir hofpitals were 
conducted, appointed at lord Clive's requifition, a 
lurgeoo genenl, with powtr to iiifpeft into the 
llaieof all military hofpitils, at the pay of tei 
Ihilhngs p-r day. 

The board d«.liberatiog on the little Lrv ice the 
ffinll body of cavalry pn the company 's pay can 
ever be of, and confidenng that in the lime of ac- 
tual Lrvice, It would be either expofed to the pc* 
pctuil hizard of being rot off, if at any d llancc 
from the nfaniry, or prove an cmbarraffmtnt, if 
)0 ned to it , and rdlefting alfo, that the expcncc 
of a body of liorfe capable of doing real fervice, 
would exdeed their means, fiace the annual colt of 
Jo inconhdtrable a number as they now naintiined 
w ns not lefs than rupees 30,0675 i 2 . they re* 
lolvcd t’nt the wholecnVa’rv, b th Luropean and 
Indoftan be direftly difbardcd, -ncl that the Euro- 
pean officers, ferjtanis, be mcorporatud v'lth 
the brigvtUs 


Your 
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Your committee in the next place proceeded to 
lay before the houfe what has occurred to them 
upon the articles of pay atvbatta. 

And they find, by a mtnute of a confukation 
at Fort William of the twenty-third of September, 
one ihoufand feven hundred and fixty-one, that the 
committee of accounts laid before the board or 
ftatement of the difference of pay betwee n the lei ng's 
and cornpany’s officers and private men, and of a 
gtatuiiy to make them equal ; as UkewiCG a Ull of 
allowances to be made the officers in the field, up- 
on a reprefemadon of colonel Coote on that fub- 
jedf, and that the board confented to the payment 
of fuch differences, till iuch time as the company's 
pieafure ffiould be known. . 

And the committee find, that thirty-nine of the 
military officers delivered in a letter to the board, 
dated September the 21ft, one ihoufand feven 
Hhundred.and fixty«one, afligning their reafonswhy 
• the double baita ffiould not be ftruck off j and 
therein reprefenting, that it would be impoffible 
ior an officer to live in a manner fuitable to his fta- 
tion, if that reduiS:ion look place, houfe-rent and 
pricssofall provifions being fo ureatly incrcafcd 
^vilhin a few preceding years, while their allowan- 
ces m garnfon continoed^the fame, 

'1‘Iut it was only v\iih the alTitlance of wlut 1 1- 
llc an officer could fav'eout of his full bitta in the 
fiel'l, iluc he was enabled to fubfift decmtly the 
moff of the year in garrifon,and fit himfcif out for 
the next canq'jaign ; and that it would readily ap- 
pear how liulc could be laved iu the field, wh&n 
, the 
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ihcmfelves for ihe'ir coantry, by old age, lofs of 
limbs, OJ* otftef accidents, which a folciier is always 
liable to : that in India iheir ranlt is inferior to that 
of the king’s officers; and that in Europe they 
have no militaiy rank at all. ^ 

That they therefore truft in the jufticc of the 
prcfidency, not fo far to under rate the fervice of 
theic military officers, as to think of reducing 
their allowance, when they have already fo greatly 
the difadvantage, In point'of intcreft, ot every 
other branch of the company’s fervants, that 
nothing hut their zeal for the fervice, and a re- 
gard for their profeffion, can be fuppofed to re^ 
tain them in it. ' , * 

And the committee find, that the. board or- 
dered captains Champion and Bradbridge (the 
two fenior captains in Calcutta, who figned that" 
letter) CO deliver in, next council day, aneftU 
mate of fuch extraordinary expcnces as they 
judged to be abfoluiely neccOary in the field ; and * 
that they likewife ordered the commiflary general 
' to lay before the board an account of the amount 
of officers batta for the laft year» 

And the committee find, by a minute of con- 
fukation at Fort William, of the twenty-fifth of 
September, onc.thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-onc, that the commiffary general laid before 
the board the account of batta allowed the officers ■ 
m the field, from December one thoufand feven 
hundred aiad fifty-nine, to November one chou- 
Und feven hundred and fixty : which U as 
follow s : 
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Fort 'William, Sept. 2^, 1761. 
Account of batta to the military, from Deccnu 
bcr 1759 to November 1760. 

Batta to the o(Hceis under colonel Caillaucl ; 

December, 1759 - - 9353 7 ^ 
January, 1760 - - 116S9 ^ ^ 

February - - - 1117a 9 8 

March - - - 11756 a 9 

April - - - - 14398 D 0 

May - - - - ' 7^74 o ^“3 

June - - - - ^0923 II ® 

July , . - 20036 4 I 

Thefe months the troops! Augufl: - 9371 J ? 
were in cantonments, | Sept. - - 11854 i 3 
andhadfingularbaita I Oaober 11014 0 0 
only. jNov. . 11294 8 9 

160,537 9 '' 

Batta to ofiicers on ihcdc- 

tatchment under capt. , 

Spears, from February 
1760 to April 1760, 

both months included - - r 12,052 ^ ° 

Batta to ofTiccrs on the 
dctatchincnt under 
capt, Fifcher, from 
February 1760 to July 
1760, both months 

included «... 26,025 i ^ 
Batta to ofiicers with 
the detatchment un- 
der major Yorkc; 

September, 1760 - . - 70S 7 ° 

' ' Oitobcf 
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• Odober - - - ” 3 ^S 72 , 14 J 

November - 5,937 13 0 

Current rupees - 209,134 4 o 

And the committee find, that captains Cham- 
pion and Bradbridgc hkevvife hid before the 
board c0imats of the evpcnces monthly, ne- 
cciiiiry fora captain during a‘campaign; which 
is as follows, VIZ. 

Fort William, Sc|>t. 25, 1761. 

Efiimate of expences monthly necefiary for 
a captain during a campaign. 

Garrifon. Field. Biiferencc. 


Hcadfervant - - 5 • 10 

Another ditto - 5 6 

Cook - ’ . - 4 9 

Barber - - • i 2 

Wallierman - 1 z 

Bearers - - - 16 41 

Coolies for baggages,, 

eight -1-0 o 

Two Peons - - o o 

Horfe* keeping - o . o 

Piffcrncc of the price of liquors : 
Madeira - 30 bottles, at 1-8 each 45 o 
B-cr - 30 12 23 8 

Arrack - 15 4 5 12 


S 

5 

5 

I 

I 

2-5 


40 

12 


Sappofing five to rr.cfs together, 
proportion, of coolica - - - 


71 4 


40 o 
IVr 
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For extraordinary dcarncfs of pro- 
fions, &c - - 40 0 

Ditto ucarring apparel - 40 o 

A rupees 313 0 

It IS to be obferved, that no allowance is made 
for the prime coft of horfc and palanquin, which 
cannot be Lfs than one tboufand rupees, nor for 
rifqut, bruikagc, and lolfes of all forts, to which 
an ofiiccr is liable during the courfe of a cam 
paign 

And the cominittcv find, that thereupon the 
board rcloU(.d, that, notwiihftanding their great 
defire to nuke lo confidcnble a fating for the 
company, as would be done by reducing one half 
ot the officers baita, )ct hating mutually coi 
lidcrtd ct<.ry article of the abotc cflimate, they 
could find nothing m them more than fetm J 
ncccliar) , and that they therefore rcfoltcd, that 
the batta be continued on the prefent footing 
And the committee lind, 1 hat the board likcwife 
iwk under iheir delibviation the tift cxpcncc of 
elephams, camels, tnflualling the troops, and f-r 
milling boats, and thinking it the moll thgib’-* 
methoil of re lucine ihelb cxpences, that adv-riifc 
n enis ihuuld be pubbihed for contndls to b- o t 
cl into wiih the perfons who will ^krec -t ih* 
el rates ihcj ordered rotiCe to b* gui-'t 
f ^ f nt contr Ctor*, tl c their conir3^f> ih— 1 
^ ‘t / firll of December next enfuingi 
V ^ tkc mofl iron r corditu » 
11 ^ d I e dn in out, ard hid before the beard f< 



, • [ 347 ] 

iKeir mfpeaion, before fuch adyertifement took 

place. . , 

And the committee find, by the company s ge- 
neral letter to Bengal, of March the ninth, one 
thoufand feveiT hundred and fixty-thiee, that the 
direaots replied, that the extraordinary allowance 
of double batta, was what they could nonpafs over, 
without feme animadverfions : that fuch an en- 
creafe of allowance was not only entirely new to 
them } but no reafons were given, why of late ic 
would be deemed more necefl'ary, than it was )iere_. 
tofore. They obferved, that their compliance there- 
with is founded on an eftimate, which appears to 
be of a very extraordinary nature, with regard to 
the great number of fervants laid to be neceiTa^ ift 
the field j to the allldged dearnels of pro/ifions, 
which the dIre«51ors have reafon to believe is grear- 
er on the coafi; of Coromandel than in Bengal } and 
alfo to the unprecedented article of wearing apparel. 
They further remarked, th?tnotwithftanding they 
rate their field expences at 313 Arcot rupees per 
■month, yet by the general liftofbatta, inferted by 
the precedency, among their military regula- 
tions of one thoufand leven hundred and lixiy-one, 
it appears, that they had even exceeded this efti- 
maie, by allowing each captain twelve Arcot ru- 
pees per day for his common field expences, 
and they allcdged, that his Majefty's troops will 
necelTarily cxpe<5l the lame indulgence, and the 
tompany s troops, arthetr other fetdements, will 
ihink themfclves equally entitled thereto; that by 
the account in the ctmfultation of the twenty-fifth 
of September, one thoufend feven hundred and 
mty-one, the batta, or officers only, on the efta- 
blilhment at Bengal, amounted to current rupees 
Vou'^V. ^ Vy 
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£.09 : I g4 : 4 : in this year, to November, one 
ihoufand fevea hundred and fixty, which, together 
with the great additiorwl fum for the allowance cf 
one Arcoirupfee per day to three private men, vtas 
an expence which ought not, without the moft ab- 
folute necellity, to have been complied with to 
fuch an unreaionable extent; and that thefe con- 
fidetations Ibould have influenced the precedency, 
fo far as not to have fupported the rank of the of- 
ficers, fo much to the prejudice of the company, 
more efpecially at a lime when fuch great lolTes and 
charges were incurred by the war. They added, 
that they could not admit the arguments of the of- 
^ficers, ad\anced in their letter of The twenty-finb 
of September, one ihoufand feven hundred sod 
fixty-one, in fupport of their demands, to be of 
fufficlenc force, for that though they (the direc- 
tors) u ere deficous to anfwer their original with the 
military gentlemen, and to grant them encourage- 
ment fuiiable to their -merit j yet it could not ps 
juftly expedled, that they fhould be enabled tdraile 
fuch fortunes as might lead them to quite the fer- 
vicc in a fhort fpace of time ; an inconvenicncy 
which of late had happened: that they approval 
of the fteps taken for reducing the expences of 
draft cattle, vifhiaHiDg the troops, and furnilhing 
the boats ; but exprefled their regret to have found, 
by their letter, twenty-firft of January, one thou* 
fand feven hundred and fixty-two, that the whole 
cannot be ca rried into execution by contrail j rely* 
mg, however, upon the precedency to ail thereih 
a'; they lliould think moft conducive to the Intereft 
of the company. 

^ And the committee find, byagcneral letter frc»« 
bore William, fourteenth of February, one thoiy 
land feven hundred and fixty-three, Uiat the pre»* 
^ - defit 
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dent and council repiefented, that they had made . 
what rcdu(^ion they could in the; article of batia, 
and other contingent charges; pd that they had 
lately appointed a fpecial council to be held, with 
the afliliance of major Adams, and major Carnac, 
for taVing this elYentiai branch -undcT conftdttadon, 

. and making what further reduction may feem pol- 

fible. ‘ ’ ' ' r i‘ 

And the committee find. That the court of di* 
Tcftois, in their general letter of June thefirft, ono 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-four, replied^ 
That they had given their fentiments fo fully upon 
the exorbitant military expences of the prefidency”, 
in their letter of the ninth of March, one thoufand 
Ihven hundted and fixtyrthree, that ilicy had now 
only.moft pofitivciy to enforce the orders therein 
given, fo? their talung every opportunity to reduce 
them within the moft frugal bounds the general 
good of the fetvlce would adtmt of; but that, with 
refpeft of .the double batta,' however, theyj pofi- 
ilvely ordered, that, immediately upon receipt of 
their letter, half of it flioujd J>e .flruck off ; that is 
to fay, all their mUitaiy were to have fingle baita 
only. In the fame manner as it was allowed at S e 
prelidency nt.Fori St. George j and that they ear- 
Ecftly recommended, that even the' fingle baita 
fliouldbe reduced, whenever circumftances would 
admit of it ; that as the fum of fix thoufand pounds 
a year was to, be allowed lord Clive, as prefident 
and governor, they did not mean that tliJs fum tvas 
to include his extraordinary expences, in cafe his 
lordfbip fliguld at any time be under the neceflity 
of taking the field; and* that they diredled, that 
all fuch expences fbould be borne by the company 
and paid his lordflnpour of their'calli at BcnRall 



C S5» i 

in which bufinefs they recommended all the fruga- 
lity that was conliftent with the Icrvice. 

And the commmee find, that the prefident and 
council at. Fort William, in their conlultation of the 
twenty-fifth of January, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-five, determihed, that as the batta 
to the army was thought proper and necelfary, on 
account of their being engaged inadlual i'etviceof 
much confequence, the deduction thereof ftjould be 
referred for the prelent, at Icaft till the arrival of 
lord Clive, and the other members, with the er- 
pedted field officers, and added, iliat they hoped, 
by the example and fupport of thefe latter, to mett 
with lefs difficulty in this undertaking. 

And the committee find, that the fekdb com* 
mittecat Fort William, of the thirteth ofSeptent* 
ber, one thoufand feycn hundred and fixtj-fivt, 
acquainted the diredtors, that they had already 
iflued their orders for finking off half the double 
batta, and,lbouId, in a very few days, pot their 
force entirely on a footing with tlie troops on the 
coaft of Coromandel, which would be rcduciog 
the military cxpences of the prefidcncy as lo-^ 
as they oould bear, confjftently with the jntereft 
of the company, and tjic good of the fervice. 

And the committee find, that the feledt coin- 
niittee at Fort William, in their letter of March 
the twenty-fourth, one thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty-fix, rcprefenicd, that the diredlors were 
already advifed, that their orders refpedtingtnc 
leduftion of the batta took place on the fiiff 
of that year ; that this meafure had produc^ 
fome murmurings and complaints among the fub* 
alterns, and even a memorial to the council fro^' 
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ihc officers of the. firfl: brigade t that the ()refi- 
dency, however, confcious of the neceffity of re- 
ducing the military expences/were determined to 
fee thefe orders ftri<aiy obeyed, though, 'at the 
fame time, thy muft confefs, that, .until the 
charges incurred on account of fervants, horfes, 
and the neceflary equipage of the field in this cli- 
mate, were diflinguifhed by fome public regula- 
tion, tl.e allowance of a lubaltern .would fcarccly 
maintain him in the ftation of a gentleman* 

And the committee find, that the direftors, in 
their general letter of March the fourth, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixey-feven, approved 
very much the firmnefs of the prefidency in re- 
ducing the batta, and declared, that they trufied 
to their prudence to regulate it in fuch a manner^ 
as, on one hand, to give no juft ground for mur- 
muring, and on the other, ftrenuouPy to main- 
tain what they thought it their duty to conform to; 
that they expefted to be informed, if the officers 
of the firft brigade had proceeded farther than 
prefeuting their mcmoiial, and that they., ftiould m 
the moft exaft manner be acquainted, if any of 
them had diftingu\ft\ed thcmfclves, by an oppo- 
fition to the order of the prefidcncy. 

And the committee find, by a general letter of 
the feventcenth of March, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-fix, to the feleit committee at 
Fort William, that the direftors exprefled the 
real plcafurc with which they obferved the good 
efledb of regimenting their tn?eps, by a beginning 
of difcipline, fubordination, and ccconomy, and 
that they flattered tbcmfelves, that the prefidcncy 
hjd fuccccded in their endeavoprs for reducing 

their 
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their heavy TnUitar) cxpcnccs, and m parilaiUr 
for flriktng off half the double batta, to put them 
upon the lame footing as Fort St. George. 

And the eommiitee examined Henry Strache), 
Efquire,.wlth regajd to certain meafures tafccu, 
in one thoufand feven hundred and for 

the puipofe of reducing the batta ailovied co the 
troops in Bengal, and with regard to the con/c- 
quenecs of thofe meafures, and he produced to 
the committee a narrative of thofe tranfa^ioni. 


The committee now proceed to lay before the 
houfe what has occurred to them material upon 
the fubjedt ot extraordmary contingent ex- 
peaces. « 

And they find, that the prefident and'eountii* 
in their general Utter from Bengal of November 
the twelfth,' one thoufand feven hundred spd 
fi'^ty*one, informed the coutt of dire^ors, tlut 
ha^mg received from the prefident and council at 
Fort St. George, a cop/ of ibelr orders of the 
the fourteentli of March, one thoufand leien 
hundreti and fixty-onc, which directed colonel 
Cook’s field expcnccs to be paid out of th'-* 
of Bengal; they accordingly communicated the 
fame to the colonel, who informed them that the 
.amount of his charges during the fifteen nionihs 
which hq commanded the army on the coafi, w 2 S 
Arcot rupees 6o,ood ; and the prefident and couu* 
cil obferved, that although this fum being 
brought together may appear large, >et, for the 

tcafooi 
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reafons mentioned In the (aid letter, they were of 
opinion, that his table could not have been kept 
for lefs, and therefore direfted the fame to be im- 
mediately difeharged. , 
Andthecommitteefind, by a minute of the fe- 
ledt committee at Fort William, of Oftober the 
ttventy-fifth, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-lne, that lord Clive being arrived, the com- 
mittee took into conOderation the company’s or- 
ders to reduce the enormous military charires of 
tions"^"^^'^^"'^^’ tmd came to the following rcfolu- 

To write to the colonels of the feveral brieades 

“ S''"® ''>= oliccts’ 

under their command, that in future they are to 
depend ^ollyupon their pay and batta, without 

Thar, after the 6rft of January next the 
batta will beftruckolFiJom aTl dm ’troopf t 
tioncd in cantonments within the province^ and 
heir pay reduced preoifely tp..he allowance made’ 
'’'® Coromandelcol^: 

fing from the fca-ci' “/T"'”'' <^'®<^u''ies aii- 

“ “f Aicot rupees, their pay 

* IhouM 



t 35^ 1 

Ihould in future be t0ucd in Surat rupees : And 
further, 

•That if at any time the troops ihould be cm* 
ployed beyond the limits of the* provinces, fuch 
addition ihould be made to their batta, as might 
be thought reafonable. 

That for the better maintaining the dignity of 
the colonels of brigades, and enabling them to 
fupport the expence of a public table in the field, 
and for other officers, an additional allowance 
Ihould be made them of forty rupees per diem, 
which allowance was to be enjoyed by the field 
officers who ihould command the brigade for the 
time being. 

That field officers, commanding a dctatch* 
ment, ihould have the fame batta as their next 
fuperiorj which indulgence was not to extend 
lower than the rank of a major. 

That the commanders of brigades iliould be ac- 
quainted with the preiidcncy's having appointed 
paymafters to each brigade ; and direfted, that 
in future the pay not only of the officers-and fol- 
'diers, but of coolies, and all other perfons em- 
ployed by the company on account of the arm)'* 
ihould be iffued by the paymafters, together with 
all difburfements and contingent charges. 

That the conimiffary Ihould be ordered to mui* 
ter all perfons, military and others, who received 
the company’s pay, at the clofe of every monthf 
or as near as the fervice would admit. 

That no bills of any kind ihould be paid, until 
they were duly counterfigacd by the commanding 
. oftlcCT. 

And the committee find, that the fclcfl coin* 
mittQC 
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mittcc agreed to traofmij: thefe rcfolutions to th^ 
tomman^ers of the fe\CTal brigades; enjoining 
tlicif ftrid obedience, and requiring theft’i to notify 
the fame to’ the officers of the different corps. ' 

And the comiTiittce find,^ by a general letter of 
the court of direftors; of, December the^ twenty- 
fourth; one tlibuTand fevcit hundred and fixty- 
five, that they by no means approved of flie allow- 
ance of 4,000 rupees per mouth, for the field eJt- 
penccs for the Commander in chief, and that they 
allcdgcd; that the example made to colonel Cootc 
(which the prefidency had followed) never had 
met with their approbation ; and they direfied the 
p’refident and council to conform,’ as hear as pof- 
hble, to the Fort Sc/ George cflabiilhment i which 
nab for the table and other field cxpQuccs of the 
conamandcr in chief, during his being in the 
field, 10 pagodas per diem, and from 55 to 30 
coolits for his baggage; but they added, thit 
they djd not mean 'to limit* this expcnce when 
lord Clive took th’e field as commandet in»chicf, 
h2\ing ordered in general terms, that his lordfiiip 
was to be allowed his field cxpences; ; > 

And the committee find, that the fele6- com- 
mittee at Fott William, in a letter of the nine- 
teenth of February,' one tboufand: fc\cn hundred 
and fi\t\-fe\cn, reprefented, that In times of pnl- 
found jieace, when the troops lofc the advantage 
they cniay in the field,* and aic reduced in cduton- 
lucnts to half batta, nnd in garrifon to ibcir'mcfc 
pay, it was fcarce poffiblc that the fubalrern o/- 
iKcrs could fubfiff, and maintpin the, appearance 
which they ought, of gentlemen; that the pre- 
fichney would try c\er\ poffibio means to reduce 
2. 2/ the 
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the cxpcnccs, and to lower the wages and nuenbef 
of Icrvants ; but thatabufes had prevailed fo long, 
and cftabliflied thcmfclves fo firml)’, that timeand 
rigour would be required to remove them ; -that 
colonel Smith had already made great progrefs in 
the reformation of hif inilitarv edabllfhmcnt, and 
that they were perfuaded, that the fame aftivity 
which had been exerted in reducing the army to 
difeipline and obedience, would be continued in 
order to influence the olheers to prudence and a* 
conomy, 

Extradb of a letter from colonel Richard Smithy 
to the governor and council at Bengal, dated 
Sept. 10, lydG. 

Agreeable to your orders, I font you an ac- 
count of my cxpcnccs. I own, I feel nnfeif 
ihcr hurt, that you Ihould think it poffiblc foe 
me to make any unrcafonable charges. What 
extra expcnccs has been incurred falls not on the 
company; the flipulation with the king being 
thirty thoufand rupees per month ; and the com- 
pany’s extra charges upon a medium, did not 
amount to twenty-four thoufand rupees per 
month. 

The honourable company 
To batta, colonel commanding 
the army of obfervation, from 
the 4th of May, 1765, to the 
3illof July, 1765, being 89 
days, at 75 rupees per day 

pay 


Dr. 


- 6,675 
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Pay of !iiei;carralis in thcfe three 

months - - " 3 ^° 

Batn and prefeiits to fevcral cf- 
corts on the ront ftom Ca\cut- 
ta to Banaras - ■* 43 ° 


To e^pences during my com- 
mandj from the ift of Auguft, 

1765, to the ift of Auguft, 

1766, at a medium, amount- 

ing to 4,700 rujices per 
month - . . - 

To a Horfc, died on fervicc ac 
Suragapoor camp, which coft 
me - • -r 

To extraordinary cxpcnces in- 
curred during my command 
at Allahabad and Patna, viz. 

Paid the company for broad 
cloth and \elvet, prefented to 
the king and BjohiUa chiefs, 
as by inioice tranfmittcd to 
me by Mr, Sumner - - 1,786 

Paid Mr, Aloodie for looking 
glafies, trinkets, and toys, 
prefented to the king - - 2,000 

Nogaranahs for mjfcU and pub- 
lic ofiicets on public da) s - 1,200 

Prefents to the nabob Shujah 
Dowlah, and his fons - 780 

Ditto the nabob Afhey Rhamet 
pawn, tne Rolnlidh chief - 1,820 


7j4<5S 

56,400 

1,200 


Ditto 
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Ditto to nabob Jnut Cattn, his 
fon 

Ditto to Mahotnitl R lahCavn, 
naib of the pro\ nccs 

I \pcncc oftliL Miraita irgoci 
ation, ami pr tint to Md 
ncah al Dovhh H ni H hailu 
Nudjit Ca \n, kt - z,o-.6 


Head Quarttrs, at 
Mjr Abfeelo 
Sept. 10, 1766. 



Extract of the comi>an)'s general letter to Bep 
gal, dated the tuuniicth ot November, one 
thouland feven hundred and fi^t) fcvco. 


The commiHion 114 Being fatisficd 
granted upon much our trade and potlcf 
the Dewarnee fions mnv be j^lTcilcd bj the 
revenue. goodlcrvicc of the coinp3 

ny’s military oBIcers, the c 
1 fore the better to cncour''gc them to c\ert th^ 
fehes in the prefcrvation of ihcle great objiclSj 
we have thought proper to allpw them to Ih-fC 
in the follow lUff manner, viz. 

Shares 

The commander m chief (as fuch only, 
hi, not being to havef a flnreas mem 
berot the fekdb committee or coun- 
cil) to have - - - - 7I 
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Colonels each* - • ” 2 * 

*tieuccn.inc colonels each - - - li 

Majors each - - ' “ “ •+ 1 ' 

115. The 'topple pco\il!oti here affigned to' the 
commander In chief, aflareshiin otan honourable 
competency ; and we ei.pcft colonel Smith, and 
his lucccllors in the command, {Iwll continue to 
Ijicw an unremitting attention to theif duty, and 
the preienting all frauds and abufes in the ex- 
penccs of the army, 

1 1 6. The allowances made to the reH of the 
field oflicers, arc fuch as put our fcr\icc on a 
more adt aiuagcous footing than any other military 
iccvicc in the world, and gives them the profpeft 
of improving their fortunes by a gradual pro- 
greflion. 

117. Aftef all the allowances arc made to the 
company’s principal civil and military fervants, 
as before dirciffecd, a confidcrablc proportion of 
the two and one-half per cent, commifljon will 
remain unappropriated ; in order therefore to en- 
courage the reft of the company*s military officersj 
and tq remove every complaint of reduction of 
double batta, we have thought proper to make 
them, over and 'above their prefent cftablilhed 
pay, the following allowances by w'ay of dona- 
tion or gratuity only, aqd which arc to be pVid 
them accordingly, viz. to a captain three fliil- 
lingsaday, to a lieutenant two Ihillings a day, 
to an enfign one IhilUng a day. 

But we muft here obferve to you, and ac- 
cordingly dirva, that neither a colonel, lieute- 
nant colonel, or major, is to be allowed the 
* ' ' three 
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three fliillings a da), as cap^a '* cfa co-npan) , 
ihares uc lave allotted tliem in the produce tre- 
two and a half per cent upon the revenue^, being 
in full tor our donat on or gratuity, aS v'^ell tor their 
being captains as fluid officers And here it is pro 
per to intorm you, chat it u o-r poliiu c orders, that 
the double batta be never reftored to an) of ourof- 
hcers whatfoever. 

Extract from th** Compan_, 's general Letter to 
gal, dated i6ih March, 1760 

" As the company’s exterjfve and rich pofTcFcns 
in India, cannot be fccired but by a hrge body of 
•welireguhted troops, wchave conlultca lord Clive, 
gcnenl, Lawrence, Caillaud, and Carnac,.ard other 
military gentlemen, on this important fub/ft, 
and have thereupon found it neceflary to make fome 
iome alterations m the prefent m linr) eftablifli 
meats, at the feveral prelidencies , at ypur’s/*^ 
particular, where the company ha\u fo much at 
itake, It IS highly e pedient to en re fe the nuni' 
ber ol Luropeans, and to have them commarded 
by a larger propo-iion of heH and othvr officers 
Upon this idea, we have thought proper to adopt 
the foUo\ mg plan for the mihtaT) eftablnhment la 
Bengal, which you are to carry into execution ac- 
cordingly, ns foon 3S)oucan We lend yoilthis 
ienfon tor Fort St, George and Bengal, about one 
thoufard feven hundred recruits, as you have bun 
already advifed, about one thouiand two hundred 
vrliercof arc intended for)ou, and w^' give the 
R-nieiiar) dircilions to the prelidcnt an t council oj 
the firft named place acuirdingl). \\e alfo fend 
you fe.i.raIoffi«i.rs, as hcreaLer mentioned, and it 
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jr Ifttention to fupplyyou with fuch a number 
ecruits annually, as will keep the fevcral corps 
ipleat. 

nibad thereof, of the eftablilhment as it now, 
ds, the following is to be lubfiltuced and adopt* 
vi2. 

c is to confill of i^rec regiments; each r 6 gU 
It to be divided ihio two battallions ; -each bat- 
ion to be conipofed of feven companies, and 
graaadisr company ; each of t)ie faid feven 
apanies to confift of one captain, one lieutenant, 

: enfign, four ferjeants, four, corporals, two 
immers, and dfty-tive private men ; and the 
nadittts company to conlid of a captain, three 
jienants, five lerjeants, ‘ five corporals, three 
immers, and futy-feven private men. 

The field officers are to be, a colonel to eacli of 
: three regiments, and a lieutenant-colonel and 
ijor to each batalHon. 

According to the faid edablhliment, the three 
giments there, are to be conipofed of three cob- 
Is, fix Ueutenants-colonels, fix majors, makes 
teen, forty-eight captains, fisty lieutenants, for- 
-two enfigns, makes one -hundred and fifty j one 
indred and nint)’-eight ferjeants, one hundred and 
nty-eight corporals, one hundred and two drum- 
ers, makes two- hundred and ninty-eighr private 
en, two thoufand live hundred and two; in all, 
irce thoufand one hundred and fixty-fiv'e. 

That the fevcral battallions may be' compleatly 
fTicu/ed, 2grse2bh (o our iat<fations e^rprefied tri 
le feventy-ninth paragraph, iha cufiom of 'the 
eU officers havingthe command of com panle'^, is 
oreby required to be fei afide j confequently they 

not 
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are not to be entitled to pay as* captains of compi- 
nies, or advantages ariling therefrom by cloathiug; 
or any other emolumetits whadbever. Houever, 
this pay of field officers, asfuch, not being fufficl- 
ent to fbpport them in a manner fnitable to their 
rank, we do agree, and accordingly direct, tlnr 
they be allowed an addition of ten Ihillings a dajj 
Viz. colonfel as field officer, fifteen fiiillings. ' 

Addition as before, ten fhiUings, mdkes 150 
A lieutfenant-colonel as field officer b 10 0 

Addition as above - - b 10 d 


■' i 0 0 

A major as field officer - ' - 0-50 

Addition as above , • b 10 0 

. 0 15 0 

The allowances feveraily alloied id them out of 
llic revenues, as diredted in our general letterof 
the ‘twentieth 'November laft, in addition to the 
above-mentioned ones; wfe confider as a verj' ampk 
Compenfation for every former advantage arifiag 
to field officers as captains of companies. 

As much depends upon a well-regulated corps of 
artillery, and in order to give all fitting encourage- 
ment to the officers of fijch corps, it is to be Ibrmtd 
into a battalion, confiftingof four companies, 02ch 
fcompany to be compoled of one captain^ one C3p* 
iain-lieutcnant, one firft lieutenant, one fecofil 
lieutenant, three lientenant-fireworkers, feven f^r" 
jeants, fix corpordlsf two drummers; two lifers* 

lefl 
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abombadlets, twenty gunnets , in all, torty-fix'; 
fty-eight matrofles , mail, 104; total 111. ‘ ^ 

The held officers lothefaid corps, are to be a 
lutenant-colonel, and a major j according to which 
fpofition, the battalions of ahillery is to be com- 
ilcdof, viz. 

One lleutenant*colon?!, one major, tsvo cap- 
ins, four captain-lieutenants, four hrfthcuienanis, 
ur lecond lieutenants, twelve Heutenants-firework- 
s, twenty-eight, t^\enty-fou^ ferjeants, twentj- 
ur corporals, eight drummers, and eight fifers, \ 
■rty bombadieis, eighty gunners, 184* 231 ma- 
oflesj total,’- 446. 

The feveral officers, and others belonging to tJis 
)rps of artillery, are to be always kept therein, 
id not removed into any other corps, as without 
icb a reftriAlon the fervice would be liable td 
lany inconvemencies. By way of encouragement/ 
lerefore, we have adopted the plan, as before-^ 
lentioncd, of having field officers therein as high 
s a lieutenant-colonel, to give them rank in the 
rmy, beyond which they arc not at any time in- 
itled to raife. 

The faid field officers, viz. the Ueutenant-colos' 
nel, and major, are to be on the footing of thofe 
of the fime rank of the infantry, as to no^having 
companies, and being allowed fhares in the reve- 
nues, according to their rank, im addition to their 
pay as field omcers, as mentioned in the eighty-' 
fecond and eighty-third paragraphs. 

With refped: to the other ofiicejs of this corps^ 
they are to have, in addition to their ufual pay,' 
by way of donation or gratuity, the allowances 
mentioned in our letter of the twendedi of Novem- 

VoL. IV. 3 A \sr 
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berlaft, and upon the fame condition'; > that is. w 
-Tay, a captain three {hillings a day, as captain* 
lieutenant, two {hillings and Itxpcnce a day, a lieu- 
tenant two jhillings, and lieutenant-fireworker one 
{hilling ; and their rank, with refpeft to the rell 
of our forces, is to be as captains, lieutenants, and 
the lieutenant-fireworkers as enfigns, 

To give all fitting encouragement likewife to the 
corps of engineers, and to put it as nearly on a 
footing with our others, in point of rank and emo- 
luments, as the nature of the fervice confidently 
will admit of, we have thought proper to adopt 
the following plan j and we accordingly direil, that 
the faid corps be compofed of a chief engineer, to 
take rank as lieutenant-colonel, a dire^or ditto 
as 'major, three fub-dire£fors ditto, as captains, 
two fub-engtneers ditto, as lieutenants, two prac* 
tioner engineers, ditto enfigns. , '' 

The number of thefe lafl-named clafles^may be 
increafed, as the nature of the fervice may require} 
from among fuch of the lieutenant-fireworkers, and 
cadets, as lhall be properly qualified for fuch 
tions. 

The peifons who {hall fill the faid feveral na- 
tions, are to remain in the corps of engineers, and 
are not to be removed into any other } advancing, 
however, therein according to their {landing, as 
far as the ranlts of .lieutenant-colonel, but no 
Jpgher. 

The chief engineer isjto be allowed the pay o* 
lieutenant-colonel, as fettled {or officers in that rank 
in theeighty-fecond paragraph, of this letter, viz. 
{hillings a day, which, 'with a proportionate ihai® 
.of the ^revenues, upon the terms and ' conditions 
mentioned 
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mentioned %viih refpe£i to the ofiicctsof the Cimc 
rank, and fettled in our letter of the twatticih No- 
vember laft, are to be in full confidcratton both for 
his iiition,as chief engineer, and his rank as lieu- 
tenant-colonel. . ^ - 

The diredor being the next officer, is to be al- 
lowed the pay of a major, Ukewife fettled for of* 
ficers in that rank in the eighty fecond paragraph 
of this letter, viz. Fifteen {lullmgs a day, which 
with a proportionable (hare of the revenues, upon 
the terms and conditions before-mentioned and fet- 
tled in the letter of the iweniicih November lad, 
are to be in full confideration both for his ftation as 
diiedtor, or affiibnc engineer, and his rank of 
major. 

The other rricmbcfs of the faid corps are to 
have an additional pay by way of gratuity or dona- 
tions, in the fame manner as the red of ourmiKtary 
officers} that is to {ay, thofe in the rank of cap- 
tains three (hillings a day, lieutenant two ihillings, 
and enfigns one (hilling, . ‘ 

As we arc now regulating our military fyftem at 
Bombay, upon a plan fomething fimilar with that at 
our prefidencies. Lieutenant Colonel Bemble, who 
belongs to the Bombay cftabUnimenc, is therefore 
to proceed thither accordingly, if he is not already 
gone, agreeable to the orders of our.Iettersof th^ 
twenty fourth December, one thouland feven hun- 
dred and fixty five, and twenty fixth of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty fix j having 
appointed him colonel and commander in chief, 
under the prefident ami council, of all the com- 
pa^’s forcesat that prcfidency.* 

^^..^kerations we have now ordered, with 
tefpeft to the military iyftem at your prefidency,^ 
A 3 . mor.n 
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more field officers arc wanting, lUiCwife go^ ani 
experienced officers below thele ranks. We ther^ 
fore fend out this leafon three lieutenant coloneh, 
three majors, and the feveral captains and lieuten- 
ants hare under-mentioned, viz. 

Lieutenant Colonels; Charles Champion, Georee 
S^piU Matthew Ufiie. Majors; ^ViIliam ling- 
hffi, John Morrilbn, William Blair, Captains? 
William Popham, William Croffiy, Alexander 
.Kols,'John Burrington, Benjamin Alhe. William 
1 homlon, James Freeman, ilham Peake, Tofepii 
W Ilham Crabb, Benjamine Wroe, Timothy Ed- 
wards, Chrlftopher Hotsfall. Captain Lieutenant? 
Kogec Hogg, Lieutenants; William Law, Wil- 
hamWilfon, John Scott, Michael Bruce, Walter 
^Bruland Martin Gilpin, Richard Lucas, JohiiDj 
-pont, Walter Maynard, Henry Atkinfon, ’Thomas 
M'Nabb, I'homas Cavioll, RuiVel 
GouU* Hanie, Alexander Munro, James 

^ In order to fettle the rank of the feveral before- 
•mentioned officers, wc muft previoufiy inform 
you, that It IS our pleafurc and orders, that Rich- 
.ard Smith, cfquire. Sir Robert Barker, and Jo- 
•lepni cat, cfquirc, now in Bengal, be the colo- 
nels ot the three regiments of infantry, Charles 
•Chapman, Hugh Grant, and William Smith, 
'StSs^*^ li'^UEcnanc colonels of three of the fuc ' 

lift of the army in 
bv thf' £ ^ /hrvicc in Bengal, tranfmltted to u 

th^ which is the laft received, 

of maiftre thereon in the rank 

J * ^iBinguifiiing whether they be- 

; - . • • • long 
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long to the regiments cf infantry or the feapoy 
battalions, viz. Giles Stibbarr, William Smith, 
Primrofe Galliez, Gilbert Ironfide, James Morgan, 
Anthony PoUor, and Chriftian Fiftier. . 

- But as only three of the faid majors could, ac- 
cording CO our late eftablilhment, belong to three 
TegimSts of infantry, one of whom, viz. Wil- 
liam Smith; is advanced, as above direded, ro 
be a lieutenant colonel, the other muft of courfc 
belong to the feapoys ; we conclude, therefore, 
•that' three'of ^hc faid gentlemen will be in pof- 
feffion of commifiionsas majors pf infantry at the* 
time this letter comes to your hands ; and i£ you 
judge them deferving^arc to continue as fueb. 

Here we mufV'Kowcvcr inform you, it is our 
nleafurc and dircdioiis, that Giles Stlbberr, James 
Morgan, Anthony PoUer, Chriftian Fifchcr, and 
Douglafs Hill, arc not at any time to rife to an 
higher rank in the fcrvicc^ihan majors; the faid 
limitation wtch'^reCped to majors Police and Fif- 
■clier, is on account of their being foreigners, 
agreeable to the general rule laid down in our 
letter, under date the. nineteenth of Febniarj', 
ohethoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix. * 

Since our before-meniioned appolntmenr, lieu- 
tenant colonel Chailes^ Champion has obtained 
our leave to remain in England another feafon, 
for the. recovery of his health, which however is 
to b6 no prejudice m point of rank when he fhall 
arrive in Bengal ; only the following gentlemen 
then at prefent proceed to'their ftations, who are, 
upon thcirarrival, to be lieutenant colonels of two 
oi the fix battalions, in the order they are here 
pamed, viz. George Sempell and Matthew Lef- 
'• ' lie ; 
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He ; the vacancy of one of the battalions, occa- 
Honed by lieutenant colonel Champion’s not pro- 
ceeding this fcafon, you are hereby authorifed to 
fill up with a proper perfon, in the rant of lieute- 
nant colonel, next below lieutenant colonel 
Leflie. 


And the majors, William Englifli, John Hot- 
rifonj and William Blair, are in like manner to 
be majors of the three battalions. 

Lieutenant colonel Sempell is to rank next be- 
youngeft lieutenant colonel in the com- 
mtmon, when this letter comes to hand, and 
lieutenant colonel Leflie next below Sempell. 

Major Englifli’s rank is to be next below the 
youngeft major in commiffion, on the receipt of 
this letter; and the majors Morrifon and Blair, 
in nic order they arc named, next below Englilh. 

fhe captains and lieutenants are to cake rank 
next one another in the order they are arranged in 
the ntncty.fixth paragraph in this letter; and oa 
thcix arrival m Bengal, they arc to fank, with rc- 
Ipect to the other officers in the company's feruce 
wlio lhall be in coinmiffion when you receive tbit 
icttcr, m thc following order, that is to fay, the 
lirlt captain proceeding from hence is to rank next 
oclow the youngeft captain in commiflion a* 
n o\c mentioned, and the others arc to follow In 
the order they arc named ; the fame method is to 
uc obfcrv-cd in the ranking the lieutenants under 
the > oungLit heutenanr in commiflion. 

. \ ‘•‘7 captains and lieutenants arc to fuccccd 

«ati‘cdthcm, as vacancies 
in the mean time, they 
be allowed the uluai pay, as captains and 
Hew 
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lieutenants, and arc to be employed in tiie feanov 
batmlions, or otherwife, agreeable to their re^ 
fpeftive ranks as you Iball judge moll conducive 
to the good of the iervice. 

With refpea: to the corps of artillerv,. as we 

hate now planned it into a battalion, Flemina- 
Martin, now m Bengal, is to have the command 
as lieutenant colonel, and Thomas Deane Pearce 

ma];'; therco^ 

■ appointed David Rofatt/and 

James Barnett, to be captains of artillerv and 
hey are accordingly to nil fuch vacancies is fliaU 
be therein upon the r arrival or tboii c ‘ 
next after their arrival ,• and ?h’ey ire m 
they. are here named, 'next under the hften? 

tarn m conimiflion, upon their arriving in Buni^ ‘ 
i]ic fcvcral officers nowin 

eentinued ip the corps, and Le X 
therein according to their refpeffive ri^ks if 
find them deferving; but there afe rw ' 
lieutenants, viz. Patrick Duff' ^I'l? ”Ptaii' 
ren, who may L of ufeTn Aok ftir' 
to advance farther : it ii 

da not rife higher. ^ ^ 'hey 

_ .‘Is it will be greatly for the brnrfir ' 

'ICC to have as many young Eentleinrn ^'n 

I'hcd in the artiller/ and efgmSi. hr " i 
cdncation, to be added to thi artZ“r„ 
lja\eaccordinjTly entcrtainerl th ''c 

youngcll 
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^ voungcft of the fame rank, who fliall be on )cu 
lill upon the receipt of thefe advices, viz. 

James Mavaffree, Thomas Nepean, James 
Cockburn, Francis Moore, Thomas Harris, 
James Irwin, Jullly Hill, George Sampfoa^ 
Thomas Cooper Everitt, Charles Fitzgcraldi 
John Infle}’, George Dear, Robert Dawes. 

Having regulated the corps of engineers in th: 
manner before mentioned, we have appointed 
Archibald Campbell to be chief engineer, and 
rank as lieutenant colonel; and James' LilHtnan 
to be dircilor, and rank as major in that corps. 

We have direded Ucuicnant colonel Campbcjl 
to proceed firft to Bombay, to cjcecute fuch di« 
redlions as we fhall give, 'in regard to the worw 
carried on under that prcfidctlcy ; which fcrvics 
being executed, Mr. Campbell will thcn’gooa 
to Bengal, where he is to remain, and complete 
the works under your direftions.* 

Lieutenant colonel CampbclFs pay and fliarcof 
the revenues before mentioned, is to commence 
frpm his firft arrival at Bombay : 'but as the 
amount can only be afeertained at Bengal, if Wt' 
Campbell fliould 'apply for aiiy advances on ac* 
count of. what may become due to him during his 
continuance at Bombay for the fore-mentioned 

purpofes, 'we lhall dircA our faid prcfidency to 
lupply him with fuch lums as he may requeft, for 
defraying his cxpcnccs while he remains there; 
foe which they arc to -take his bond or bonds, 
which are to be forwarded to'yoU, and to he re- 
covered out of the firlt money that lliall become 
due to him. 

Colo- 
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Colonel Campbell having no feparate infiruc- 
tions or powers iromus, as engineer, he is to aft 
under your dii;eftion : you ar<; therefore Co give 
him the ncccflary orders from time to time, and 
furnilh him vith copies of fuch parts ot our 
letter, and your own proceedings, as may be moil: 
ufctultohim, ami of whatever die may be ncceC- 
fary and material for his information ; in doing 
which you will always keep in view the conduft- 
ingthenorks with the utmoil diligence, occonomy, 
and frugality, fo fieqncntly recommended to your 
caic and attention. 

He is to hy before you, from time to time, the 
progtefs made in the fhvcul works carried on un- 
der his direftion j which is to be tranfiniltcd ro 
us as often as convc)anccs olfcr ; and at the fame 
time, you aic to give us your opinion thereupon. 

That the feveral olliccrs now proceeding to 
Bengal, may be fully informed upon what ccjms 
•they are entetcained, and thereby to take away alt 
pretences for altercations ou'accounc of rank, or 
'otherwife, upon their arrival, previous, to their 
taking the ul'ual oath, to be true and faithful* to 
the company in their feveral flations, they were 
each of them fliewn a paper by j pur fecrctary, 
to which they declared their alfent and agrec^- 
ment •, of which the following is a copy, viz. 

That all fuch as are, or have been in his majef- 
ty’s fcrvice, are to take rank of one anotlier in 
their arrangement here, and according to the dates 
of their refpcftjve commiiiions, that is to fay. 

The licOtcn.ant colonels are to rank with each 
other of the Umc clafs, as lieutenant colonels. 

The nmiors, in like manner, as majors. 

VoL. iV. B b b Th2 
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The captains* in like maimer, as captaiilSi 

The lieutenants, in like manner, as licpte* 
nants. 

That on their arrival in India, they are to nnk 
next to the lowcft of the fame clafs there, in the 
order they arc named from hence, vizi the firll 
perfon of each clafs upon the lifthereis to take rank 
under the laft officer of the company's of the fame 
denomination, \vho fltall be in commiffion on their 
arrival in India. 

That it is to be obferved however, that fneh 
officers belonging to the company, who have 
leave to return to their fcrvice, are to take rank 
agreeable to the laft commiffions given them in 
India, in the fame manner, as if they had con- 
tinued there. 

That they are not only to obey their fuperior 
officers according to the rules and difclphnc of 
war, but arc to be entirely fubjedt to the orders 
of the governor and council at each prcfidcncy, 
who arc the company’s legal reprefen cativ es ; as 
likewife, to fuch orders as they may receive from 
a'y; of the company's civil fervants, at their fcvc- 
ral fubordinatc fettle’ments, to whom the gover- 
nor and council Ihall think fit to delegate fuch 
authority. 

^ That as they arc entirely fubjedk to the autho- 
rity of the company's cKil reprefentatives, fothc 
governor and council, upon the mifbehavlour of 
any officer, may, whenever they think fir, take 
away fuch officers commiffion without bringing 
him before a court martial, according, to die gc* 
ncral pradlice of the fcrvicc. 
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If it fhall happen that the recruits going out 
this feafon will more than complete the icvcral 
corpS} according to the prclent cftablifliment, 
you are, infuchcafe, to caofe them to be equally 
divided among the laid corps. v 

Having thus in general fettled the outlines of 
the military elbbhllimpnt of Bengal, you arc 
firiftly to conform thereto. We arc fenfible there 
are many regulations ncccflbry for effectually car-t 
rying the fanip into c'tecution ; we therefore re- 
commend it to you, to fettle as foon after the re*, 
ceipt of this as polliblc ; and in order to affift you 
therein, we now fend you the printed military 
code or plan given out at Madrafs in one thoufand 
feven hundred and litt>rfivc, for the troops on the 
CoaO: of CoTocnanckl, which, allowing for the 
difference of the fervicc at the two prcfidencies, 
may be adapted to iho fuuaiion and panipular 
circumftanccs of the troops employed in Bengal, 
varying the rules, orders, and regulations ac- 
cordingly, Such a code can only be drawn ou^ 
upon the fpot j we direft, therefore, thaC)oii 
form one as foon as you can, and tranfinit it to us 
for our information and further direftions ; and 
here ^Ye are to obferve, that it is not by multi- 
plying orders and regulations that a military fyf-; 
tem can improve, but by a ftriL'l attention that 
the orders given, are obferved and obeyed. 

You are not only to tranfmit us a copy of fuch 
^ a code annually, but you are likewife to tranfmit 
copies to other prclidencies, who arc to do the 
fame with refpeft to you. This mutual commu- 
pj^ation, will, if duly attended to, be produdlivc 
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of a (imilarity of rjftems throughout our nh* 
poircfilons. 

' In conrequcrcc of the confidcrabic incrcafccf 
our European ht'anrrv, wc rcconmicnd a proper* 
tionablo clccrcaic ot the feaposs; and\\cihink 
that reduction tliouKI not be ids than three thou* 
land from the bri^xndc fcipot s. V.’c do not poll* 
ti\c!s orticr jr, bur depend on ^our diftrctiou to 
do^ it nlicn time an<l circumllancc will admit; 
neiihcr fhall \\c prdenbe liovv it fliall be carr.cd 
nito execution, having it to jou either to rcduca 
thcprovtnciil feapoxs, and incorporate the ihres 
Uioufand to be reduced from the armv fcapotl 
into the provincial corps : ncvcrthtltfs, keepirg 
tip the dillintflion due to the brigade feapoys, by 
putting them on more foldier-likc forvicc than 
that or collec'bing the revenues,— When this re- 
duiTlion fliall be made, we fidl think a Handing: 
force of three regiments, and the artillery bat- 
talion, and fifteen thoufand fcayioys, is far fupe* 
nor to any country force that can be brought a- 
gainft the provinces, and the Icllcning the pro- 
portion between the Europeans and fcanoys is ad- 
ding to our lafet). 

^Vlth refpvdt to the fiiid corps of feapoys, ixa 
cannot here form a perfect judgment of the num- 
ber requifitc, as that mud depend on tiic circum- 
ixa'iccs and fituation of affairs, as before obferved; 
and the forming them mud be left to \ our d ifere- 
tiou, obferving that this cdablifiiment,' mud in all 
Its parts, be calculated to loforce order, difciplmc, 
anO lubordination, for on this we mud depend, 
an by this \^e are to hope to maintain ourfupen- 
pTity, and give fccurity to our fy ftcin of govern- 
ment. 
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n]cnt, Thpfe good purpofes will be beft anfwer- 
ed b\ )our pi) mg than rcguUrlj, ufing chon 
w ith huinanic) , and gi\ mg the bite ilions as many 
Puropcin commifHon and non commiflioned of- 
ficers as tho fervice cm afford^, an,d lord CIi\e 
informed us, that is tin. ftapojs irc feparated anc^ 
divided into three brigades, the danger of their 
holding cabals of iny alarming nature is in a great 
incifurc avoided , to which his lordfhip adds, that 
the beft idditional iecuntv he can think of^ is cq 
I nve each battalion compofed ot an equal number 
of Gentoos and Muffelraen, and to encourage a^ 
nvallhip of difciphne between them, all whiclv 
wc recommend to )our attention 

The rcalons -fligned tor entertaining eight in- 
depen d'*nt battalions of rcipo}s for the colledioii 
of the icveiucs, to wit rhit this meifurc will 
tend to the cncreafe ot the revenue by the reduc- 
tion of the provincial troops and c\pences, is our 
onl> motive for approving u, bur we e\pedt to 
fuc that effedb cvidcntW appear in jour future ac- 
counts in the uduftion of the mongeces col- 
kffions 

It IS very extraordinary that vve cannot, m your 
confultations, or the fel'A committees proceed- 
ings, trace the progrefs of the vaft cncceate in tha 
fvapoy battalions , ilic order for railing new batta- 
lions never appeared m >our dvhbcranons , that, 
although we; find by your return received per Mer- 
cury , \\c had no Icfs than thirty battalions m our 
fcrvicc, including the eight mentioned in the pro- 
ceeding piragnph, yet it) important a meafurc ne 
'crapptirs to have b*cn the fubjedtof a regular 
deliberation Wc cannot account for this negleiH:^ 
but hy fuppofing, that the nuluary regulations havo 

flown 
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Xo’.vn from the government authorftj, in virti-c cf 
^is being commander in chief; but this by na 
means jullified jou, in our opinion ; the increzf; 
or decrcafeofthe army ought never to rake phee 
without mature deliberation, and reafons regiHsriy 
affigned on the face of your proceedings, ' 

VVe are furpnfed at the account colonel Smith 
gives of his cxpences, as mentioned itrconfuliitioi 
the t;velfth of Auguft, one thoufand ieven hyndrfd 
and fixty-/ 5 x, and apprehended, ib great an cz» 
pence muilarlfe from mtftaken notions of a necef 
imitating the grandees, and oftentatioa cf 
ihr eaftern princes, which is by oo means our iriib 
and intention, being perfuaded European plain* 
tefsand fimpliclty will create more awe and refpeft 
snanany imitation of their manners: nevertlAf, 
do not mean that fuch expence as Ihall bs 
thought neceflary forth© fuppon of dignity, or for 
prefenta to the eaflern grandees, fhould be fiuaff 
in chief j the council on tes fe* 
lea committee, will judge of the propriety of foch 
charges, and act accordingly. 

Extract of the company’s general letter to Becgd, 
dated 17th of March, 1769. 


‘‘ In cur letter of the eleventh cf Novemb'er blbi 
je incimatJii our apprehenfions, that the great 
-nerencs betv/cen the batta allowed your troopJ, 
Mdthofe belonging to Fort St. George, afling ia 
too Uecan, would create diffentions very detrlmen- 
lothc fervice ; by the advices fromMadrafs. ir 
-ppears that there was Iikcwlfe a great inequality 
between th:m, with refpefi: to diet, your troop* 
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^emg allowed two pounds of meat a day> and thofe 
of Fori St. George but one pound j the effects of 
this difpaiuy were, the Bengal grew mutinous, on 
the reduftvon of their batta, wbilft thofe of Fort 
St. George did the fame^ on account of ilw de- 
fpariiy betwm their allowances and thofe of' the 
Bengal forces, 

. \Ye expedl our three principal prefidencics to 
co-opperate m forming feme plan that may prevenc 
this m future *, in which, due conRderation muft ba 
had to the rate of provlfions in the fcveral countries 
where they may aft. ; and we hope, by a commu- 
nication of fentimeots to each other,. this great 
evil may be prevented*, and the prop^ of the fe- 
vecal preCidencies be brought to aft jointly, when- 
ever it may be needful, with that harmony which 
the general welfare of the company requires. 

The double pods held by the Bengal ofneers 
feem likewlfe to hive created great jcaloufies : 
thofe who mud be difcufled: fo^wc muftnot fuffee 
fuch trifling confiderations to come in competition 
with the fuccours that mull be mutually afforded 
by the feveral prefidencics, for the general prefer- 
vation of the whole. 

It being our firm intention to abide by the mili- 
tary edabUlhment, fettled laft leafon, for your 
prefidency j we therefore direft, iliar, If at any- 
time the forcis in Bengal fliall exceed that fettle- 
ment, you do not, on any pretence, form the 
furplus into new corps, or companies, in order to 
provide for any fupernumerary officers you may- 
have , but that you difpofe of the extraordinary 
number by attaching them to the feveral companies 
l^pon the prefent eftabhflimenc *, for w« abfolutely 

uill 
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will not allow of your exceeding it, without our ex* 
prefs permlflion firft obtained for that purpofe.” 

Fort 'William, tht iSth Augulf, 1769. 
At a feleft committee, prefent, the honourabls 
Harry 'V’crelfl:, Efq; picfidcnt and'governor, 6cc. 

“ The committee proceed to take into confidera* 
tion the orders of the court of dirtdtors for arc- 
dudtion in the brigade fcapoy. 

Although they are dcfirous of embracing every 
proper opportunity to curtail the heavy expcncc 
of the military cftabhlhmencj yet they judge, that 
a reform in the corps of brigade would be an im* 
proper meafurej fince it would prove fo great a 
redudtion of our military ftrength, which, and 
wiiich only, preferves the tranquility of ihcfe pro* 
\inces. But upon a due confidcration of the prefent 
Ibite of affairs, and confidering alfo that the troops 
are now drawn into a more compaifl body, the 
committee arc unanimoufly of opinion, that tiief 
may adopt an ceconomical fyftcm, perhaps more 
acceptable to the court of directors than a literal 
obedience to their orders, and have accordingly 
agreed to recommend the following redudlions to 
the confidcration of the prefident and council. 

1 hat the twcnty.cighih battalion of put^unnah 
feapoys, fiationed at the city of Murfiiadabad, fiiaH 
be reformed. 

That the thittieth battalion of purgunnah fc*' 
poys, llationed at Calcutta, (hall he rclormcd. 

That the thirty-firft battalion of purgunnah fr*' 
poys, ftailoncd a; Patna, lhall be reformed ; and, 

' ti 
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of as follow*; • The Purgunnah officers to be enrol- 
led as lupcrnumerles in the Perguannah battaheas, 
and that tlie officers of the thirty-fecond battalion 
be enrolled with the brigade battalionsj and that 
no preferment of native Icapoy officers lhall be 
made whilft theie continues a lupernumary officer 
beyond tlie eflabUlhment. 

The committee then proceeded to take into con- 
fideration the date of the brigade troops, 
doing duty at the prchdcncy, particularly suthre- 
fpeft to the feapojs, who, with very great re- 
luihnce, have left their native countries to fblloj’ 
their flandards to Fort William j for ereat arc the 
appiehenfions of which the natives of Bahar, and 
the more weftern provinces, entertain of the ef- 
fects of the air and water in Calcutta, and its ifl* 
dependencies j and it can be only a courfc of 
perience which will convince the native troops 
from what has of late occurred, that by marching 
down to Calcutta, they are not intended to be 
fent on Ihipboard. This very idea, and (vrvi 
falfe reports of embarkation, caufed a very confi- 
derable deferdon in the fecond and third brigade, 
notwithdanding the general’s pofitivc aflurances to 
them, that no fuch mcafures was thought of, or 
Intended. Add to thefe agrievments, the prefent 
exceffive price of provilions in Calcutta, gram be- 
ing almoft double the price to what It bears at any 
other 'ftation of the army. And having debaica 
on theie points very maturely, with a v’ievv of 
caufing a fupher reduiTion in the military expcnce» 
the cantonment allowance, w’hich the feapcys 
have received for maiw years, at every Untion ^ 
the army, was propofed to be curtailed, whil» 
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iny part of the brigade troops ftioidd be doing 
duty in Fort* William j but it was adjudged by no 
means an eligible meafure, to difguft fo fine a bo- 
dy of men as now compofe the brigade battalions j 
that the favlng was not an Qbje(£l to put in com- 
petition with the confequences to be apprehendedj 
that it was our duty fo to treat tlie feapoys, 
that w henever the defence of our feitlements fliould , 
obhge us to call them down to theptefidency, they , 
Ibould march witli. chearfulnefs and alacrity ^ that 
it would be an unjuftifiable liardlliip on the Tea- 
poys, if we ordered them from their native coun- 
tries, where they enjoyed cantonment allowance, 
and where provifions were fold at a very cheap 
rate, to bring them to Calcutta, where provifions 
were very dear, and then to aWifo the canton- 
ment allowance j and as the reform of four batta- 
lions of Purgunnah, and additional feapoys, makes 
it requifite that part of the brigade feapoys fiiould 
gamfon the cities of Muxadabad and Patna, wc» 
ought not to adopt any meafures that would, not 
only inevitably occafion a great deiertion among 
the feapoys, but Wopid probably create a difiatil- 
iaibori to the fervice. • , , 

It is therefore propofod, for the reafons afligned, 
that the cantonment allowance Ihall be continued' 
to the feapoys, whilft they, were on the Calcutta 
duly ; and as it would be highly improper to make 
any diftlndions to the diladvantage of the Euro- * 
pean troops, the committee ^re of opinion, tjiac 
^ cantonment allowance ibould alfo be continued. to 
them. 
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■ Fort William, lad AuguH, 1769. 

At a Confultation, prefcnt, 

The Hon. Henry Verelfl:, Efq; Prefident, &c. 

As the regulations formed by the fele£l coip- 
miitee, for the Purgunnah feapoys corps, have not 
been ftriilly attended to as they ought, and as the 
board are of opinion, that fome additions to th‘efe 
regulations is requifite, 

Agreed and lefolvcd, That we now enforce 
them, and that in future the regulations to be ob- 
ferved by this corps fliall be. 

That the Purgunnah feapoys at Patna, Mur- 
fhadabad, Hurdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 
ihall receive their full pay, without any dedu^ion 
■whatever. 

That they (hall not-recciveany batta. 

That the company ihall be at the Mpcnc^of 
their cloathing. - ! 

That the officers fliall receive off reckonings un- 
til the firft of September next; but from that time 
thpy fhall not be allowed to draw for. any more, 
nor ihall they be entitled to any after that period. 

'Agreed allb, That the- cloathing' for the Purr 
guannah feapoys be made up at. the prefidency i 
that we direft the gentlemen of. the different fub- 
ordinates .tq apply to- us for it at the commence- 
ment of 'the new year j and that we acquaint them 
relpeftivcly of this ad^tion to the former regula- 
tions, and acquaint them, we expefl in future th^i 
llriifipft attention A\ill be paid to every part 
them. 


Extraa 
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Extfaft from the Company’s general Letter to 
■ Bengal, elated i;jth Janiiaiy, ly^o. 

In confideration of the rank major-general Coots 
holds by his Majefty’s commiffion, and in order 
to place him on the footing of allowances fuperlor 
to the prefent commanding officers in India,' with- 
out mcurring a more conliderable charge, than by 
the appointments witicli were afllgned to neneral 
Lawrence, it it our orderj that general Coote is 
allowed a falary of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year, to be paid him out of your caJliat 

he" u which 

ho Qiall refide, by quarterly or halfyirly oav-i 
raents, to commence upon his arrival j, and that 
one eighteenth part of the two and one halfocr 
cent, comimflionon the neat territorial reienLs 
n Bengal, is to be dedufled out of the full com- 
ic ftallreM .wherever 

dm -n temamder thereof is to be 

dffinhuted according to our direaions, inVnni 
one ‘wentieth of -November 

ne thoufand feven hundred and fiity-feven • alfn’ 
thn he be/ur_.her allowed one tivenVfourth par? 

the eemmiffion of ’five per ceni taK" 
the farmed revenues of Fort St. Georee and .'f 
^^rfinates, to he deduaed in like mat^ier from 
the remainder thereof to 

nen I direaions in 0^ 

Mmeh on- '«=nty-fifS 

eight. ^ ‘'■•“‘■‘“"‘i fc'err hundred and lixty- 
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brigade' of feapoys. We have mken the matter into 
conlideration j but before vre come to a final refo- 
lution, we fiiall be glad lo-have your fentiments on 
this occafion” And in anfwer thereto,- under 'the 
twelfth of January, the general writes, As to a 
fecond major of feapoys, when the necefiity of tha 
times obliges lord Clive - to promote fo many ex- 
traordinary majors as afibrded an appointment of 
two to each brigade of feapoys, the lecond major 
was little more thanacypWj yet, in direct op- 
pofitio'n to this opinion, you refolved to -appoint 
them, and did accordingly appoint two lieutcnant- 
coloneb, without giving the leaft reafon for it. And 
though we made a new regulation of our military 
here, which arrived in Auguft, one thoufand fc- 
ven hundred and fixty-eight, yet this very extraor- 
dinary letter was not fent to general Smith m No- 
vember following: notwithftanding, the court of 
diredlgrs have been pleafed to make an additional 
number of field officers, in proportion to the 
ftrength of their regiments, wears of opinion, that 
the appointment of a lieutenant-colonel and major 
to the feapoys of each brigade, is as necefiary as 
ever : and in your letter to the company, not the 
leaA notice is taken of thefe appointments. With 
thefe orders before you, we are furprized to find 
you could prefumc to a£l in direft coniradidlion to 
them 5 and therefore highly difapprove of your 
condu<S, In taking upon you to encrcafe our mili- 
tary efbbUffiments, which we will not admit of 
in future, except upon very urgent occafionsj 
and. then aflign reafons, and point out the ne- 
ceflity of the meafure in the cleareft - and 
moft fatisfaiiory manner for our confirmation, as 

the 
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the nghtof appomtirgoliccraonan incrcafcJ c'’i 
blilhmcnt can onl) rtrt in us, the utniort, ih a'- 
forc, as jou lliould ha\c done, uas to h3\t rtpa 
fciucd the ncceiriiy of fuch appontnents 
waitwd our orders but as it uould be luri epco 
theolFicers jouapTOtntttl, who haveUlmcd ucJ 
in our fervacc, ana as^ou coul I not be acquart i 
\mhcLr Invmg appointctl ficH ojFiccrj Icic, 
ha\e dtlermincd to continue them, but, on any 
future \acancits, they are not to be tilled up, cur 
irtuntion b«.ing, that you fliould revert to the tor 
n cr tftabljlhmcni of enc major to tauh bngau'e 
ar I We hereby declare, that jt you lhall hereafwr 
j) ofumc to alter the milmn clLblubmcnt LJ 
do \ n trom the court of dircjfors, by the appo c 
ment of any additional < r cxiraordnnry oibcersw 
fucli tftabliihmcnt, as has been done in thitm 
llance, it is our tixcd relblution to difmtls thol 
p rfons from our fenicc, be they whom they 
who fliall tal c upon th^nifches to concur in fudi 

n lorious dilcbcdicnco of our oriers. 

Copy of the hundre'd Paragraph of the Cemp 

general letter to Bengal, date i loih April, i //* 

“ Upon cxamminginto the fta c of your mihtar) 
ofneers "o find the number of fi 1 1 officers greut 
ly exce-ds your cftabhfhmenl , we therefore di 
reCh, that all the above three colonels of infarcry 
(including the con mander in chief) fix 112 “^“^ 
nant colonels of infantry, tnc of artillery, ard the 
heutenant-co^onel of engineers fix: majors of i" 
fentry, three offeapt^s, ore of artillery, and ot* 
of engineers, are to be IcoLcd upon 'as fupperr 
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meratlcs, and no promotions muft be made till 
they are provided for j as we are determined, that 
the above eftabliftiment ihall not exceed on any 
pretence whatfoever.' 

Extraft of the Company's general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated i5th March, 1772. 

When we compare the military charges of your 
prefidency to thoie of Fort St. George, we are 
ftruck with aftonlfhment at finding the expences 
of your eftablilhment more than double the amount 
of that on the coaft. As fo enormous a difference 
is by no means reconcilable with the little difpro- 
portion there is between the two eftablifhments, 
we arc led to Infer, that this excefs muft be owing 
to the inattention of our prefident and council, as 
well astoabufesand embczzelments by individuals 
in the fevcral parts of the military department. 

In order, therefore, to difeover the caufes, and 
to prevent tlie continuance of an evil, which is be- 
come intollerable to us, it is our pofitive command, 
that you forthwith inveftigate the military charges 
of your prcfidcncy, even to the moft minute par- 
ticular; and iliould any abufes or mifmanagcmenc 
appear in cotiducllng the bufinefs of this depart- 
ment, we expedi and require, that you not only in- 
ftlct due punithment upon all pcrfbns who fliall 
have offended in this refpeft, but that you take all 
proper meafures for putting an effectual flop tq 
i'uch pradllces in future. And \\ e further direci, 
that you fend us, by the firft opportunity, a full 
and particular ftate of the military charges of your 
prefidency, diftlnguiftied under their proper heads, 

VoL. \V. ' 3 D - , and 
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and exhibited In fo clear and coitiprehenfive < 
manner, that we may not remain under the leaf 
uncertainty refpeiting the caufes which have oc 
calioned the immoderate extent of your militat) 
cxpences : but that we may be enabled to judgt 
by what mode, and in what degree, the fame 
may be reduced, without weakening that efla- 
blilhment, which may be neceflary for the protec- 
tion of our pofTefiions in Bengal," 

Exlra£l of the Company's general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated the 7ih April, 1773. 

“ The abfolute neceflity of retrenching the excef- 
five milita;^ charges of your prefidcncy, has induced 
us to anpoini LauchllnM'Lcane, Efqj commilTary- 
general of army accounts in Bengal, whofe foie at- 
tention being fixed on one objedi, we flatter our* 
fclves, that he will be able to cfledluate fuch a ft- 
dudbon of extra and contingent expences as may 
fully anfwer our expediations in his appointment. 

'I he accompanying copy of a report of the com- 
mittee, which we appointed to form regulations 
and inftrudbons relative to the commiflary-general, 
will convey to you our ideas of the ncceflity of 
vivlng that office in Bengal, and alfo marlt many 
of thofe improprieties and abufes which appear to 
us to meric andmmediate and an cfledlual reform, 
confbnant to which report, you are hereby dlred* 
ed to prepare inftrud^ions for the faid commifTarv- 
general,^ and to take care that they be cficdlually 
earned Into execution. 

Mr. MacLcanc, for his fcrvicc as commlfTarj'" 
general, is to be allowed the falary and emolu- 
^ ments 
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mcnts annexed to the ftation of youngcft counfellor, 
and in order'togive him rank in the iiekl, we 
have granted him a brevet commillion, with the 
rank of colonel j but he is not to perform any mi- 
litary duty, or reccivelany pay or batta, or other 
emoluments whatever,. In conloi^uencc of fuch his 
miUiary rank. 

Asue efteem the appomimenis of quartcr-maftcr 
general of great importince, and as lieutenant- 
colonel Leflie has ferv cd in that department during 
the laft war, in different parts, we have appointed 
him to execute that poll at your prclidency} but 
under this exprefs condition, that he docs not re- 
ceive any p'ly or emolument for executing that 
truft, except what Is agreeable to the cuftom of the 
army in England, and thcle he is entitled to as 
lieutenant-colonel of the infantry. Copy of his 
warrant is inclofed. 

And the committee having examined lord Clive 
with regard to the military cftabVifhmcnt of caval- 
ry in India, his lordfhip faid, his idea was, that 
very few cavalry in India arc ncceiTary j that no 
more than a number fulficientto prevent furprifes 
are wanted; that they arc very expenlive, and 
that one hundred horfes for each fettlement would 
be fufficient. 

And the committee examined general Caillaud 
on the fame fubjeft, who, upon lord Clive’s evi- 
dence being read to him, confirmed the fame ; 
and added, that the cavalry had at different times 
"been reformed, on account of the heavy expences 
which attended them j that a certain number of 
them might be neceflary, when the European ca- 
valry of other powers happened to be oppofed, to 


[ .84 .1 

the forces of the company, but that, m the tiirs 
ot pcatc, a very finiU body, fulHcient forefccri', 
patrols, and duties of the like kind, was enough. 

And the committee examined lord Chvc, as to 
his opinif n about the leapoys , and his lordlhip 
infcrmtd them. That he thought the exiftenceof 
tlie company in India, but particularly in Beogil, 
depended upon the difciphne and fubordination of 
the Icapiys, and that they cannot be too well offi 
cered. That if there could be one European cfH 
cer to each company of fcapoys, it w ould be great 
ly to tlie advantage of the fervicc , that he has fo 
high an opinion of the fidelity, attachment, a^J 
bravery of the feapoys, when commanded by a 
number of Cnglilh officers fpeakmg the langu^g’j 
the defence of the country might be intruficd w 
them alone, fupporied by a good tramof ariilkr)i 
commanded by Briufli fubjedfs, that he thinks it 
■very nccelTary that there fhould be one field officer 
at lead, who is an European, to each battalion ci 
fcapoys • 

And the commrttce examined general Cailbu^ 
on the fame lubjedl , who, upon lord Clive*® eu' 
clcnce being read to him, confirmed the fame, but 
added, that m his opinion the battalion of feipois 
are too ftrong ; that if they were divided into mo « 
battalions and fewer men in each, it would mike 
them more dependent, and Icfs likely to form com 
bmations bur, wiih refpedt to artillery, he 
ferved, that the management of that branch ou^f t 
to be kept entirely m the hands of Europeans* 
And the committee find, by a feperate letter w 
Tort Sr, George of the fevcntcenth of March, ort 
ihoufand fevtn hundred and fixty^ninc , ^ 

duecters 
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directors approved of the plan for railing a body of 
cavalry, as contained In the preceding of that prfi- 
fidehcyofihc twenty-ninth of February; onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-eighc ; but that they 
defired them, before that they determined on it,tofee 
that proper ptovifion he made for the paymentof that 
corps, and that ‘cantonments be afiigned them, in 
times of peace, moft proper for fublilting and pre- 
ferving that corps. ‘ ' k “ 

And that theyi belidcs, ordered them to fend as 
many men to complete the body of one thoufand 
five hondied TtiUtopean mfautty at Bombay, as that 
prclidency fliould require from them, but fo as not 
to reduce their cftablilbment. 

And that they ftrlctly ordered and required them 
to llicU to the fertlcmcnt of the military eftablilli- 
ments, as It had been Bxed by their feperate letter 
to that preHdency of the twenty-fifth of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-cight, and 
that they fliould not form any new corps or com- 
panies, in order to provide for any fupernumerary 
officers they might have, adding, that they would 
not allow of their exceeding that eftabhflimenr, 
without their exprefs pcrmiffion firft obtained for 
that purpofe.” * 

And the committee will in the next place, pro- 
ceed to lay before the houfe, what has occur- 
red to them material upon the article of pay 
and batta. 

And they find, by the general letter to Fort St. 
George of the ninth of December, one thoufand 
feven hundred and rixiy-i>vo, that the couit of di- 

reiflors 



[ 386 ] 

redtors complained of the extraordinary allowance 
called batca to the company’s troops, as too heavy 
to be borne ; and faid, that it mull as foon as pof- 
flble be entirely laid afide ; that if any more than 
the pay was really neceffary, upon particular occa- 
lions, U muft be fettled upon the moft moderate 
terras ; that that period, when they had nothing 
more to fear from European enemies, feemed to be 
the very point of lime, when this reformation was 
moft likely to be effcdlcd ; and that they fhould 
hope to hear that the prefidency had made the pro- 
per ufe of it i hut that at all events they Ihould de- 
pend upon their embracing the firft opportunity of 
cfiedling this order. 

And the committee find, in the general letter to 
Fore Sc. George of the pih of March, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixiy-three, that the court of 
direflors declared, that having already given that 
prefidency their fentiments upon the excefiive rai- 
Jitary expcncc, as well by the letters of that as of 
the former feafon, and as they could by no means 
alter them, or admit of farther innovations, they 
could not but approve of their not complying uith 
colonel Moofon's reprefentation for an additional 
allowance to the fubalcern officers and private men, 
when in quarters ; and that mofi certainly that 
gentleman muft be fenfible, no military fervice 
whatever had fo many advantages attending it as 
that of the company. 

That they alfo approved their condudl, with re- 
gard to the propofals made foe maintaining the Eu- 
ropean cavalry ; but that as the terms, though 
the lowed then offered, feemed to them very high, 
not.wliKfta.adiag which, they w<iuld not difpote the 

rca- 
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teafonablenefs thereof, but entirely relied on the 
endeavours of the prefidcncy, ^Jr reducing this 
charge to eafler terms, wKeaevec opportunity 
(hould offer. 

And the committee find, by the feperatc letter 
from Fort Sc. George, of the feventeenth of No- 
vember, one thouiand feven hundred and lixty- 
three,^that though that prefidency exprclTed them- 
felvcs very fcnfible, that the expence of batta was 
heavy, and added, that they had reduced it as low 
as circumftances would admit, yet they declared 
chat it could never be entirely laid afide, as Ic was 
impolTible for the officers and men to fubfift in the 
field on their pay alone. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort St. George, of thefirft of June, one thou- 
iand feven hundred and fixty>four, that the court 
of. dire^flors replied, that notwithflanding the pre- 
fidcncy had declared, they had reduced the batta 
allowed to the military, as low as circumfiances 
would admit, yet it was, even according to the 
prefent reduced plan, too heavy an expence to be 
borne ; that they therefore expected, that when- 
ever the ficuation of affairs would admit of a farther 
reduction, the prefidcncy would lay hold of the 
firft and every opportunity to obtain this defirable 
end, which they had been fo conftantly ordering for 
a confiderable time paft, and others had recom- 
mended it in the ftrongeft terms to their prefidency 
at Bengal to do the fame ; and as the prefidency 
of Fort Sr. George could not but be fenfible bow 
efientially necefiary ic was for the inecreft of the 
company, they (the dtreAors) fbould expedb to 
co-operate with their faid prefidency of Bengal, in 

every 
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every means ihat mi^ht icnJ to reduce the batta, 
an I other miUnry cxpcnccs, at bjih pftfidi.ncics, 
uithmthc muH reafonabic and moderate bounds 
the btiiition of aHatrs would admit 

And the committee find, by the ftp-rate letter 
to tort St George of the i 7 ih of March, one 
thoufand (tven lumJrel and fixtv nine, that the 
court of tlircftors declared themftlves greatly dilft 
ttsfied with the jcaloufics and htartburnm^s tint 
arofe from the di(|iafU) ot batta ind allowances be- 
tween the coafl and the B-rgal troops , that this 
wasamaittfof \<ry great importance, for tliac 
they plainly pcrccued, that it would l»a\c been 
almoft impolTiblc to have b ought them to act to 
gether tin: they ihoutd exp cl the ilirvc prefi- 
dencics to co operate in forming fume plan that 
might prevent this m future, m which, due confi- 
deration mud be had to the rate ot providons in the 
fcvcral countries in which they might aft , and 
tine they ! oped, by n communication of fcniiments 
with each other, this great uv il might be prc\ ented, 
and the troops ofthcluvcral prcfidcncits be brought 
to aft with the harmony, which thu general wel- 
fare of the company require 1 

That the tloublc poll held b) the Bengal ofti-er^, 
feemed hkcwifc to have created great jcaloufius 
that ihofc two ought to be difculfud , for they 
coul I not fuffer fuch iniling confidcraiions to come 
in competition with the fuccours that mult be niu- 
luail) alTorJc I by the fcvcral prcfulcncics for the 
prcfcrvation of the whole. 
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iind the committee will not proceed 'to lay before 
the houfe what has occurred ro them material, 
upon the fubjcQ: of extraordinary contingent 
expences. 

• And they find, by the general letter to Fort St, 
George of the firft of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty four, that the court of direciots 
ordered, that 'viih refpedt to brigadier general 
Caillaud, inftead of colonel’s and captain’s pay, 
amounting to twenty-five (hillings a day, the al- 
lowances made him by their letter of the thirtieth 
of the preceding December fijould include the faid 
t\vcnty*five fliilHngs a day, and'lhould be in full 
confiderations for all his fervices whatfoever. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort Sc. George of the twenty- fecond of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty*fi\'e, that the 
court of directors informed that prcfidcncy, 'that 
they had taken into confidcration the regulation of 
allowances to a commander in chief? when in the 
field j and that they dircifted that whenever it 
fiiould be nccefiary for general Lawrence to take 
the field, he fliall be allowed, in addition to his 
then appointments of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year, the fum of two pagodas a day, and 
that, on the day of marching (but at no other time) 
the coramilfary fhould fupply him, on the compa- 
ny’s account, with [wcniy-hvc or thirty coolies, to 
afHft in carrying his baggage, which the prefidcucy 
were to give the neceflary orders for accordingly ; 
and that, in like manner, when general Caillaud 
fliould take the fijid, infiead of sencra! liawrcncc, 
Yoi.. IV. 3 E “ ■ he 
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he /liould have, oxer and above hts appointmei (t 
of one thoufard pounds *1 year, the btrjrcriiKn- 
tioned allowances of ttn pagodas a day, and tlio 
fupply of cooln-s , and that the faid allovt antes ci-» 
ther to general Lawrence or general Caillaud, as 
commander in cluef, wl)o in the held, wcie to be 
in full confideration for his tabic, and all exptnees 
whatever on luch fcrvicc, and during fuch fervice 
only, and were not to be exceeded onany pretence 
X hatfoever that on the contrary, if ilio e allow 
anccs could be reduced, confirtcntly with the good 
of the fervice, the dtreftors declare, it will be 
greatly to their fatisfadion, confidenng tl c very 
heavy military cxpenccs the company labours un- 
der, and they accordingly recommend moft ear- 
nedly this meafure to the confideration and cate of 
theprefidcncy 

And the directors further added, that the faid 
alloxxanccs xxcre not to be made a precedc.ntT’ or to 
be extended to any other ofliccr or officers what oe 
vir, whofhould take the command in the field, 
either during the time of the faid general 1 awrence 
orCaillaud’s being on the coalt, or at any future 
time , but that luch a moderate allowance (houl 1 
be made, in lieu thereof, as the prcfidcncy ffiould, 
with the flridtH rigard 10 osconomy, think pro 
per, and which, therefore, they left to their dil- 
crction to adjuft 

And the conmiutce find, by the feperate letter 
to Tort St Gtorge, of the fourth of March, one 
thoufand feven liundrti and lixty feven that the 
court of dir-aors obitrved, tint the neceffity ol 
fomc Jellied regulariou ot cxpenct in evexv i)e; art- 
RHpt was fo obxiuu , i|ut ijity wordtred muth 
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Iibw genernl Lawrence could cake ;iny exceptions 
to the orders they fent in their letters of the cwx-n- 
ty-fecond of March 1765, fixing the allowance to 
either him or general Caillaud, as commander in 
chi>-f, when in the field ; that this did not proceed 
from any alteration in the adv'antageous opinion 
they had always; and did then, with julllce enter- 
tain of his merits andocconomy; but’ they hopedi 
that after having fettled fuch an allowance for iuch 
a man, no fuccceding officer (if he had been con- 
tent) could have afpired to more, and few to Co 
much, that it would have given them great fatis- 
faction if the general had penetrated into their 
views, and fee that good example* 

The committee, in the next place proceeded to 
examine irito the condudh of' the fervants of 
the company, with relation to fuch troops, on 
the coalt of Coromandel, as were either paid 
' in pare or wholly, by the nabob of the Car- 
natic* 

And the committee find,^ by the minute of a 
confviltation at Fort St. George, dated April the 
twenty fixth, one thoufand feven hundred and fix- 
ty-fix, Th.at the governor ami council reprefented 
to ihedircdors, that they had cftablilhed fome pro- 
vifions for wounded and invalid fcapoys, and ad- 
ded them, to the military regulations j and that 
they areas follow, viz. 

Pjg. Fin.^ Cafh per Monih. 
Zemindars - - 2^ 00 00 

Havildars and naiges i 29 40 ditto 

Private fcapoys - i , 00 00 ' ditto 

And 
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And the committee find, by a fcperaie letter 
from Fort St George of March the twenty-feventh, 
one thouland feven hundred and fixty-fivc, that 
the prefidency reprefent their apprehenfions that 
the military eftabltlhment will fall ihort, as the 
nabob had particularly defircd that no redudtion 
might be made in the feapoys, who M'erc then 
about 10,000; to which requeft the prefidency 
could not refufe tluir confent, as the whole, both 
officers and men, were carried on his account. 

And the committee find, by the company’s ge- 
neral letter to Fort St. George, of February the 
nineteenth, one thouland feven hundred and fixty- 
fix, that the director’s refolvcd to comply with the 
nabob’s defire, and added, that they expeCted to 
receive the following benefits, viz. 1 hat the com- 
pany would be dilbuiihenedof main’aining a body 
of four ihoufand feapoys, according to tlielr former 
regulation of the 30ih of December 1763, as they 
conceive that thclc are comprehended in the above- 
mentioned number of 10,000 ; and that, if this 
corps is properly trained and attached to them, 
iluvy may at all times depend on them, and be the 
more powerful on the coaft, in cafe of war with 
France ; and that they (hall hkewife keep the na- 
bpb firmer to^ihclr micrcft, bv thrir having under 
their tontroul Simoft the whole military force, by 
tvhich the province is to be proteclcd ; but that, on 
the other hand, if is to be apprehended, that ihefc 
troops, bc.ing natives of India, when oppofed to 
the country powers, may incline to defert thecaufc 
of the company, fiioold any difpule arife between 
them and the nabob j an event at prefent not pro- 
bable, but, Vjowisct, iTOfw’siuWy cHmencal, 

their 
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their competitors are fo nearly inlerefted in fuch d 
divifion, and fo capabic.of art to eifeft it : that a’ 
defedtion in a corps fo armed and difeiplined, might 
be produdtive of moft mifehievous confequences, as 
thsir’fuperiority over fespoys in the country fervice, 
confift only in their difcipUne ; that however thofe 
apptehenfions yield to iheir hopes and espedtatione, 
that fuch general regulations may be eflablifhed 
and fuch expedients be adopted, as may obviate 
their dangers ; and they add, that the following 
articles feem to them cDential. 

That the whole corps be formed' into ten batta- 
lions j each battalion to^ be commanded by one; 
captain, one lieutenant, and one enlign : ' 

That each battalion confifV of ten companies of 
one hundred men each, officers included, to be 
commanded by one European ferjeant, and iucll 
officers, natives of India, as Ihall be found ne- 
ceffiary. 

That the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns, do^ 
rank with the officers of our European battalions, 
and have regular fucceffionin that corps, unicfs the 
prefidency lhall fee juft caufe of exception to any 
individual : that the ten junior captains, lieute- 
nants, and enfigns, have the command ot the Tea- 
poys, and, as they fucceed by vacancies to tlie 
liiuropean battalion, iheif places are to be fupply’d 
in the command of’ feapoys, by younger officers 
That the utmoft care be taker?, as well at the 
time of enlifting, as at all times afterwards, to in- 
culcate the opinion, that they are wholly and foielv 
dependent on the company, fubjedt to their orders 
and controul, and to no other power whatfoeven; 
and, as much as pofliblc, it fliould bj concealed. 
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rhat the nabob is under any agreement to reimburfe 
the compan y for iluir pay. 

'Ihatch-\ be cloaihcd in an uniform remarka- 
bly dillin:;ujni j from fuch f apo)s as ih- nabob 
may h mfclf enccriam ror the guard of his perfon, 
or an) other purpofes. 

Th It a p3) matter of feapoys be appointed from 
the covenanted fervanis of the company at the pre- 
lidencv, tl at he have an, ottiie for iranfacting the 
bufmefsof this department , and that fuen of the 
feapoys, as ittall be from time to time at the prefi- 
dency, fhatt be rcsufarly and monthly paid ar the 
public not by ittu the pay of each com- 

pany to the fubadar, but that each man be paid 
by the pay matter himfclf , and that luch feapoys 
me in the out garnfons be in like manner paid , 
every man fepiratcly, by the pay-"“attc" of the 
garnlon, \ ho, (as has been the cuttom for 
iomc time) muft continue to b- i^ppotnted from 
among the coveoanitJ ftrvancs of tin. company 
Tliat the Briuni colours ffucJi as arc earned by 
our European battahonsj bv al o bone at ihc head 
of (he fcapoy baitaUon, wutjout an; dittiniflion , 
-rd that fuch dittinguilbing colours as tin. compa- 
ny’s of the fev era! b-ii lions may bear, be alfo very 
It nirkabJy diflingujtt'cd. 

In confcqucncL ot n rcpreft-ntation made by 
I’.c prcfidi.nc\ , wuh th concurrence of general 
Lawrence, that five olfic'Ts wen. infufic t it fer 
c-ch ..rtillcry compaiy (thtreben^ fcitn tcycich 
ennpany in tlic King’s forces) they dil permit 
at) ''dditioii ot tuo more ofiicers to each conuia u 
of artillery, m/, one cap*am-hcu viunr, T'd one 
lieutenant fircwcrl cr, ..nd as tc was ttated that 

the 
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the Ikutcnant-fircworkcr'svpav was rcaUy infuiu- 
cient for liis inaintaintance, they agreed to makt; 
ir tqual to that of the enfign's. 

Ulbph CowQ (vvIiqC: defedtton coll the company 
fo much blood and treafure) had with him one 
thoufand feapoys regularly defeiplined, and ofii- 
cered witli European ferjeants and corporals, bc^ 
iides a coffer company. 

The company thought no fuch, confidence as 
that of renting counties ihouid cs'cr in future be 
placed in any of the fubalterns or feapoy officers ; 
though the Nabob agreed to defray that cxpcncc, 
yet this became void, upon an occafiona! appH- 
cacion to him for moneyt he would frequently 
plead want of cafh, from the ncccffity of the 
times, and chat large cxpences vrould confequenc* 
ly be paid by the company, and carried to his ac- 
count, thereby adding greatly to that very large 
fum he was already indebted to them j asld they 
alledgcd, that a more regular receipt would accrue, 
if the Nabob would make inflallments o’n renters 
of particular countries. 

The prcfidency of Fort George acquainted the 
board with a converfation he liad held with the 
Nabob, relative to the difturbances formed by 
the Polygars, and the^ complaints he received of 
the incurfions of the plunders into the Onygobc 
and Tanjour country : that he was convinced the 
troops in his fervice were unable to fupprefs them j 
that he therefore required another battalion of his 
feapoys might be taken into the company's fervice, 
put under their officers, and regulated and def- 
ciplined like the reft of their troops ; and that he 
would make good their expence : that he alfo dc* 



L 356 J 

fired that the entire defence and protcdion ot the 
countr) may be left to the company’s tioopj, and. 
that the utmoft endeavours may be ufed to dif 
peifethe Polygars, ckar the woods, and eftablifli 
peace and fafet) to the inhabitants , that as the 
prefidency and council would agree to this, and 
gi\ e the dri(fteft orders, that the companj 's officers 
Ihould fupport his managers \\ ith tioops, wathout 
interfering with the revenues on matters relative 
thereto, he would difmifs all the troops he kept 
in the fiid countries, and thereby fave part of 
the expence he fuftaincd , and he hoped mafew 
jears the country people, being convinced of the 
CO npany’s rcfolution to maintain peace, and pu 
nilh didurbcrs, they would forbear their uiual 
pnAice of plundering the fircar government 
The board exprefled ticrcupon their fatisfac 
tion U( on finding that thi- Nabob at length be 
gan tovvean himfelf of hisjtaloufy, and to difco 
ver, from experience, what the) had often told 
him, vi^ that his keeping up a large body of 
troops was almoft an ufelcis cxpcnce , and that 
halt the number, or 'cven one third in the com 
pany’s pay, would be a more cffeiVual fecunt) and 
fupport that at times he had feemed to b“ con 
vincnd of this, bv t as often rclapfed into the ap 
prehenfions ot lefToning bis own importance and 
dtgnit) , as he kifened his forces 

He had declared he was fully determined to 
difcharge all his fcapovs, and keep onl) a fe 
ledtbodv of horle, and bad even prellcd theprefi 
dency to raife an additional numb r ot battalions, 
to protedt the countr), out of the fcapoys he dil 
charged Letters had been written to the ftveral 
commanding 



[ 393 ] 

tfiins who lull latch left it, might be prc\ ailed 
on to return. 

The prcfidcncy agreed to acquaint the King of 
Tanjour ot this their intention, and to deiirc that 
he 'w ould git c them a farther proof of his reliance 
on the conipani’s fricndfhip, by a/Iifling them 
with troops, and doing every thing in his power 
to dlfperfe the Pohgars, and drive them from his 
country when they utirc thither. 

The prefidency ordered a battalion of Teapoys 
to be raifed out of the Nabob's troops, to aflift 
and piotc£l his managers, without c^afting^ du- 
ties, or interfering with the goverpment of the 
revenues. 

In confcquencc of a refohujon taken by the 
prcCdcncy, to reduce the European caialry, thefc 
Jroin the northward were ordered ihirher, and the 
men incorporated among the artillery, infantry, 
andfeapoys, according to their feicral qualifica- 
tions,* and they had judged it inoft advifiblc to 
make the Nabob a tender of the horfes, i/ith 
their accoutrements; from the c.'cpcricncc they had 
had, that when the cavalry were reduced, and 
the horfes fold at out-cry, they had fetched but 
an Inconfiderablc price ; and that as the Nabob 
had been charged with them, the prcfidency 
would obferve the fame inode with regard to thefc 
that remained to be reduced. 

It had been obfened, that the black cavalry of 
the Nabob, lately jdaced under European olficers, 
agreeable to a rcfolution taken in a confultation of 
November iwcnti -third laft preceding, had, dur- ' 
ing the couifc of the month of Februin , 1768, all 
(quitted tiic camp of colonels Smith and "Wood, 
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and returned to Arcot, through want of pay, 
which the Nabob’s diftrefs for money would not 
admit of liis fending regularly, and that the com- 
pany’s treafury' was unable to' furniilr 80,000 
rupees monthly, to pay 2000 black horfe. 

The prefidency informed the Nabob, that un- 
lefs they were put immediately under the orders 
of the company’s officers, and received their pay 
regularly from them, as the reft of the troops do 
who ad: for the company, it would be better he 
fiiould difeharge them entirely. 

Ibrahim Beg, who commanded four, hundred 
horfe,* and one hundred feapoys, having alfo late- 
ly left the camp without orders, and having re- 
ceived an offer to enter into the Soubah's feivicc, 
lliould he be permitted to do fo, as this cftablifti- 
nicnt, by which he was allowed 2000 rupees per 
month for himfcif, and for paying a body of 
horfemen, not regularly formed or dilcipHned, was 
inconliftcpt with the other part of their military 
conftirution, and as Indeed the principal reafon 
for firft engaging him, was to prevent his being 
troublcfome in the fircary, of which he had a 
thorough knowledge, and as the defertion of the 
Nabob’s horfe, and their rcfolution to difeharge 
thefe of Ibrahim Beg, would certainly expofe tlieir 
convoys to Hyder's cavalry, they* took into con- 
fideratlon a'propofalof major Fitzgerald, to an- 
fwerthe purppfes of the troops they difmiflcd,' 
which propofal was as follows, viz. 

To augment the company’s fmall troops of horfe, 
now confifting of 38 to 100, on the fame footing as 
the foreign huffars, and to augment the hulTars alfb 
to 100 i they will form a good bo ly of 200 Eu- 

• ropeans, 
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fnpcrns, vill be mounted, chathed and paii| 
at a certain nioinhly expence, rruch Ids than they 
formerly coll : to t^fc.he porpofes the nabob Ihould 
.dd 5C0 black horle, which are his own propcri), 
ard may be mounted with fome of our ftapoys, or 
the beft men that can be found, uho being paid 
monthly exclufivc ot iheir horfes, and the iiorfes 
bcirJg the nabob’s property, fed by contradl, the 
men may be formed and difciphncd in as regular 
a manner as our fcapoys With fuch a body of 
European and black cavalry, fupported by the 
foreign light infantry and one of our battalion of 
ftapoys with their held pieces ; major hitzgerald 
was ot opinion, that it would be an cafy matter to 
proiedt the Carnatic againft any invaders, or to cf- 
cort provifions fafe to the army, 

The prefidcncy ufed all prudent Heps to tfFtifl the 
er.ltre rci ance of the nabob on the company , for the 
pruudlion of the Carnatic ; as the introducing thitc 
fyllem would be of the utinofl importance from 
thetr conclufion, that twelve battalions Itfs, than 
were kept both by the company and the nabob, 
Mould be fufficieiu for the defence of that country 
'^againft all invaders ; would tflablifh tranquility, 
encrcafe his revenues, and confivicrably tliminiih 
liis cxpencts. Thu av his depwiidancc would ex- 
cite his jea’uuf), the cautious management of the 
jjrefidency was necilfary to engage him without 
fl 'guft, and by degrees, todifcbargc the whole of 
this ufcltfs rabble, and 10 rtly tntirdy on the tioops 
ol the comj my fur tlic dcknccard fecunty of his 
j oficiHons. 

1 he number of fcipoys judged by the prcfidcncy 
pot to ea peed t VI. My battalions, was not to (ic rn- 
^ C'caf.4 



crcafed b’syond what on the molh minute confidcra. 
.lion was deemed adlually necelTal-y ; iliey were to 
be maintained on ihe moft frugal footing, at\d all 
pofSbIe mcafures taken to prevent differences' be- 
tween the officers and the nabob’s managers, and 
pofitive orders given for keeping the rtrifteft dif- 
cipline, and avoiding every caufe of complaint 
When the diredtors permitted an encreafe of the 
fcapoys eftabllfiiment, it was done with a view to 
reduce the numbers of the nabob’s undifciplined 
rabble; but thofe had been 'exercifing to luch a 
degree, as would almoft incline them to think, he 
meant in future to rely on them for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and the time might come, when fuch 
another effort would be required, as in the long 
war fuftalned by the company m defence of the 
Carnatic, againfl the fame powerful enemy, and 
that no preparation would be equal to that of a full 
treafury j till this was accompiiihed, he mulb con- 
fine all his ambition to the putting the Carnatic in- 
to a proper ftate of defence, by keeping up the 
fortifications, and having his magazines well ftored. 
The nabob could not ’ftrengihcn himfclf by any 
means foeffedtuakas the re-cftab)i thing his finances. 
The diredtors took notice of the many difadvanta- 
ges the Carnatic laboured under, from the want of 
an uniform fyftsm between the nabob and the com- 
pany, with refpedt to the military ertahllffimcnt' 
and operations, and they obferved as the defence of 
that countiy always refts upon the company in cafe 
of an invafion, fo it is reafonablc and proper that 
the nabob ffiould fubmit to be controulcd by them, 
with refpedt to Ihe number and difcipline of his 
troops. 
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1 lie \art liody of infantry he hep tp being no 
Icfs thtc 20,000 men, b-fiilcs 2C00 civalry and 
10,000 fcapojs, maintained by the cdmpan), ind 
charged to his account, was a greater force than 
that which is kept up m the three Bengal provin- 
ces, and vaOly b }ont) what the defence of the 
Carnatic \;oulJ require, or the revenue maintain , 
It could nut bo much lliort of Go lac! s of rupci^ 
per annum, \>hich ad led to his civil ellabhniment, 
and tile intcred of his vafl debt, placed his alTairs 
in a mod ru nous light. 

1 he prcfideacy infilled on liis concerting with 
them a proper plan, with rcfprdlbiih to his num- 
bers and the means of j aying hts military cflablilli- 
ment , that part of this plan mud be the forming 
an 1 paving a proper bod) of cavalry, under Cng- 
iilh oHicers, who will bv of real fervice when occa- 
fion rvquires. The prefi 1 -nt of Tort Sc George 
urged to the nabob the ncculfity of providing for 
the payment of ten battalions of rcapo)s, for the 
cxpencc of certain gainlons, and -alfo for pajing 
fomething towards thc.difcharge of his ancicnc 
debt The nabob m reply, had icp atcdly repre- 
fented ind urged the diftrelT d dice of the eoun- 
try , the little expectation he had of drawing any 
confiderable revenues this vear, and his inabilii) to 
pay any large fun or provide lor the ten battalions 
of feapoys At one o lhem«.etiugs he went lo far ns 
to declare, that ho would j ay no f apo) s , that he 
did not want them, that our gamfons didrclkd 
him, and that on condition tlry Ihould be immedi- 
ately withdrawn, he would in eighteen months pay 
off Jus debt to the company, provided the country 
re named in peace 


The 
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The company reprefented to the Nabob, iho* 
they Would be exceedingly glad to fee him diiin^ 
cumbered from, his public as well as private debts, 
yet as the company had undertaken the defence 
and, protection of the Carnatic, it would- be dlh- 
gerous as well as cruel to difeharge hen Well dif- 
ciplined battalions; and they did not doubt but 
the Nabob, refie^ing more coolly, howdefenceleft 
and expofed he would have his poTeffions, would 
beinduced to adopt the propofal made hint, and 
keep up troops, at leaft 'till the company had 
come to a'rcfolution on fo important a fubjeft. 
The Nabob, at laft declared, that he would not 
confent to fubfift more than 7000 Teapoys, fill the 
company’s plealurc fliould be known; the Nabob 
grew fo intradable, that the prefident could Ob* 
tain no anfwcr to his letters, and he had the gr<.at- 
efl: difficulty to bring him to a verbal aflent to the 
payment or the Aims agreed upon; he refufed 
furnifhing hereafter Ihcep and cattle for thtf" Euro- 
peans, as he had formerly done, becaufe the coun- 
try had b^en plundered and ruined from the 
Kiftna to Cape Comorin : he alledged that the 
complaints of his and the company’s officers 
againft each other would.bc endlefs, without any 
apparent means of preventing them; and he 
therefore defired, that wc would withdraw as 
many garrifons as wc could in prudence, and give 
the ftricteft orders to the officers commanding. in 
the reft, not to hiierfcre with his managers, or 
the country people, but confine thcmfelves whol- 
Iv the difciplinc of the troops, and prefervation of 
the garrifons committed to their charge. 



t w J 

The board being uilllng to give the Nabob 
every relief in their power, Irom cxpcncc, rcfolv- 
cd to reduce the eleven battahons to ten, and to 
form the battalions in fuel) manner, that they 
might come as near as poHiblc to die number the 
Nabob had limited. 

The nabob hav ing gu cn orders for putting 2000 
of his cavalry under the olncers of the company, 
the board proceeded to take into confidcration the 
cllablifhmcnt and pay of the European o/Hcers and 
ferjeants, to be appointed to this carps, and the 
following was agreed upon* 

One captain, his pay. to Bnd and 
feed hve horfes for himfeif and fubal- 
tern, with accoutrements, per month 500 rupees 

One lieutenant for bimfclf • 140 ditto 

One cornet ditto • * 125 ditto 

Five ferjeants at forty-two rupees each per month, 
infull for pay and proviltons, bcfidcs two pagodas 
per month, to be made for ftoppagts by the pay- 
raader. 

Five horfes for the ftrieant, at forty-two rupees 
each per month, m held or garnfon, to be found, 
fed and accoutred by the captains. 

Thccaptain, lieutenant and cornet to receive their 
ufual batta m chuBelJ, and the captain to have 500 
pagodas per year, offreckonings. The horfes kil- 
led or difabled on adiual fcrvice'to be paid for ac- 
cording to valuation 

A marque lent and two bullocl^s to be allowed 
the captain, two fmall tents of a particular coii- 
ftrudtion for the fubalterns, each to ba carried by 

one 
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ohe bullock, and two fmall private tents for tli^ 
fcrjeanis. In all, dx bullocks to bs allowed, with 
three lalcars and three coolies to each 500 horfe. 

The prefidency of Fort St. George ha\ ing tulccn 
into confideraiion whatforce Ihould be allotted tor 
the jagguire and the feulementsin the Carnatic ; the 
black town and garrifonof Fort Sf. George requi- 
red at lead: one battalion of fcapoys in Handing 
guards, and two battalions more, betides three in- 
dependent companies for other garrifons, confider- 
ing all the circumftances of revenue and extent, 
were a reafonable force for the defence of the jag- 
guire. _ 

The prefiJency having taken under cbnfidcra- 
tion the forming the cftablilkmcnt of the troops on 
the coall ; general Cootc, in confequence of their 
application to him, informed them, ihatheunder- 
ftood the twelve battalions orderedv,to bo kept up, 
were to be at the foie expcncc of the compmy_; and 
that twelve battalions of fcapoys were very inliiffi- 
clent for the pretedkion of the Carnatic, and fix bat- 
talions were very inadequate to the fervice of the 
fircars; but as it would be impoffible for the com- 
pany to fupporc fuch an cxpence, It became nc- 
cefiary to apply to the nabob, to know wliat num- 
ber of thofe to be kept up for the fervice of the 
Carnatic, fhould be charged to his account. 

The prefidency having taken under their mcH 
mature confideration the important point of fet- 
tling their military eftabliftiments upon a refpefta- 
ble footing, took the advice of lord Clive, major 
general Lawrence, and major general Coote, and 
they ordered that it Hiould confill at this prrfiden- 
cy of two regiments of European infancy and tweLe 
3 G battalions 
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battalions of fcapoys, which including the corrimif- 
fion and non commifiion officers, Luropean and 
black, confided of i2,6-»4 men. Befides that 
efiablifhinent the nabob conitoted that ten batta- 
lions of feapoys flioutd be entertained on his ac- 
count, but that the) ibouid be under the orders of 
the company, and be commanded by buropean of- 
ficeis, and that their pay fliould be advanced by 
the companj, and carried to the debit of his ac- 
count , the court of diredlors adopted the plan, and 
gave dircdtions for carrying the fame mto exe- 
cution 

General Coote s opinion regarding the eftabltfh- 
mentwuh the remarks ot the board in coniequence, 
appears as follows 

The board having ^aft confutation requeued my 
opinion, regarding the orders of the court of di 
rcClors m their letters of the third of January 1 770, 
rclpecung the military cfiabhlhmcnc of the prefi 
denev of fort Sc George , I now give that opi- 
1 1 in M ith more confidence^ as 1 bad the horour of 
tt ng one of the ihrce general officers called Uf on 
by the court ot dtreftors to take into confidcraiion 
ilie ftate of their forces 1 1 India, and to form fuch 
1 military fyftem as miolit prtfersc ihcirextenfive 
podeffionsin this part of the world 

In tie report \ hich general Laurence, lord 
Clive, and I, ga\e in o the court of directors, we 
formed this efiabi Ihmenc limilar to that of Bengal, 
'which confided of three regiments of Europeans ot 
two battalions to each regiment, fo that the uhoL 
of Europeans WaS 


Three 
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Three Colonels 
. Three lieutenant-colonels 
S’lx majors 
Fifty-four captains 
One hundred and twenty lieutenants 
Forty-two enfigns 

Two hundred and twenty-eight fsrjemts 
Two hundred and twenty -eight corporals 
One hundred and twenty drummers 
Two ihoufand eight hundrcwl and twenty prlvara 
men. 

To each regiment, wc added fix battalions of Tea- 
poys, making eighteen battalions j the whole of 
Icapoys being 

Three lieutenant-colonels 
Three Majors , . • . • , 

One hundred and eighty European ofHcsrs 
. Eighteen black commandants 
One hundred and eighty fubahdars 
Five hundred and forty zemlndafs > 

One hundred and" eighty colour bearers 
'Thirty-fix trumpeters 
Five hundred and forty tom toms 
> Seven hundred and twenty haviliars 
Seven hundredand twenty narks ’ 

Twelve ihoufand fix hundred feapoys 

iliXhis body of troops with the affiflance of the 
nabob, we thought might be fuffiiient to protedt 
our polTefiionsHete ; wc certainly did fuppofe that- 
tVi^y w’ctti to V>e mamtained at the cxpencciof the 
company ; and till within thefe few days, I declare 
I did not know that the nabob paid any of the fea-' 
poj-s, which were returned as ihe company’s, and. 
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which returns were the only guide the milliary 
c 'nimitttc lud to go by, 

SuppoCng twelve battalions to be entertained on 
the company’s accouni, and the nabob’s tun to re- 
main as they are, ilie whole force under our com- 
mand would be 

Twelve companv’s Inttalion's new 
eflabldhment, iiuropcan officers cx- 
tlufivc - - - 12,372 

Ten nabob’s battalions, old efta- 
bUlbment - . - 6,630 

19,002 • 

Rut if the nabob would cenfent to raifc hts bat- 
talions to the lame eflablifhcnt as the company 
have ordered for theirs, then the whole number 
would be, European ofiiccismcluded, 23,144. 

Purfuant to the board's requt-ft, general Coore 
delivered m his fentiments with refpccl; to the efia- 
blifhment and difpofition of the treops on the coafb 
as follow * 

While our forces on this coafl continue divided 
in the manner ilisy now arc, the fcapojs coq s fe- 
paraied in different pans of the Carnailc and tho 
battalions in general under no regulation, but 
thofe of their captain’s, it will be utterly impofliBle 
for the troops to praiflife a regular uniform fyflc'm 
of exercife and diicipUnc, fuch as ought to be pur- 
fued m order to make them fit for adlive fervice. 
Whenever there finll be occafion to afftmble ihe 
bauahons, (each of ihctn in all probabilitv having 
been ufed to a particular mode of difclphne; the 
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whole muft be new modelled ere tiiey cm a(ft to- 
gether i this will not only occalion delays and re- 
quire time, when perhaps dlfpitch is requifite, and 
the Icall procraftination may be aiisndcd with bad 
confequcnccs id the fervkc. General Cooic'and 
brigadier general Smith, arc therefore firmly of opi- 
nion, that one regiment and fix battalions of Tea- 
poys, formed on the new cftablillimenr, and equip- 
ped with field equipage, fliould be drawn together 
and ftaiioncd in a centrical pofitlon. TKcfo troops 
when aficniblcd, may receive all the advantages 
that can be derived from difciplinc : the o/Hcers 
and men will be thoroughly acquainted with every 
branch of their duty, and compofe a formidable 
and ftcaiy body of troops to enter on adual fcf- 
vice at the Jhorccfk notice. 

When fuch a body iscollcdcd, difciplincd and 
kept conftandy together, the garrifons of courfc, 
will be made lefs confidcrabJe, as the brigade be- 
fore-mentioned, is fuppofed to be pre()3rcd and 
ready to march on all occafions, when ever their 
prefence may be ncccITary ; but as no rcfulution is 
yet taken, what number of fcapoys arc to be kept 
on this efiablifhmenr, or whether his excellency 
may be inclined to augment the number of our 
battalions at prcfcni on his pay, it is impofllble 
for us to give our ultimate fennments till thofe 
points arc fittlccl. 

If the nabob’s territories from Cape Comerin, to 
the Palanaudex Cto be protected a trad of country 
not lefs than yoo miles) and we are to confidcr the 
two regiments, of two battalions each, and twelve 
battalions of one thoufand fcapoys each, as the 
' whole 
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whole force to be kept on foot fouth of the KKlnah 
it is by no means fufficiejnt, which the iketch an- 
nexed will more clearly deraonftraie. 

To. form the firft brigade, 

Two battalions of European infantry of 500 
men each, fix fix pounders, two howitzers, and 
fix battalions of feapoys. 

To form the iecond brigade. 

Two battalions of European infantry, and fix 
battalions of feapoys. 

The two brigades, once formed, one of them 
fiiould be kept in cantonment, at all times prepar- 
ed forfervice, the other togarnfon Fort St. George, 
Villcur, Tnchinopoly, the Madera, and Tennc- 
villy countries, and to do that duty alternately. If 
this plan Ihould take place, the third jaeguira' 
battalion will be reduced, and incorporatca with 
the others as far as they go. 

The northern eftabhfliment is at prefentcom- 
pofed of fix companies of Europeans, and one com- 
pany of artillery, both amounting to about 700 
Europeans, and fix battalions of feapoys, with the 
foreign legions, confiftlng of two hundred coffees 
to trench a force j very inadequate to the coun- 
try they have to cover, and to keep in check a 
neighbourhood by no means difpofed to cpnfider us 
as friends, and in whom there is not the Icafi con- 
fidence to be placed. Confidering how the force 
in the iircars Is diftrlbuted, an ai 51 i\e body' of 
troops, entering that cotintty, might over-run the 
greateft part, if not the whole, before our de- 
tachments could be drawn together, or any difpo- 
fitlon made to Hop an enemy *s progrefs ; the troops 
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Qf tile fircars ought, therefore, rather to be en- 
creafed, if we mean to preferve them. 

One brigade is fo far from being fufficienc to 
garrifon the feveral forts in the Carnatic, that at 
leaft it will require to garrilbn Fort St. George, ex- 
clufive of artillery and European infantry, two bat- 
talions of feapoys. 

Veleur and Amboan, one battalion. 

Medara and Palimcotah, two ditto. 
Trichinopoly, two ditto. 

Seven battalions of leapoys. 

The board acquiefeed to the propofal of general 
Coote, with regard to the dlfpolition of the troops 
recommended by him, and were fully fenlible hov/- 
inadequate the force in the fircars was to the ve- 
ry great extent of them. It appeared by the com- 
pany’s difbuefements, deduifed from the receipts, 
tliac the fum left for the inveftments and remit- 
tances to China, was very fmall, even in time of 
peace', and of courfc in time of war the probable 
rcfources in India will fall fliort of their expences. 

Therefore the dire£\crs could not form any refo- 
lutlon as to the number of feapoys to be kept up, 
until the Nabob had acquainted them what part of 
them he would have carried to his account; it was 
therefore agreed to lay before him a ftatement of 
the eftablUhments propofed, and to requeft he 
would inform the board v/hat number of feapoys 
he was willing Ibould be paid, officered and dif- 
ciplined, by the company on his account. 

The company being fenfible of the neccHity of 
maintaining twelve battalions for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and fix for the protefllon of the fir- 
car'?. knowing at the fame time how inadequate 
' their 
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their revenues v ere to the expence of fucli an efta-* 
bliflament, were furprized at the Nabob's declar- 
ing, that he had no need of feapoys , therefore, the 
prcfidency of Fort St. George were direiVed to con- 
tinue the eftablilhment of feapoys paid by him 5 
and on the fuppofition that the Nabob fhould re- 
fufe to confent, they were ordered to carry the 
whole expence of 10,000 feapoys to his debit, un- 
til they had new inftru^lions for reforming the laid 
eftablilhment 

As the defence of the company refted princi- 
pally on the company, the Nabob ihould not have 
objeded to the number and delcipline of Ins troops, 
as his circumftances had not varied fo much as to 
deviate from the maxims eftabhihed 

Upon this plan, thefeapoy eftabhfliment was as 
follows • 

Men. 

For ftahding guards at the prefidency, 

and the jagguirc, two battalions, 210^ 

Carnatic, t<.n ditto, i$zo 

Sircars, IN ditto, 631a 

lotal, 18,936 

In the cftlmtc, a greater number than two bat- 
talions had been allotted for ftauding guards, and 
laghirc garrifon , but a> fuch eftimate had been 
iormed on a luppoftion, that oaK feven battalions 
\ cre to be under the oidcrs of the p-el di,nc\ o 1 
the Nabob’s account, the proper dilpolition of three 
more battalions in the Carnatic garnlon, rLiidcred 
the faftty of ]agghmrc hnas greater than wou’d 
hare bten rht ca/l »;tJj add/rionaJ c *'?? j- 

nics m tiu (onpany's territories and a dm i ui- 

luin 
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tion of ncir three thoufand men in thefe of the 

I^a^ob. 

Extra)^ of a letter from Prcfident Vcrelfl’, at Cal- 
‘cutta, dated ^ihApri!, 1769. 

. “ Yet though we have little reafon for fears 
from abroad, the internal ftaie of our provinces 
is matter of real concern, and, unlefs provided 
for by fpeedy and eficdtual meafures, theymuft 
mou[dcr into ruin «f thcmfclves, without the in- 
tervention of' any enemy ; a liiile attention to the 
nature of the riches, of Bengal, and a compan- 
fon of the various fourccs of wealth or diftrefs in 
the former and preferit fyftems of government, will 
evince this beyond difpuie : though our provinces 
aflbrd no gold, filver or precious Hones, yee the 
vafl: variety and abundance of the produce of 
the lands, and the excellence of the manufafturcs 
of the inhabitants, leave them no great occafion 
for imported commodities } and, at the fame 
lime Invite foreign merchants to purchafe and ex- 
port thefe goods and manufadturcs from their 
fuperior chcapnefs and quality. I have obferV- 
cd, that the natives had occafion for few foreign 
commodities, either fOr convenience or luxury, 
and confequcntly a very fmall proportion of their 
'trade could be carried on by barter, and the 
reft, only by giving* fpccie for goods : the extent 
alfo of. this traffic was prodigious, and bcfidcs 
the large inveftments of the different European 
nations, the Bengal raw fiftts, cloths, hcc.'at a 
vaft amount, were 'difperfed to the welt and north 
inland, as far as Guzerate, Cahore, and even Ifpa- 
3 H ' han ; , 
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han , la proport on therefore to this difTufion of 
commerce, the quantity of Ij ccie m ibe cov inry 
rcccllanly incrcafed, the farniers and workmen 
Were enabled to anfwer the demands of govern- 
ment with cafe, by the re-dinefs of their fales , 
and every extenfion of induftry at home, or trade 
abroad, was a new opening to and advance of 
the general opulence, from this view then of 
the Hate of trade heretofore in thefc provinces, 
and by fcirmg the fum of the charges of mer- 
chandize and other ncccflatyd fbuviemcnts againft 
the fum of the imports, ic will clearly follow, 
that the whole amount of the trade of the pro- 
vinces was a clear gam to them, by an exchange 
of their produce for bullion liovv far the im- 
ports and exports balance each other, you have 
ample means of convidtion in your own hands, 
by a compunfon of your export goods and bul- 
lion with your factory difburfcments and home- 
ward inveftnicnts, till the revolution in 1757 ; 
and if this Ihould prove fo m your extenfivc 
commerce, the circumftanccs will bold much more 
flrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and 
Guzerac merchants, who had the dunes of the 
government to pay, ,and whofu goods were 
tranfported chiefly by an cxpenfivc land carnage. 
If thefc fadVs arc admitted, wc cm no longer 
be at a lofs for the fourcc of the prodigious anci- 
ent nehes of Bengal, as there flowed in every y car 
an incrcafc of fpccie equal to the amount of the 
export trade of the country , and of the immenfi 
ty of this wc muft conceive the rnoft confequen- 
tial idea, when wt find from the pickoutrah (or 
cuflom o^cc^books) at Murlhadubad, that lo 

late 
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late ns Aliverdy Cawn's time, and after fo many 
intetnal revolutions and foreign ravages, irearly 
the value ot 70 lacLs in raw lilk were entered 
there, exclufive of the European inveftments, 
which were not regiftered in them, as being either 
duty free, 01 paving at Hughlcy. 

Here then we trace the grand and true foun- 
tain of the wealth of thcle foubahs, and the 
fplendor of their nezims; but befidcs this, there 
were alfo feveral, collateral dreams, which ferved 
in their turns to feed and fwell the principal one. 
The advantages accruing from fobeneScial a com- 
merce, enabled, as we have feen,' the farmer and 
manufadurcr to difcharge their dipulatcd revenue . 
to their jirince, and thefe revenues again did not 
center nor were funk in his coffers, but returned 
through various channels into the general circula- 
tion; largejaghircs were granted to men of noble 
families or particular favourites ; whole diftrifts^. 
were allotted to the other branches of the reigning 
family, at a rate \a{H/ below their real value; * 
large armies of horfe, 6cc. wcic maintained, ci- 
ther forllicwor fecurity, at an enormous cxpencc; 
and even the luxury and pomp ever cuffomary a- 
mong the potentates of the c\ft, contributed in 
fome degree, by encouraging a fpint of expcnce, 
and diffipating large fums among the people in 
general, which, if they had remained fliuc up in 
the treafury, \vould have been a lofs to the coun- 
try, and of no prefent advantage to the proprie- 
tor. By ihsfe means, therefore, and. the advan- 
tage of trade already mentioned, an extenfive 
and brhk circulation of fpecie was kept up 
QVery where j the farmer was cafy, the artisan 

cn^ 
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encouraged, the merclnot enriched, and the 
prince latisfied !t would not be eafy, ntulicr 
IS it of importance to the prcfenl enquiry, to 
afcertain tic precife sera m which all thefe b - 
gan to decline* but fo far is certain, that the 
decline was neither felt by the country, nor 
-perceptible to us, till after the revolution in fa- 
vour of Meer Jafficr. This threw fo confider- 
able fums into the hands of the company, as to 
render their importing bullion for their mvdll- 
ments unneceflary, and the large fortunes ob- 
tained m confequence by individuals, who we-e 
precluded the courfe of remittance through yout 
cafli, filled the treafunes of foreign nations, in 
exchange for bills on their rcfpcdlive companies j 
fo that cver'fincc the country came into our 
poflefiion, they have been enabled to rival us in 
trade in our own terntorus with our own money. 
The former channels then of opulence to the coun- 
try beginning to ftagnate, it was left to be main- 
tained by the old llocK of fpecie, which for a 
ferics of years part had flowed into it , and 
this, by a variety of unforfeen events, funk, more 
rapidly than an the ordinary courfc of things 
it might otherwile have done. 

The elevation of Meer laffier was attended with 
ruin to many of the principal families depen- 
dant on the late reigning one, and much confution 
and interruption lo the trade of the country 
merchant, by advancing our inttreft therein in 
preference to theirs. Wh^n 3 fleond revolution 
took place in favour of Cofiim Ally Cawn, he 
foon found the fatal tendency of this fuperior 
Influence , his endeavours to put the other mer- 
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chants on fomcthing. pf an equal footing with 
us, produced continual dlfpuccs bet^vccn his officers 
and our agents, and the prccariou‘ne& of his litu- 
ation, with an ambition of rendering himfelf 
ipeedily independent, by a rapid increafe of mili- 
tary ftrength and finances, made him facrificc the 
mofi: opulent inhabitants to his avarice, and drain 
the country by feverity of exaction, to fecure 
a fund for his future defigns or exigencies. From 
the beft authorities \ have been able to obtain 
here, and from the faireft calculates. It feems 
probable, that Collim Ally was the caufe of a lofs 
of near five crore of rupees, in jewels and fpecie, 
to the country, which hc-cuher expended, m 
^rawing Sujah Dowla to Jus. amfiance, or which 
was feized by his new ally, or carried off and fc- 
creted by him for his future provifion. 

If tae confulcr that the trcafurcs of the nizamut 
were fo low at this acceflion, that Meer Jaffisr had 
been neceflicaccd to cede large diffrifbs to us in Jicu 
of fums due, whilft his own troops were almoft 
mutinous for wani;^of their pay and arrears ; and 
if to this we add, that Coffim remained in quiet 
pofleffion of his ne.v dignity no longer than three 
years j we muft at once fee that this immenfe fum 
was levied immediately from the pravinces in the 
ffiorfinterval, over and above his heavy current 
expence ; and be fenfiblc how large a proportion 
this vaft drawback muft have borne to the counn 
try’s capital of fpecie 

The revolution of Meer Jaffier, and the grant of 
the devvannee to the company by his majefty, ren- 
dered the frefli imports of bullion, cither by us 
pr foreign companies, lels neceffiiry to the mainte- 
nance 
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nance and profecutlon of trade, from the fame ori- 
ginal caufe which bsd exlftcd in 1757; and the 
incrcafing reftri< 5 tiQns and difadvantages with 
which the free trade of the native Guzzeratta, or 
Mogul, was daily fettered and loaded, fuccccding 
that confufion which daily revolutions bad occa- 
{ioned, either produced certain bankruptcies, or 
deterred the more circumfpe^l from embarking at 
all in commerce to a certain lofs. Here then the 
channel of trade, which had before poured the 
principal riches to Bengal, began to turn to a 
drain upon it ; the whole centered in the Euro- 
peans, whofe commerce at all times was leaft to 
the advantage of the country, bccaufc their im- 
ports werclargcftin proportion, and their duties 
Icfs ; and who now added to thefe a new lofs, that 
of making larger exports than ever, at the coun- 
try's folc expence. Of the deftruOive extent of 
this lofs, the following rough comparifon of the 
imports of bullion by the European nations, and 
their cspoits of commodities and bullion, for 
three years palE, will awaken the moft alarming 
idea: 

Bullion Imported by the Dutch at 
the higheft clEImate, during that 
term, at jo lacks per annum - 30,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the French - 00,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the Enghfh - 00,00,00a 

Ditto ditto by the Guzerattics, 

Moguls, &c. - - - - 00,00,000 

piito ditio in gold from Buflbrat 
on private account, at 6 lacks 

annum - - - 18,00,000. 

Brought over 48,oo,oocj 
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Carried forsVard 48,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the Danilh company 


at 2|- lacks per annum 

7,50)000 

Total 

o 5 » 5 °>oo?^ 

E'tports for Three Years. 
JEngUdi company m 1766 and 
‘1767, at the loweft calculate - 

107,00,000 

Ditto ditto in 1768 

70,00,000 

Ditto private property, at the rate 

. 

of 1ft. 5,000 per ihip, and five 
ftiips per annum for three years, 
at a medium - - 

6,00,000 

Dutch company 1766 and 1767, 
three Ihips, public and private 
amount, at the lowsft, 10 iacKs 


per /hip - • - r ' 

‘ 60,00,000 

Dvito 1768, four (hips 

40,00,000. 

French 1766 and 17^7, five (Kips, 
at 10 lades per 

■ 50,00,000 

French lyfiS— — four (hips, at ditto 

40,00,000 

Danes 1766 and 1767, one (hip 
at S each year - - - 

16,00,000 

Ditto 1768 — two (hips, at ditto - 

16,00,000 

Spiccle exported out of the pro- 
vinces for the payment of the 
king’s tribute and a brigade at 


Allahabad, per annum foe three 
years 50,00,000 

150,00,000 

Carried forward 

50100,000 
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Brooghj forwinl 

Frtsatc exports to Cluna, luo lacLs 
per annum 


501.00. 000 

6 . 0 . 00.000 


Total 5,61,00,000 
From which fubtri^ the in,poritd 
bullion, agn-CAblc to ih« cibmats 
juft made - - 5;, 50, coo 

And there remams a balance a- 

gamft the country, of - • 4,88,50,000 


I do not here Include the export trade in gene- 
ral of the private Luropcan merchants, noiwith- 
ftanding it is very confiJcrable, bcciufe, iliough 
they bring m little bullion, yet as they import 
commodities equal to what they carry, the country 
IS neither much hurt Dor nu'ch bcncHtcd by this 
traffic, tilUhc mercbani comes to icahze his gams, 
in order for his return to his native country; 
and then the amount of them becomes an additi- 
on to the balance againft the country, by being 
paid into feme European Company’s cath Icr bill?, 
and by this means rendering ic unncceflary for 
them to Import bullion to a tifquc for the provifi- 
ons of their inveftmcnc. 

Neither do I include m this account the large 
fums Tent by us to China, Madrafs, and the othei 
prefidcncics, bcciufe thefc reduced the compi- 
n) ’s treafury, rather than the country, and be- 
caufe they were equally loft to the councrv, if they 
remained in the treaftiry, and did not enter into 
our diftiurfcmemsor micftmcnt, as if they were 
exported. The king’s tribute, on the contrary, and 
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the expence at Allahabad is really fo much lofs to 
the circulation, becaufe, as they form a large propor- 
tion of our neceffaty diiburferaents, fo peing now 
made out of the provinces, they muft be a limilar 
dedu^iion from their general fpecie. It will hardly be 
aflerted, that any country, however opulent, could 
long maintain itfelf, much lels floiirifli, when it 
received no material fuppUes j and when a balance 
of above one third of its whole yearly value was 
yearly incurred. But befides this, there are other 
concomitarit circumftances which have contributed 
to diminifli the riches of the country, and muft, if 
not remedied, foon exhauftthem. 1 have obferved, 
that one great advantage the country formerly 
reaped, was the ditfufion of its revenues by large 
grants to difterent families, and by the expenfive 
luxury of its governors j but now the whole amount 
of the lands is fwallowed up in one gulph, your 
treafury. Nor does any part of it return into the 
circulation, except the fum ifiued for our inveft- 
mentand neceftary expences; fo that there enfues 
an annual lofs to the currency equal to the differ- 
ence betw'cen the aggregate of the Inveftn'ent and 
dilburfements, and the total of the revenues. This, 
if continued, muft in time draw' in all the fpecie ; 
and ihe^qftly remedy for this evil is, cither to in- 
crca_^your inveftments, till, with y our dllburfe- 
meafs, it equals your revenues, or to import a 
quantity of fpecie equal to the difference. The 
firft of thefe, if prat^licabls, would leave you witli- 
out a fund for emergen^', by advancing the reve- 
nues to the aurungs as faft as they were colletfted ; 
the fecond, I am afraid, is rather to be wlfhed by 
us.‘ than to be attemp^ted by you. * ' 

VoL. IV. 3 1 I have 
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I have thus, gentlemen, endeavoured to lay o** 
pen to you the true fources of the ancient opulenco. 
of Bengal, and tts prcfenc diftrefs. Perhaps you 
have nevfer been led to confider them in this lightj 
but I am perfuaded an impartial examination will 
evince the jufticc of my arguments Ihould they 
ftand the left, they cannot fail of being particu- 
larly ufeful at this junAure, as they will enable 
you to apply a fuitabie fopport where the weak- 
nefs is pointed out, and to anfwer the objiftions and 
clamours of your enemies, hrom hence alfo you 
will fee how much the advantage of jour late ac- 
quifitions have been exaggerated beyond all bounds, 
and ho\v far from impoffible it was for the honoura- 
bla Eaft India company to be diftrelTed, though 
newly become mailers ot the revenues of a country 
which flood rated at above three millions perann, 
A fuperficial or weak obferver may tflimate a coun- 
try, like an eftate, from its rent roll ; but the man 
of experience and refiefrion, will eafily fee that its 
annual income mofk depend on the proportion of 
its produce which can be realized in fpecie ; that 
the inlrinfic value of it muft flui!luate, as the quan- 
tity of fpecie, which is the meafure of it, multi- 
plies or decreafes in the kingdom where it is pla- 
ced. 

In-this point of view, and after what has been 
already faid, I need add no arguments to demon- 
llrate the reality of our prefent difficulties, and the 
certain profpeft of our frnure diftrefs. I have al- 
ready hinted my apprehenfions of your inability to 
increafe your inveftments of bullion, which are 
even now looked upon with a jealous eye by the 
nation, but it is fliUm your power to oblige others 
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yo import it, or leave you the luafters of the Bengal 
trade. Large Turns belonging to your former ler- 
vants arc ftiU lying unremitted, and thefc muft 
yearly incrcafe, by the fruits of the fuccefsful m- 
duftry of your prefent ones. If you open your 
cafh upon equitable terms, for remittances for all 
fums tendered, both national and' private confide- 
rations, ivill draw all thofe into your channel, and 
cut off the grand relburcc and advantage of foreign 
nations — the rivalling you in your trade with your 
own money. I fay equitable terms, becaufe it can 
never be expedted that any one will remit the pro- 
duce of fo many years labours asfo great a dilcount 
as i-gih part of his principal below the par of ex- 
change at as. 3d. per current rupee j and on the 
contrary, had you even ratfed the rate to as. 4d. 
per current rupee, inftcad of finking it to us. I dare 
aver, the company as well as the nation, would have 
been confiderable gainers by tlie advance, \Vq 
fhould then have been able to have fent you home 
by the next feafon an inveftment far fuperior to 
that of the prefent year j whereas policy, or ra- 
ther neceflity, mufl now oblige us to curtail it to 
forty or forty-five lacks. I need draw no compa- 
rifon been the lofs of one-ninth on the remittance, 
nnd the gain to you of i75.percent. on fuch an in- 
creafe of import ; neither need 1 fuggeft the diffe- 
rence it occafions to the nation, company, and 
country, to throw fo large a fum into the hands of . 
natural enemies, or lukewarm allies, by a mif- 
taken and injurious ’occonomy. Do not however, 
gentlemen, conceive tliac your fervants here are 
fo anxious for remittances through your cafh front 
any private or interefted views. The remittances 
• ^ of 
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of fore!{^n nations muft always be more advanta- 
geous to them, bccaufe they will alwaj s keep their 
terms a little higher than yours, as an induccm<.nt, 
and this muft continue ml jours are on fuch a foot- 
ing as to render a further advance of their rates 
equal or fuperior to the infurance and intereft on 
exports of bullion. '1 hen we may hope for fomo 
fupplies from them to this declining country, and 
till then our fttaights and poverty rauft mcreafe. 

We have Tent you an invcftment this year, the 
produce of which will, we hope, anfwer every ex- 
igenc) , but we propole to lower the inveftraent 
for the next feafon to fony or foity-hve lacks, in- 
cluding the feven lacks and upwards now m jour 
ware-houfes, and to appiopriate the furplus for the 
eftabhftimenc of a fund for our own exigencies, 
and thofc of the other prcliJencics. The nccelfitj* 
of this, 1 need not enlarge upon,‘ the arguments m 
a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, daf- 
ed March ift, 1769, and the fentiments of the 
committee in the laft paragraph in their anfwer 
thereto, will, f apprehend, be fufficienc. The 
fum ought to amount to a crore of rupees for tliis 
prefidency, and fifty lacks for the fupply of the 
treafury of Fort St. George , and I would recom- 
mend, that after the above fund is fecured, the 
furplus of the revenues, or a confiderable part 
thereof, Ihould be emplojed on private fccurity of 
the natives, in loans for the cultivation of wafte 
lands; by whichmethed jour pofleffions would in 
time become of rea^value to jou, the country 
would be rendered more populous, the trade in- 
creafed, by an addition to the manufaiftories, and 
the means of realizing your property be more ccr- 
• . ‘ tarn, 
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tain, and lefs detrimental to the ccunfy or tlie na^ 
tive trader. 

Extradl of the general Letter from Bengal, dated , 
25th September, 1769. , 

“ From experience it is inconteilibly evident, that 
whatever may be the dilburiements of the compa- 
ny, the foreign nations or private trader';, yet fo 
long as lU\er is exported from Bengal, and Me re- 
ceive no adequate foppUcs by importation, we 
inuft expefl that the want of currency u-ill become 
ftill more and mure univcrfal. This is not a mat- 
ter of opinion only, but a judgment founded 
bpon fails, the truth of which h fclf-evidintj and 
from thence it muft clearly appear, that ti c argu- 
ments we liave repeatedly urged on this fubjeit 
\iere founded on jull principles j as for thele tiiree 
or four years pail, the foreign nations have ccafed 
to import any coni durable fums in bullion. They 
have putchaied theit invcflmcni with the money 
fupplied'by our countrymen for bills on their re- 
fpedivc compinies, joined to the produce of their 
imports from Europe. And here we cannot help 
obferving, that your abfolute prohibition againft 
receiving money into our treafury for bills of ex-> 
change on Englarid, has been one of the principal 
caufes of the prefent fcarcity of filver. But as upon 
a fubjeil of this importance, not only to the 
prefent ftate, but to the future welfare of your 
pofleffions, no opinion Ihould be advanced, which 
cannot be folly fopporteJ, we muft beg leave to 
remark, that although the fums of money exported 
from hence 01 your account have been exceeding 

‘ ' great 
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great, yet had your treafury been open at the uflial 
rate of exchange, no Britilh fubjecl would haie 
embarhed Ins property upon the precarious chance 
of a foreign remittance. Kecellity oni) obliged 
them to feek for fuch channels to realize their for- 
tunes. And had the foreign nations been deprived 
of the jmmenfe fums of private property, which 
they had received in India during the laft four 
years, they muft either have imported bullion in- 
to Bengal, to purchafe their iiu eftments, or the 
whole trade of their provinces muft have fallen 
into your hands. In either cafe, your point would 
' have been anfwcred , for if the bullion had been 
imported by the foreign companies, the progrefs 
of that bullion from tJie mints to jour treafury 
would have been fpeedy and certain, fince all bul- 
lion imported for the article of commerce muft ul- 
timately center with you, as the proprietors of the 
revenue. And if no bullion had been imported 
by the foreign companies, and jour treafury had 
, been open to receiv every tender for remittance, 
all fums fo received might h.ivc been employed 
in rhe increafe of your inveftment here, which 
would have enabled jou to pay the amounts of our 
drafts on your traafury in lingland, and by this 
great extenfton of commerce a very conliderable 
increafe would have been made to the revenue of 
the crown. 

Nor are thefe the only evils which have refult- 
ed from our ftrlid obedience to your pofitive orders 
on this fubje<ft , for befides the degree of rtvalftiip 
in the trade of India, which the French from thefa 
refources only have been able to maintain in Eu- 
rope, we have the mortification to find, that large 
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fums have been already dilburfed on the forrificl- 
cions of Pondicherry, and that they are ftill carry- 
ing on very capital worlcs at an Immenfe expence. 
I'hat the French have fecretly exported filver 
from hence to the Coaft, we' have not a doybt 5 
but had your treafury been o^en, the French juft 
then beginning to re-feillc a ruined colony, and 
that too under the difadvantages of a ruined credit, 
would have found the uimoft difficulty to have 
railed funds fufficient for their inveftments, and 
other ordinary expences, without ever attempting 
to conftnKft luch fortifications as may, in fome fu- 
ture time, prove of the moft material prejudice to 
your affairs. 

Although your orders arc pofiiive for us to 
furnifh your China council with twenty-four lacics 
of rupees for the fervice of the year 1770, yer the 
ftatcofyour treafury will, at one view, convince 
yoiTof our utter inability to give them any aflift- 
ance whatfoever. We obferve, that you have 
been pleafed to export two hundred thoufand 
pounds in fpecic to China, and have given per- 
miflion to your China council to draw on you for 
a like fum for the purpofes of the inv^ftment. The 
' abfolute nsceifity of providing funds for the pur- 
chafe of your China^cargoss, we prefume, could 
be your only inducement either for your exporta- 
tion of fpecie, or your permifHon to draw bills of 
exchange. 

But here we cannot help remarking, that thefe 
very mpafures point out, in the flrongeft manner, 
the unhappy rffcjJts of your reftruftive orders to 
us ; for it has been made apparent, that if we had 
been impowered to draw on you, we fhould -either 

ha/e 



14 ^^ 

have been enabU 1 very conlidtrably fo hcreife 
your invei^ni^nt from hence, or the foreign com- 
panies would have been obliged to export bulhoii 
for the purchafe of theirs and in this latter cafe^ 
the fupply of bullion brought into Bengal, would 
have rd eved our apprihcnfions from the icarciry 
of currency, and m ght hate impowered us to ftnd 
a further eyportation of bullion toChma , ofeourft, 
you would not have been under the neceflicy either 
of fending Ipecie to China, or granting permillion 
for bills of exchange to be drawn on jou from 
thence. 

Wc are not \Mthouc well grounded apprehenfi- 
ons that even thepetmiflion which you havegnnt- 
cd to your China counctb to dra v bills of exchange 
on you, will alfo contribute to incrcafe the fcarcuy 
of filver in thefe provinces A mode of remittance 
to burrpe, through your channel, is much pre- 
ferred before thofe of any foreign companies , and 
individuals will always endea\ our to convey their 
filvcr to that place, which prcicnts the faireft prof- 
pedl of realizing their fortui 

1 hat remittances might hav e been made from 
bcnce upon tern s iron, advantageous to your in- 
tereft, and lefs liable to ^iftrels your affairs at 
home, than from any otherWyour prcfidcnciesor 
faclones abroad, will be fully apparent whenvve 
afiure you, that tenders* of very conf durable fums 
w ould I ave been made to i.s for to be paid in three 
equal payments, at one, two, and three years 
date, at two fliillings and three pence the current 
rupee, with an intertft of four per ci,nt until the 
uwt of payment , but nldvough we were confevoas 
that the meafurcj, tal tn m all its feveral points of 

view. 
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view, would have been ver}' inuch,to your advan- 
tage, yet your prohibition was fo ablblute, that 
we declined all overtures for remittances. 

, And here it is moft fitting (but with the utmoft 
deference to your fuperior judgment) that we lay 
before )ouour opinion onjrour prohibition of bills 
of exchange, drawn from this place on your trea- 
fury at home 5 for whilft you fix the rate of 
exchange fo much below the par of foreign na- 
tions, even the fmall /urn for which you admit 
drafts to be made, is not filled up, lb that, in faft, 
it amounts to a real prohibition. But, gentlemen, 
we w ould fubmit it to your moft mature conlidera- 
tion, in the lituacion which you now are, the fu- 
preme rulers of a rich and fertile kingdom, and 
the profperity of that kingdom depending fo much 
on the meafurcs you arc plealcd to adopt, whether 
a trifling advantage to be obained by remittance, 
is, or ought to be an objebl in competition with 
the profperity of your territorial poireflions, from 
whence you reap luch golden harvefts. We ^on- 
fidcr theftace of your aJlairs in thefe parts in a light 
widely different from the times when a more com- 
mercial intereft was your only objeft; anextenfive 
and beneficial trade was then carried on by means 
of large exports of bullion from our mother coun- 
try { but fince you have acquired fuch valuable 
territorial pofieffions, your trade from hence may 
be cOnlidercd more as the channel for conveying 
your revenues to Briton, than as onlj a meigantlfe 
U ftem 5 and as fo great a change has been eifeiVed 
in jour conftitution, that you may preferve the 
great advantages you now enjoy, and perpetuate 
tlicra to vour latefl poflerity, we humblv appre- 
. VoL. IV. ' 3 K ^ heni 
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hfnd that the flate of your provinces under our 
pdminlftration requires every aid you can polTibly 
give to encourage the merchant and manufad^urer. 
Now it is clear, beyon 4 . all contradldllon, that to 
enable you annually to colledl your revenues in 
fpecie, there muft be annual importations of fpecie 
into Bengal, as well to fupply the currency for that 
fpecie which is exported, as for what is melted 
down for ufe, and what is fccretly hoarded up by 
individuals, according to the invariable cuftom of 
the country. You yoorfelves cannot entertain any 
thoughts of exporting filver into BengaL W here then 
muft we look for our fupplies ? ' If we cxpeift the 
few lacks from the gulphs, it muft be from the fo- 
reign companies only : but can w e flatter ourfelves 
with the liopes, that foreign companies will import 
bullion into Bengal, whilft they can raife fupplies 
in India from our countrymen, equal to their an- 
nual demands ? Should you open your treafury 
doors, you remove the caufc of thele foreign re- 
mittances, and the effeils will ceafe of courfe. We 
obferve, you exprefs your hopes, that from the 
large amount, for which the foreign companies 
have already drawn in Europe, this mode of re- 
mittance will foon be at an endj but here we 
would wilh to remind you, that to the very large 
fums which were ready for lemiilance in 1765, 
muft be added the amount of what has been ac- 
quired fince that period ; and whilft your influence 
is fo exenfive, your fettlement fo fiouriftiing, your 
dependants, who have the advantage of your pro- 
teclion, fo numerous in this country, the private 
acquifnions of induftry amongft fo many individuals 
piuft amount annually to a very confidcrable fum, 

* ' which 
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Which muft fooner or later be remitted through fo- 
reign channels, unlefs your treafury be open to re- 
ceive it. 

"Ytm lecfarR: iTUin to -piufo tW 

fcarcity ot currency. 'Right forry are vve, that 
our fituation enables us to produce fuch incontro- 
vertible evidence. Inftead of the ieventy or eighty 
lacks, which you fuppofe to be annually ,invefted 
by the private trader, we give you the moft poli- 
tive allurances, that there lias not been even twenty 
lacks advanced for inveftment in this year, mere- 
ly for want of iilvcr; and further, we rauft add, 
the preffing reprefentations which are made from 
almoft every aurung, that the manufailurer is un- 
employed, and that, unlefs advances axe made, 
necellity will oblige him to quit the loom to feek 
out another mode of obtaining a fubfillance j and 
fuch IS the great ftagnatton of trade, and the ge- 
neral decay of credit, that the moft opulent amongft 
the native merchants or inhabitants of this preft- 
dency, from the great fcarcity of filver, find fo 
much difficulty in recovering rapney they had for- 
merly lent, that they prefer locking up their for- 
tunes in their treafury chefts, to lending it at inte- 
reft, even to the moft refpe^lable character amongft 
your fervants. 

AndwhilAwe are treating on thlsfubjefl, we 
ought not to pafs over in filence the very reduced 
ftate of your treafury for fifteen months paft. At' 
no time, have v.c had twenty lacks of rupees in ad-* 
vance for the fpace of a month. On the contrary, 
demands have been continually made upon us, .be- 
fore we were in a condition to anfwer them, as fully 
appears by a reference to the treafury accounts 

down 
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down to tills very day ; nay, fo mucli have \\ c been 
diftreiieci tor money, that mote than once we have 
been confiderably in. arrears to the army, and 
have been under the necellity of borrowing money 
on bond for defraying our current expences. You 
) ourtelves ate of opinion, that it Is prudent always 
to preferve a certain fum in our treafury againft 
contingencies. We concur fully in that opinion, 
and we think that it would be impolitic to attempt 
to realize in England the balance of the revenues, 
before \ve have formed in Bengal a fufficient fund 
to anfwer every fudden or unexpefted exigency 
of the ftate j for no power in Indoftan depends up- 
on collcdiions in tunc of war to defray military 
expences; and of all the powers in the eart, we 
ought to be the laft to adopt fuch a lyflem, be- 
caufe, as our chief iircngth confifts in inftntry, and 
thofe of our enemy's in cavalry, our provinces are 
thereby more expofed to incuifions and depreda- 
tions, which ivill always affei^ your collediions. In 
fhort, without a fufficient fund of money being 
eftablilbed, jour military force is deficient of its 
chief fuppoit j fince in loroe future time we may 
be fuperior in the field, and yet from this caulc 
we may be reduced to very diiagreeable extremi- 
ties ; and we think, the late diftrefsful fituation of 
your aftairs on the coaft of Coromandel, is a very 
finking illuftratlon of this opinion. 

As your fervants, we have paid an Implicit obe- 
dience to your pofitive injundlions on the fubjedi of 
remittances 5 but when thofe apprehenfions, which 
we formerly exprefied of a declining currency, can 
no longer be treated as fpcculative, fince ue now 
feel in a great degree thofe evils we long fince ap- 
prehended 
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prehendedi when we refle^^, that fo long as this 
iyHem continues, every year, inftead of a relief 
by importation, adds to the general calamity j 
when W'e refledl that our natural enemies the French 
are grafping at every remittance, and thereby pro- 
fiting from our impolitic meafures 5 and when we 
know that bills of exchange to the enormous amount 
of between five and' fix hundred thouland pounds 
fterling, are to be granted by foreign companies 
to our countrymen in the courfe of tins year, we 
cannot but exprefs our apprehenfion of the cenfe- 
quence of your prohibition ; and we make no doubt 
but thefe our reprefentadons will be taken into 
your moft furious confideradon. 

GenemI Smith hath reprefented to us, in a letter 
entered in our, confulation of the twenty-fifth inft. 
that not having yet remitted any part of his for- 
tune through the cafli of a foreign nation, he de- 
lired to make a tender of three lacks of rupees to 
be remitted through your calh/ at the’ rate of two 
fiiillings -and thrce-'pence the current rupee'; and 
to be paid In England at three dated periods, al- 
low ing a year between each period, and four per 
cent intcrefi. 

Your orders, regarding remittances, arc fo pe- 
remptory, that we were indifpenfably obliged to 
decline the offer. The general, out of a point of 
delicacy, declined giving any opinion upon a pro-* 
pofal that he himfeif had made ; but at the fame 
time confidering it his duty, as a member of the ad- 
minifliration, to give his opinion on the fubjeiflof 
remittance in general, hath entered a minute in 
the confultation of that day. 


‘ Extraft 
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Extract of, a gerleral letter from Bengal, 251(1 
January, 1770. 

It appeared evident to us from your fenti- 
ments in your letter of the 17 th of March laft, that 
you are defirous of receiving as large an invcftmenc 
from hence, as we can poflibly provide, and that 
by any means chat will not didrefs you at home. 
Our profpedts of the prefent year's inveftment, fair 
as they were, would not admit us to hope we fhould 
have it in our power to fulhl your wtfhcs in this 
point. We therefore conceive it would be a m«a- 
Ibre you would approve, were wc to purchafefrom 
private merchants foch goods as will anfwcr for the 
Europe markets by intereft notes. Added to this 
confideration, we had a further mQttvc, which was, 
that as ue had then planned thefehtme of opening 
I >our treafury, and granting bills upon England, 
theftf purchafes would afllrt you toanfwer the dratis 
we might make. Wc therefore came to therefo- 
luiion of purchafing goods by thefc means, and 
have bought up a quantity, to the amount of cur- 
rent rupees 5,30,597. 2. 3. 

As the date ot your treafurc has for feme time 
pall been very low, wc have paid the amount of 
thccomminion on ihe revenues m bonds, that we 
might not dilhcfs )ou by pacing it in money. 

Hence, gentlemen, youwill ob'erve, that, noc- 
wichltanding all our endeavours, our receipts even 
in time of tranquility will hardly keep peace with 
out difburfements. And as appearances daily con- 
firm us more and marc of the ncccflity of a fund 
for emergencies, wc flatter ourfclvcs timyou will 
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]ola wUh us in opinion, that not only policy re*, 
quires, but pruJcnce will warrant, the application 
of ihlsconfiderable fum to our own nectfliiies, ra-* 
iber than thofc of the French.” 

ExtraA ofa general letter from Fore William, da-' 
led 2 3 ih June, 1770. 

“ Few alterations have happened during this 
Ihott interval. The famine has continued to 
rage with all its fatal confcquences ; and not- 
withfiandmg all our efforis to adminifter relief, 
by public contributions to the poor, remif* 
(ion of the coUeftions, and importation from tho 
neighbouring provinccs,iwe have beheld the cala- 
mity daily increafing. Your revenues muft fulTcr 
from it both now and in future, but no endeavours 
Ihall be umitced on our parts to render this evil as 
lightand as temporary as pofliblc.” 

Extraft of a general letter to Fort Sr. George, 

> dated 11th November, 1768. 

“ The like rcafons flill fubfifting as we gave 
you In our advices, dated the iiih March laft, for 
Hmulng the drafts to be made on us from Fore St. 
George, you are therefore hereby ordered, not to 
exceed the faid fum of 30,000!. in ihofeyou make 
on us, by the fhips you may difpatch home in the 
feafon of 1769, and they niuft be at the like rate 
of 7s. 4d. for each current pagoda. 

Bur we do not meaa by the above limitation to 
ipclude the fuin of 5000I. svhich we allow the 

com- ‘ 
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commanders and officers of each of our fhips of this 
fea{bn, to pay into out calh on the terms aforefaid, 
at fuch fettlemenis whereto they are configned, 
that is to fay, thofe who are configned to Coaft and 
Bay may pay In, at either or both of thefe preii- 
dencies, a fum not exceeding 5000I. for each ibip* 
and thofe ordered to Bombay are to be confined to 
the fame fum at that prelldency, unlefs our fer- 
vice may require dieir difpatch from any other, 
and then any part of their unpaid quora may be 
received there j and as the commanders and offi- 
cers of none of our fhips are to be allowed more 
than 5000I. on this account in the whole voyage, 
the feveral prefidencies muft take the necCflary care 
in that refpsit, by duly advifing each other of the 
fums received from thofe commanders and officers. 

And In regard to thofe who call at Madrals, in 
their way to China, they are to be reftrained to 
the latter place for paying in theirs. As to tho 
proportions which the officers are to bear w Ith their 
commanders in thefaid fum, they are to be fettled 
according to the rates mentioned in the printed in- 
dulgence, with refpeft to their adventures out- 
ward; fuch commanders and officers, therefore, 
as may apply to you on this occafion, muft have 
certificates granted them in the ufual manner, and 
upon oath, as ordered in our letter of the 21ft No- 
vember, 1765. 

As lord Clive Is defirous of his attermes paying 
in at your prcfideocy fuch fum as they may want 
for bills on us in part of his jaghire, you muft, 
therefore, on their application, receive the fame 
accordingly, exclufivc of the above 30,000!. as 
JtkeA’ife fuch money as miy be paid in account of 
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lord Pjgot, as mentioned in the forty-third para-* 
graph* 

Extract of general Letter to Fort St« George, 30th 
‘ * ’ June, 1769. 

** We have ferloufly reconfidered our former 
dirc£lions upon the lubjedt of bills of exchange, 
and haVe given due attention to what you have let 
forth in your fcveral letters, to Ihew the Inconve- 
niencics refulting from the prclent reftricllons : that 
the French and Dutch will be fupphe'd with Eng- 
Uth money, by tliofe who want to remit 10 Europe, 
is a natural confequence j and they will. In Bengal, 
inriil upon being paid in filver, leeing filver is the 
only legal tender that is, or can be in that country; 
ana further, that they will export from thence as 
much as they think fit, notwitndanding any orders 
to the contrary, is to be cxpcdled. 

• Such being the evident inconveniencics of our 
refufal to receive mdney into our cafh for bills to 
be drawn upon England, it will be faid the reme- 
dy is in our own hands. If we open our treafury, 
the French and Dutch will no longer be fuppUea ; 
they win be under the ncccffity of importing bul- 
lion for their expenccs and inveflments; and we 
ihall have it in our power to export to China as 
much as we think, the circumflancesof the country 
Will bear. 

We linesrely wiih that things coul I be brought 
forhts il.ifc; bar the fog'c and unfurmounDm^ 
objc.5\Ion is, that if bilk are drawn to an unlimited 
amount, we may be put tq the utmoft diilrefs and 
difficulty to make good the payments in England ; 

• VoL. IV. 3 L 'for 
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for ihifi rciOii uc Ij \c been unJer i ncccfTt) fo to 
xiiovlcl ill our order. u|)on thiii lubjctl, as. to ctsnhnc 
the drifts to foiUL decree of proportion with our 
uiv cftmcnis 

And tins rule wn iruft ret no\'. lofcHghf of, al- 
tJioiigli our mtcniion li to extend ilic jx>v»tr of Lik- 
ing up mone; n far it c n jiolliblj be earned 
■with in^ degree of prudence 

Accordingl), liaiing conl,Jtiul the mailer ful- 
1} am! nnture(^» and iiaxing granted a further ex- 
tention of remittances to our lers ants at Bengal, on 
account of their increafe of inxcftment this} car, 
Me ire Milling to tneounge }ou lodothefame, 
and therefore \sc do hereby re\oke our former or- 
ders upon the lul^ce^ of lenmtances, and in lieu 
thereof, uc permit •‘ndcmpoueriou to drau upon 
is tins feafon for 50,000! and Legend that fum, 
lor the M hole amount of the fupphes in fpccie, 
ishich }ou ma\ be able to fend to Chmi, to any 
extent, depending on jour zeal and afilduity in 
extending jour in; eftments, in fuch a manner ai 
maj enable us to perform our ergigements, and 
to continue to jou the fame indulgence in future 
feakins 

Befide<5the above fum of 50,000! ;ou maj gr*'nt 
certificates to the captains ind olnccr. of each 
homeward bound ihip, as far as 5000! each Ihip, 
under the exprefs conditions mentioned in the 3 jtli 
paragraph of our gcrcnl letter of the 1 1 ih No; cm 
berhft, but you arc, notwithftanding our order 
of the faid ; iih November laft, pangraph not 
to include lordCIivc'sjaghirc in the faid 50,000! 
It being our intention iHt any paj mem on that ae- 
sount DipUd be made In Bengal only . 
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The fum of ^o,oool. firft to be drawn as above- 
mentioned, is to be divided and applied among the 
company’s fervants, civil and military, in fuch man- 
ner as may appear reafonable to you upon an im- 
partial confidcraiion of their feveral fiiuaiions'and 
circomftances 5 and \vc fhali depend upon your 
making this difpofition in fuch an equitable man- 
ner, as may leave nojull caufe of complaint. ‘ 

The China remittances are to be open to free- 
merchants, or any other perfens refiding under our 
protcdion, as well as to the company’s feri'ants, 
and hkewife to whatever fums fhall be offered up- 
on account of the eftates of deceafed perfons. 

The bills fcr the fum of 50,000!. firft above- 
mentioned, are to be drawn at the rate of 8s. per 
current pagoda, and at 365 days fight ; and the 
bills for fuch further fums as fhall be lent to China, 
are to be drawn at the rate of 8s. 5^d per current 
pagoda, payable three years after fight ; this lati- 
tude being necefiary for enabling the company to 
bring the amount of the Tales of their cargoes into 
circulation at the time the bills will become due.' 

, You willobfervc that we have increafed the rate 
of exchange, m proportion to the time allowed for 
■ payment ; and this we mean to be in lieu of the 
iniereft formerly paid for the exceeding time after 
the ninety days ; accordingly you are to give the 
bill-holders to underftand that they will not be in- 
titlecl to any intereft upon bills that will be drawn 
in confequence of thefe orders,** 


Extraift 
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Estraft of a general letter to Bombay, dated iith 
November 1768. 

• “ The like reafons Hilt fubfifling as we gave you 

in our advices dated iSth March laft, for Iniiiting 
the drafts to be made on us from Bombay, you ate 
therefore hereby ordered not to exceed the faid 
fum of 20,0001. in thofc you make on us by the 
fhips to be difpaichcd home in tb^ feafon of 1769, 
and they muft be at the laie of 2s. 2d, for each 
Bombay rupee. 

Bat wc do not mean by the above limitation • 
to include the fum of 5,000!. which we allow the 
commandei and olEcersof each of our fhips of this 
feafon, to pay into our cafl) on the terms aforefaid, 
at fuch fettleraents wheteto they arc configned \ that 
is to fay, thofe configned to your prefidency are 
to be confined to pay in at the feveml fettlemcnts 
on your coaft, a fum not exceeding 5000I, for each 
fliip, and thofe configned to the coaft and bay are 
to pay the like fum at either or both theffe pxtfiden- 
ctes, unlefs our ftrvice may require their difpatch 
from any other ; and then any part of their unpa.d 
quota may be received there. And as the corn- 
manders and officers of none of our ihips arc to be 
allowed more than 5000I. on iKis account in the 
whole voyage, the fcvcral prefidencics muff: take 
the necelTary care in that refpedt, by duly advifing 
each other of the fums received fiom thofe com- 
manders and officers. And in regard to thofe who 
call at Madrafs in their way to China, they arc to 
be teftraioed to the latter ^Uce for 9aylng la theirs^ 
As to the proportions vyhich the officers arc to bear 



V 1 

with ihcir cominaDders in the faid fum, they are 
Jo be fettled according to the rates mentioned in 
the printed Indulgencewithre/pedbco their adven- 
tures outward s fuch commanders and officers 
therefore as may apply to ^ you on this occafion, 
muft have certificates granted them in the ufual 
manner, upon their making oath as ordered in our 
letter of the 21ft November 1766. 

If the attornics of lord Clive fliould apply to you 
to pay in any part of his lordfliip’s jaghire for bills 
of exchange on us, you are hereby dirciled to re- 
ceive the fame, which is to be exclufivc of the be- 
fore-mentioned aojcopl. which you are permitted 
to draw upon us by the fiiips to be difpatched 
from your fide of India/’ 

Extract of a general letter to Bombay, dated joih 
June 1769. 

We have ferioufiy rc-confidered our former 
directions, upon the fobjeCt of bills of exchange,’ 
and have given due attention to inconveniencies 
refulting from the prefent reftridlions r that the 
French and Dutch will .be fupplied with Englifii 
money, by thofe who want to remit to Europe, Is 
a natural confequcnce ; and that they will in Ben- 
gal infifl: upon being paid infilver, feeing that’fil- 
ver is the only legal tender that is or can be in that 
country ; and further, that they will export 'from 
thence as much as they think fit, notwithflanding 
any orders to the contrary, is to be expeCted. 

Such being the evident inconveniencies of our 
refufal to receive money into our cafli, for bills to 
]3c dra.vn upon England, it will be faid, the re- 
' - medy 
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ta^dy u in our own hands j if \\e will open our 
trealury, the French and Dutch will no longer be 
fupplied, they will be under the necefiity of irr*; 
potting bullion for their cxpcoccs and inveftmenr i 
and we lliall have it in our power to export to 
China, as much as we think the circumftances of 
the country will bear. 

We fincercly with things could be brought to 
this ftate , but the fingle and unfurmountablc ob- 
jedion is, that if bills are drawn to an unlimited 
amount, we may be put to the utmoft diftrefs and 
difficviky to make good the payments in England j 
for this reafon, we have been under a necelfity fo 
to model our orders upon this fubjefl, as to connne 
the drafts to feme degree of proportion with our 
inveftmims. 

And this rule we muft not now lofe fight of, ak 
though our Intention is to extend the power of tak- 
ing up money, as far as it can polTibly be carried 
with any degree of prudence. 

Accordingly having conlidered the matter fully 
and maturely, and having granted a further exten-. 
lion of remittances to our fervants at Bengal, on 
account of their increafe of inveftmenis this year, 
wc are w’illing to encourage you to do the fame ; 
and therefore we do hereby revoke our former or- 
ders,- upon, the fubjeft of remittances , aud in lieu 
thereof, wc permit and empower you to draw upon 
us this feafon for 50,000!. and beyond that fum, 
for the whole amount of the fuppUes in fpccic, 
w hich you may be able to fend to China, to any 
c-xtent, depending on your zeal and afliduity in 
extending your inveftmenta in fuch a manner as 
may enable us to perform our engagements, and 

^0 
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to continue to you the fame indulgence in* fatuf* 
Icafons. 

Beddes the above fum of jo^oool. you may 
grant certificates to the captains and officers of 
each homeward bound iliip as far as 5000I. each 
Ihip, under the exprefs conditions mentioned in 
our general letter of the i ith November laft 5 but 
you are, notwithftanding our orders of the faid 
nth November, not to include lord 'Clive’s 
jaghire in the faid 50,000!. it being our intention 
that any payment on that account Ihould be made 
in Bengal only. . 

The fum of 50,000!. firft to be drawn as above- 
mentioned, is to be divided and applied among 
the company's fervanis, civil and military, in fuch 
manner as may appear reafonable to you, upon an 
impartial confideration of their feveral fituations 
and circumdances ; and we fliall depend upon your 
making this difpodtion in fuch an equitable man- 
ner, as may leave no juft caufe of complaint. 

The China remittances are to be open to free 
^merchants, or any other peifons tedding under 
our proteftion, as well as to the company’s fer- 
vany, and Hkewife to whatever fums ihall be of- 
fered^upon acconnt of the eftates of deccafed per- 
fons. 

The bills for the fum of 50,000!. firft abov’e- 
mentioned, arc to be drawn at the rate of as. 5d. 
pcf Bombay rupee, and at 365 days fight ,* and 
the bills foe fuch further fums as (hall be fent to 
Clwsta aw to be drawn ax the rate of as. 6d. pet 
Bomb'ay rupee, payable three years after fighc J 
this laiuuJii being nccefliry for enabling the com- 
pany to brin^ the amount of the falcsof thrir car- 
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goes mto circulation at the time tlie bills will be- 
come du?. 

You will obferve, that we have increafed the 
rate of exchange m proportion to the time allowed 
for payment , and this we mean to be in heu of the 
intereil Carmerly paid for the exceeding time after 
the ninety days 5 accoidingly’jou arc to give the 
biU-h^lde^s to underftand, they will not be entitled 
to any intereft upop the bill? that will be drawn 
iri confequence of thefe orders/* 

Extra6f of the Eaft-Indla Company's Advice, re- 
ceived from their Prclident and Council of 
Bombay 

General Letter, 26th February, 1770. 

** From the whole tenor of your advices for a 
confiderablc time paft, your honours will have per- 
ceived the great dtftrels we have laboured under 
for money to provide the ncceffary inveftments, 
defray our expences, and fopply our other una- 
voidable wants ; the only refourcewe have had for 
this purpofe, has been drawing on your fervants in 
Bengal for fuch fums as wc have been able to pro- 
cure for our bills on them ; but thefe have at lafl 
failed as ; for notwithdanding your fervants have 
alTurcd us, they will honour our drafts to any a- 
mount, and defired us to draw, even at a higher 
rate of exchange than might be given by private 
njerchants, wc canno' procure any money here 
for bills on Bengal, and your fervants at Surat 
wriie'us in anfwcr to ourorders to that clBid, that 
tliey had Ihilc profpect of procuring any conf.do- 
*' * rab'e 
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table fum there, not having been able to com- 
plete the five lacks we have fince empowered them 
to draw for, notwithftanding the permillion given 
them to rajfe the exchange as above fee forth. On 
the ad inftanr, an ertimate of calh wanted until the 
end of O6lober next, no part of which could be 
difpenled with, was laid before us ; when it ap- 
peared we fhould at leaft require, until that time, the 
fum of rupees 12,25,937. 2. 33, of which fo large 
a part as rupees 8,49,232. 2. 21 is wanted before 
the end of May ; on coofideringof which, toge- 
therwuh the impoffiblhty, as above fet forth,. of 
our availing ouifelves of the only expedientwe have 
for fame time pall had to raife money, we deter- 
mined, as the foie means left for procuring fuch a 
fum, to forihwiih'grant bills'on your honours, 'at 
the rate of 2$. ^'d. to your fervants, and 2s. 3d.‘to 
all others ; and ilTue public notice, that we would 
grant bills at this rate, to the amount of four lacks 
of rupees, per Fox, and receive fuch further fums 
as might be tendered, to run at intereft until the 
departure of the firft Ihipof next feafon, when 
bills would be granted lor the fame at the above 
rate, the whole at 90 days fight, payable in twelve 
months, carrying an intcrcll of three per cent, per 
annum, after the expiration of the faid ninety days: 
we were the more readily induced to adopt this 
meafure, from reports we had received, that the 
Lapwing brings orders from your honours, to give 
bills upon you ;'bcfides which, private letters from 
Madrafs, which may be depended on, mention, 
that your fervants af Calcutta ' had opened zbeir^ 
treafury to receive money, to bear an intereft of 
eight per cent, per annum until December next, 
VoL. IV. ' 3'M when 
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' when ihcy engage to give bills on you for whatc- 
1 ver fums may. be lb paid in, at the rate of two fliU- 
. lings the current rupee to your fervants, and two 
Ihtllings and two pence halfpenny to all others; 
. but even this would not have prompted us to draw 
-'immediately, or until the orders per Lapwing arri- 

- ved, had we not b<cn In aiflual want of three Jachs 
of rupees to fend "to TelUthcrry and Anjengo 
(without which your inveflments there would be 
at an entire (land) and many drafison the treafury 
for our monthly cxpcnces unpaid, as appears by 
the report of our treafury, entered on our confulta- 

i tions under the aBove date j about rupees one hun- 
dred fifty thoufand per mpnth, being required for 
this lad ; and our balance then in the treafury 
being only rupees 58,887. 3 ; 'upon the whole, 
: therefore, -we flatter ourfclves your honours will 
<. approve our condufb upon this occafion, and red 
. allured, nothing but the exigencies of your afiairs 
. would have induced us to exceed the amount you 
> have^bcen pleafed to order us to draw for in one fea- 
fcn, or the rate of exchange preferibed by you ; 
but it was utterly out of our power to borrow, or 
by any other means to procure money ; and even 
this method, fo great is the fcarcUy of/pecie, has 

- noLyet been attended with the wilhed-for fuccefs, 
t only Rs. 1,89,670. 2. 80. having been to this day 

paid in for bills by the Fox, to this day. The 
i terms on which we have agreed to draw, your ho- 
< nours will be pleafed to obferve, are upwards of 
i*thrce per cent, more favourable to your honours 
. thanthofe granted at Bengal ; but,, as wc flattered 
. ourfclves wc Ihould procure fufficieat at this rate, 
i ' - it 
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It was andls our duty to obtain it, on tbemoftad- , 
yantageous terms in our power/* 

'General Letter; 26th April 1770. 

We have in our'addrefs of the 26th of Febru- 
ary, by the way of Grand Cairo and Buflbra, and 
of which a tranfeript is in the packet, been To 
very full and particular, as to our refolunon of 
drawing upon your honours by this lliip, and oup 
motives for it, that we deem it unneceflary to re- 
peat the fame here, and ihall therefore only now 
advife the particular bills wc have drawn in confe- 
quence ; and acquaint your honours, that we fliall, 
in future, conform to your^ commands of the 30th 
of June laft, on this fubjeft; and_ in the mean 
time have ifilicd public notice of the terms on 
which you allow us to draw;’ and Ikall receive^ 
money, to bear an iniercft until the bills are grant- 
ed, which our urgent nccclBtics oblige us to. The 
bills we have now drawn arc as follows; to which 
we requefi: you will lliew due honour,** 

Nine fets drawn at the rate of two fliillings and 
three-pence, amounting to L. fterling ^ 

7939 H 6 ' 

Eleven ditto, at two fhillings and 

five-pence, amounting to 41 ^54 7 5 

The attornics to colonel Heflor Munro having 
addteffed \is a letter, felting forth, that they had a 
confiderablc fum of money of his to remit home, 
and defiring the fame might be received at cove- 
nant fervants rate of exchange, which they were 
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well aiTured your fervants at Bengal had promifed 
the colonel, who had acquired this money in your 
ferviccj we concurred with them, tliat the colonel 
feemed entitled to Ibmc indulgence ; but, that 
your honours might have it in your power to in- 
dulge him or not, xvc determined only to grant 
certificates for the fame j which we have done ac- 
cordingly for fuch part of his money as has been 
received j and Ihall, by the next fhip, grant an- 
other fet, for the remainder, on its being fworn 
to be the colonel's property. \Ve have alfo granted 
fome certificates to the commanders and officers of 
your Ihips agreeable to your orders; and the fol- 
lowing is a lift of all we have granted by this Ihip : 

Seven fets certificates, amounting to 
rupees, - - ' 99 » 577— 94 

We were in hopes, by the departure of this fhip, 
to have procured money fufficient to have com- 
pleated the fums wanted for Tellichcry and An- 
jengo, according to the cftlmates we have receiv- 
ed, being two lacks (200,000) for the former, 
and fifty choufand (50,000) for the latter; but it 
was with the uimoft concern we found, on exa- 
mining the ftate’of our treafury in confultatlon, 
yefterday, the whole amount therein, in rupees, 
gold, and fanams, was no more than rupees 
115,044. 2, exclufivc of which, wc have, for our 
current cxpenccs, outftanding bills /rom Surat to 
the amount of rupees fcvcnty-ciglu thoufand nine 
hundred and thirty -fixandthrccquartcrs(78, 936. 3.) 

■ This being our fituaiion, wc cannot }X)ffibly fparc 
piorc than one bek, (ioo,coo) for liie Coaft fet- 
^ ticmcoilsj 
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US, or to tike up -money at inj^reft j all which 
hope you will approve. 

25th July, 1770. 

“ Your honours wereadvlfeH, in our addrefsper 
FoXj of the great diftrcls ue were in for money, 
and the neceffity wc /hould probably be under of 
deviating from your orders refpedting the rate of 
exchange you bad fixed upon bills to be drav/n on 
you : it is with the uimoft concern wc are now to 
acquaint you/' that our apprehenfions have proved 
to be too well founded ; for on the 19th ultimo 
our treafury was reduced to rupees 161. 1.31, and 
outfianding drafts unpaid to the amount of rupees 
62,243. i. 62 i and as, noevvithfiaoding our refo* 
lutlonofthe 17th April, for receiving money for 
bills on the terms prcfcribcd by your honours, in 
your commands of the 30th of June 1769, and to 
bear an intereft until the bills were granted, not a 
rupee had been received into the crealury, wo found 
ourfclves under the difagrecable neceflity of adhe- 
ring to our former terms of two fhillings and five 
pence to company’s fer\ ants, and two Ihillings and 
three pence to all others, &c. us granted on your 
honours per ihip Fox ; but being in immediate 
want of money, wc, in hopes of procuring a fpee- 
dy fijpply, agreed to give two fhillings and four 
pence to private perfons, for all fums paid in with-i 
m a month from that day i notwUhftanding which 
we have not received more than rupees 39,684 — 
14. We have, however, fince received bills from 
Surat, for rupees 2,33,75c. 3. 8, in part of a fup- 
ply of four lacks remitted by your fervants at Ben- 
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gal, by bills upon that place, winch has ferved 
for our prefenc wants ; butas our exigencies will 
require a further conliderable fum, we (hall con- 
tinue drawing on thenl, and have defired them to 
remit as opportunities offer ; by which means we 
hope we may not ‘have occafion to draw fo much 
upon your honours, which you may reft afTured 
nothing but unavoidable neceftity will induce us to 
do, though the providing ouf mveftments, and 
the large drafts we may now lliorlly expedt from 
Mocha, will, we fear, require a larger fum than 
wefiiall be able to raife by bills on Bengal, and we 
have at prefent no other refource.*' 

General Letters 3 December, 1770. 

The feveral minutes on our diary now tranf- 
mitted, on the (ubjeft of money, will fully fiiew 
10 your honours the great thftrcfs we have at times 
been in on this account. Notwithftanding we 
have been fuppUed from Bengal, ftnee the Fox’s 
departure, with no lefs a fum than^ rupees 
7,60,509. 2.80, by drafts from thence and Surar, 
j and remittances from your fervants, we on the ipih 
June u ere reduced to a balance of rupees i6r. i. 31, 
befides drafts unpaid to' the amount of rupees 
62,243. *• ^ 4 » notwithftanding oUc re- 

folution of the 17th April, for receiving money 
for bills upon the terms prefenbed by your ho- 
nours, in your commands of the 30th June, 1^769, 
and to bear an intcreft until the bills were granted, 
no money had till that time been tendered to us, 
it appeared therefore to us indlfpenfably neceftary 
to adhere to our former terms of is. 5d. to yourho- 
^ nours. 
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noiits fervant';, ami 2« 3d to all others, nay 
more, that \tc flrouH grant tho Utttr as 4d fot 
all monies j^aid in \Mthin a month, m hopes of pro- 
curing a fupply of calli for our immediate wants, 
which we had no ptoipe«il of doing but by this 
means, wc therefore iflued public notice accoid- 
ingly , noiwithfnndihg which, little or no money 
Mas paid in , and on the 7th September, a calcu- 
late of cafli wanted till the end of Pvfaywas laid 
teforeusj whereby It appeared, w c Ihculd require 
upwards of ‘one million five hundred thoufand 
(1,500,000) rupees by that time, three of which 
we had w role for to be fent in fpecie from Bengal , 
and by a letter then before us from Surat, wc had 
rcafon to-expefl two lacks (200,000) from thence , 
but as this fell fo very flioriof the above fum, we 
doicrinired, as the mofocertam means which oc- 
curred 10 us fors’elievjng our wants, to write to tho 
prefident ind council of fcort William, to remit us, 
e cljfive of what they miglit fend in Ipecie, fix 
lacks by bills of ^change, and to draw upon 
your honours for what further fums w e might w ant , 
but aswe cou*d not expefh to recoup any money 
from Bengal foonet than March, before which it 
appeared evident from the eflimate, we fhould 
want near twelve (12) lacks of rupees, we found 
ourfelv cs under the difagrceable neceflJty of con- 
tinumg the exchange to private perfons at as 
but on re confiden ig the affair, and ha; ing hopes 
of a fupply for our immediate wants, by oiler 
means, we deferred carrying into extcucion that 
refolution until the aSth , when it appearing to us 
unavoidable, and it being confid'*red, that your 
honours loft fix and a half (6^/ per cent by the ex- 
change 



' t 435 ] 

change on Bengal, while the lofs arlfing from tlie 
increafe of one penny in the rupee, was not more 
'than 3^ per cent, we detetmintd to continue the 
exchange at that rQte % but in order to deter pri-^ 
Vate perfons from withhokjing their money, in 
hopes of our ncceffitics obliging us Bill to Increafe 
It, we exprefly declare, that on no confideration 
whatever it would be raifed further ; and by the- 
lift of bills' drawn by thefe fliips, inferred m this 
letter, your honours will perceive the fum;pajd in 
at this fate. 

Finding on the a6th of October, by a letter 
from yourfervants at Surat, that we had little rea- 
fon to expedl any ccnfiderable fupply from thence, 
for bills on Bengal, even at a half per cent, more 
difadvantageous to your honours than what men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph, excluflve of a 
further lofs in the remitting the fame here, the 
profident offered toourconfldcration fome obferva- 
tions which had occurred to him on the fubjedt, and 
which are entered at length on our proceedings 
that day, and an aitcfted copy thereof, and of the 
minute made thereon, tranfmitced in the packet, 
in which he fets forth the ncceflity of raifing 
the exchange, as the means moft beneficial to 
your intcrcft, and the only remedy of enabling 
us to procure a fulficient fum for our exigencies s 
and proved, thatbv drawing on your honours at 
as. 4d. and 2S. 6d. inflead of giving bills on Ben- 
gal, at the exchange which your ftrvants at Surat 
have laxely done, yout hoaouts would Cave lo per 
esnt. at the firft, and evea 8-|-at the lafl, cxclu- 
fivu of which yoiTr honours complain, of a lofs 
even of four (4) per cent, fuftained on Bencial 
■' VoL. iV. ' 3N biih. 
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bills, and direft us to avoid fuch lofs in future. 
He likewife remarked the rcludance you exprefs 
in your commands of the 30th of June 1769, to 
our drawing on joufor more than 50,000! or at 
molV, the additional fum iheX^amdcn might have 
earned to China in Tpecie, which was three lacks 
of rupees, folelyfroma difficulty you apprehend- 
ed might anfe to you, m the payment of drafts to 
an unlimited amount, though convinced, as you 
are pleafed to add, of tbit being moft confiflent 
with your real irtereft. Your orders in refpeft to 
the rate of exchange wc had before been obliged 
to deviate from , the other d fference now in quef- 
tion amounted to about five lacks , and as we lhall 
difpatcn, during this year, notlefa than five fliips, 
exclufive of that ftom Mocha, whofe cargo amounts 
torupecs 3,79)790.2.30, each of whole invoices, 
compu'cd from thofc of inc three difpitched laft 
year , viz. Deptford, Speaker and Fox, may be 
eftimated at rupees 2,32,104 3.47, each, mak- 
ing toacther rupees 11,60,574 I. 35, and with 
the addition of the Mocha Ibip, 14,40,364, 3 65, 
and your honours will hive one year and ninety 
days after acceptance to fati fy them , in which 
the produce ot three finpv cargoes more than ufu- 
alj iliat will be configned your honours this feifon^ 
would conC derably more thin furnifit means of do- 
ing the prefident for all thefe reafons therefore 
concluded, that a raeafure in all other refpeifls fo 
evidently for your advantage, muft and would 
meet with your higheft approbation, and there- 
fore propofed ir , but, that your honours might be 
convinced he did not mean to avail himlclf of 
your necefliiies, merely for lus own advantage, he 

agreet^ 
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agreed to pay in fuch fums as he might want to^ 
remit at the prefent rate of as, 5d. and leave it to' 
your honours to grant him the additional penny in 
the rupee, in confideration of the fcafonablc fup- 
ply it would afford to your affairs, without which 
your Ihips muft remain in India, or return home 
without cargoes. 

The prefident’s obfervations appeared to us in 
every refpstfhfo juff, and his propofals fo difinter- 
efted, and fo evidently for your honours interert, 
as every method had been tried for railing money 
without effedf, and we were perfciSbly convinced 
we could not poflibly by any other means fupply 
our exigencies, that wc determined to accept ir, 
and to grant the prefident recommendatory bills 
for whatever fums he might pay in accordingly, 
which we have done for the fuin of rupees 
1,56,217. 2, 66, paid in fince that time j and we 
are moft ftrenuoudy to recommend to your ho- 
nours to make good the fame to him in England, at 
the race of as. 6d. in confideration of his affording 
fuch a feafonable fupply ; and fuch fums as have 
been paid in by covenant fervants fince, have 
been received on the fame terms, and will be con- 
tinued, until the amount wc arc in wantoflhallbc 
completed. 

Upon the above occafion, Mr. Taylor deliver- 
ed in a letter, propofing a mode of eafing tlie 
■place In point of currency, by iffulng bills from the 
binlv on loans upon the prelent fccurity ; which, 
tliough wo were of opinion it w'ouIJ not be any 
immediate remedy to the prefent great fcarcity of 
fpecic, it would be attended with great future 
cojivcnicnce to the trade of the ilbnd, cxclufivc 

of 
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of the great adv nlage jour honours \\ ill derive 
fron\ the mtereft aitling oa the amounts , vs e there- 
fore determined to carry Mr Taylor s propofal in- 
to execution, by iliuing notes to the amount of the 
debt the trcaiuryowt^ the bank, being, with in- 
terell, about eight bcl^ (Boo ooo) of rupees, and 
the notes to be trom forty to one thoufand rupees, 
each iigned by the managers of tnc bank, and 
fcaled with your feal but the prefidcntaft»,rwards 
talking on this fubjeft to Mr Robert Blachford, 
uhom your honours permitted to come to India, to 
fettle the late Mr Spencer s affairs, and who was 
bred to the banking bufinefs, lie defired to deliver 
m fome hints on tlic fubjeil of the propofed plan, 
which he did accordingly, and \\c referred the 
fame, with Mr Ta)lors letter, to the confidera- 
tion of the coinnuuecof accounts, who reported 
their opinion to us but ue have not )crcomc toa 
final refolution thereon, this, however, wc iliall 
do in a few days, and you may reft afiured, we 
fhall duly weigh ctcry ctrcumftance, before wo 
take any meafurcs upon a matter of this impor- 
tmcc 

In hopes of your fcr\ints at Madrafs being able 
to afilft us with fome money incur prefent fcarcity, 
wchi\cfct forth to them our diftrefs, and requefled 
they will advife us if they can fupply us with any , 
and to what amount 

\\c have drawn the following fets of bilk of ex- 
change on your honours at ninety cigl tdays light, 
and, if not then paid, to bcaran iniertfl of three (3) 
per cent per annum from the expiration of the 
I i i nnct\ days, uniill the end of one year, when 
li \ oic to Lc JiiadL good* np money ha> ing been 
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paid to us, or expelled by us, from the loth 
March to the 19th. June, on the terms preferibed 
by your honours, per Lapwing, as will fully ap- 
pear by our confultation of the latter date j to all 
M liich we requeft you will ftiew due honour. 

One fet ofbillsof exchange draw a 
at the rate of tw o fhlUmgs and 
three-pence per rupee, amount--* 
ing to L. fterling 536 4 8 

Thirty-eight fets of bills of ex- ‘ 
change drawn at the rate of* 
two (hillings and four-pence 
per rupee, amounting to i5>^47 5 ^ 

Tvventy fets of bills of exchange 
drawn'at the rate of two (hil- 
lings and five-pence per ru- 
pee,* amounting to 28,801 9 5 

The following recommendatory letter being 
drawn, in confequence of our refolulion. of the 
26th O^^ober, as fully dated to your honours, you 
will be pleafcd to difeharge the fame accordingly. 

Ten fets of bills of exchange 
drawn at the rale of two (hil- 
lings and five-pence, but re- 
commended to be paid at two 
(hillings andlix-pcncc, amount- 
ing to * Rupees 2,41,985. 3. 70 

We have Ukewife drawn the following certifi- 
cates on your honours, which you will pleafe to 
discharge. 

Eleven 
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Eleven fets of certificates, a- 

mounting to Rupees 1,09,894 " 3. 6S 

We have received from the attorney of colonel 
He£loEMQnro,afurthecfum of rupees 139913 2*25, 
for which we have granted him a fet of certificates, 
agreeable to our relolution of the loth April lall:. 

General Letter, 26th February, i77i» 

N. B. This being received before the following 
letter of the 4th, is the reafon why it is placed 
firft. 

Notwithftanding the fcveral methods we have 
tried to procure a fufiicicnc fuppiy'of money to 
carry on our invelibcDents, as alio for our current 
c^wcnces, we find ouifelves greatly diftreflcd.for 
milney for both ; more particularly as no bills are 
yeC'-arrived from yout fervants in Bengal and as 
by a report of our treafury, laid before us in con- 
fultation,, under the 18th inflant, ic appeared 
there was only a balance, then remaining therein of 
rupees 18. 3. 66 j and there was then due from it, 
rupees 1,29,597. 2. 79, and at the fame time we 
were in want of large fums ’to fupply.the coaft fec- 
tlements, or no cargoes could be expedted to be 
provided there, if nor Ihoniy fupplied, for the 
fliips of the enfuiog fearon,aswclI as for the North- 
umberland's ftoclt to Canton, and the* beginning 
of another mcnih was alfo approaching, when 
large fuins of money would be indifpenfabiy want- 
ad by the fcveral paytnafters tor the monthly dif- 
burftments : we therefore determined, as the only 

refource 



C i59 J 

refource, to receive money at inferfift, either here 
or at Surat, to the amount of two lacks of rupees 
for the prefent ; and public notice was given of 
ourrefoluiion. But we are forty to acquaint your 
honours, that fuch is the fcarcity of fpecie, that to 
this time we have only received rupees 12,725. on 
this account. 

^ j Generalletters, 4th February 1771* 

« Your honours were advifed, in our addrefs of 
‘the 4th ultimo, of our intentions to iflue notes 
^from the bank j but having referred the fame to 
the confideration of the committee of accounts, we 
were of Opinion, in confcqucncc of their report, 
’that It could not be done without a flowing trenfu- 
ry, and therefore determined to defer it for the 
prefent. 

\\ e likewlfe mentioned to your honours in ouc 
addrefs, an application to your fervants at Ma- 
drafs to aflift us with money , but are forty now to 
adviie, that inftead of being able to afford us affift- 
ance, they are apprehenfive they fhall not hive 
fuffic^ent for their own occafions, and have wrote 
accordingly to ) our fervants in Bengal, in hopes 
that they may be able to affiff them. We have the 
pleafure to add, thofe gentlemen acquaint us under 
the 28th November, that they fiiould endeavour to 
fotnifo us by bills upon Surat, with the nine laclxS 
%v e deflred , but as we cannot poffibly receiv e more 
than two lacks and a half before the end of TMay, 
at fooneft, it will not by any means anfiver our 
purpofe of fecuring the neceflary inveffmenc of 
pepper, fandal wood, and cardamoms, or e<en 
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our current expences* for all which advances ought 
now to be made ; but the want of fpecle, which 
your fervants in Bengal write they cannot 
lupply us with, puts this out of our power, ouf 
treafury being now fo low that we cannot fupply 
your fervants at TelUchery ^v^th a rupee, notwhh- 
llanding we, on the third ult. previous to the re- 
ceipt of the above letter from Bengal, took into 
confideration how very inadequate the fums then 
received for bills and certificates on ypur honours 
had been found to our wants ; and that the terms 
on which the recommendatory bills were granted 
to covenant fervants, had proved fo difagreeable to 
individuals, from their very uncertain tenor, that 
we had not the leafi profpedl of procuring any fur- 
ther fum on thofe terms in future > and therefore 
determined to ralfe the exchange to covenant fer- 
vants from as. ^d. to as. 6d. per rupee, as the 
onijr refource we had left for procuring the money 
indifpenfibly neceflary for enabling us to carry on 
the affairs under our management. We therefore 
flatter ourfelves your honours will not dlfapprove 
this meafurc, on confidering the extreme urgency 
of the cafe, and our having tried cverj other pott 
Able expedient for procuring money, as has at dif- 
ferent times been noticed to your honours ; and we 
are now determined not to raife the exchange far- 
ther upon any pretence whatever. We have ac- 
cordingly drawn the following bills on the above 
terms, to which you will pleafe fhew due honour. 


Sixteen 
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Si'Cteea ^e^s of bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rale of two flnl- 
Iings and fix-pence per rupee, 
amounting to — fterling 13,428 i 6 

We have likewife drawn the following bills at 
two fliillings and four pence, which you will pleafe 
to difcharge. 

Sixteen fcts of bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rate of two /hil- 
lings and four-pence per ru- 
pee, amounting to — 7^256 9 0 

The undermentioned two fcts of bills have like- 
wife been granted, by this opportunity, at two 
/hillings and five pence, which we requc/l jour 
honour will difcharge. 

Two fcts of bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rate of two /hil- 
lings and five-pence per rupee, 
amounting to — > 563 19 6 

Copy of fundry Paragraphs of general Letters from 
the Court ofDircflors to the Governor and Conn- 
ed of Bengal, dated 23d March, 1770, relatiie 
to fortifications and other public Buddings 

“ We have carefully attended to the condudl of 
thofe our fervants, with whole negligence or dif- 
honefiy at Burrampore, we reafon to be difia- 
tisfied And wc are of opinion, that, as it was the 
indifpenfable duty of the chief at Conimbuzar, lb 
VoL. IV. 3 O It 
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It uuaaalfo, in a great meafure, in his power, 
either to have prevented the commiffion, or long 
continuance at leaft, of almofl all thole frauds 
%\hichha%e taken place , and thereb) that enor- 
mous excefs of expence, which has been incurred 
at Burrampore, would have been avoided Mr 
Sykes, who had the infpeilion of the accounts 
monthly, might, without difficulty, have detedled 
alnioft every impofition, ha4 he paid proper atten- 
tion to that part of his duty which related to in- 
fpecling the faid accounts , becaufe, by an imme- 
diate reference to the then current price, all over- 
charges in materials might have been immediately 
aiceriamcd, \/hich could not, with the ereateft 
application, be fo prccifcly or fatisfaiflorily done 
twelve n onihs afterwards And as to his pica of 
other bulin''fs having engrofied his time, it is by 
no mean fcch an cxcufc, which we can admit in 
kis juftittcation , he ought to have made an early 
rcprclcntation of that circumftance to you, and 
indeed, you Ihould have origmallj appointed a per- 
lon well qualified for fucli undertaking to luperm- 
tend the worls, and prevent impofitions, know- 
ing as you did, that Mr Syke's avocations in our 
lervice, did rot al’brd him fefficient Icilure forin- 
fjKflmg tl cm fo clofelv ns wight have been done 
Althou,,h \ e much approve your conduct, from 
th time the eiujuiry has commenced to that of it> 
b,.tng compleate 1 yet wc can by no means per- 
f a iw oiirfeKts, t! at it was altogether blamelels m 

i ou to luiler lo I>ig thv, abufes lo be cc itinucd, 
cfore el]eilual eii-juirv was male coi cerning 
tl -n1 \\ c fav cflciSual cnqjirv, becaufe w^e ob- 

fent, Mr 1 eirbts aUolt»cs in his defence, that 
" lus 
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Kis monthly accounts had been examined, and re- 
ceived the entire fan^Uon of the chief at CoP" 
limbuzar , been approved by the council of that 
place, and by the committee of accounts at your 
prefidency; and that no deficiencies appeared, till 
near twelve months after fiicfa approvals : and Mr. 
Palk, we find,' alfo makes eftabliflied cuftom the 
only plea for his overcharges. ' 

As w e cannot fuppofe thofe perlbns, whofe duty 
it was to infpe^f the accounts, to have been unqua- 
lified for luch trufi, in point of knowledge, with- 
out impeaching the condu<ft of our governor and 
council, who appointed tliem to that office ; fo, on 
the other hand, fuppofing them fufficiently intel- 
ligent, and capable of filling tlie fiatlon in a pro- 
per manner, we cannot but deem them to have 
been guilty of notorious negligence, or great un- 
faithfulnefs, when they audited and approved ac- 
counts fo very fraudulent as thofe of Mr. Forbes 
appear to have been. 

We are aware, that a man who could fo far de- 
viate from duty as Mr. Forbes has done, may be 
fuppoftd capable of writing in ihe fiile he wrote to 
you, .even admitting there was no foundation in 
taft, for many of his very extraordinary afiertlons : 
nevertheiefs \\c cannot but wifli, that you had 
plainly and fully rcpjied to that ‘part of his de- 
fence, where lie affirms, ‘‘That he is thoroughly 
“ convinced his tranfaclions will bear the ictt of 
“ any co.nparifon )00 may choofc to make wjtfi 
“ the accounts of any gentleman who holds an 
“ office of this nature under the company ; and 
“ defires the rcafonablcnefs of his charge may be 
“ determined by feme fuch ftandard.” 


Whate^ 
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Whatever audacity there may appear on the 
part of Mr. Fosbts, In the above declaration and 
requeft, yet we confefs in our opinion^ that fucH 
charge as is implied therein, ought to have been 
openly and fully refuted, and not barely contra- _ 
difted, which Is all that has been done by you, ’ 
You feem to make Mr. torhes's refltdions on the 
fervicein general part of your realon for the fen- '> 
tence w liich you pafs upon him ; but we repeat if, 
we believe you ought rather (to us, at Icall) to have 
proved, that Mr. Forbes’s plea of e/lablilhed cuf- 
tom, for any part of the undue advantages made 
by him, w^s grouodlcfs. We are the more par-^ 
ticular herein, as we think it was a proper oppor- 
tunity for you to fhew, that all that zeal for the 
good of our fervice, which yog profefs, has indeed 
been by yoaexercifed. 

But however alarming it may be to find, that 
the buxies, who were perfons, fome of them, of 
long ftanding in our fervice, have abufed their 
trufe ; and that the oyerebarges of thofe, whofe 
proper province it was lb have guarded ou^ pro-, 
perty at Burrampore from the defigns of any who 
might attempt to defraud us, have amounted to nq 
Icfs fum than two lacks of rupees : yet we obferve, 
that ihofe overcharges are a very trivial lofs, in 
compatifotiof the whole fuftained by mean? of the 
indiferetibns exercifed relative to the cantopments 
at Burrampore. 

When lord CUve and council came to a rcfolu- 
llon to have tl^e cantonments eredled ; and ordered 
the chief ai Coflimbozar to fupply the materials, 
trjaivs the necefiiiry advances, pay the people em? 

ployed 
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ployed, and tranOnit the accounts monthly ; if 
was exprefsly ordered, that the. whole cxpencp 
ftould not exceed 2* lacks of rupees, or three at 
the moft. In confequence of that order, the build- 
ing was undertaken, and carrkd on till twelve 
latlvS were expended ; Ic was then judged needful 
to alter and enlarge the plan ; by which piteratlon 
great part of the worlcs already in forwardnefs be- 
came almoft wholly ufelefs j to the amount at lealf, 
as the engineer fays, of three complcat lacks, bc- 
fides-the additional expence occafiopedby the alte- 
ration^ ; and the completion of the whole, |t was 
then cpnpputed, would, over and aboi’e the tjvelve 
lacks ejtpended, amount to feventcen lacks more, 
Thofe feventeen lacks we find however reduced to 
about ten lacks. In the new calculation made by ' 
captain Watfon } and therefore it appears/ we may 
now expefh the whole to be completed for about 
twenty-two lacks of rupees, ' , 

It is very obfetvablc, that in the firfl defign of 
the cantonments at Burrampore, ic was intended 
to accommodate the Teapoys, as wel) as the Euro- 
pean troops ; but proceedings having been carried 
on, in order thereto, for a year or more, you then 
determined not to have any barracks for feapoys. 
By that refolution, the rafters which had been fra- 
med for thofe works, the foundations, which wefe 
coraplently funk, and fomc of which were finifhed 
with brick work to the level of the ground, were 
alfo rendered ufelefs. It feems very ftrange to us» 
but it IS nevertliclcfs iruc^ that no calculated clB- 
matc of any of the works, appears to have been 
made by any perfon whatever, rill thofe given by 
' licutc- 
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licutcoant Mcfla)cr, m 1768, andb> captain W^t- 
fon, \\Iio was fcrc to enquire mto the ftjte of tl c 
cantonments, after immcnfc an cxpencc Jnd 
b-en incurred, ntid 10 fo little purpofe 

Notwichftandiijg there might not be the fame 
ncccfity for the ftipo)s to be accommodated, in 
order to attach them loounotcrell, as well as the 
Luropeans, fcarccly be credited, that our 

fertants fliould drop that p^rtof the intended work, 
and ^ei venture to increatc the oivcn cxpenccs to 
the immoderate degree they have done , thus 
fporting with the property of the company, to the 
additional amount of near twenty heks of rupees, 
cs has been the cafe, and yet leave out fo very con- 
1 lurab'c a part of tl c whole as the iccommodauon 
(it the Teapoys mul^havc been, had that plan been 
p.r etcred in. 

Wu (ibfcrvc with anonidimenr, that on the (irlV 
onfuc of the building no lc($ thin Bftecn fets of un> 
iicccF-ry fubaltcrns noartmencs, were laid out, 
and ca ricd on, till captiin Wiifon reported them 
in that light to tl c cuunctl at Ct ilimbuzar they 
\ ere ;h(.n by him defired to be difcontmu-d , but 
on account of an mertafe Of the milrary crtabliflj- 
rrcijt, ) ou hat »• judged thole apartments neceflary, 
and onlert 1 that tlc\ finuU be crmplcatcd. 
Hotc crthis n iy now be jufufi bic ui >ou, llill 
K Icatcs thofe purfons wholly ircxcufable, who 
pLrnmtcJ fucfi fi pcrfli ( us apaiimenis it frll to be 
begun, when ihurc was mt the Itaft probabil ty or 
their b inp w aniril I lid the ex; unce incurrt.d by 
building thcfi A j trouii enrj 0*hccrs apirtmcnis 
b-rn fitgally a; ph- I tnw.rls protiding coirl > n* 
b’e IheUcr lor i' - U-t oys, ’cfsapjlo^v 'Ou I 
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liave been neceffary for venturing to exceed the 
turn fo exprefsly fixed by lord Clive and council, 
not to be on any account exceeded in ctefting the 
cantonment? at Burramporc. We hope your fu- 
ture \vatchfulneis and irugality, in finiQiing the 
.laid' Works, will compenfate, as far as may be, for 
that' remiflhefs (for fuch we mufl: term it) which 
has fuffered paft enormities to grow to luch incre- 
dible extent, and remain fo long undetected. 

We are dilTatisfied^mth the conduft of colonel 
Martin' 'whole report being untrue, did certainly,^ 
in the firft inflan'ce, miilead the council at Collim- 
buzar j and w^e believe your fentiments communi- , 
cared tg colonel Martin, on his behayiour on that’ 
tranfadhoii, to be jult j and ihat^ had he not re- 
ligned his commlliion^ it would undoubtedly h?ve 
been your duty to have difmiiied him our iervlce,, 

‘ In regard to Mr. George WilHamfon, his un- 
faithfulnefs admits not the Icaft cxcufe j and the 
abulesby him pradllfedin his contrail for timbers, 
renders him utterly unworthy to be any longer en- 
tertained in our fervicc, from which, we hereby ^ 
direil, that he be difmUTed. We approve your 
having taken fecurity for the deficient timbers ; 
and abb direiV, that he be not permitted to leave 
India until he lhall have fully paid whatever may 
be due from him to the company, or giv’cn to - 
you fuch farther fecurity for the fame as lhall be 
to your entire latisfailiou. 

TheoverchargesofiVIr. ForbesatBurrampore, and 
his extortions and oppreflions at Bunleah, have been 
fo very extraoTdlnarv, that we ranch approve your 
havingdifniifledhim ourfcrvice. Hiscarriage during 
die enquiry made ino his conduii, and his burning 

his 
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ills papers previous thereto, evinced fuch figns of 
guilt, as could net fell placing Kim in the mofe dis- 
advantageous light. The iiiue has proved him 
deferving every mark of our difpleafure. We dw 
re£l, therefore, that the fuit inftituted againft Mr* 
Forbes, in the Mayor’s Court af Calcutta, be vi- 
gorouily profecuted j and that no relaxation or 
abatement whatever be made of all fuchfumsof 
money, and cofts of fuit, as may be decreed by 
the faid court to be due feom Mr. Forbes, either’ 
to the company or to the pylcars, in confequence 
of his overcharges and abulesatBurrampore, or of 
Ins undue exa£^ions and great oppreflions of the 
faid pykars at Bauleah : and as you inform us you 
have taken ample fecurity, that Mr. Forbes do 
not leave India until the luit be decided, or that‘ 
he will, fhould he leave India before that, lime, 
leave fufficienr value to anfwer our )uft demands 
in cafe he may be call , we direct, that on no ac- 
count whatever you luffer the faid ’ fecurity to be 
difeharged, undf our aforcfeld orders relative toJ\fr. 
Forbes Ihaii have been fully carried into execution, 
and all the money which may be legally obtained 
^ fuch profecutlon be atSluaily paid by Mr^ 
Forbes, or the faldfecurities. 

Lieutenant Medaycr has been fo grolly dc-* 
Kcientin ruperlniending the works at Burrampofe, 
and fo unfaithful in his report rclatis e to the tim-* 
bers bought of Mr. Will’amfon, that for thofe 
inftances of this mifcoitdu<ft we Ihould deem him 
w erthy of difmiflion : but as w c obferve aim, that 
his obftinacj, in having reKifed to give informa- 
tion, on oath, of fech frauds as might he within 
his knowledge, was a further aggravation of ftch ' 



C 4«9' 1 

hU mi{condu£t, svecanon no account permit his 
flay in ourfcrvlccj we therefore diredl that he be 
difmiiTed, and that his bond, given for the amount 
of the ihare he had in the duftores, be paid, or 
proper fecurity taken for the payment thereof,, be- 
fore he be permitted to leave India, 

On your confukaiions of the a.3d February 
1769, we obferye propofals from feveral perfons 
for fupplying your committee of works with fuch 
timbers and planks as might be tsquihce for your 
fortifications, and we muft here oxprefs our ap- 
probation of )our condu( 51 , in taking time to ob- 
tain the fuUcft information In a matter of fo 
much importance. But fcnfiblc as wc are, 
that it would be in vain for us to oiler any opinion 
on a point which muft have been long fince deter- 
mined (even had we fufficicni lights to dire£l our 
judgment) yet we cannot avoid exprelling our 
aftonilhmenc at the gtcit dlfierence which appears 
in the amount of the feveral propofals offered to 
your committee , fome of which are near double, 
and one almoft treble, the terms of the lowelt 
offer. ' 

As no reafons appear to us for this extraordinary 
difference, we can only judge of it from the face 
of the feveral propofals, and we, therefore, fee 
with concern to wint attacks the company's pro- 
perty is expofed, from the infatiable thirftof gain 
which fome wmuld not foruple to gratify. Our 
fecurity, however, refts on your judgment and 
integrity, which wc hope and truft to find anfiver- 
able to the confidence we repofc in your admini- 
ftration of our affairs. Errors excepted. ' 

Tune 19, 1773. SAMUEL WILKS. 

VoL. IV. 3 V . \V» 
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Fort Wniiam, 3d January, 1772* 
At a Confuhaiion ; Prefent, ^ 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prefident, 

Samuel Middleton, Philip M. Dacrcs, 

William Alderfey, Thomas Lane, Elqrs. 

The prefident begs leave to make the following 
remarks on the extraordinary letter from major 
Henry Watfon, referred 10 the board by the mili- 
tary committee. 

I am fenfible, gentlemen, that the letter now 
laid before us, for our confideration, is of thaf fe* 
rious nature which' requires a clear, candid, and 
impattul explanation, to juftify our conduft be- 
fore our honourable maflers ; for if no anfwer 
(hould be made, it ismoft likely that the fpectous 
arguments fet forth by major Watfon will be re- 
ceived as certain fails, and we confidered to have 
dealt unfaithfully towards them, or partially to- 
wards another. . 

The terms entered into with the brick contrac- 
tors of laft year, were judged the moft favourable 
as well as equitable, that ever had before been of- 
fered to the company, and there was not the Icaft 
hefitation made by the board in accepting them in 
preference to any other that was offered. The 
'terms, as you muft well remember, were, thalthe 
contradlor fiiould deliver eleven inch bricks to 
the company, at 6s. 8d. per thoufand ^ that the 

advati- 
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advances of money fhould not be made to him, but 
*the bricks paid for on delivery. On the part of 
the company, it was agreed, that they fhould pro- 
vide fire- wood for the ufe of the contraflor at a cer- 
tain rate, which he was to account' for to them at 
particular periods of his contraft. The contraftor 
was to deliver three croze of bricks m the courfe 
of the feafon. The collcdtor general was requeft- 
ed to make contraifts with refponfible inhabitants, 
for a quantity of fire-wood adequate to the burning 
of fo many bricks, as it was imagined the whole 
would be cut in the difiri^ of his department. 
The difficulty of engaging men to undertake the 
whole of this contract occafioned a conQderable 
part of the fine feafon to clapfc, before the delive- 
ries of wood were in any proportion to the demand 
for that article by the brick contraiiior j and, when, 
.'ll! their agreements were made, fome weeks in- 
terruption occurred in the Ingelee diftrifts that 
greatly retarded thlsbufinefs. This occafioned not 
only an immediate, but a heavy lofs to the con- 
traftor, who, concluding that bis fupply of fire- 
wood would be ready and fufficlenc, had many 
lacks of raw bricks on the ground In January laft, 
that were entirely deftroyed by two days ram which 
fell at that time. The remainder of the feafon, 
you muft all remember, was wet, and unfavoura- 
ble for the making of bricks, and the fupply of 
wood was then not equal to the demand of the 
brick contraft, . 

Before the expiration of the brick contradV, the 
contractor addrefled the military committee, fee- 
ting forth the difappointments he had fuffered, m 
different ways, during the period he held the con- 

trad ; 
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trait j and requeuing, that he might either have 
the contrait continued to him for the enfuing fea- 
fon, or fome confideraiion made him for lofles and 
difappointments, neither of which had been occa- 
fioned by any .negleit or inattention of his own. 
The military committee* fully convinced of the 
juftnefs of the contraftor’s rcprefentations, were 
more incUned to give him the contraft for the cn- 
fumg year, as a compenfation for his lolFes, than 
any recompcncein money •, and they were the bet- 
ter difpofed to this meafure from the juft and equi- 
table terms of the contrail in the former fcafon, 
and the general approbation it met with. 

I have thought neceflary fo far to premife, that 
it may clearly appear wherefore the military com- 
mittee have thought chemfclves obliged to confidcr 
the latecontrador asemitlcd to a preference with 
them in the difpofal of the prefentyear’s contraft ; 
and by a particular detail of faifts to overfet thofe 
jnfinuations of a deleft of zeal to the intereft of 
our honourable employers, which feem to be im- 
plied in the addrefs now before us, 

I muft do major Waifon the juftice to fay, that 
his propofals are clear, and equally equitable with 
thofe of the late contraftor, and by them, if the 
honourable company (houldever purchafeihedochs, 
3 confiderablc favlng fhould be made on account of 
the omiflion of any charge for the excavation of 
that earth which would be necelTary in making the 
bricks. But if the docks fhould not be purchafed 
by the company, the terms* of each contract (land 
cxitSlly on the fame footing, excepting only the 
encouragement which I confider to be the duty of 
governracnc to gi^e to a wotkof^his nature, and to 
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him who condydls it. Were major Watfon’s terms 
ever fo low, his profelBon, and being a fsrvant of 
the company, would entirely difqualify him, by a 
landing order of the company's, from holding any 
contraA ; but as he is engaged in a work of pub- 
lic utility, in which a great cxpence, as well, as a 
great rifquc is incurred, I confider, that the board 
may have a power in fuch an inftance to y/ave this 
particular prohibition : and I muft obferve, that 
had the former contra<^lor met with no difappoint- 
mentSjfrom a failure in our part of the laft contract, 
I fhould not have had any difficulty in my mind to 
prefer major Watfon’s propofals to any pther : but 
iuch being the cafe, it was my opinion, ihatfome- 
thing was due to the former contractor ; and 1 
Judge, that to give him half the contraCi for the 
prefent year, on the fame terms it was held the 
preceding, would be the beft, the pheapeft, and 
mod: equitable mode of affording him a juft fatiG> 
fa£lion j and that major Waifon fliould have the 
grant of the other part of the contraCl, viz. for 
burning one crore and a half of bricks. Tliis has 
been tendered to him, but he has thought proper 
abfolutely to refufe it, and for the reafons which 
carry their force more in words than in fads, and 
are intended more to convey a very fpecious idea' 
of the moderate fpirit, and the nicer feelings of 
humanity, than I can think juftly due to that gen-^ 
tleman : if I miftake not, major Wal/bn engaged 
tp provide two crore of bricks, or indeed any un- 
Jimiced quantity that the company might require , 
if the quantity be confined to tvvo crore, he has 
only been deprived of fifty lacks for the fixt quan- 
tity for Mhich he would at firil have engaged, and 

as 
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as he had afiurances that he fliould have half tlje 
number of brick makers and coolies wliich v ere 
employed by the other contra^or, I am really.at 
a lots to imagino^ major Watibn's reafons for re- 
jecting the propofals made to liim by the commit; 
tee, unlefe he be determined to compel them into 
his own meafures, and obtains preference to ever)'’ 
other perfon, or to lay the blame upon them for 
difeouraging fo ufeful and fo neceflary a^^orkas 
the conftruition of the docks. Indeed, gentlemen, 

1 confidcr the ftyle of major Watfon’s letter to con- 
vey threats of this nature ;* and becaufe of the in- 
dulgence which our reprefentations have obtained 
to him from the court of direclors, he conceives 
hlrofclf privileged to afk, nay, to demand, what - 
favours he pleafes, without refieCling that ir be- 
hoves this board to aCl with impartial jufticc to all. 
The major’s rcafons ma^ be’ juft, his rcprcfentati- 
ons may be well dcfeiving of aiteniion ; but U the 
government to Itavc no other views but his r to 
confidcr no other perfon but him? I cannot help 
declaring, that the conduCl which major 'A'atfon . 
has been plcafed toobferve upon this occafion, has 
10 me, ibmowhat the appearance of prefumptlon 
and obftinacy j and I doubt not, but it will be re- 
garded In the fame light by our honourable cm- 
pIover'T. 'J‘he propofals which he made in his lall 
addrefs to the committee, for taking the contra^ 
upon lower terms than he had at fitft offered, 
ought not, 1 think, to hive lint weight with the 
Ijoard which he fccms \ery defirous to gitc them , 
becaufe, he muft well h-ivcknown that our engage- 
ments with the former coniraflor were then too hr 
agreed u^wn to te broki: otf j as the kilns were ah- 
. ’ iblui.'ly 
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folutely forming, and fcveml thoufands of raw 
briclis already made for the performance of lus 
new conira£\. 

It is my duly to inform the board, that in every 
application made to me by major Watlon, relative 
to the ufcful work he has undertaken, 1 have given 
himcv'cry fupporc in my poucr, which was notab- 
folutely contrary to jwlluve rcftriiSIions j and 1 dare 
fay, he will do me the julVice to declare the fame ; 
but I muft remark, upon this occaficn, that the 
undertaking of any of the company’s public con- 
tra«5is, as an adiftance to the execution of his 
fcheme, is a mode newly thought of by the nuior, 
and which I ampe’rfuadcd was never confidered in 
the calculations made by him and colonel Camp^ 
bell, when the work was originally projcilcd j at 
lead, I have been afllircd by i!ic latter of tlicfc 
gentlemen, tliat no fuch defiga was at that time 
intended : but it would now appear, from major 
Waifon’s rcprcfeniaiions, that tlic executing iliu 
brick contrail is indifpcnfable to the cirrying on 
of this work, and that we mud comply with his 
requeft in its full extent for the whole of the con- 
tract, otherwife it will notanfwcr; for he has re- 
fiifed to accept of half of it upon his own terms. 
If the having of this contraft was an objeif of fucli 
real importance to the carrying on of his works, I 
cannot imagine how the half of it lliould become 
fo inlignificant as to be rejected. The natural con- 
ciufion is, that major Watfon mull liave every 
thing he grafps'at, and in the naanner he preferibes 
himfelf, otherwife he will not fubmit, though evi- 
dently for his own advanta^, to the arrangements 
made by government. As to his remark. That 
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ihc brlckcontrail being in two hands would be art 
endlefs matter of controverfy, and an impediment 
to the execution of thecontrafl ; I muft diiTer from 
him on this fubjc< 5 i, and obfcrve. In fupport of my 
opinion, that In the year 1770, when the contraa 
was held by four diflerent perfons, a larger quan- 
tity of briclts was delivered than in any former 
year. 

Although well inclined to wifli the greateft fuc- 
cefs to the conftruclion of the docks, both from 
public and private motives, It would rather be al- 
lowing major Watlbn too large a ibare of merit, to 
confider him as the only perfon influenced by the 
fpirit of zeal for the wclttre of his country, and 
the honourable company in this feitlement j and 
though ready to give every kind of merit to fo large 
an undertaking, yeti am perfuaded that other mo- 
tives, belides that of zeal, have Aimulated him to 
this undertaking, and Induced him to. proceed in 
the execution of it. 


JOHN CARTIER. 

The board are unanimoufly of opinion, that the 
prefident's minute is a clear elucidation of the whole 
proceeding of the brick contra£l, and points out 
very fully, that major Watfbn Ins no true cau/e of 
complaint j as the committee have been as much 
inclined to confider his propofals, and to give eve- 
ry w'eight to his particular fituation, as tliey could 
do, conliftent with juflicc to the former contra^Aor : 
that it would apppear that major Waifon ftudied 
more his own conveniency than the engagements , 
lhatjuftice which the aanuniftration do confider 
' , ' ' them- 
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tliemfelves bound to obferve to all ; that his inlr- 
nuations of a defeat of zeal is equally unjuft and 
ill placed, as he has received repeated inftanccs of 
the ready alacrity whicli government have at all 
times been ready to give him, to remove every 
obftacle that, may be an interruption to his plan of 
ere«fting docks. 

, Errors excepted, 

June 19, 1773. ^ ^ 

SAMUEL WILKS. 

Fort William, zt. O£lober 

At a Confultation ; Prefent, " 

John Cartier, Elq, Prendent. 

Claud Ruifel, Jofeph Jekyll, ‘ 

Charles Floyer, Thomas Lane, 

Francis Hate, Richard Barweil, 

, Read the following letter from the committee of 
works. 

To the honoucablc John Cartier, Efq, PreCdent 
and Governor, &c. council of Fore William. 

Gentlemen, 

“ We find ourfetves under the neceftity of ra’ 
prefeniing to you the extraordinary negleit of Jug- 
gretam Cnuckerbvjity, Anunderam Chuckeibutty, 
and Ramperfaud Chittorgie (brick contradlors) m 
the execution of their contrafls, notwithftanding 
they have experienced every indulgence that could 
be granted them, convenient with the intereft of 
. VoL. IV. 3(^ the 
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the honourable company, and that u e have thought 
it our duty to fecute their perfons, and talce poilef- 
lion of iheir bricks, m order to clear tlic ground 
for the new contrailors, and to recover the balan- 
ces that ill remain due after all their bricks are 
delivered. 

We requeft to be favoured with jour further or- 
ders regarding this matter, and have the honour 
to lubfcribe ourlelv es. 

Gentlemen, 

Committee Worlcs; Your moft obedient 
5th Oftober 1770. Humble fervants, 

(Signed) F. HARE, 

JOSEPH JEKYLL, 
'i'HOMAb LANE, 
ARCH. CAMPBELL, 
JOHN ROSEWELL. 

Refolvcd, That the committee of works be dik 
reeled to carry min'eaecuuon the meafures they 
propofe for recov cring the balances due to the ho- 
nourable company from Jaggut Ram, ChucLct-' 
butty, and the late brick cootraflors. 

FortWillum, the i9ih Odober 1768. 
Articles of Agreement indented, made and igrced 
^ upon, the 6th ofSeptember X770, between the 
united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Eaft Indies, of the one parr, and 
John Robinfon, inhabitant of Calcutta, of the 
other part, viz. 

1 he faid John Roblnlbn, for the conflderation 
hereunder mentioned, doth iiercby for hlmlclf, his 
' heirs> 
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iclrs, c'cecutors, and adrainlftrators, covenant, 
contract, and agree to and with the (aid united 
company of merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indies, and ihelt affigns, vb. that the faid 
John Robinibn, his heirs, executors and admini- 
llrators and feriants and workmen, Hiall and will, 
by the 30th of September 1771, at his oun coft 
and charges, and with good and lulUcient materials, 
make, or caufe to be made, on a fpoc of grdund 
oppofite to the town of Calcutta, and no other, for 
the faid united company of merchants of England, 
trading to the Eaft Indies, three hundred lacks 
(3d50oo,oco) of good, hard, and wellburntand 
lawful, bricks, to be all of them full five inches and 
ahalfbtoad, full eleven inches long, and full two 
and one quarter inches thick, when burnt oft*, and 
at hvs own charge deliver, or caufe the fame to be 
delivered, in the following proportions^ at the gaut 
or water-gate of New Fort William 5 viz. by the 
SiftDecember 1770 (lacks, 600,0000) by the 31ft 
March, one thoulaud feven Hundred and feventy- 
one, feventy lacks (lacks 700,0000) by the 30th 
‘ of June 1771, eigh^ laclvs (8000000) and by the 
30th of September 1771, ninct)' lacks (9000000) 
alfo as many b~roken bricks as the laid united com- 
pany of merchants of.England trading to the Eaft 
Indies;/ or their afllgns (hall require. And the faid 
John Robinfondoth futther covenant and agree, to* 
deliver at the gaut of New FortAVilliam, as aforc- 
laid, as many Buzar bricks, .made of good and 
fufticiewt as flaall be demanded, 

or occafion ilaall requite, for carr^ ing on the build- 
ings there. The faid fohn Robirifon Jikcwifc fliall 
{IOC difpofeof any bricks to tha -uihabitancs, di- 



[ 

rc£ily or uidired^ly, without firft obtaining per* 
iiuflio}! of the committee of works, until iucl| 
time as the united company of merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Eatt Indies have received the 
I full quantity contra£Ied for as ibove». 'Inconfide- 
latiqn whereof, the faid united company of mer- 
chants of England, tradmg to the Ealt Indies fhall 
truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the faid John 
} ^obmfon, his executors, adminiftrators, or albgns, 
fix Arcot rupees eight annas for every thoufand of 
bricks meafuring 5^ inches broad, 1 1 inches long, 
and full two and a quarter inches thick , and for 
every thoufand of Buzar bricks, Arcot rupees two 
and five annas, to be made and delivered as afore- 
faid , prov ided they be flrft mfpedled and appro 
ved by fuch perfbns as are already appointed by 
jthe hoagurableicommmee of works for this put- 
pofe, who fhall reject all that are not properly 
burntj or made of good and fufficient materials , 
and moreover fliall be the foie judge of the broken 
bricks. ^The united company of, merchants 1 of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, or their affigns, 
have gave to the faid John Robinfon,lor for this 
bufinefs, an exclufive grants of the brick grounds 
on tli«; other fide of them cr, reaching from La n- 
gerall to Bally Creek , and the feid united compa- 
ny of merchants ofiEngland trading to the Eaft In- 
dies, or their afllgns, do further agree to give the 
faid John Robtnfon immediate payment, upon the 
delivery of his monthly proportions ftipulated as 
above alfo that the laid Johq Robmfoa ftiall be 
fuppUed vfith fire wood, at the rate of Arcot 
rupees per hundred maunds, from time to lime, by 
the aforefaid united company of merchants^ of 
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England trading torhc EaftInUics,or their affigns, 
which the laid ]oha Robiafon ifr to confider as an 
advance, -which IS to be deduced from his laft pay- 
ment of his fourth propomon of brides delivered, 
dhe fatd John Robinfon doth further covenant and 
agrfee to abide by the following articles , that in 
J cate of difputes they areUo be lettkd by arbitra- 
( non, and neither party to have m^their power to 
litigate the. piatter in a court of juftice , and that 
they will not transfer or make over this contrail 
to any perfon or ptrfons whatever , alfo, that in 
cafe 6f inattention and ncgicfl, m executing the 
central, tharthc ftid united company of mer- 
clants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, or 
their aHigns, as atorefaid, fhall be at liberty to 
annul the fame, for the undue performance oi the 
above contrafl, 1 he fald united company of mer- 
chants of England trading to the Lafl Indies have 
accepted Metfrs. Robert Crawford and David Kil- 
Iican as» furaties for the above John Robinfon, 
bound m a penalty of cighiy-five thoufand feven 
hundred and fifteen current rupees, which is to be- 
come forfeited bn either' of the above articles not 


being ftricUy abided by. In witnefs y hereof the 
united company of merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies hayc to ope part of thefe indentures 
fet their common ftal , and the faid John Robm- 
fon his hand and fcal, m Calcutta, by the day and 
year firft above written. > 

Signed, fealcd,and delivered, 

5 where no ftamp’d'piper is 
to be had, in prefence of us, ^ 

1 V ) f 5 (Signed) JOHN ROBINSON. 
TOHNROSEWELU ^ ’ 

MATTHEW MENDES, 
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We the tindsn\rittenfurct«ss for John R-oblnfoa, 
do acLaow ledge to ha^ c perufed the a Dov s articles, 
and do hereby agree to abide thereby. 

’ ' (Signed) ROBERT CRAOTORD, 
DAVID RILLICAN. 

Know'all men by thefe prefents, that N\e, Ro- 
bert Cra^vford and Datid Killtcan, of the town of 
Calcutta, inhabitants, are held and firmly bound 
unto the united company of merchants of England 
‘trading to the £aft Indies, in the penal Aim of cur- 
rent rupees c Jghth-6ve thonfand feven hundred and 
fifteen (C. R. 85,715) to the true and lawful pay- 
ment whereof we do hereby bind ourfclvcs, our 
heirs, 6cc. 'firmly by thefc prefents. In witnefs 
whereof we have hereunto fei our hands and feats, 
in Calcutta, this 6th diy of September 1770. 

Whereas John Robinlbn, of Calcutta, inhabi- 
tant, hath entered intoan agreement with the uni- 
ted company of merchants of JLngland trading to 
the Eaft Indies, to fupply them wrth three huidrcd 
larks (30000000) of large, and as many fmall 
bricks as they Aull require, to bo delivered .at the 
water-gate of New Fort Willlim, by the 3oih of 
September 1771 t and for which the faid united 
company of mtrchanis of England trading to the 
hkiA Indies arc to pay, orcaufeiobc paid, to iho 
faid John Robinfon, f)t the large fort of brick, be- 
fore-mentioned, at the rate of fix Arcot rupees 
clglit annxs ; and for' the fmall, Arcot rupees two 
anlfiic Annas per thoufami : And whereas the 
"hud John Robinfon hath covenanted and agreed to 


fundry Other articles, which are entered at large In 
the agreement aforefaid, which we do hereby ac^ 
knowledge to have perufed, and thoroughly im-’ 
derftand the contra< 51 ; and in token, of w'hich we 
have fubferibed our names at the bottom thereof. 

Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the faid John Robinfon, his heirs, executors, or 
adm'iniftrators, do* and fhall well and truly deliver 
the faid quantity of bricks as abo'v e-mentloned, and 
fully perform all and every of the articles inferted 
in the agreement aforefiia, and according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof, then this obliga*»* 
tion to be void. I - ,* 

Signed, fealed, and delivered ' ^ > * 

where no damp'd paper is , ’ ■* 

to be had, in prefence of us^ 

JOHNROSEWELL, ' 

MATTHEW MBNDES. 

(Signed) ROBERT CRAWFORD, 
DAVID KILLICAN. 

• t ' ‘ 

To all whom thefe may concern. Be it known, 
thafl, Meton Joys, of Calcutta, inhabitant, do a- 
gree and contrail for the fupplying the honourable 
ihe united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Eaft Indies with three ’lacks of mauad? 
buzarof good fand (Md. (300000) and as much 
more as may be wanted, at and after the rate of 
Arcot rupees five for every hundred maundsj w'hich 
faid three lactis Mds bu/arof fand, as aforefaid’, 
are to be equal in quantity when delivered, by the 
cfiablifiied firrah, computed at one maund ten furs 
of dry lifted fand buzar v/cight, to a fample they 

ha^c 
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have put into the hands of the honourable com- 
mittee of works at New Fort William, on or be- 
fore the 30th of September 1771, in monthly pro- 
poitions, never lefs than 2 o,ooq maunds pet month. 
In confideration of which, the hongurable company 
have allowed die fald Meten Joy immediate pay- 
ment,* on his dehverics ftipulated as above. On 
failure of fulfilling this contradl, I do agree to pay 
a fine of twent)'-five percent, on ihci amount of 
whatever may be the deficiency at the time expi- 
red. Witnels my hand and feal, in Calcutta, thb 
.firftday ofOilober, 1770. 

Signed, fealed,and delivered, 
where no fiamp'd paper 
to be had, In prefence of us, 

JOHN ROSEWELL, 

JOHNSiMMERMAN. 

(Signed) METON JOY (L. S.) 

Kiiow all men by thefe prefents, that wc Lulcey 
Condutt, and Copy Tagore, of Calcutta, inhabi- 
tants, are held and firmly bound to the united com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, in the penal futn of eighteen thoufand ru- 
pees (Ar. 1 8000) to the true and lawful payment 
ofwhich wedo hereby bind ourfelves, our heirs, &c. 
firmly, by thefe prefents. In witnefs whereof uc 
have hereunto fet our hands and fcals in Calcutta, 
this firft day of Oilober 1770. 

Whereas Mctcn Joy, of Calcutta, inhabltanr, 
hatli agreed to fupply the honourable company 
with three lacks of inaunds buzar of good fand, 

(300000) 
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3 < 3 oooo 5 and as much more as may be wanted, at 
the rate of fi\ e Arcot rupees per hundred maundsy 
Which he IS (o receive payment for as delivered 
Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the above mentioned Meton Joy, lhall wall and 
truly comply witli his contrail -made with the ho- 
nourable company, m all refpeils, then this obli- 
gation to be \oid, and of no effedV , or clfe to re-* 
mam in full force and virtue. 

Signed, fealed, and delivered, { 
vhere no ftamped paper is 
to be had, in vefence of usj 
JOHN RO^EWEEL, 

JOHN SIMMERMAN, 

(Signed) LUCKY CONBUTT, (L S,) 
GOPYIAGORE, (Lj.S) 

Know all men by thefe prefents, that we Djpa- 
nerain lagoie, andDuueram, of Calcutta, inha- 
bitants, ate held and firmly b9und unto the honour- 
able and united company of merchants of England 
trading to the Cap Indies, their ferv ants or alligns, 
in the penal fum of Arcot rupees, (200,000) to 
the true and lawful pa)ment of which we do here- 
by bind ourfelves, our heirs, &c and alligns, firm- 
ly by thefe prefents In witnhC ^ hereof \\c have 
hereunto* fet ourbands and^feals, in Calcutta, this 
1 2th Oilober 1770 

Whereas filhrum Purgafly , of Calcutta, inha- 
bitant, at his o\\ n Iblicit^tion and requefi, has been 
accepted, and is appointed, banjan to the Jionour* 
•able commutee of works at Fort William nforcfaul, 
we thcfiid Dupaneram Tagore andDutt-nm, tiiat 
^OL IV 3R the 



r 436- 3 

the fald Telleram Purgafly may honcftly and juftly 
difchargc the duties of the faid office of banjan, to 
the committee aforc-mentioned, and in order toi 
prevent any illegal, illicit, fraudulent or unfair 
prailiecs from being committed by him, or with 
his confent, Itnowledge, privacy, concurrence, or 
connivance, do hereby bmd ourfclvcs as his fure- 
ties, in the full and juft fum of Arcot rupees ono 
hundred thoufand. 

Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the above-mentioned Tilleram Purgafly fliall 
well and truly, honeftly and juftly, difeharge the 
duties of the office of 'banyan to the honourable 
committee of worlis asaforefaid, then this obliga* 
lion to be void and of no cficfl, or clfc to remaifl 
in full force and virtue. 

Signed, fcalcd, and delivcrccU 
where noftamped paper Is to 
be had, in the prcicnceofus, 

JOHN RObEWELL, 

JOHN SIMMERMAN. 

(Signed) DUPANARAIN TAGORE, (L. S.) 
DUITERAM, (L, S.) 

We riattcr ourfelvcs our readers will acquire a 
fufficicni information of all the civil, military and 
Judicial tranfadlions in India, from the papers laid 
before the fecrec and the felcdb committee, ap> 
pointed by the houfe of commons, the moft eflen- 
tial extrafts of which, wc have taken from this na- 
tional inquiry. The fcverc animadverflons of co- 
lonel Burgoyne, the chairman^ on the condu<5t of 
the noble lord and the other inftruments of his 

IJftcm 
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fyftem of rapacloufnefi, injuftice and oppreffion, i 
m his memorable fpefch, calculated to bring to 
public jullicc and rclVuuaon the wealthy culprit ; 
and the- daring and elaborate' vindication of the no- 
ble delirquenr,' generally thought to have been,’ 
(vriitcn by a great plaufibic lawyer,' make the con- 
clufion of thiyiong ferutmy. 

The good fortune of lord Clive is more remar-, 
kablein this inl}ance, than in any other period of 
his life, hot only was acquitted honourably, 
bucreceived the thanks of the houfe of commons 
for the great fcrsiccs hts lordfhip had rendered to 
the nation and the company, whilft intrufted with 
the fupreme command in India. Thus his wealth 
and interell difperfedin an inlUnt, the clouds that , 
had hung folonga v/htle over hts head, and nhich 
threatened a ftorm, that might have ctulhtd him 
to atoms with indelible difgrace and Infamy. We 
think proper for the fitisfaifVion of.our readers to 
infert here fuch parts as confirms the opinion of 
Ihe difficulty of bringing to condign puniffiment-- 
public depredations. ^ • * * ' 

On Tuefday March the 9th, 1773, ihcre^was 
very full houlcip the houfe of commons, being the 
5 ay appointed to conliderof the J 2 aft India compa- 
ny’s petition for relief j and after reading feveral 
papers relative to the (ubjeft, lord North fpoke to 
ffie follo\ying purport. *’ ’ ' 

' ' ' r 

“ Before .fix, wo enter into a difeuffion of the 
gaft India company Valfairsi I ffiall beg leave to 

make 
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make a few remarks upon an. opinion which has 

'gained ground abroad, refpefling a foppofed right 
the company have to demand and expeft alTiflance 
from parliament, 

• “ It has, fir, with a great fliew of confidence, 
been afierted, that the income agreed to be paid 
by the company to government was excefiive, was 
advantageous to the fiatc, and, the company's af- 
fairs confidered, was more than they could pofiibly 
afford, doing juftice to the feveral proprietors of 
ilock. Taking this pofition for granted. It hath 
been argued, that as the ftate, by exading the fii- 
pulated income from the company, hath been ac- 
ceffanr to its diftrefs, the ftate In juftice, is bound to 
afford the aiViftaoce ncccffary to extricate the com- 
pany out of thofe difficulties in uhich at prefent it 
is involved. Now, fir, this pofition is altogether 
falfe, and of courfe the confcquencc deduced from 
it Is equally remote from trutL The pofition is 
falfe, for the income agpeed to be paid by the Eaft 
India company to the ftate, fo for from being ad- 
vantageous, was by no means an equivalent for 
thofe articles of the revenue which the ftate gave up 
when' it accepted the ftipend of 40O5OO0I. in lieu 
thereof. As to this being a larger fum than the 
company, confidering the then ftate of their finan 7 
ces, couldafford, \vasthat, fir, the fault of the mi- 
nifiry ? was the ftate to blame ? did not the com- 
pany of it3 0 \vn accord make the propofal ^ the 
firft advances came not from government, but 
from the company 5 the company prayed then, as 
now, the affiftance of government ; the company 

• knew, or ought to have Imown, the ftrength of its 
own refourccs i and if the ftipend offered was more 
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jiian it could with convenience difeharge, it ^vas 
yet lefs than the ftate had a right to require, con- 
iTdering the value thole articles of the revenue gi- 
ven up, as I before obferved^ In lieu of the fum 
proposed by the company to be annually paid to 
go\'emmenc. For my part, fir, 1 declare, 1 vas 
at the firft, a\crfe to giving car to any propofal of 
the kind ; 1 was ', in hopes the comp:jay's difirefies 
were not what I have fince found them to be ; and 
therefore, that without the interpoCtion of parlia- 
mentary aid, they might be redrefled ; but wliea 
prefled by the company on the one liand,iand the 
infight I daily gained into Its deplorable fituatlon 
on the other, I found It ncceflary for fomething to 
be done to fave the company .from a fituation little 
lltort of abfolute banbrupicyi then, fir, I Hflcned 
to the propofal, but fo far. from an exaflion it was 
only an acquiefcence on the part of government to 
thecompanj^s repeated and carnefi ioUcitations. 

. The juflicc then, fir, of the date’s at all In- 
terfering on a foppofitlon of its having been accefi- 
fary to the company's diftrefles, is an idea utterly 
repugnant to the matter of fa<5f. As to the right the 
fiate has to Intcrpofe its authority founded on its 
prior claim to all territorial acquiljtions made by a 
body of its fubjeils. I lhall fay but little, thougli 
I might be fully juftified in maintaining this right 
even in the moft abfotute fenfe 5 for, fir, many 
men far my fuperiors in abilities, in learning, and 
knowledge of the laws, have declared themfel\ es 
of this opinion, and fcrupic not to exprefs them- 
felves clearly on this head, that “ fuch territorial 
f oflefllcns as the fubjefls of any fiate fliall acquire 
b^' ct'nqueft, qre virtually tlic property of , the 


, L 490 

and not of thofH individuals • who acquire’ 
lliemJ’ I am lidvvever, fir, now only rcculng the 
Opinion of others as ucH ss myfelf j.bur wheihcf 
\ve allow or not, that the 'Eaft India company hath'd 
claim ofjufilce to be relieved,' it certainly will 'bn 
all hands be readily granted! that in policy wc 
ought, if poflible,' to extricate from its dilficultics a 
company fo confequential to that date, andcondu- 
cive, when under proper* regulations,' to the good 
of that whole of which it isaA illuftrious'parf. v * 
“ It is fome time, 'fir,* ‘fince a bill was framed, 
which it was imagined would greatly contribute to 
re<^fify the difbrders complained of in India j but 
fir, the difficulty of appointing the judges; togc" 
ther with the want of proper information concern- 
ing the immenfe and complicated fyfiem of ma- 
nagement carried on in Bengal,' to which, if wc 
add an ignorance of the rcalcauihs which contribu- 
ted to occafion the company's mUforthnes! ihcfc 
obftaclcs prevented the application ‘of what then 
was thought might prove art adequate remedy, and 
inthcfcqucl, the bill was loft. * Wc’ arc now, fir; 
toconfidcr; 'as' fomethmg in- policy ought, what 
can be done for* the relief of the 'company j but 
even now v.’C fliall not be able to enter deeply into 
the alTair j wc ftiall not be able to probe the dlf- 
cafe to the bottom ; we arc not fufficlcntly acquaint- 
ed with its nature to preferibe, as fialful phyfici- 
ans, any 'thing' which may cficfluatc, a radical 
cure. In fliort, fir, wc fliiJ w'ant the ncccfiary In- 
formation. Your committees open and fccret, have 
done all that men could do j with an unwearied 
diligence and perfcvcrancc almoft unparalleled, the 
bttcr hath performed every' thing v-ljich could be 
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exjieiled ; it hath done honour to its inftikitors, 
by fully anfwerin^ the end of its inftitution : 6ufc 
ibll, fir, there is much to come to light; at pxe- 
fent fulpicion only authorizes us to fay, that from 
the malverfation of the company’s fen'ants abroad, 
and perhaps the qulpabiUty of lome of its leading 
agents at home, there is an abfolute neceflity for 
an immediate interpofitionl 

Far, fir, be it from me to intend a Reflec- 
tion upon any particular man or fet of men, \vc 
have no pofittve evidence of guilt, though ftrong 
enough prefumptlve tojuftlfy us in fuppofing that 
in a country where the temptation to err is fo pow- 
erful, and the hopes of efcaping with impunity fo 
flattering, matters have not been cohduefled by the 
company’s fervants with that fairnefs and propriety 
they ought. Let, however, fir, the guilt of indi- 
viduals be ever fo great, the company is an objeiff 
of two much national confequence to be overlook- 
ed. A company; fir, the annual receipt of which 
amounts to almoft four millions, and which exports 
Britifli articles to the amount of four hundred thou- 
fand pounds. Such a company is of too great a con- 
fequence, confidered in a commercial hght, not to' 
call for our attention to its welfare. I will, fir. 
Hate the afiairs of the company. [Her^ he made a 
Very accurate eftiinate -of the nett profits of the 
company for feveralye.ars paft ; and after flieuing 
thedecrealc of profits, and gradual deficiencies in- 
curred j after declaring it as a fail, that the com- 
pany had propofed a dividend at the very time it 
was in little better than aninfblvedt ftate, his lord- 
fliip concluded thus.] From hence, fir. I am war- 
ranted 
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racted to declare, |[liat in September the company 
will be deficient 1,300,4^5!.^ t- , . 

Now, lir, various plans have been propofed 
tome to relieve the company the, firft is,, that 
they might borrow what money, they want nt^pon 
bonds but tins is a method I ' can by no,mpnps 
approve of, for,. fir, they ..have already, firetched 
their credit too far. Another: cjtpedient* has ,beeji 
fuggefled, which is the “ funding ,the,cQippan^’s 
bills i'* but'this, fir, would by no means,, efie^ 
what is wanted, an immediate relief j tlje eprapa- 
hy’s bills' are ditfufed through a variety of.h^ni^s, 
this expedient therefore would require a Iengthf,(pf^ 
time to bring about tlic end propofed. 
has been fuggefled, that, as,“,thc, (^rc 3 Qrs--*M 
managers of the compuhy mufi’Ju\tt',be^rfqme 
how hr other to blame, ^ ip is. but .juft dial .they 
'fhould chiefly contribute ioextru:at^,die,cqa)pai^ 
out of thofe to plunge' it ’"id'whjc^JihiHr 
flagrant mifcondu^l has 'contributed/^ 
every roan at firft fighttvill perceive,the, futility < 3 f 
this propofal, for during the interval, fpent in get- 
ting at proofs of the guilt pf the culprits, the coin- 
•pany may fie ruined beyond even a pofiibiUty of 
ledcmption. On the w'holc, fir, after revolving 
again and ’again this fubje»il in my' mind, I am 
more and more convinced than an inftantaneous 
fleplhould be taken, and'ihai it is fjr thaintereft 
even of the public, that the public iliouldafiift the 
company; not, howe\er, without taklng-lhc nc- 
ceflary precautions ta prc\enl the like difafters 
from befalling the company in future ; not u ithout 
reftrainlng the dividend to a certain aiieimient, nor 
yctwUhout providing, that in cafe the managers 
' of 
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bf the company fliould negle£l fo to regulate their 
alfarrs, as efiedually to reclify the abulsiwliich at 
prcfent fublift, that then, at the time pabUc grants 
an aid ^of money, the grant may be accompanied 
with parliamentary aid to remedy the evils com- 
plained of. 

** I did, fir, flatter myfclf that fome plan of 
of this kind, fome lalutary fcheme of reforma- 
tion^would have been propofed; I could have 
wifhed it had originated from the company, and 
not from parliament; but as It is, fir, taking the 
precautions above intimated for my guide, I Ihall 
beg leave to purpofc the following motions to the 
confideration of this houfe, and ihould they be 
.affented to, we flraU then have an opportunity, 
feflion after feflion, of making ouiielves fuch 
thorough maftersof Eaft India aflaas, tliat we fliall 
be well enabled to adopt thofe plans oi\\y, which, 
by alleviating the part, may prevent the future 
misfortunes of a company, todonrribute to the laft- 
ing welfare and profpeiiry of which has been my 
defire, and fliall be my endeavours. 

“ I fliall now, fir, read the refolutions I have to 
propofe. 

[Here he read the refolutions, w’hich were to 
tlie following purport :] 

“ That it is the opinion of this houfe, that the 
afiairs of the Eaft India company are in fuch a 
ftate as to require parliamentary alfiftance, 

“ That a loan of a furo of money is necefiary to 
rcinftate the company’s affairs. 

“ That a fupply of 1,400*000!. be granted to 
the company. 

Vox.. IV/ 3 S “ Provided 
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“ Provided, at the fame tinje, due care 
be talcen, that the neceflary regulations be adopt- 
ed to prevent the company’s experiencing the like 
exigencies in future. 

After Loud Nortli had finiflted his fpeech with 
declaring the refbiulions he had to propoie, Mr. 
Dowdefwell thus addrtfted thchoufe : 

Mr. Dowdefwelk] The noble lord, witha perf- 
plcuity peculiar to hnnlelf, hath flate'd the compa- 
ny’s affairs, and proved, I believe, lir, to the fa- 
tisfaflion of every man prefent, that without al- 
moft inftantaneous relief, the company js in a fair 
way of being totally undone. I am, fir, fowcU 
convinced of the propnety of oiir interpofition, 
that I rile not to opjwfc the noble lord's refolullons,. 
but to make a few rcmailts upon fomc exprelfions 
let fall in his fpccch. — The deplorable fituatlon of 
tile India company Jmh been painted both with- 
in and w iiUout doors in lively colours j bur, fir, 
who hath been more immediately accefiary to its 
diftrefies? Hath not the profpefV of immenfe 
wealth tempted its ownlervants to raiifack, as it 
were, the bowels of the very mother that bore 
them ? Hath not admlnifiration, the prefent I 
mean, ftretched forth its rapacious hands to feize 
upon the wealth of the company ? Who then can 
wonder at its diftrefies? Who can be furprized at 
ilie ruin which awaits this once’flourilhiug body 
corporate ^ But, fir, thenoblc lord is pleafed to talk 
of the territorial acquifirions of this company as o£' 
“ right and jufltce befongihg to the fiate.” I in' 
this particular diiTer fo much from the nobis lord, 
that I W.ink Wa pofiivm vAvesly tepwgnant to ttmh* 
and, in bshalf of an injured company, I here fiand 

no 

I 
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Up to dinwow fucij notions as incon{itlcr4t with the 
chattered ilghls of ihc com[>ony, as intonliilojic 
tvffij carmnart Juih'cc, .red ds jacc^ciuhnc.' wUh chu 
cncour.igonieni which liioultl c*. t.r bi'* given in a 
commercial ftato, to companies uf tucii o.jiir;«p.cncj 
as that trading to the iiaitindte*. 'J'hi'-, tir, is 
all 1 have at prclcnt to fiy ujx5n il:e fubjeil, -..ith 
rcfpcc^ to the rvfoluuons projjofed by the noble 
lor<l, I am too much a lilend to the company to 
oppofe thc^n in a finglc initancc. 

Air. Demplter.] Unwilling to occupy' the time 
of the lioule, 1 fliall, lir, be a^ brief and concile 
as paillble.— The noble lord dropped an cxprel- 
lion, ;\hich, I confefs, gave me greater furprifs 
luin any thing 1 ever remember to luvc heard 
fined Jnd the honour of fitting' in this houle. 
He \Nas pleafcd to fay, fir, that “ the liifi India 
company Ind no daun of jufilce for relief.” To 
in the name of goo^hiefi, doth this ailorium 
amount? knot the lull India cempanv a trading 
company? Have not the benefits accruing from its 
-trafne been immenfe to this kingdom r and Ihr.ll 
\.G lay, nay j IhaUwchcar it from the mouth of 
aJminUlration Itfelf, that. In Uriel juriice, \;o 
ought not to attcntl to thecommorclrd intertlls of 
Great Briuln* I'arwUat, fir, do we by relieving 
'the company, except putting it in a liuiatina of 
benefiting the ftatc. by its,conimrrce ' yet, lir, ac- 
cording to the noble lord, this is nor a matter of 
jutlice, but of policy merely, that \\ of uoxiveni- 
vnee to foitic party'! if inch be b/jr;i;ag4; ot' 
office, itdilTers, fir, <b much from my fcntlmencs, 
tiist I fhouhl think mvfelf di.ficient in point of 
duty, did I not totally difehim the idea as Incon- 
• ‘ . ' SreuSj 
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gnious, and the propofition as an abfurdity ir\ 
teinis, dlihougiv art ablbtdity of a dangerous ten- 
dency.-^ — kcipcf^jng the icnito'rial acquifuion, of 
the company, there' alio, lir,* I entirely .dlifer in 
opinion from the noble lord ; it I err, can 
plcndas’ ucll as the-noble lord rcfpeciablc dUliority 
a’; a lanc^it)n fot my!, enof. Several gentlemen, 
wcll- 5 fivilled in" th'e law s of their country, have 
advAnued ic as their opinions that the company 
havejn undoubted, r^cleai, and an cxclulir’c rigi.t 
to 'th^' territories ‘pollcflcd In' India, whether ac- 
quired- by conquell or othdfvvilc.' I Jiaye now, Jir, 
a gentlenihn in my eje, who formerly held the 
fame opinion j ha is now indeed, in oflicc, and 
whether 9 change of lituatlon may have lo ftr 
operated upon Ins intcllc«fls as to change his f^ntl- 
nicnts in this particular, I cannot determine, 
However, fir, tins is not the time to debate the 
propofition, it is not properly' before us wljcn it 
is 1 ilnllcfvicrthc lilUachampjon'furthccompany's 
lights, and 1 will flicvv thit to maintain the noble ' 
lord's portion, U to maintain that the charters^ of., 
corporate bodies may be rlohtcd at pltalufe,, fee 
at nought w itli impunity j ‘ and aljro^tcd v. hcncs cr ^ 
it can fc'tve the pdrpofcs of government. 

Air. lidinund^'Burhc then got up, and calling 
the chaiiin'in, • Hy* nnftahc. Sir Charles WJiiic- 
wortli, a hu.'h’prev.Vilcd through the houfo , at , 
length tlic rMjuj*''nftjltlcs of the members being 
fnn.cwlwt connxjfid, TVfr. Burltc prtccedcd .13 

Air; Blmuivb'Burtc.!] InRance?, It* feenw, oV 
:.*t h.rdn.Y are id^belnmnng in this Jioufi, ; 

h,.r aflWd upon fccorJ, 1 

''.•M ■* ^ 
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do beg that the relblutions propofed by the noble 
lord may be a little attended' to. Jt iray be 
thought a trifling reejaeft, but I cannot think that 
trifiirig, t^e omiinon of which might tend to an 
impeachment of our underftandingi,. Sir, if I 
comprehend the meaning of the noble lord's mo- 
tion, , it ^ is ‘as follows: It is firfi: allerted, that a 
lupply ii neceflary to relieve the company 5 you 
nex!t 'i^gree, now to vote them a fupply though in 
the fourth motloq'lt is exprefly aliened, that the 
cOraplin^ fhall'hoc have the fupply, unlefs, at the 
fame linfe', due care fhall be taken that the regu- 
lations are made, ecc.” 1 . 

Pray, fir, who ts to malcc^rhefe regulations? 
The,fenienc<?js'jmperronal; it provides that due 
care fhall be‘hvten; bur never fays by whom. I 
would farther afk, fir, w^bat aic ne to underfiand 
bythephrafe, at the fame time^" It cannot, 
mean now, that we are yoting the money necefia- 
ry, ♦becaufo no due care has been taken, no regu- 
lations are^now made; and yet, fir, it ought to 
mean, at^ the very inflant the money is voted ne- 
cefiary, or it becomes arrant nonefnfe , for con- 
fider, fir, ** provided at the fame time due care 
fhall be taken,” implies a conditional contingency, 
which may or may not happen, for due care may 
or may not be, taken. So that we are now going to 
grant the public mon^y upon thq ftrength of a con- 
ditional contingency which may not come to pafs, 
tho’ upon the abfolute neceffity only of the contin- 
gency’s happening,.die money is voted. My God, 
fir* what informal,* dclufive, , unparliamentary, 
illegal, incoherent fluff Is this! I afk again, fir, 
\vho is to take this due care ? who is to make thefe 

wonderful 



vyondcrful regulations 2 .Parliament confeiTcs, in 
plain terms, its total inability j for with all your 
iccret, jour feledl, and your oppii commiitees, it 
appears by your own confefiiou you have. done 
w’hat amounts to nothing. It is from you, then, 
that we are to expeft thefe regulstions^, and this 
due care? No; you conibfs that you wtfli the' re- 
gulations may -come , from the company j they are, 
.YOU fay, better qualified ; fo that wuth refpefl to 
^ thofc matters, the cafe Hands thus: Parliament 
, wants fenfe ; the Eaft India company wants (what 
is too often a fubflitute for Icnfe) money. Parlia- 
.mcat, out of its abundant rcfources, agrees to fup- 
ply the company with money, “ provided at the 
fame time” (tha.t is, fomc time hereafter) thb 
conrpany will furni/h parliament with "as much 
fenfe as they may think adequate to the fupply 
advanced. It feems as if you was at laft confeious 
of your de.ficiencles, for confiderin^ the Hate of 
the nation .at prefent, 1,400,000!, is a fum that 
ought to putchafe a good deal of fenfe. May 
the company furnifli you with feme fenfe of the 
flerllng kind! with fuch an excellent, commodity 
that you may be gainms by the bargain I if I 
thought that w'ould be the cafe, I would vote for 
the prefent fupply with prodigious alacrity, and, 
tJiink ir the befi bellowed moosy the public has 
• for fomc years parted w'ith ; but, I do befeech yoir 
to cortcdl that ungrammatical jargon in which tlie • 
motions arc contained ; for fince (contrary to if.c 
idea conveyed by the terms) ave are not to undcr- 
iland “at the fame time” to me.an me prefent 
now, io ipjlanlc,* but Ibme indefinite,, unlimited 
time I'.ercaftcr j tfince this is lliccafe, take care, I ' 
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fay, tint after yon hate furniflied the money, t/e 
company fliould not xeiform their conditions, by 
furnilhiug you with the fenfe. f 

1 declare 1 am far from intending this in a lu- 
dicrous light, I think It a matter ot icrious con.- 
fcqucnce the company ha\e applied to parha- 
ment for pecuniary rUici, you pals reiolution* tO 
relie\t, them, they go away iatisfied , thoir af- 
fairs arc luppofed to be now remftated, and their 
flock IS alTccKd thereby Yet here is a condition^ 
exprefly tacked to the grnt, of which they aro. 
not apprized 1 he condition is not performed, 
the'. rv.Cwi\cnor tic grant as cxpeifled , and thus, 
likeabibble blown up m the air, thetr hope? va- 
iidh, their deluhve golden dream expire? If thu 
IS not the faiil \ ichout exaggeration, upon an in- 
timation of the houfj’s conc«,i\ing it in a dnftrcnc 
manner, 1 am ready and willing to rc^rael my 
error 

Lord North ] The honourable genilem-n is 
plealcd to be laccticus It ispoflible, lir, that we 
may fiand greatly in n-'ed of fenfe, bi t it is rot 
altogetlicr fo extrcmclv ckar, that tl e Eaft India, 
ermpany io much abounds in that commodity , 
their w«nts of arc'ber kind perhaps arc proofi of 
this, for had they had more fenfe, tncy might 
net now have been fb dcflitutc^of money 

With rclpeifl to what the gentleman linds fiulc 
With, I can only lay, th^t to poor apprehenl ons 
the meaning of the obnoxious fentenpe is e ^t c v c- * 
1} clear We firft refolvc to furnifli the comp iy 
wiihmone) , but the exptefs condition of their le 
ceiving ihat money is their or our raking rait, 

“ at the fame time,'' to frame fuch rcgulationo a — 

ma^ 
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may pte\e'ftt ihe' return of fimilar evils x^poA 
the company. ^The 'ivord provided”^ does by 
DO means imply a condition , 1 will not trefpals 
longer upon the houfe ,^1 have propofed my mo- 
tFons/ and if any gentleman has others more Iilt^e- 
ly to anfuer the end, 1 am ready to hear^^ and 
take the fenfc of the houfe upon them.’ 

Mr. Edmund Burke.] There are many gentle- 
men now in this houfe, accurately acquainted with 
oura£Vs of parliament; and if one of them will 
Hand up, and tell me m whit other ’fenfe than that 
of a conation the word provided" is ufed^ m all 
ftipulated articles of agreement, 1 fhall be^ infinite- 
ly obliged CO him. The noble lord may be an^ex- 
cellent ftatefman , but'from what he his juft/ now 
let fall, I will truft him m any thing j?ut an^ expla- 
nation of the meaning of a word in his’ native lan- 
guage lam fare the gentleman ’who .fits ne^t 
him (Mr. Dyfon) never helped him to the terms 
in which the motions are drawn. » ^ * 'i- 

Mr. William Burke ] \Yc were called pog^heV 
early in the feafon, to confider of‘'the' “reglilanons 
which the iloble lord informs ’us, *■ afe’yit’ in the 
womb of lime. Our adjburnmcnts have beend^ort’^ 
our ineetii^gs frequent ,’^our commitie^ij^ori 'India 
a^hirs many, jet’ what hag all this' produced ^ 
w hat by the fenfibic ^artof the w orld \/as expeeVed^ 
nothing. We ate, as 1 urderfiand, lo' fit here for 
^ many months longer, inkhc fultry mcinthsf fur tlie 
benctit of ollr healths \vhun thefe lame regu- 
htions rclati\e'to^thc Eaft India company are to 
rke^phee, ITeav^en alone can tcU'^b^ the lan- 
of the mouwis they fhould comtnente no r, 
’tl It w e are abo ji to rcfoHc the money necefliiry , 

by 



by the language of the'imnifter it is not now, but at 
fome future pd.?termma^e, period }_ fo that thp \yrit7 
ten and the Ae^mlhiftergy^^ties cor^-? 

{iderably,j,\inlcf?/jiili^j reading it >back\vards, %v,e 
be^inlwitli'. the, motion has'the.Iaft,piaqe af^ 

qf^ccoynting for. tlie jl^pnoura^^e geatl^pn’^^Iylf- 
take'^(^muad“bjjrltej>,whb 
nhlersTby.i^efring'it tq,thi^0igr^r.^he let 
liBj really, *^|irj^tahes^,you foir/^^jfcha^IeSjWhitwqrlk 
pnd .thT? ^qr'a committee ol^ljupply^j )^Vs5 • 

I canjConjt^utp io the^go^. humour d^ihe^houf^ 
aS[l‘thiqk auj^icious .on^q w dur.fav^ur^;^ ^bu^, 
lir^l''lli9ula have pecn fq(urd mde^c^ haji'^i^k^ri 
fuch a commit'tqc^^'tliis* forj^commit^aepf lujjply, 
tlipugh',1 Ipb\v,nbc^^^h3f f .Ihpuld'iiaje^djsleirYea 
cerifure for miuaking’^yQp.fdr lir Charles ' Whi^-. 

• V .'v'h'Y X:‘ 

- ,^pn^the 26tb of ApnlfWheq lord obfejycd 

that/, throughout, the wlmle examination* v\bich the 
Jiqufq ha'd madqbf the India bufinefs,' nothing 
cquid have been more attentive *^to their intereft 
than himfelf in his motions ; and alfo the h'oufc in 
acceptingjhem. That it was evident, the public 
v.ouldfuffer from the vecy faulty way in which the 
company bad conduced iheir, affairs, ,^ven to the 
^ lofs of4qo,OQol. a year; and now, ipllead o^thac^ 
receipt, .wc^^’^obligcd, in policy, , to lend the com- 
pany near four dines that fom, . That, although In 
future therewas a prorperSlof a large advantage on 
VoL. IV. ' 3 T . the 
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the fide of the public, fo there ought certainly (o 
be on cvcr\' confideration. That he had now, ia 
a general purfuancc of lliefc favourable ideas of the 
company, a propofal 10 make, which would be 
wholly to their am'antage. It was to allow the 
company to e:£port fuch part of the tea at prcfcnt 
in their warchoufes, as they fliould think proper, 
duty-free. This would be prodigioufly ter the ad- 
vantage of the company, as they had at prefenc 
above i7,coo,coplb. by them. The conveitinga 
part of it into money would greatly cafe tlicm, and 
be attended wiili thole good confequcncesv. hich are 
now fo neceflary to re-cftabllfii their affairs. That 
this meafure would be Icflcning the revenue of the 
cydoms ; yet he had propofed it merely with a 
view to give the company all p(.fl 3 b)c‘airidance, 
Tills was agreed to. 

On the 3d of May, after Mr. C. Boulton had 
prefented the End India company's petition, dated 
the 30th of April, againd the limitation of the 
company's dividend, there was little clfe in the 
houlc than a fccne of altercation and recrimination 
between lord Clive and Mr. Sullivan, and other 
gentlemen concerned in the direflion ot the India 
company. But, the commons being refoived into 
a (.onimlitce of the whole lu.ufe to take into confi- 
derasjon the affairs of the Cad India company, lord 
Nonh opened iJic debate with a Jong fpceth, much 
of whicjj confified of general Tcafoning, butccei- 
talntd the fublUncc of Icveral tnoiionc, which were 
tn be the bufir.efs frf the day. His Ictclfliip, among 
ojlurtlings prepofed, 
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That ihfi court of directors ihoiild, in future, bjs 
eledted for four years, members annually, I ut 
none to hold their feats longer than for four jears. 

Tlnr no perfon fhould vote it the elcdllon of thd 
diredors who had notpofltlTed their flocL twclvO 
months. 

That the ftockof qualification fliould, inftead of 
500I be loool. 

That the raa^or’:. court of Calcutta fiiould be 
for the future conhned to fmall mercantile caufes, 
to which only its junfdiaxon extended before thtf 
territorial acquifition 

Then in lieu of this court, thus taken away, a 
new one be eftabUHied, confifimg of a chief juftice 
and three puifne judges. 

That ihele judges be appointed by the crown 

That a.fupcriofuy be given to the prtfidency of 
Bcncrtl o\cr the other prcfilcncies in India 

dpuii the firft propofuicnof the cltCtioa of the 
direilors for four years, luslordlbip remarked, that 
in the prcfenc Ihteofihc company, tne gentlemen 
of the dircftion verc fo Ihockcd by the fhortnefs 
of their term, that if they were willing to come 
inconny perm-fnent plan, they could notice it car- 
ried mio execution, from thciitenlion they arc ob- 
liged to give to caballing for their rc-cicdlion. 

1 har, in regard to the fccond propolition, ho 
thought the ternf of fix months too ftiort fbr a qua-^^ 
lificatioT to vote, as it did not preclude temporary 
purchafes of ftock, merely for an opportunity of 
>oring, riiat the ^u^ihfication of^ool was too 
fmall a pittance of afoitune to entitle a man, to 
vote for directors , for which reafbn, he thought 
that loool would be raoreproperj 

Rcrpefting 
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* 5 ,’kt;rpc£lin'g ihc contraftion of the mayor*s courr^- 
hc'pbftn'cdr «t \vas ho niprc than reducfog^ its jurii- 
diftion to 'that circle to' which It was'accuftopied 
biifofc .the great ,acquifitIons were made*; that jc 
\vas*.i court confiftiog' of ^merchants aiid' traders, 
^n^'ihererore'WldcnjIy .iniproperfof the' trial of 
tho'le'mady great 'and xnqmcntous' inattCK'which 
nbw^muft come 'before Itj that'fth thefc 'rcafons 
the ‘ereftion of 'a newjudlci^ture \vas 'abfolutely ne- 
ceflary.Ji.that the judges .of that court ought cer- . 
tamly tq'be'apjpointeU by, the kirigj not only as a 
matjef b/.proprictyi' bu^ro'giyc 3.‘ weight and con- 
fcqbchce to their. dccifions^' ' - •“ * ■ -d’ 

‘With.ferpeft 'to fopendrity^ to be’givcn'to 
p*he pren<lehcy.over*th^-reft,’u\varonIj^io concern 
gericrai, affairs j not matieri of iniefnabrcgolaiion' ; 
b'ucaf^prefehc ic wasV.fyftem' of confuCtoriJ-faf; Iz 
Jud been khbW'n that' onVprcfiden’cy’ had been 'go- 
ing to war . with a ‘country power, at the very time 
jhac.andih«''waVcpti'clOding peace wuh-the -fame 
;pow^r,i'.^‘ A' cdntfadiftibh' ioV glaring to be'ffup- 
'■ ’gorted. ‘ _ ‘ • ■ ■■ ‘ ’•'' ' *• • 

HKlpfdfhlp further bbferVed,’a regulation would 
be ijeccffaVy,*9 oblige the epmpanyi wbeneverthey 
- received advices from the 'goverrior^an'd council of 
,Beng'al, to ccramunicate tbemlmificdiately to' th'c 
_trealury,jpr the. fecr'etancs bfllatr^Jthat the public 
jhJgljt know 'in what manner their affaics’went o'n, 
,and what nMcflitics arofc inlBengal.^*' ■'* '• • "* 

'•K.p? remarked,’ thatj although iHcfc’ regulations 
. Y^puld go far towards a reformation, ^yeiric was not 
.'to.^’e expede'd that the wbrk'.wa's .to'-bedond at 
. once r*bnd oyer f on the/bbntrary, that he' believ- 
.cd Bengal \vbuld ^demand their 'aifcntibn annually ; 

’ ’ ' ‘ • ' that ■ 



that a regular and fixed attention ^could alone anf 
fwer tlie greatjdemah^ }herp \YQuld ^ be' upon con- 
irouling pawejT', but that he; doubted not the houfd 
woddjgivei^ , ti 

He noted ihe^ neceffit^ or obliging the compa- 
ny’s fe^vants CO fend hqtne all their fortunes in the 
Ihips of company, under hcavy^ penalties’; and 
touched upop the greaineisof fortunes ro‘'quIckly 
made in the Eaft Indies^ as mifchievouS to the pbb- 

J^qrd Clive then got up, ahd foUcited rhe indul- 
gence of the hdufc to'^a^fejAf'‘fafts which\fiad been 
partially ftated j ancf, as he was"^ pl^ding^'r \vha"c 
was dcareij tq him than life, his^reputaiion^ he'^^o- 
ped.ihe committed would patiently hear himi ' He 
ihejjjwent through one of the reports of the fecrct 
conimiciee^^ and, quotedi,thofe^, dilTerenr paflages 
,whiclj concerned hitnV jHislordftlpwasyc^par* 
ticularjin examining the f«f|}ort andj' in anlwer'to 
tbofeaifrefeni pafiag« which accufe'd him of ap- 
propriatingpart^of ihc reyenue^s of Cengalj'he read 
extradlsof the nabob’s letter to him’ as prefident'of 
fiiOjfele^ conimittqe, ^of the committee’s jiilter to 
thcjdiycAgrs, and finally jhe’ dlrcft'ors letter of^ap- 
probar’ion j^o him» ^ His lordfiilp'" afterwards** ob- 
•f?rYed,;!hat trained maTchdolof war and politics, 
as hCjhad beep for twenty years^ he was now in the 
Ichool pf philolbpjiy ;r3nd if patience was a virtue, 
he had no doul^t of being very virtuous indeed. •'He 
cnljirged^vcry, fully on the mifeonduif* of’ the 
‘directors j.^^and after arraigning in the fevertft 
jicrms thq unpardonable rcmifTncfs of former adml- 
nifirapons, in ncgle^ing the affairs of the Indja 
company, he declared, ^tha^ the mjfrnanagtmcnt , 

• ' - - * abroad 
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abroad was founded upon mifmanagement at bomfi 
He then entered very particularly into the malevo- 
lence and artifice ofhis enemies, and, to prove the 
zeal with which one of them attacked him, he read 
part of a convcrfation between the late deputy 
chairman and one of the firft clerks In the India 
houfe, in wliich the late deputy chairman (Sir 
George Colebrook) fays, thefe remarkable words, 

* I want to mark the man, (meaning his lordfhip). 
Lord Chve proceeded to exculpate himfclf, and 
declared, he went out to India the lall lime, pro- 
mifing not to add a (liilling to Ms fortune, eithcc 
directly or indircdtly, and which he declared 
to God he bad religioufly obferved. His Icrdfhip 
ironically complimented the vail extent of abilities 
of lord North, ia*imming the continuance of the 
territorial acquifitions in the company Vpoflcllion 
for fix years. He fald, he might call his lordHiip 
the lioti of governmentj and the India company - 
ihejackall, or lion's provider ; that he had already 
feized upon three quarters, and no duubt, but 
when the lioa had been out hunting, and was re- 
turning hungry, thattbc remaining quarter would 
be leized alio ; that he flood there as an indepen- 
dent min, ready to give government every ho- 
nourable alTiftance ; that that he would do, and 
farther w'culd not be expelled of him, w nhrerpect 
to the Eafl India company ; that he lamented their 
fituaiiou ; that they had long bten tampered by' 
with quacks, even till they wcie reduced to an ab- 
folutc coniumption, ana had thrown tbcmfelvcs ^ 
upon parliament as the only true phyfician that 
could elkft a cure. His lordlhlp remarked, thic 
for {hefe :>io ytsvs pa/i ilia iiircitcfs, ciCher 

through 



through ignorance or dcfign, liad kept the affairs 
of the company a fecret ; that they had rioted at 
taverns, didolvcd'in diffipation' and luxury, and 
had venjfon,' turtle, and other choicc viands in and' 
ouc of feafon, with burgundy, claret, and old 
hock ; that they entirefy neglected their dOty, and 
employed'a man to think for them (Mr. -WilksJ to t 
whom they allowed4col. per annum, and thatmany’ 
of their orders were fo abfutd and* contradidtory, 
that their own fervants were almolV juftified in re- 
fufing obedience t6 them, I left Cconnnued his 
lordfhipj India in January 1766,10 profound peace,* 
and in which it was likely to remain.’ The ex-' 
pence of the military at that time,' though heavy, 
was nothing equal to what it is now;' I expected 
it would, inft.ad' of increafing, ‘have been redu- 
ced. Much virulence and malevolence' have been 
employed againfi: me ; and it is with real cnnrtrn* 

I find mylclt reduced ^co the fad neceffuy of Leliig' 
the herald of my own fame. I hive ferved my‘ 
country and that company faithfully j and, had I 
been employed by the crown, I Ihould not have 
been in the fituation I am in at prefent ; I iTiduId 
have been differently rewarded; no re trofpe6f would ' 
have been had to fixteen years paft, and I fhould 
not have been forced to plead for what is dearer 
than life, my reputation. 

My fituation, fir, has not been an. cafy one for 
thefe twelve months pail, and though my con- 
feience never could accufe me, yet 1 felt’ for ray 
^friends who were involved in the lame cenfure as 
niyielf. Sir, not a Itone has been left u.nturned, 
where the leaft probability could arifo of dtfeover- ‘ 
ihg fomething of a criminal’ nature againfi me. 
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The two committees, fir, feem to have bent the 
whole of their enquirica to tthe cond^*^ of their 
humble fervant the Baton de , and I have 

been examined by the {ck£l committee more like 
a flieep ftcaler, than member^ of this hpufe 
1 an^ lure, fir, if I had any fore places pae, 
they^vvould have been found, die;^ hav? probed 
to the bottom , no lenient plairtershave been ap 
plied to heal no, fir, they were all oi the bhfter 
Jtmd, prepared with Spanjlh fl^es and oijier^pro- 
vocajivcs The public records, have been ran- 
facked for proofs againft me 1 and the late deputy 
chairman of the India, compnrty, a mem- 
ber of this houfe, ha? been very amduous in- 
deed, — foafiiduous ;n rpy afiairs, that really^ fir* 
w appears he lias entirely neglefl^d h(s own*^ As 
the heads upon Temple Bar hayc [umbled^down, 
and/ no probability of[fheir b^'ing'rcplaced, ^^or 
lacobiiifm fecens to a^^nend, at*[^Ieafi^^th«e 
lias grca^tj,altcrauon^m j fcn|i:^ents 

iW^thin thefe ten years'* ^ [HeV? the houft jlaugh^d 
V cry heartily] I wouldpropofp,^ fir^ ipy.,hend, 
?by 'vayof pre eminence, pi^t upon^thq^mjad/e 
‘poIe,|*^And Jus mayefty hayipg ^lyen mp'^thefe 
honours^ it proper fhey flT,oul^ ?uppo!^'te^ 
vyhat think youthen of my |iav|ng pcjafe chair^^n 
and deputy oi^ ,t&re fbp^h^ufe 

out into applaOfe, and remaincp jn ji^ne^mc 91 
JavghKt forn=a5,t,Hmyiutej,l I,Y{Trnpj/fu;^lW 
a, void, V} thcipro[»rei of the noble 

^ Jofd I u^ree vuthhim/^r, liat theafjpu|ldirc<;r^ 

i^donihasrbcca;n.x gf^t jing'dqrjj VJ^jCpufe j^^the 
great difirefs of the Indii j^op'^pany,^nd 

;prppnt^ i]ijhil^^o|grs“|opol 
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ilocIc/and'tB’in poll'effioii ttvclvc months before 
VrtfiiiTj WTfcaV^^^^^i'\^ Wfc-e: * Vritn 

patiated' on' the'great temptation in India j 'that 
the country had been" governed’ by'a leit of , boys, , 
and. that numberlsfs abufes Kad beeh-conimitted'n 
that,' witK‘refpeA'.to the Moitut; he' never' heard 
of itf untif lad fdttimer^ when he - was' in- ShrOp- 
fhirej but though a' fum' of -50001. was- of ^little 
'moment' where, the receipts atno'nufed”’tdlfour‘ or 
live hiilliorwi, yet great abuifes had-Hecn .radde of' 
itr;‘‘'that;’as to jaghires,' they are- is commonly' 
given by •.'ihe'princiis In’ that country/ a? penfiohs, 
lQttery'"iickew,^'’and ■'other'' douceuri_ were ‘bytKe 
mlniltr’y'm this/ (jrJie Kodfe laughe'd.]'’" '* '' -l! 

‘ Sullivan ^got up. immcdiaiBly 'after' aad'de- 
clared, though' he ind'thcinobl.e .lord '’were enc- , 
mips, ;and 'probably wpuld’cohiin’ue- fo tilb’tlie'day 
of /their 'deaths^' yetlie^ had'ne'vef 'purfued-^him 
wIth'bie\Ie3ft/maIevolehcli'}/that 'if,hc had/‘hij_ ^ 
Ihould'loiig v^fince' have mcniiohed'aTuppfeffion of 
fixteen months'correfjwndeiice, which had been're- 
peaiedly'^called-for by, tlK/'^dlrciflorsi.bu'c'-to.thls 
moment evaded, and in them 'it could be proved 
that hi^lorddiip.’was the fofecaufe of their prelcnt ' 
diilrelsj ‘thaCh®,- would 'not* hi-v’e ' mentioned -this 
.faflj but in'the^ warmth of hU temper, wKcii-he'was 
tinjuftlyVccufed/JV'’'-' * '■■■ •' 

' I^rd .Cllve^in anfw'er 'declared; '"that;' on lus re-’ 
turn .from' India, he’ ^Ve’i thofe papers/ .^vith 
‘■fevtral oiKeiS^’ td"one'Campbel!l a ^otch auth'oTt - 
in and hi had htves them from 

thatnme.to the prefent,' ' - ' • • ' 

, . General Carnac next *ftobd up ’ and' declared, 
that he never had' any other objeft than the public ■ 
VoL. IV/ . . 3 V ’ ’ goodi 
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good, nnd had he embraced e\ cry opportunity, 
or not been remarkably moderate, he might have 
had four times thefortuRC' he had, and that what 
he had was acquired m the military line, that he 
never was concerned* in tradej except m fait, 
which he had only a finall (hare of *• 

Mr Jenkinfon afterWardsgot up and vindicated 
the fccret colnmittue ! 

L he huule agreed, to the motion of lord North, 
and adjourned at half part eight * 

n hus w c lee how lord Clivc s condu£l was level- 
led at, though, as It feemed indire^lly, called m 
t\ueftion *1 he affair, however, did not reft here, 
for general Burgoyne, who brought up, on the 
loth, the report of the fcledl committee, after ex- 
plaining the difagreeable fituation m which he 
ftix) 1 , declared^ That there were accounts ol 
crimes contained m the report which (hocked ha 
man nature even to conceive l)c faid, that he 
l6ol ed upon the depofing Surajah Dowlah, and 
bringing about a revolution in faiour qf Meer Jaf 
her, in the ) tar 1 756, to be the ongui of all thofe 
fubfVquent e\ils, which have operated to the” tem- 
porary diftrefs, if nott ital deflru(ftion, of the com 
pany He enlarged upon the perfidy uled to bring 
bout that revolution, he ftated the fiftitious trea- 
ty, forged in order to elude the payment qf tlia 
liipend promifcd to Omichund (a blael merchant, 
and confident ofSurajah Doulah \ horn lord Chve 
and thcfcleil committee in India prevailed upenrr' 
to jom in a fcheme todethrone lus mafter ) he ex 
poled the conduct of lord Clue m caufing admi- 
ral Watfon's name to be figned, contrary to iJie 
admiral s exprefs inclination, to this treaty , to 

this 
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this he added the demand of the fele(f^ committee 
from the new ^abob of twenty laclts of rupees for 
I their owi? ufe, above whac the fleet' and army had 
bargained for m fliort;^ the general went into'the 
whole of.that infamous tranladlion, and concluded 
by faying, “ That the perfidy ofOmichund ^\as of 
the blacLeft dye and as to the proceedings of the 
feleft committee [in India] I will allow them to be 
(faidthe general irronically) of the whitefl: kind 
The general concluded by propofingthe following 
refoluiions, and faid* that if they met with th& ap- 
probation of the houic,Jhc Ihould move, thaeper- 
ibns who acquired fums of money by prefents, or * 
otherwife in India (if they acquired luch fums by 
virtue of their a«Sing in a public capacity) fliould 
inakcirefliiution*< ■* ‘ 

i f » ) I t } 

RESOLUTIONS. 

4 * b^ ' i “ ^ 1 J 

R That allacqulfidons made under the^influ- 
cnceofa’mihtdry force, or by treaty with foreign 
powers, ddof right belong to the date. - ^ ' 

T ‘ 5 T V 1 n < 

IL iThat to appropriate acquifilions acquired un- 
derihe influence of a military force, or by treaty 
M itK foreign “powers, to a private ufe is illegal. , 

III J That great fums of mon^ have been ob- * 
tamed by fuch means* from the lovereign princes 
m India. ^ r ’ 

' * \ ^ j ‘ 

Sir "William Meredith next vehemently decIaim-^ ' 
cd againft the depofing Surajah Dowlah, againft ' 
the impofitton put upon Omichund, and concluded" 

hyJ 
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..b^.rayingj;that/orgCTy and a fcyolutloni did not . 
”9:jdt4at ^tjie gendenij^n cQncerj\?.4 
"ho\v,!ort o^er, ^dus-^^fc^e of- jniqijity..-,ended ! in a- 
,-blqdci^a£aflropiie,.eycn in.th£?;alfajfinat\on;Qf Su- 
■'ji^aK^9\viah5;he' jh^efore cqnclgded,5'by '^v^rinlv 
/.Ycconjijng general -Burgoyqe'sjefoluti^^^^ • 
{''V-Xbe foliclwj^ g^erdl,; JVI^ {yVeti'^erburn?;^ next 
.lpolt«^inj‘favpurr'of^ioid, Clive,, agajnft.^y, fcftitu- 
toithe;terms in 

.^Xj'iirch tjic'refoiutions were couchpd;r.lje fojdj the 
^terms^^*’?3lIaequ^uons wcjq {oo general; jbat the • 
Qword7ifi.flalejj;wa^,pqu\>;ocal, , ar^d,^ 1‘ JtJ^ tn- 
j.iiuencc,df,\h’e^milUary fo/^;y^as an Indgternijnate 
,’phi'afe :f^M^..}\Xedderburne,\thefeft^^^^ was fpr • 
,';hayibg theotderpf ,tlw4ay rea.dij^pdjth^irefolur 
jupMotally r« ^ 

Dyfon|next,fpolte w«h.grea^jgppdjfcnfej( 

( JicJwHched u'p.dp l^e part^ of 
tion upon a fqrmer»pscafionj^«mjjdelicapyj yet 
..ivykthat ,fadre;th^..fuhjc^. u;ejl,meat^ he re- 
pQmmepdcd tp tHc hqufe.the perufal of./l. j^r/ilier’s 
: 'Yhot^,.nicideration.ieem-;, 

‘ cd'^ha ftid,- Ycry.,^milarv-tp/ ijqrd Clljye’s j 
,ifqr,Nadiri whch^ at_ -Delhi, ^pnJy..(cijZEd, u^ the 
tre^/u^j^and.lct the. inhaljitpn^. rema|n tax/ree’, 
TWr.’" X)yfon" concluded by-fayiPgjJ’thatr.V he 
jthought;ihc terqij, of; the h6nopra,blQ .gentleman 
[Colonel. Burgdync]',miglif,bejmore. technically 
M'o'rdedij but' that,'., fooncr than Jopfe ^ fight o^ the 
, object aj^, which the rclbjutions a;me4/,nC]il;ouId, ^ 
,,ior^ his' part,', give,, his ,vote for rccciylngj them^p'"" 

. ycry, terms' they.;»'crc cou^cd.!’. . ^ 

Lord Clive next arofc and fiiid, ''.That, if 
•• jvad tep<i3-tcddaa for^^’^cafiod woujld 

• ■ • • • ppi 
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vipdicato his honour and his'charaaor, lie fliould 



'ing admiralnWatfon's name to a fiffitioui treaty 
ami, laaiy; >the 'decfption uied (to'cheat-'evra 
' Omichbnd of the-reivard agreed tq be paid him 
forithe Villainous' proftitution of his 'faith' as a 
fnendj'his honoUrJ his fentiments, and biserati- 
Wde asia mah.’-- - The noble lord chofe b oon, 
pne himfelf to a trifling chirge urged ’againlThim 
•pn a former' 'bccafibnj I by.Mri Sullivanr'of a 
fuppreflion-ofs fixteen 'months .cofrefpondence 
the- letters relative to which had," he fiid.'dieen 
-entrufledwitha-gcntleman'in Queeh-fqure 'pr 
Campbell] a letter from fvhom he 'read hieine 
much to the purpole]* tthircin the Boflor declared 
■lumfeif- ready at any time to'deliver the'faid 
letters fo the order of lord Clivel 

In'ynfiver* to the circumflance of the' twenty 
laclts of rupees', dord'-Clive' declared,-' that he 
always difapprtjved that bufinefs,' and that hislet- 
tcrsof' that time wcrein being to ihew ir. < ’ 

Mn Cormvall next addtcircd the houfe in a Ihort 
Tfuf lenfible Ipecch ; he laid, that' the queilion be- 
ford'th'em deemed 'to be, - ' ^ t * yj 

' Whether 'f any perlbn invefted with 'the public 
authority of the Hate, had a right, under that' au- 
thority] to acquire emoluments to himfelf?-'- 

‘.This Mr. Cornwall faid he lb clearly conceived- 
to be contrary to erety principle of policy 'and 
good government, that' he Ihould ever ma'mtairi 
{hi negatiue,- ' • 

' Lord 
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Lord North CQrrQb6ratcd this opinion, and co- 
inqided with Mr D^fon, “ lhat if the, relolu- 
tions could qot be couched in more technical terms, 
he would, as a member of parliament, give his 
vote |bi them as they \\ ere ’ ^ i v ^ 

Mr dhurlou, with the manly digmt} of a fe^ 
nator, and the independence ot an honed maif, 
declared, that, in his opinion, the refolutions, in. 
ihe^vords, they had been propofed, were trueifms , 
[a term peculiar to the houfc of commons] and that 
he would fupport thiCm as iuch 

Colonel Batre, w ith great good humour, enter- 
ed into the hiftory of ptelents, when taken, he laid, 
without confent, they were plunder, when tahen 
with confent, they were gifts, and when taken 
By cpnntvance, they became “ inland trade 
1 he colonel old [as he, can tell] a ftcctious ibrv , 
ho laid, “ that there was governor of Gibraltar, 
who, togeiner with h»s fecretary, know how to 
accept p^eftati, that a body of J[ei>s came, as 
was cullomar), to make their annual domtions, 
but bringing onlj onu thouland ihekins, the go- 
vernor 4‘'Ckired, that the Jews Hiould not h'^vc 
audience, as the were fprung from inccftors who 
'cruv^fied Qur Lord and Sayiour Jclus Chiift , the 
Jews went back difconfolatc, and brought two 
thcufqnd Ihekins, they were admitted, and the 
governorfrtid, “ poQt mep, the) had no hind i*! 
the crucifixion ” Ijic colonel was for the refolu 
iton'u t , 

IjrliSoith, lord George Gcnminc, Mr Dun- 
ning, iMr Dumpltur in a qu?USi.d fcalc, IVfr- 
Oni.1), Mr Varu, nod oilers, were fur the ro- 

Jolu'lCI.S, , 

' Oa 



On the ^ 1 7thY lord North informed the houie, 
that he would prefchf the biif for the bettef regu- 
lation of the affairs' of ’the Eall India company 
this day. Heobferved, it would be neceffary. to 
dtlcharge the order ‘for the confideratiok of the 
Eaft India affairs, which flood forthis'day, and 
W poftpone the fame till to-morrow. ’ 

'His lordfliip afcerw.ards entered into the com- 
pany’s propofitions which objcifled to the rclblu- 
tions which the houfc had made re pcdting the 
loan and agreement with government. ‘ 

His lordfliip obferved he did not underfland the 
terms upon which they meant to receive the loan.' 
he thought thofe that had been propofed by p 3 r- 
hametit hot only fair and reafonablc, but c\en 
ampIeJ and miinificent. JUfolutions (he faid) 
which he thought proper for parliament to come 
to as guardianSjof the public imereft. 

He thought, that tne offer made by parliament 
to give up the whole of ihe-produce of the com- 
pany’s terntonal revenues for fix years was" tho-' 
roughly liberal i if it was nor, it was diihcult to 
afccrtain what was liberal. > 

He apprehended, the loan by the prefenc nia- 
nagementof the company’s affairs would be nearly 
paid off in the^eir 1778 or 1779. He oblmed, 
tjiac a great deal had been faid out of doors ts 
well as within ; that the reftraiujng the company 
tofij,and feveu per -cent, dividend was confidcrcvl 
^ a hardlhip, as notbeiog-thc true commcicul 
dividend of the company. For his part, (hiir 
lordfliip faid) frqm the deepeft attention which he 
paid to all that had been faid ajid printed. 
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that feven per cent, was^thc full commercial pro- 
fit of the company. •' 

Upon the whole, his lordlhtp clearly provedi 
that the reftriftions under which they were laid^ 
by the late refolutiona for their dividend, was ' 
faighiv confiftent with the welfare of the company} ‘ 
and the true inCereft of the public* Andj if par- 
liament afied different, they would not have be- *' 
baved as guardians of the public intcrefts. His 
iordlhip obferved, that the company had come to 
parliament as theic ia(\ refource; that, if they 
could poffibly have found any other relief, they 
would have adopted it. That parliament in fuch 
diftrefs did not, in his opinion, aQ: unkindly to- • 
wards them. Hislordmip further obferved, that 
In other itvftances they reaped no particular favour 
and protcftlon of government, for then the cuf- 
' toms and other duties were due fro[<l the company 
to government j that they had repeatedly applied 
to me tteafury to cefpitc the debt fo accrued, and 
which was accordingly complied with m feveral 
'inftances, tofums to a confiderable amount; and 
as the favour was likely to be continued till the? 
27th of next month, the debt would therf be cn- 
creafed to 200,000!. 

His ’ lordfhip obferved, that< upon thefe and^ 
other indulgcncics, he might have at leaft expect- 
ed a compliance in the company \>ith the terms 
and refolutions propofed by parliament, in which ^ 
he fruited there was nothing to be found improper*” 
or unfair, and he lincerely \#iihed the company, 
would take another day to confider of them ; that,* 
if the company did not thert accept of the loaif 
upon the terms propofed, he hoped, that the in- 
' convenicncics 



CoAvcbiences that might arife would fall ohlycrt 
thofe \vho advifed the meafurc. 

His lordlhip then moved,, that the order ' for 
this day might be read; and being ^read,' it was 
difcharged,^ ajid th^confideration of India hflairs 
put olF till to-morrow. ^ i « ^ 

The houfeacquiefcedin the noble lord’s argu- ' 
ments. 7] No peribn replied. • <1 ' ' <m 

A petitionl was, afterwards prefenied bycMn 
Douglas, from the Eaftjndiacompany^ requeuing’ 
leave to bfing in a bill, conformable to the regula- ' 
tions proppfed in the petition, which regulations ' 
being nunjerous, jhey were not read through, but 
ordered to lie on the table. 1 

,'On the-igihj the proceedings of the houfc were 
refumed in regard. to lord Clive *, when general 
Burgoyne again e^cpaciated largely upon the ex- 
celTes and extortions ufed, by the commanders and 
others encruded witli authority in Bengal.'. THac' 
rapine and plunder had even exceeded the bounds 
of the cruehUs of moil ages; till at lad, tt pervaded 
the Britifh name 'fn every aft in which it was con- 
cerned. He,.dvfclaimed any partial, any limited 
cenfurc againd particular perfoos; bur that the bu- 
fmefs of hss enquiry vvas lirft-to fbitc the fafts, and- 
afierwards come to the vconclufion to whom they 
might be applied. That the refolutions which bad 
pafled the other evening had been found <faulc 
With, as being too coraprehenuve and undefined ; 
that for his pare lie thought that the refoluclons had 
bcttei be cxtenfivc than not, as the houle would 
tjien be at liberty to apply any part of them to 
particular pexfons or. circumdanccs ; that he laid-, 
it down as a fundamental principle and rule, that 
VoL.IV. 3X -it 



It vvas impofTiblc for any man, acting under the aU« 
thorlty of the public, to acquire any thing for 
himfelf. That when the refolution is once agreed 
on, the houfe will naturally cry out, Who are 
the perfons, and what are the circumftances I 
hope to be able (continued the general) to bring 
proof fufficient both to find the fa 61 : and charge 
the perfon. He obferved, that deaths had re- 
moved fome of theie^pcrfbns out of the way, 
but that the houfe would be able to judge what 
would be done with their effe^ls. That thole 
elfe£is he obferved, were now in the pofleflion of 
innocent men, but thismuft entirely reft upon the 
future clemency of the houfe. He then called the 
attention of the houfe to the melancholy hlftory 
of thofc times in which the revolution took place. 
He deferibed the caulc of each revolution, and 
tlie diftrefs tliat the nabobs of that country fuf- 
fered from the unpaidonable iranfaiftions of the 
Britlfii commanders in India. He laid the chief 
ftrefs upon tlie revolution of Mecr Jaffierin 1757, 
and that every other fubfequent revolution had 
beenjuftified upon the fame principle and the lame 
ground. He then read part of a treaty made 
with Surajah Powlah, in order to prove* that the 
commanders' in chief had endeavoured to break 
through the treaty in every ;nftance, partlcuhrly 

by the attack made on ChinJanegore. The 

general aftcraaards ^wacccdcd ip inform the houle^ 
in what manner the confeni of the council vas 
obtained for the violation of this treaty, and 
fincerely lamented the diftance of that countryf^ 
with regard to the company’s dirc^ftions being re- 
ceived by their officers andTdilbbeyed. That the’ 

. ■ deter- 
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determination of that council compofed of lori^ 
ChvG, inajor Kilpatrick, Mr. Drake, Mr. Watts, 
and anothcir, operated by the moft fingle mino- 
rity, exerciling the authority of a majority. By 
the admirable dexterity of lord CliVe, t\"(i uere 
determined a majority m five. A mode- of cal- 
culation hitherto unknown. He defired the houfe 
to confider, that, If thefe deciltons were to take 
place, hoW eafy it was for tliis nation to lie at the 
mercy of the whim, the caprice, or ambition of 
the prelident and council of Bengal. He obferv- 
ed, tAat lord Clive hadlhewn talents of every kind 
in the cabinet as well as the field. He then in- 
formed the houfe of the difierent foms of money 
each revolution coft j and that whenever the com- 
mander' in' chief or council wanted a revolution,, 
they foon difeovered the necefilty of one. They' 
Ibon found it neceflary to reftorelVfeet Jaffier , and' 
though no proof can be immediately produced, - 
that the fums of money as bribes’ were propofed 
and received before the revolution in ‘his favour, 
yet upon tile olfer being made, they refuTed the 
fame with thefe words, “ that, when you fliall be 
thoroughly feated on the throne/we fliall then be 
iviJljng to receive your favours.” — He then en- 
tered into the report that w'as made after the re- 
volution of Surajah Dowlah, that that which 
was tranfmitted to the direiftors at ,home was a"* 
piece of perfidious, cruel enquiry, not to be. 
equalled by the inqulfition of IfortUgal. He' 
Crbferved, that the letter which' contained the 
above, dated September 30, 1765, difgraces one' 
of the ableft pens that ever was employed, through 
the virulence with which it was W'riiten, that the 

total 
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total fums received ir^prefents from 1757 to 176^, 
amauated to 2,169,555!. exclufive of the jagWre ; 
that the rellitutioa ^loaey was upwards of 
3,000,000!. 

* -Heobferved, that many perfons tallced.much 
of taking up acquifitions of fo long paft as fixteen 
years; but, he apprehended no time, how ever dif- 
tant, fhould difcourage an enquiry into robbery, 
po time too late to pumlh the ofiender. He ob- 
lerved, that it- had been laid abroad, that the 
company had always been acquainted with thedif-^ 
ferent prefents receivcdjby lord Clive, and that the 
refpefuve fums were known to them? that he, for 
his partjwiftied to find it fo ; but,that the only traces 
which appeared to him were contained in a letter 
to them from lord Clive, acknowledging that he 
had made an ample fortune. He doubted not, 
however, but the various eminent fervices pleaded 
by his lordihip would be amply rewarded by a 
generous nation. He then drew a contraft between 
the different characters of general Lawrence, Sir' 
William Draper, colonel Monfon, as not having ’ 
acquired to themfelves large fortune? by their emi- 
licnt .fervices j and the prefent elleemed opinion 
his lordftiip was in with the world, with regard to- 
the immenfe acquilltions which he had obtained 
for his own ufe. He then fpoke' much in fevour’ 
of the impartial conduC! of the foleCl committee, 
and that this bufinels, in which tlie’houfe was pro- 
ceeding in, was an aC! of national jufticej and he 
doubted not, but the whole world would lee, tha?-^ 
this houfe, however vilified and abided withour, 
had in it men whofe principles were jufl, ahd in 
whom panicles of that vital firej which ought to 
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infpire every friend to his country, would ftill be 
found, when the juftice anddifcipUne of the houle 
demanded it. That he did not wifli to plunderer 
take every thing from thofe who had rendered 
eminent fervices to their country, but, he wllhed to 
leave them fuch rewards as agenerous nation ought 
to give. He told the houfe, that he fuppofed a 
bill for reftitutlon from private eftates, who Jiave 
received money umvarrantably, ^\ouId be the 
confequential reiult of tlie refolutions, when pilled j 
that this money he propofed to give to the Eaft 
India company, in dilcharge of their debts. He 
obferved, that the rewards given by this intended 
bill would be the fame as given at tlie time the 
fen’ices were performed} and it would be more 
for the honour of the man to polTefs a foall fliare 
of that which he now has, when given as a re- 
ward by his country, than the immenfe wealth 
which he has unwarrantably acquired j and when 
reftitutlon is once made, he thought that all odium 
fhould ceafe. He then proceeded to ftate his mo- 
tion, relative to the receipt of fifteen laclts of ru-., 
pees, and the 30,000!. per year iaghire by lord 
‘Clive. He^read his motion, but did notmake it, ' 
as Sir Richard Sutton got up, and objefled to the 
mode in which the evidence upon the report had 
been extorted and forced from lord Clive, in an 
unufal and improper manner. This created a long 
debate, or rather con verfadon, upon a point of or- 
der, whether the evidence which general Bur- 
gpyne had moved to be read, ought to be admit- 
ted by the houfe as concluftvc, the houfe having 
hsd an opportunity of hearing it viva voce. * 
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The Iblicitor genera/, Mr. Wedderburne, in 
/avour of lord Clive, argued, That there' \\ ere 
ibme, indeed many lltuauoni, wherein the receipt 
of prefcats was jultifiable upon every principle of 
dilintcreffed integrity.” In this proportion Mr. 
^^'^edderburne was doublefs right j the only quedion 
was, Whether the prefents received by lord Clive 
were accepted under fiich circumftances as could 
render their receipt perfettfy juftifiable ^ Mr. 
Wedderburn alTetted, that they were- received un-^ 
der fuch circufiances j he therefore contended in 
favour of lord Clive, and largely^ expatiated upon 
the obligations the nation owed him. 

Mr. Wedderburne then ftarted the following 
objeiiion : he fald, ** that for parliament to accule 
a man of any fpecies of delinquency, upon the 
re^tt made by a committee, was to accufe him 
without competent evidence'. Ke urged many 
arguments in favour of this pofitlon, and parti- 
cularly 'referred to the grounds upon which tlie 
Icled and fecrec committees w'ere Inflituiedi 

they were> he ftid, to examine and enquire 
into the date of the Eaft India company’s affairs; 
but behold they had Humbled upon certain delin- 
quencies committed by certain fuppofed delin- 
quents, whom they were now invldouily propoltng 
to have puniflicd*” 

I-ord Clive himlclf defended his own condu£V 
W'ith fome degree of fpirit; he faid, “ that the 
party at the India houfe moft forward in accuGng, 
had been the moft ftirward in emplnying him oiT^ 
every affair wherein they now contended he had 
a£ledanuis. He recapitulated the many great and ' 
trving lituatlonsin which he 1 ad been placed, and 

appealed 



appealed to the feelings of every’ perfon in thd 
houfe, whether lie could, conliflent with his own 
and the company’s welfare, have taken a part 
dilTercht from that he embraced His lordlhip 
concluded by mentioning the difpofition of Surajah 
Dow'Iah, and the htlitious treaty" drawn up in or- 
der to deceive Omichund : “ the latter, 'faid his 
lordfhip, has been called forgery,' and taking if 
up on this grounds I have faid before, [in his exa- 
mination before the fele£l committee] and I defire 
the houfe to take notice I now hy again, that, if 
the whole tranfa^lton was to be repeated, I u ould 
again ad: over what the gentlemen are pleafed to 
term forgery or fi«5iion j for fo far, continued his 
Iqrdlhip, am I from repenting the psrrl took in 
that revolution, that I glory in it, as an a£^ every 
way conformable to my duty as a fervantofthac 
company, whole exiftcoce wds pfeferved by the 
very means i am now about to be cenfured for 
adopting.” 

This debate lafted till eleven, ancl .lord CHveV 
fpeech met with the general approbation of the 
whole houfe, and many members exprefled their 
concern at his lordlhip’s difagreeable fituation, and 
their hearty abhorrence of the unmerited acrimony' 
with which he was treated. ^ ^ 

' It is very neceflary to obferve on this occa- 
fion, that the' doubts refpedfing the admlfiion of 
the reports of the feleft committee as competent: 
evidence, whereon to ground any judicial pio-' 
ceedings of pacliamcnr, frullratcd the plan of 
Qsncral Burgoyne and his friends. It was im- 
pollible to proceed to pailiamentary cenfores,- 
previous to pailiament’s having determined, thaf 


the fadts which called for fuch cenfures were cotil- 
petently proved; and if one was to frame ajudg-' 
ment of the difpofition of the houfe from the ex- 
preffions which fell from the lips of that party to 
whom the fmiles or frowns of a minifter are equal- 
ly indifferent ; if, I fay, one was to judge of the 
temper of the houfe by fuch rules, it muft be 
confefTcd, it appeared averfe to admitting the re- 
ports of the committee, as competent evidence 
whereon to proceed. 

On which fide foe\er a member embarked, the 
difficulties were infuperable. 

Thofemoft inclined to favour Lord Clive ; thofe 
who thought the tranfadfions he was about to be 
cenfured tor w’cre nocof an atrocious nature; fuch 
fpurned at the evidence oflered, not deeming it 
tantamount to a proof of guilt ; they ihewed an 
abhorrence to the term ‘ criminality,' and took 
every occafion to foften the aj)penation, by the 
more favourable terms of * policy,' * critical ne- 
ceflity,' and * the urgent occafion of the mo- 
ment.’ A plcafing latitude of interpretation was 
alfo readily adopted by this party ; admitting the 
fadts to be ftated in the reports, and allowing the 
competency of the e\idencc in proof of fuch ftdfs, 
were they crimes of that nature as to deferve par- 
liamentary cenfurc ? Did not the occafion julhfy 
the cxjjedicnt ? And was not the expedient, in- 
Head of being o proof of villainy in thofe who 
adopted it, rather a proof of their extenfive dif- 
ccrnmcjit and political fagacity ? And ought a 
man, placed by a fcrics of contingencies, in ^ 
critical a fituation, that nothing but the expedient 
adopted could poflibly extricate him with life/ 

ought 
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ought he to be ccnfurcd for making ufc of fuch an. 
expedient? Applying this to the cafe of Lord 
CH\e, and that deceptioos treaty with Omichund, 
which in other circumftances would have been fo 
culpable as to meric fomething more than cenfurc; 
yet, circumftanced as things were, it was an ex- 
pedient fuggelted, byneceMty, and jurtifiable up- 
on that principle. 

There was another party in the houfe, who 
feemed to look, upon the whole tranfadlion be- 
tween Omichund and Lord CUve as a trial of, 
fkill. Omichund was famed for being the moft 
dexterous villain in Afia, yet an honclt Englilli- 
man could outwit him at chicanery. Let, there- 
fore, this party feemed to fay, * let the hero fie 
(as cafy as. the feat will permit him) in the trium- 
phal car of knavery, for having beaten the prince 
of villains at his own weapons.’ 

Even the third party, who furveyed the crimi- 
nals with every emotion of horror,, and wilhed to 
have the crimes fcvcrely puniflied ; even they 
could not in jufticc admit the validity of the evi- 
dence. If parliament fteps afidc to afiumc the ju- 
dicial power, can paiHament admit ctiuence inad- 
rnifliblein our courts of judicature ? Parhamepe 
is the grand inquefl: of the nation ; could thc^ 
grand inqueft of a > county admit the report 
of men icccived at fecond hand from witnelfes, 
when the viva vore teftimony of thefe witnefies 
might with cafe be obtained ? The greater the 
cfl^rge of criminality, the greater ihould tho cir- 
cuml'pedtion be about the perfesft legality and ade- 
quate competency of the evidence produced in 
proof of the charge, .ThewUnefles had been cx- 
Voi. IV.' 3 Y amined 
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am\oed perhaps on only one fide of the queftion, 
perhaps with a view of difeovering proofs of the 
commifilon of crimes. Should not thefe evidences 
be contrafted with others? Ought they not to 
undergo a crofs examination ^ And as the whole 
houfe became judges in the caufc, furely each 
judge ought to hear the teftimony, and determine 
by circuinftances of the\eracity of the teftifier. 
How, without this, could a man lay his hand to 
his heart, and fay, that ‘ vi fero confdcnttai’ the 
culprits flood convifted ? ^ • 

There was alfo another circumftance which en- 
hanced the difficulty. Lord Clive had made a- 
voluntary confeffion to the members of the fek£t 
committee of every minute circumftance relative 
to tlie prefents received ; the revolution effected ; 
and the expedients adopted to effedt it. Would 
he, or any man have made this voluntary confer-*' 
fion if he had thought the matters confefied would 
be hereafter charged againfl him as crimes ? 
Ought fuch confeffion to be admitted > The cri- 
minal law determines upon the illegality of fuch 
evidence ; our courts of judicature difclaim con- 
feilion as matter of evidence againfl the party ac- 
cufed : it is ground for'enquiry, but none for 
convidtion. Can parliament, then, admit fuch 
evidence, even if defirous of convidting ^ Yet 
the confeffion of Lord Clive ftands u_pon the re- 
port of the feledl committee. Ought this to be 
admitted lobe read before the houfe againfl him- 
felf? 

Such was the forcible and variegated light in 
V'hich the queftion poncerning the incompetcncy 
Qf the evidence wa§ viewed, This is thrown ouc 
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ilacksof rupees^ amounting to the fam of “ tvro 
hundred and thirty-four thoufand pounds llerling; 
to the dlflionour an^ detriiuent of the ftate.” 

Sir William Meredith warmly feconded this re- 
folution, and fpoke fo as to gain the repeated ap- 
pfaufes of the houfe. 

' Hans Stanley propofed llriking out tlie word 
* detrimentals’ and inlbrting the words ‘ to the 
evil e\atMpIc of others/ 

ThiS'gave rife to frefli debateSj and General 
Burgoyne again arofe to defend the words of his 
refolution j he fpoke with manly energy, and 
pleaded the caufe ofjuftice with thedignityof a 
fenator, and die perfuafive eloquence of an-honeft 
man j hewasaverfe to giving up one tittle he 
contended for j and, aOcitinghis refolution robe 
founded on truth, he was inflexibly tenacious of 
hwT rights. 

Ml". Rofe Fuller fpoke like what he is, an old, 
h<^ntll, indejiendant veteran of integrity. 

Loid North fpoke much in favour of General 
Burgoj ne. , . 

The houfe was left htting at half after eleven 
o’clock, and the debates at that hour were expeft- 
ed to continue much Iongcr»upon the queftion, 
whether Lord Cli\e recei\cd hisprefents, * to the 
detriment gf the flare, or to the evil example cf 
others/ or whether the refolution llioijld ftand 
iiniply, ‘ that he had received fuch and fuch pre- 
fents/ 

General Burgoync declared, * tint, if his rc- 
folution paired, he lliuiild propofe one relativefo” 
the noble lord’s Jaghirt.’. 


Similar 
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-SUnjUr rcfolutlons were expedcd to paCs rela- 
tive to MeflrSf Sumner, Verelft^'Lciccfter, mid 
QthcfS* 

Previous to the above proceedings, General 
Burgoyne exprefled himfelf to the following pur- 
pott : 

Mr* Speaker, I muft obferve, that a principal 
part of the charge againft the noble, lord behind 
me turns, upon the iranfadtions of the feledt com- 
mittee, and, for making this charge good, it is 
abfolutely necellary to call in and examine fuch 
perfons whofe ^tuation^ gave them opportunities 
of knowing the truth, asjilainly appeared by the 
reports of your committees ; among thefe, lir, Mr. 
Bechet is one, whofe examination is in this Iiglic 
neceflary, and who, 1 Ihould thciefote wilh, was 
called in : the points upon which his examination 
fhould turn, is tiie' conditions upon which the 
revolution in Bengal was effected. 

[Mr. Bcchec, after a flight debate, called in.1 ' 

Several queflions were put to him, and after 
them the following : ‘ When the revolution in 
Bengal was rcfolved to be a meafure neceflary to 
the welfare of the company's affairs by the fele^l 
committee, did tlfb fcleft committee, after fuch 
refolution, tdeclare, that they would not agree to 
the meafure, unlefs prefents were made to them 
of two and twenty lacks of rupees, or thereabouts, 
in confequence of it 

Solicitor General. That queftion, Mr. Speaker, 
^ould agree better .with the conftitution of the In- 
quifition, than with that of this houfe: it is iin- 
poflible it fiiould be put j becaufe the anfwer may 
, tend to eltiblifli a criminality not in the noble lord. 

only 
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bnly, on whofe account common Tenfe is fo mucli 
to be put to the rack, but likewife that of thd 
witncfs himfelf.’ And this in general will be thd 
cafe with examining witnelTes fo deeply concerned 
in the merit of the tran&dlions which are a»prc- 
fentjudging. 

(Witnefe ordered to withdraw, which he did 
at four o’clock.] 

Attorney General. I cannot fubfcribe to the 
opinion laid down by my learned friend ; for if 
wc are not to examine the perfons who from their 
lituations can alone give us information, and if 
vve are not to afk mch queftions at the cafe de- 
mands, to what purpofe is any enquiry before 
us ? 

Solicitor General. The plain fai£f, and the 
practice of all the courts with which I have been 
'converfanc, Is the beft anfwcr to that imaginary 
difficulty : Why afk queftions to prove guilt 
in the noble lord, which, if the anfwers do piove 
it, muft: prove equal guilt in the \vitncfs ! Why 
not alk the fame queftions of witnefles not in re- 
fponfiblc offices, who might know thefe fadts, 
but not be guilty of them ? 

Sir George Saville. I take this principally to 
be a queftion not concerning the eligibility of Mr* 
Bcther to be a witncfs at all, becaufc wc have be- 
gun his examination, and there would be much 
impropriety in then determining thathis examina- 
tion is of no value ; but the point which alone de- 
mands attention is, whether he lliall be aftgyl 
queftions, the anfwers to which muft condenin 
himfelf — Now, this fo contrary to law— to rca- 
fbn— to common Icnfe, and the pradticc of this 

houfc. 
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houfe, that I am amazed it can be. made a matter 
of debate; the queftion put to the vvitnefs^ was 
fuch a one as ought not to be put : it was fuch, a 
one as he could not anfwer. 

[At half an hour after five Mr. Becher was 
again called in and examined.] 

At three in the morning of the aad, the Houfe 
of Commons ftill remained in warm, debate on 
the motion of Colonel Burgoyne. 

At length a motion was made, ‘ That the faid 
Robert Lord CUve, in lb doing, .abufed the 
powers with which he was intruftcd,'to the evil 
example of- the feryants of the public.* It pafled 
in the negative, without a divifion. 

•Another motion was then made, ^ That Robert 
Lord Clive did at the fame time render great and 
meritorious fervices to this 'country, which was 
tarried without a dtvifioo.* Thus ended, the great 
bufinefs about Lord Clive, which held till five 
o*clock this morning. 


Lord Clive’s Speech to the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Speaker, 

After rendering ray country 'the fervices which 
I think, I may, without any degree of vanity, 
claim the merit of j and after having nearly ex-* 
haufled a life full of employment, for the public 
'*)i^lfare, and for the particular and advantageous 
enioluracnt of the Eaft India company, I little 
thought iranfailions of this kind would have agi- 
tated 
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ta ted the minds of my cotmtiymsn In fuch proceed- 
ings as thsfe, tending to^ deprive me not only of 
my property, and the fortune which 1 Ijave fairly 
acquired, but of that vidrich I hold more dear to 
me-— my Honour and my Reputation. The Houfe 
will not think me, I hope, fraught with any de- 
gree of vanity, when I repeat again, that 1 have 
done fervices to my country, i muft now beg 
leave to day a few ryords relative to the prefents 
which I am charged with receiving unwarrantably. 
1 muft beg leave to obfert'c- to the houfe, that pre-. 
lents were allowed and received from the earlieft 
time of the direiftion.’ They have continued to bo 
received uninterruptedly for the fpaceof i5oyearSi 
and men, fir, who have lat in the dirciftion them- 
fclves, have at feveral times received prefents. 
'I'hU iho direflion muft know } but I am firmly, of 
opinion, that iu honourable cafes, prefents are not 
improper to be received; but when for difhonoura- 
ble purpofes, then, fir, I hold them to be highly 
Improper. 

in the early period of my life, my labours were 
without emoluments or laurels, and I hope tlie 
houfe cannot think, but that I ought to be reward- 
ed for my fervices to my country in the latter part 
cf it. ^Vhen 1 was employed by the company, 
their afhirs abroad’werc in a condition much to be 
lamented. Misfortunes aitentfed them in every 
pan of their fonlemems, and the nabobs looked 
with a jealous eye open the fmall privileges and 
poflblTions they then enjoyed ; and though fmaliT^ 
in danger every day ot being wrefted from them. 
Fear, and weakneVs of power, fought for protec- 
tion from the dangers that furrounded them. In 



thk critical fituatlon I was called forth, and it plea-* 
led God to make Me the inftrument of their deli- 
very. In the various battles and attaclts In which 
I was employed, I had the good fortune to fucceed ; 
nor were fuch fchemes or undertakings entered up- 
on without the previous provocation of the country' 
powers. The treachery of Surajah Dowla was for 
ever In our eye, and his perfidy was never at reft : 
nor did we attack Chandanagore till the treaty on 
his behalf \fas firft violated, ^fter thefoconquefts, 
fir, and acquvfitioas gained for the company, I re- 
turned home. They approved, in the higheft de- 
gree, of what I had done ; and as a token of their 
approbation, they prefented me wlth'a rich fword 
fet with diamonds.- This certainly, fir,' was no * 
mark of their opinion that I had either violated ' 
treaties, or difobeyed their orders. Nor did their 
commendation and good opinion of *my fcrvices 
terminate here. As foon as troubles broke out in 
that country, and when the news of the terrible ' 
difafter of the taking “of Calcutta from us arrived, 
to the car'of the company, they immediarely fent 
to me, and requefted that I would go once more 
to India to protect and fecurc their poficflion.s 
that my prefence wOuId alone effefl it ; and they 
Ihould reft fccured, >hrough the good^ opinion they 
had of me, that fuccefs would accompany me j and 
that I Ihould be the means of putting clieirafiavrs 
again in a profperous fitiiaiion. ' I did not liefitate a 
moment to accept the offer. I w'ent abroad, rc- 
folvlng not to benefit mylclf one fingle fliilling at 
my return ; and I ftri£lly and religioufiy adheured ' 
to It. When 1 arrived diere, I fubdued AngrIa, a 
very po.icrrul prince. 1 retook Calcutra with an ’ 
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iiiconfidorablc army. Surajali Dowla had at all 
times betrayed a difpofiiion to break the treaty j 
and, wlvea an army was Cent utulcr the commaca of 
l^IonHeur Dupre, winch* might have proved fml 
to us, Ido not hefiiaic to fay, that we bribed the 
general of that army, who immediately wrow to 
the nabob to kt iniM know iJiat the Englilli v.cre 
invincible ; and upon a fccond requelt from ihc 
nabob to Monfieur Dupre, tliat he would rraich. 
v.’ith his army and dcllroy the EngliHi, his anfv.cr 
was couched in the fame terms. He faiJ, that he 
always found the KngHlh invincible, and it would 
be the heighth of inip'rudcncc to hazard anattaclt. 
By fuch means, and by this lUatagem, we fuc- 
ceeded. ’ We foon difcov<,rcd that the nabob, Su- 
rajah Dowlah, was fo_ turbulent and rcfllefs, that 
he only waited for the departure of the fleet tode- 
molilh the Englifl). Cut as treacherous men ate 
too apt to iiave men of the fame c.iil and difpofi* 
lion about them, the nabob was not wanting o7 
fuch companions. ' One Omichund, his confickn- 
tial fervant, as he thoughr, told his mafter of an 
agrcinicnt made between theEnglifli ^nd Monfieur 
Duprt, to attack him, and iccelved for that advice 
a fum no Icfs than iourlacks of rupees, binding 
this man to be the confidential fervant, in whom 
the nabob entirely trufied, it foon became our objeft 
to confidcr him as, a moli material engine, in the 
Intended revolution. 'We therefore, made fuch an 
agreement as wasncccfiary for the purpok, and 
entered into a treaty with him to faii'^fy his de- 
mands. • When all things wtro prepared, and tfetr* 
evening of the event was apptnnted, Omichund 
informed Mt. W,itns^ who was at the court of the 

nrtbob, 
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tained. [His lordDjip then read the letter, \vhicj) 
conveyed admiral \Vatfon*s full approbation.] 
Now, fir, great as my fortune is, (and which 
bears no proportion to what I might have made) 
yet, to Ibevv that I did not harrals, or lay under 
contribution thofe whom I had conquered, for my 
own emolument, I can tell thi^ houle, that neither 
I, nor any one in my army, received a fixpence 
from the mhabitants of Muxadabad. My jaghire 
was not received till i759> though it had been re- 
ported, 1 1 received it at the revolution in 1757. 
1 muft beg leave to mention, another circumftance 
to this houie , that upon ihefc troubles, the Dutch 
W'ere encouraged by the nabob to enter the coun- 
try witn feven fhips, and a yaft army. I did not 
helitate a moment to give them battle, and in 
twenty-four hours I deftroyed every Ihip they hadj 
and their whole army, was cither killed, wounded, 
or taken prifoners. At this rime, the Dutch had 
nioft of my money,' and in this inftnnce, I think, 
I Ihewcd a aeal for the honour and intereft of the 
company, fuperior to every other' obje£l, -even of 
my Own concern. I muft now beg leave, to read 
to the houfe two letters from jhe court of direiflors 
to myfelf, containing their approbation of the re- 
volution in Bengal. Tlicfe letters, fir, Cvime not 
through the common channel of addrefs to the 
governor and council, but were dircifled to my- 
lelf. [His lordlhip then read the letter, whicli 
contained indeed the moft full and fatisfaiJiory 
npprobation of what is termed in one of -she 
letters “the late glorioi^ and profinble revolu- 
tion.”] — Thcfe, fir, ate futely iufiicient certifi- 
cates of my behaviour, and of the proceedings of 

that 
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that revolutions and whatever the houfe may 
think of tliem, will remain an cverlalling appro- 
bation of my condudl from thofe perions who alone 
emplojed me, ^and whofc fervant Iwas. Nay, 
fir, there are even thofe in the grave, who, if 
they were alive vould tefiify my fcrvlces. A late 
minifter (lord Chatham) \vhofe abilities have been 
an honour to his country, and whom tins houfe will 
ever, tevere, will, I am fure, come to your bar, 
and not only ^tell you how highly he thought of 
my lervices at that time, but ailb v hat his opinion 
is now. * I am, however, fure, that I lliail hsve 
juftice done me by the enquiry of thole men who 
are ULely to be appointed to go to Ind/a to reguiate 
thealfairsof that country. Then, fir, may come 
from thatpa/c of tlie wo‘fld,^a full jitftincatioi of 
.myconduoh Here I mufi beg Iea\e to ic da 
part of mj late fpeech. [Here hh lordlhip road a 
part ofa letter and of his late Ipeech, 'made cn the 
3Cth March lyya, fiating the acquifitlons he had 
obtained for the company and the public.] — After 
thefe fervices I, tJiought at lead I might have en- 
joyed my fortune uninterrupted, and unenvied by 
thofe not lb rich as myfelf. [Here his lordlhip 
then read uiothef letter from cue c''mpany uhlch 
contained in a fironget manner than any of the 
precceding o.ies, a foil and ample commemhtion 
and approbationx)f rdl his proceedings tlils> letter 
vas djreflcd to his lordiljip. and dated rhe 4th of 
March 1767.] 

- , Upon my arlv.al, fir, in England a fecond time, 
a committee of the directors \\aited upon mo, to 
defire to know when I would receue the congra- 
/tulations of, the direflion. I accordingly waited 

upon 
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upon thsra it iKeir court iiv LcadcnhiU ftrcet , ani 
the chairman, at a verj luU court, addrsfied me 
xn the words coiintneil in tins letter (when his 
lordlliip read ) i he!e, fir, were circumfiances 
certainly that gave me a fiiU fatisfactiun , and a 
ground to tiiiuk that m;y condudl, in e\ ery in- 
fiance w as appro\ ed of After fuch certificates as 
thefe, lir, ani I to he bro igl t here like a criniin ), 
nnd the \er\ befi parts ot my condiift conftrued 
into enmes againft the Is this the reward 

thjt IS now he’d out to p^r ons who havu perform- 
ed fuch imporinnc ferviccs to their country ^ It ic 
IS lir, tl c future conrcqucptus tint will attend the 
Execution of any important iiufi, committed to the 
pcrlons who Jme the care of it, will b., iita) in- 
deed , and I am fiirc the noble lord upon the 1 rea- 
lury bench, whole great humanity and abilities I 
ri, er, would never ln\e confcnicd io,ihc rclolu- 
t uj s that palfed the other night, if he had thought 
on the dreadful confequenc s that would attend 
them Sir, I cannot f\\, that I cither lit or refi 
eaty wnen I find by ilnv cxiuihvc relolut on, that 
tII I hove in the worla co ilifcated, .and that no 
one will til e my Itcuniv for a (Inlhng J ntfe, 
ii , iTi, drujsiful pprchuilions to reiram under, 
a J I c-nnot h ok up jn myi«.lf but 15 a bankrupt 
Asothinp nu ov;i, ^n I tinlh i nable to give any 
l.,i.rit) VI iL tl ek lolblui irsare { coding Sicii, 
lir, u Ln^' illation I am in I havv noi; an) thin>> 
kfc winch I can rail my own, except m\ paiernni 
fjrtincol five hundic I pounds- per annum, 'liid 
wh ch 1 as been m thu fimilj fir iingv gifi 
But ii]i n this Ian content to hv c ard p^rl ips I 
lhall find more rc^l content of mu d and happincls, 

than 
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than in the trembling affluancc of an unfcttled for- 
tune. But, fir, I muft make one more obfervn- 
ticn, that if the definition of the honourable gen-, 
tlcma^i (general Burgoytfc) and of tliis houfe,’ i?, 
that^tlie Itate, as exprelfed in thefe refolutions, is, 
qua ad hiCy the company, then, fir, -evaxy farthing 
tliat I enjoy is granted to me. But to be called, 
after fixteen years have ehpfed, to account for my 
conduct in this manner, and after an uninterrupted 
enjoyment of my propetty, to have been queiUon- 
ed and coniidcred as obtaining it unwarrantably. 
Is hard indeed ! and a'treatmenc I lliould not rhink 
ihe'Britilh fenatc capable of.' But if It ihould be 
the cafe, I*hav^ a confeious finnoccncc within me, 
thaf'tells me my conduft is irreproachable. Fra77ga5 

They may tal:e from me what I have j they 
may, as they think, make me poor, butJ will be 
happy; I mean not this’ as my defence, though! 
have done fdr the prefcnt.‘ My defence will be 
made at che.bar; and bcforc’I fit down, I have 
one requefi to make to the* houfe,* “ that wlicn 
they come to decide upon my honour, cheyw'ill not 
forget their ow'n.” ' 

Now that the noble lord had triumphed over all 
his accufers and enemies in the fenatc, and fccured 
his iinmcnfc arquifitions again(l all the cfibris of 
combined v.rulenccand indignation ; his plan^vas 
• to finifir on the fight of Clermont's ruins, the new 
trophy of his tafie and fumptuoufnefs, and to make 
in t!ie houfe of commons .1 formidable party, eom- 
•pcild of creatures mtnnJccI inro the /egiflafurr, 
with the engines of corruption and bribery, on 

condition 
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condition of padive ubedieacc to the didlatts of 
their kadvr. 

The foMowIng Is an exadteopy of one of his lord- 
fhip’s ageuc’s letters to an intriguing hdy of a 
venal borough in Shroplliire, and to* a Ihrewd 
burgher ^of the fame place, with their anfwers. 

Madam, 

“ As you have given fevcral proofs of your fkill 
and dexterity in cledtions, and the influence you 
have on Mr. S — /and his friends, is well known ; 
1 am cornmiffioned by the liglit honourable lord 
— — , to folicit your iniereft in liehalf of two 
friendsof his lardfhip, whom he has defig^cd can- 
didates for your borough. There, is no need to 
tell you, that he has power to ferve you and your 
family, zni I dare Jay, you do not doubt of his 
inclination to embrace the firrt opportunity, There 
will be at the next general cledion, a full fcope for 
tlie exertion of your talents, and of his lordfhlij’s 
gratituCe, without offending your delicacy. His, 
great ellates in tlie country of isalop, and hU great 
connetflions in India, will enable him to provide 
amply for your cldeft fon, either at home or 
abroad ; beCdes.fome donation you'havc a right to 
expLift for your trouble and ai^ivlty. Ofllrs of 
ironcy, ever fo indireiS, mull.bc made with cau- 
tion j and Mr. P — , who is known to be in ano- 
ther gentleman’s initreff, mult be V..cpt in igno- 
rance Of this overture. 1 doiiwt pretend to direift, 
a lady cf your judgment and* fagaclty j your for- 
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mer fuccefs and management arc a fuSicient proof 
of both. 1 beg the favour of' an anfwer,' andam* 

' ^ Madam, Your’s, 

P. S. t wrote by the <amc poft to Mr. E— • — n, 
your irnTnd. 1 his is the anfwer. 

S I U, 

am much obliged to jou foryour compliments, 
and flattered with your good opinion* Though ^ 
have been applied to from a certnin quarter, you 
may caiily guefs at, with proposals very advanta- 
geous lojny family, [ promifs you, to ule the Irttia 
' lemale influence I have over my flubborn hufband 
and his bottle companions, to convert them totha 
mtcrell of the new candidates recommended by hU 
lordlhip. They talli of a new penal bill againft 
corruption, from the puniflimcnt of which I hope 
myfex will fereen me. I do not doubt of his lord- 
lhip*s power, and the lalltime I faw him, he cx- 
prefled a defire tofirve my family, which i can- 
rot dilbeUcrc, confident with his honour and vera- 
. city. )n regard tO inv'df, I leave that fecontl 
coiifiderailon to bis lo'dfnip's gsncfofity. I fhall 
cdt uith prudence and cautiou, though ihefq vir- 
toss r.rc nor the charaCtenlUcs of women. 1 do 
r.ocdcfpair to gain to our party Mr, P — , though 
1 think, proper, as you do, not to acquaint him 
^wi;li tile- triafked baiiencs which his lordfiiip in- 
tends to play, till within, the cve of the goldtn ex- 
plotion ; as he is a v.im politive man, who would, 
not have the name of being led by any other wo- 
Yol. IV% 4 \ matt 
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man but lits u ife. You v.'ill hear fcon further from 
yoac humble feivant, 

Catherine — 

The letter to the burgher • was conceived in the 
following terms, , ^ 

SIK, . ^ 

“ Lord — having been informed that your 
friend did not fulfil his engagements to you and the 
other conftituents of your borough at the lafl eltc* 
tion ; his lordfhip has directed me to offer liis in- 
tereft for the place you had applied for, if you 
will renounce your former connexions, and iup- 
pori hts friends at the next general election. ^Vho 
they Ate, you will Coon know, provided’ioo engage 
for ihem. Though you were of bppcfiie parties, 
Mr. S— , and you at the late contelt,* I'wini you 
would row act m concert, as bU lady to whom I 
have tvroieby this poft, -to the famepurpofe, isa- 
tujzingiy clever In the art of canvafiing,' and is a 
cumplt At miftrt'fs of the arc of perfuafion, If fup- 
ported by ftill more convincing argumencsJ Lee 
me Unosv if you'apptovc of this coaliuon,^ which 
1 think mult forward our defign. She likts, as 
you know, a little homage and flattering ; no man 
cf Icnlc thinks it bene.iih 'him to' pals fume com- 
pliments on a woman, who is pleafcd ,to' be com- 
plimented on her charms and underfthnding^ when 
he compalTes his end, by this infinuation. I flmll 
be with you very foon, and hope to fpenci with 
you a cheatlul evening* 1 thinli it is more prudent 
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not to acquaint cur friends v,uh m\ coming, as 
the- knowledge of my arrival may difconcerc our 
mealjres and fee the borough into an uproar. I 
willi we could gam Mr. P — , but 1 am afraid, he 
xs fo bigotted to \/Mc he calls the old caufe, that 
I almoftdcfpairof iiicccfs. Aline from )ou will 
greatly oblige. Sir, 

Your friend, and humble /ervanr.” 

t. ^ 

To this- letter the following anfwer was returned. 

> SIR, 

‘ “I have psfufed year letter with great atuntion, 
and was I certain lord *■— would net dilapp^unt 
nje as my pretended friend,and folfilthe promife he 
has auchonfed^ou to make^ I am nrcumdancedm 
fuch a manner, that 1 (hould not heruaic ferre 
him wjth the utmolt of my poA'vr, But I haw fo 
often experienced the futility of great men’s often- 
talious o0ers, after they have obtained through 
'their conflicuents, what they wiili for, thot rtali/ 
"‘I am become. an,*unbchever As for uHng his in- 
tereft, without doing iicficfluaH), this wih not 
be^an acknowledgment. adequate to my troubb and 
mj expectations I (hall not engage till I have at 
Icaft the cenainty of an equivucat, in cate, his 
Iprdfliip do-s rot furcevd for tiie pace As for 
JvlrjS. S — , I dare fay, 1 will find jio gr<.a£ difii^ul 
ty in b'*|ng with her On iht. laqie terms as \ e were 
b fore thd bte coOtcH. I know ner perf Ctly ivell, 
and ih-* motives by which Ihe is actuated, which 
are fclfifimcfs and vanity. However, I allow flic 

may 
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m>y be ufeful,' having a great deal ©f art and sd- 
drifb. It isim|joflible for'ine to feitle any plan of- 
opiranops before 1 fco you ; the fooper the better ; 
but 1 1 mull beg you wilj tell plaiolyj his jord- 
Ihip, I will not take a (ingle ftep in. the raffaiF, till 
I have n:\tjie than words to depend upon. Though 
my fnend has negledtAd me, I think he wou’d do 
g’aJ to come around, if J would trulbihun again. 
In the mean fime, if he complies w’nlj my demands, 
iie may be fure 1 (hall carryv the eledtion pf his 
friends , as I have already takerr.fuch msafures as 
v.ill baffle all the efforts of my opponents. . i-*' 

* I am, Sir, I Your humble fervant, 1 

/ . / »•*'■! / ». 1; , f ' 

• Theft letters- indicate fufficicnlly the means his 
lordfliip’s agents ufed to bring into parhament'Jjis 
Iricnds'and dependents. Though nis • fpeculatw 
ons were chicily dircQed to projcifls-ofipower and 
ambitjon,’ even the profpedt of thefe dehred ob- 
,iedls could not divert his melancholy tlioughts, 
nor conquer a dejedlion of fpirits, which a variety 
of excurfions and companies were ineffc^Vuai to 
remove. His lordftiip had found formerly a tran* 
fient gratification vv irl\ demireps j be was remark- 
ably fond of cards, and took a particul.ir delight 
in feeing the fuperb {fracture which ihe had erect- 
ed,' gradually fitted uR'for ins rcccpuon ; butiit 
feemed as if all his fenfes had been ]nllcd by frac- 
tion, and MOTi had befieged-aU the avenues to 
plenfure andenjojmenf. “ What is the inattefy 
(faid to him one d.iv Mr. W n, one of his in- 

timate fricmls and confidents) )Ou arc of late he- 
cume fo penfive, fo tatiturn, and fo abfent, that 

nothing 
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nothing *-fcctns‘ to entertain and araufe you.”" 

That's true, (anfwcrcd his lordlhip) all worldly 
grandeur can no longer contrlbutejo my happi- 
nefs J no pleafurcs can procure me a rriimentary 
fatisfaftTon ; no obje^ ever fo alluring can 
tempt and ftimulatc my-defires. I am like a foil- 
tary being>'ainidft routs and aflemblies, and ic 
feetns as it* my exiftence was a burthen. My bad 
flatoof health, may make this iinprcffion on my 
mindjilitry to overcome this fadnefs, which I 
am afraid will become habitual ; and if I drive 
againft Nature ro be^chearful, I foon relapfe into 
my former torpor.” “ You mud not (replied his 
friend) indulge this difpofition : go ro Bath, or to 
Spa, there you will find fomc new objeds to re- 
create and entertain >ou.” 1 have tried all that 

to no purpofc, (faid* his lordflnp) and I have 
found no, more relief in public diverdons, than, in 
the preferiptions of my phydeians.” 

It domcltic felicity is the grcjteft blcfling that 
a man can enjoy in this world, no man was in this 
refpeft' more fortunate than Lord Clive. His 
lady, who was a pattern of conjugal affedtion, 
with all the endeasing accomplifhments thaticould 
command mutual love, refpedt, and attention, 
ufcdall'the means which her ingenious folicitude 
and tendernefs diggefted - her, to araufc, divert, 
and folace her, gloomy lord, in thefe ficquenr rc- 
turnsoffladnefs and dejedlion., Hi^ elded fon, a 
young gentleman of a^prprailing genius and difpo- 
fidon, was coming to-that age, which had engaged 
his noble father to fccurc him a feat in the fenare; 
and’his fccond foti and daughters anfwcrcd equally 
all his dcfircs and his cipcftacions ; \cr, the com- 
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fort he received from a family fo generally agreea- 
ble and dutiful ,r could not dlfpel heavy clouds 

hanginy^ upon his bro.v. i ‘ V 

Tholigh the parliamentary enquiry into the no- 
ble lord’s condudt had not anfvvered the cxpecla- 
tiens ot his adverfaries, the retrofpeft of his Jord- 
•fhtp’s civil and ratUtary tranfaOiions for^ twenty 
years pall, had exhibited him to tha nation, for- 
merly pre-poCfcired with high notions of his war- 
like exploits, and his upright adniiniftratlon in 
the Bengal provinces, as a men fortunate, not 
ikillful in the field ; as a rapacious oppreflbr, not 
a generous conqueror, and q Iricnd'to' his'coun- 
tryj asafcvcrc defpot, not the man; v/ho'inftcad 
‘of goverivng the Britilh fubjedls an^ ^he natives 
vith moderation and equity, ’bid banillicd, p^6r- 
fecuted, and ruined. divers brave and'cxperieuccd 
ofRce’'Si and faithful fervants of the’cotr.j>any.’ A 
man lof his proud and afpiringfpirir, who had 
fivayed over InJodan, depofed and refiored fovc- 
rcignsat picafuie, and beenufedto the eaftern ho- 
mage ofthc-dcified potentates of Afia,' to have been 
reduced to the humiliation of confefrmg;;‘ that he 
had been toiccd to ufe the art5 of villainy', to'de- 
feac the infidious 'arts' of a villain; in order 
to palliate the moll nefarious atSt' of perfidy, 
could not be C'-ilous totheuniverfal odium, ftich a 
dUgraceful cpologynnuft have rcflc&cd 6n his 
chiraclcr. He now faw hinifclf not on’y 'con- 
founded in a frve llitc with theclals of his fellow* 
fij')j,.ccs, but even he could not 'derive, fiom the 
lav our and indulgence of .the IcgilbtiTrc, n grain 
of piiohc allo.vantc for the horrid fccnes'of cruel- 
ties ind depredations comiaitced in the jieninfuia 
of India, under his fin£liott. Thcfe reproaches 



daily multiplied in the public prints, and proba- 
bl) a remorlc of the crimes, fgggeded b\ an 
immoderate ambition, poilbned all his happincfs 
and cranquilit) . 

A pan of honour and \eiacit)^ who held are- 
fpeftablc commilBon in the military fuvice of the 
company, hasgiicn me pertnifiion to publifhthe 
copy of a letter, whiclj he wrote to his lordlhip 
fome day s after he repeated the famous fpeech, 
made lor him m the Hbufe Commons. It is 
\urbatim iranfciibed from that copy . 

** My Lord, » 

I forgive errors, but never forgive injimcs. 
Thougb you have cfcapcd tie pimlln ent ot 
deeds, the very report or vvh ch coj 1 not be 
made by Colonel Burgovoe, vithouc thw Brongcll 
marks of '‘bhorrence and imbgnaiion, y ou wili re- 
main a blaffed-monu nenc of the legiflature’s cle- 
mency, inttead of having b^cn made an example 
of Its juftiqe. This great inqpeft of the nation, 
though pot pro ludliyc of the faiisfaction the in 
jured and opprefied had a right to c'^peft, has, 
however, opened the eves of the public, and 
brought donn cho mighty conqueror of Plafl*-v , 
aiUhisconfi-dcrates^ on the level wiih airing of 
flee hooters, and Hvkfs peculators If you 
claim the prptcAum of your rank agajnU un re 
fenn enr, you give up the clni'aftcrof an officer, 
who admits no Inch futile diftiuQiions, whenever 
tin. honour of both parties is concerned for 
applying to the lavys of mv countrv for redrefs, 
the difparit) of your fortune and mine gives me 
little hopes ot fuch a rcparatioi, as is confidi-nC 

wi h 
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with my wrongs and my feelings. You have Jofe 
your Tcputauon, mine is unfuUkd ; yet as a rmc 
ibldicr, who fcoms to avail himfclf of tiiis dilFer- 
ence, cflcntial as it is, I’ftck'for 'revenge in the 
fame' manner, as If I had to deal with an honoura- 
ble aggrcllbr.. After this coiulefccnfion, I thinic 
you cannot, without additional ihaine, refufe to 
comply with ni> dcfircs. * 

’ ■ . ' Your* 3 , See/’ . 

His lord/hlpdid not'a'nfvvcfchis letter, as the of- 
fended party had a right'to cx'peft ; biiE-it ,v\as a 
new fubjoft of inortificdtion to bc'clulleiigcd and 
upbiaided with fuch alpcrlty, by an oiiiccr \vho,> 
had been difmitrcd' the "company’s fcrvicc witlv 
circumftanccs of ignominy, by tlic exprefs com- 
mand of the noble ruler of the Bengal piovinecs. 

Indeed, if Lord ClWc-had been obbgcll to fight 
withall hisadvoi 1 hfics,‘a«Utogivc fatisiad'tion as a 
milicaij man to all thefewhom he had injured and 
diftrefled, his nobtlitatcd blood might have often 
attoned as a facrificc-to their unmeuced dlfaftcrs, 
and the difgraccful afpexfions which his lordfliip 
had throv.'n againdmenof S' fpoUefs honour and, 
unfuUied characler. Thefe reproaches, and the 
.iccounrhc had been frequently called to, by many 
faithful fervants'of the company, difearded through 
the illiberal fuggeflions ot*thc noble lord, whilll 
.inverted with the fuprcmCctvil and military authori- 
ty ,humrHadhg as thov'wcrc, might havcintime di- 
miniihed the wnfe of their flmpnefs and acrimony, r 
had npt bis ambitious defigns been coutinuaily 
thwarted by his rivals in 'opulence and power. 
The'-immenfe fums hclaviflied in concerted- elec- ‘ 

• ' ' , , tjons 
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honsjs almoft incredible ; and indeed, one could 
hot eafiiy account for tWo millions of money re- 
duced to a landed eftate, die revenue of uklch U 
computed at feventecn thoufand pounds per ann. 
without bein'g well informed that part of this trea- 
fure was diverted through the channels of bribery 
and corruption, to enflave the conftitucrits of rot- 
ten botoughsj and form a parliamentary phalanx 
of his creatures, to aftfor and againft government, 
as his iordlhip’s'private views and intereft fiiould 
diredt* The moft^exadt calculation I have heard 
of his loi:'dfhip*s yearly expences, and of the mo- 
ney he paid tor the purchafes of his landed cG* 
tates, will be. clearly afeertained. It is generally 
known, that his lordfhip was much-inCiUmbered 
before his laft voyage to Iqdja, \>hich was thd 
principal motive of his foliciting an uncontrouled 
command over the peninfula of India, which had 
never been trufled to any governoy of the Eaft In- 
dia company’s fettlemeiltsbefore him. The know- 
ledge he had ac<iuired of the wealth of the country, 
and the plan of cxadlions and monopolies he had 
formed, could not fail of rendering him the rich- 
eft fubjeft in Europe, in money and in fpecie, 
vylthin the fpace of xwo years only, that the noble 
prefident remained flic ical fbvereign of Indoftan. 
Indeed^ he was candid enough to declare, fince his 
laft returahome, that bis fortune had been made 
cafy, through the favoUr and ^ confidence of the 
company. Confequently, he muft have reckoned 
the lum which he biought home the time bcforci 
a fmall reward for his eminent fervices. 

Wn 
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Wc iball fairly Ihte thclc cDormous funi 3 aJ 
folio vs 

Tjie golden lauiels of Plafley, inclu- 
ding the plunder of the depofcd 
nabob, after the revolution m 
Bengal - - - 

Brought home the fecond time in caQi 
and jew els 

Sum total - - 2,000,000 

The > early revenue of his lordfhip's 
jaghire, which he enjoyed eleven 
years - . - 30,000 

Making in that fpace of time the fum of 330,000 

Spm total - - - 2,330,000 

Which fum IS thus accounted for 
Hia lordfhip’s yearly expences rcc 
koned 50,000 1 during eleven 

years - _ _ 550,000 

Purchafes of landed efbtcs - • 600,000 

Buddings, repairs, and improvements 300,000 

Eledlions - ‘ 50,000 

Tawyer’s fees and fuits - - 60,000 

Spent before his laft voyage to India, 

in extravagance and eleftions - 700,000 

Sum total - • 2,260,000 

Remains unaccounted for - 60, coo 


700,000 

1,400,000 


Ills 
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His lordfliip'a ambition was of late chiefly di- 
re*5ted towards the fway which' he endeavoured to 
obtain in the county of Salop, his native country ; 
and the borough of Shrewibury, which he in- 
tended to make his property, in excluding whom- 
foever fliould prefume ro^loHcit the voces of the 
conftituents, without his nomination, was the 
place where centered the fltilful manccuvrcs of 
his indefatigable agents. Unfortunately for the 
noble lord, a gentleman of great property, and 
different principles, watched with afliduous atten- 
tion over the independency of part of the electors, 
and rcfolved to try the iffue of a contefted election 
agalnft his opponent, and to beat him on his own 

f round. This unforefeen attack, though confl- 
cred as a daring huruflon by his lordihip, added 
much to the natural perturbation of his mind, as 
he was fenflblc his antagonift was formidable and 
ipirited,' confequentiy not likely to rclinquUh his 
claims, as he had nothing to hope or fear from the 
benevolence of rcfcntmcnc of Lord Clbc'. 'Ano- 
ther confideration which chagrined his lordfhip, 
was, the probability of, undermining an intcrell 
tvhich he had eflabliihcd with great trouble and 
.cxpcnces, and if'pncc taken from him, might 
perhaS never be recovered by himfclf, or his po- 
flerity, Thisconteft^ which was afterwards car- 
ried on, onbothfides with reciprocal fpirit and per- 
veradce,.gi\e occafion to' the' following dialogue 
bcwvixt one of his lordfhip's agents and anaitorney 
o^Shrewibury. 


Agent. 
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Agent I am commjffioncd to wait upon you, 
fir, with lord Clives compliments, who cxpedta 
you will fupporc his mtcreft at the next general 
cledlion with the fame fpiric and a£livi y as you 
did formerly, efpccfally as his lordfhip fulfilled his 
promifes to his honour and your advantage 

Attorney I fuppofe his lordfhip does not think 
the lafijjuft rewards for my fcrvtces binding at all 
future eleftions, and if my lord expedls I will ex- 
ert my influence over my friends in his behalf, 
furcly he irc«ns to pay ire m return a proper com-w 
plimenc. All obligations on either fideare cancel- 
led, as It was nothing but a rcciprocahty of good 
offices wcmufbhave ancwcontraft, fince expe- 
rience has taught me never to depend on the mere 
aflurancesand profefled good inientions, cfpecialljr 
from great men, who think a little place once ob- 
tained through their favour, tan never be fuffici- 
ently acknowledged, by the perfon who has got 
It 

Agjcnt Indeed, I hive no inflrufiions from his 
lordpiip to make you any* other offers, but the con- 
tinuation of his fricndfhip. 1 believe, you may rely 
on his gcncronty, as he is known to be an excel- 
lent pay maftcr to all the managers of ekdlions,^ 
employed by hts particular defire. A tnflle will 
not flop him in his career, and he commonly car- 
ries his point ecite que ante 

Attorney All thiswill notdo for me , hislord- 
flitp has now an opponent equally formidable by 
his wealtn 31 d power , iflfcrvchim, I am certain • 
will bu a great friend, to pe and my family, I 
famot ri c up the acquifittcn of fueb a chenr, 

With- 
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Without being munificently rewarded forfuch afa- 
crifice. j 

The confultation eroded here, and the lawyer 
who >vas fufgefted of dQuble dealing, loft his an- 
cient patron, and coufd. not inhnuate himfelf into 
the good graces of^fhe new candidate. 

Though his lorcllbip was returned the fitting 
member, fo many^citcumftances of the unfair and 
illegal means he had ufed togain a majority of votes. 
Mere to be ftated by his opponent, refolved to peti- 
tion the houfe, that lord Chvc defpajnng to main- 
tain a le^'t in the legifiature, for which feveral of 
the conftitucnts had bartered their birth right ; 
•with tlie aprehenfions of being again expofed m the 
face of the fenate, before whom his public condud: 
had, been of late fo fcvercly arraigned, could not 
bear the idea of a new parliamentary enquiry, which 
ht wfls fenfible rauft prove difgraceful to him, and 
declare him unduly'clcdted for the very borough, 
furrounded with his eftates and 'dependents. Lf- 
fedVivcly the decifion of the committee appointed 
by the houfe of' common^, who declared after his 
lordlhip*4 deaip,.}thq petitiqner the legal member, 
proved that his /qars j.vefc well grounded.^ Tver 
fince his Inrdfhip was-fonvipcedj that his competi- 
tor muft triumph at laft, m this conteft , he grew 
ftill more fullen and melancholy than before. The 
fociet) of his moft intiipate fnerds could not force 
even a finile from his dejedted counremnee even 
attin)esheindulged his gloomy ideas to that poinr, 
tl^it hcdit^lhun his own tarndy . With this depref- 
fion of mind, his health growing daily more im- 
paired, he funk under weight of ihcfe compU- 
pated glfinftions, His lordlbip was perfuadrd by 
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However lie played but two games, after wliicli 
his friends took their leave on account of the vififale 
agitation and perpliixuy oFhis mind As foon as 
they were gone, he threw himfelf on a fofa, where 
he remained till near twelve o'clock, having pre- ' 
Vioufly declared to hts lady that he wilhed to be 
alone. However, her ladylhip growing uneafy, 
fhe entered the room, and tried to perfuade him 
to eat fomething before he went tombed. He drank 
a glaft of VI me and water, and faid, he dreaded ca 
goto bed, as he was certain to hnd there neither 
reft nor comfort , he at laft yielded to his lady's 
intreaties, and retired to his bedchamber, the 
fervant who updreffed him and laid m an anti- 
chamber adjacent to hts lordlhip s room, heard hiipi 
breathing all night in pam and agony. On the laft 
fatal day December, 'of his unhapp) cxift nee on 
this planatory world, his lordftup got up at his 
ofui^l hour, which was about nine o'clock m tha 
Winter, and having walked in his nightgown, from 
one apartment to the other with vifible mirks of a 
great perturbation of mind , fomstimes ablqrbed 
in medication, at o*her intervals opening a cheft o£ 
drawers and looking at divers bundles of papers, 
nil about eleven o'clock, that his lordfliip drank a. 
difti of tea without taking any ocher food mdre 
fubftannal. Betwixt twelve and one ochek he 
received another*^ vifit from the great law^ier hii 
ftiendand counfcUor, and remained alone an hour 
in clofo converfation with him. When nc was icte 
alone, he continued in the fame agitation, as feme 
of'his ftrvants obferved when he rang tlie bell to 
give orders, which he countermanded in an inftanc 
afterwards During this lime his lordlhip's coach 
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was walling forhlm at his door, accccrding to his 
dircflion it was then near three o’clock ; his 
■valet-cie-chambre was waiting to drefs liis mafterj 
who had retired into hss watcr-clofet with a iharp 
razor found afterwards laying on the ground by 
him. 

2\s none but the fopreme fearchcr of the hearts 
can judge of the moiivei of human aftions commit- 
ted in privacy, wc do not prefume to afeertain whe- 
ther it was a fit of infanity or through hurry and in- 
experience in the art of lhaving himfelf, that he un- 
fortunately cut the jugular vein. > His fall was 
heard, and he was found weltering in hU blood, 
without fymptoms of life Shocked as the firlt 
difcoverer of this tragedy was, at the horrid fight, 
he had the prudence to difpaich onc‘ofthe fervants 
to one of his lordfljip's phyficiant, as by his mafter's 
orders. 

. The dodtor, equally amazed and terrified at 
the exhibition of the lifclcfs corpfc, faid, His 
lordfliip wants now art undetaker, not a phyfi- 
ctan ; and, after a few ciucflions relating to the 
circumilanccs which preceded tliis cataftrophe, he 
retired. The houfe being all in an uproar and 
conllernation, it was impoflibic to conceal this fa- 
tal deed from the family : how it was contrived to 
asold the difgraccful inquifitlon of the coroner, 
and how further proceedings were flopped, in re- 
gard to this unhappy affair, is loo delicate and 
idee point forme to dilcufs. When the under- 
taker came to put the caepfe into ihc coffin, he 
was reprimanded for his curious infpeftion. His 
lordtlup’s remains were carried in gre-at privacy, 
and dcpofiicd in the family vault at LamJover, 

near 
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Shrewfbury. . His loidihip had difpofeil by 
will of his real and perfonal cllatcs in the follow- 
ing manner ; to his eldeft Ton, the prefent ^ord 

Clive, riicmber of parliament for in Shrop- 

Ihire, fevcncccn thoufand pounds a year in landed’ 
eftarcs, ^befidcs the overplus arifing from his lord- 
Ihip’s jaghcer, after having paid two thoufand 
pounds a year to Lady Clive, with the enjoymentj 
during her ladyfliip^s life, of Walcot, near Bi- 
Ihop's- Cartlc, for her country rcfidcncc ; thirty 
thoufand pounds to each of his two daughters, and 
fix thoufand a year to Ins youngeft fon, befdes 
confiderable legacies to fcvcral ot his friends 'and 
dependants. 

. If the reader chinks we have animadverted too 
fevcrcly on his lordlhip*s military chara(51:er and 
public tranfidtions, the records of the Houfe of 
Commons, -and the report of Colonel, Burgoyne^ 
chairman of -the committee of enquiry into the 
Kall-India affairs, will iliovv, that we have been 
aduated neither bv rancour, nor prejudice. We 
arc forry, that in fuch a complication of matters, 
which <lid not come to hand in a proper time to 
be placed in a r^ular order, according to- the 
dales ; diyers repetitions occur in the courfe of 
the Narratlsc, which is' not perhaps fo well con- 
nected that- in a woil; lefs voluminous, in. 
which the thread is not inttuupted by a multipli- 
city of traiifidlions, kttcis, and memorials, 
which could not be omitted confidently with our 
proniife of glyinp; a full information of the India 
affairs, in a'lwCroipcwt of twenty years. We’ean 
fay, with truth, that, notwjrhttandingtheilUbe- 
ral jnd unprecedented Cl iticiliu of this perform- 
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ancc, after the publication of the firft volume, ic 
is fuller of matter and implication, and inli- 
nitcly cheaper than all the books publilhed of late 
years on India affairs ; and whoever refides in that 
country, or has any connedtion at home or abroad 
with the company, will be fcnfible of its utility. 

We cannot conclude without acknowledging, 
that lord CIii e had acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the genius, manners, laws, cufloms, and reli- 
gions, of the Gentocs, and the Mahometan ufurp- 
ers, their oppreiTors, having obferved with the mi- 
nuteft attention the radical vices of their govern- 
ment, the weak proofs of their power, and the 
advantages of the European military difcipline, in 
overturning this fuperftrufturc, the Eaft-Indta 
company, who had delegated the fupreme, civil, 
judicial, and military power, to his lordfliip, in 
the c^tcnfivc dommions of Bengal, might have 
tempted any other man of the fame wealth and 
influence, to make himfelf an mdependent fovc- 
reign of part of the rich pcmnfula of India, af- 
liftcd by the mogul and the nabobs, w ho had con- 
ceived the highefl: opinion of his lordfliip ’s abili- 
ties, and were reftored by his authority to their 
refpedlive dominions. This is an inftance of his 
lordftiip’s moderation, which does not feem fo 
'confilUnt with his ambitious ms .vs. 


finis. 



( 5Co ) 

Siitta, ail extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad in the field, or in any country where 
garrifon provifionsarefcarce. 

Bazafi a daily market. 

a leaf, ufed by the Indians In the man- 
ner of tobacco. 

‘ a prieft. 

BuckJhcCi treafurer to the mogul. 

Biindiri a cuftom-houfe. 
i^a.Yy, apay-mafter. 

Cakrreey afak-uork. 

_ Caoutty fixteen puns of cowries, equal to nearly 
eight-pence of Englilli money. ^ ■ 

Clwiany fine flacked Hmc. 

ChiUy, a guard ; alfoa place appointed for the 
receipt of cufloms. 

CbcktydcTy the officer of a guard. 

Cbcpy a fmall feal, on which is eng;ra\cd the 
name of the, mogul, and the year of thehegyra. 

Choultry y an open houfe for all traNellers, the 
fame as the Turkilh caravanfera. '■ 

Cbouty pioperly a fourth, but commonly ufed 
to exprefs the tribute which the M^rattas claim, 
and raife on all the governments itr-ipJ'Trj- ^ ♦ 
ClMar, an attendant, whofc ofiilVi^s'to carry 
ineflages, and to proclaim the approach of vifi- 
tors. See, ' \ 

CiTcary a general name for the government, or 
perfons concerned In the admioiftration. 

CefretSy is now become the general name for 
dl Negroes which arc brought to India fioin th*i 
Cape, the Coafl; of Guinea, or any other part of 
Aifica. 

^ ' Cdhr iesy 
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ColhruSi inhabitants of the woods under the 
government of the PoIy«ars. 

Cooie^i a labourer of any kind. 

C?/}, a little more than two miles. 

CqxU^ a pretedbion. 

Ccter/V, a fliell which pafles for money in the 
province of Bengal, the i6oth part of a penny. 

Olt’iaaJ, an inferior officer of the police, whofe 
bufinefs is to trv and decide petty mifdemeanors ' 
within accitaindiftndt. 

Dahdecy a waterman, or rower, 

Detcli a broker. 

DtwaUf the fecond officer in the province, whofe 
bufinefs is to fuperincend the lands and colledtions. 
Alfo the (lewards of any man of rank. 

Book}', a woman’s chair, fomcvvhat like a feJan. 

Durbar, the court of a Mogul prince, or place 
where they meet in council. 

Dujluck, an order, or ordinance. 

Fintiar, or Pbinr.aunJ, a patent, or paper figncd 
by the mogul. ^ ' 

* Qentooy or ZcatoCy Indians, idolaters. 

G^ajlab,^ agent, or fadbor. 

^mlefome market, principally for 

grain. 

Hunt, a mrffkct on ftaied days. 

Hazarree, a commander of gumnien, literally a 
commander of athoufand. 

flegyrijy the Mahometan rera, ^ ; 

Jageery or jaghne, a territory of domain 
granted for a particular ule, either to maintain a 
number of troops, or keep a fort in repair, and 
fometimcs a penfion. 

. ' Jtmlndar, 
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ymular, or Znmdar^ oOiccrs of horfc or foot, 
and fometjmcs people of rank cmplo) cd '\boui ikc^ 
perfons of tin, great 

Killidar, a go\ ernor of a fort. 

Lacky of rupees, about 12,500!. 

Mauiid, a ^arlable weight, at Bengal 761b. nt 
Surat 37|lb. in Perlia the Taberefemaund is only 
fix pounds. 

AT'-bry or gold Mhor, a gold coin, north from 
12 to 15 rupees 

jMoonJhlCi 1 fi-crctar) for tl c Ptrfian languigt. 

A^osiJ, the Mahometanu, improperly lo called. 

Nab^b^ Cpropurly nawab, being the plural ot 
naib) a title given to eicry perfon of noble rank« 

By pre eminence it is generally ufed to fignify the 
Nizin . 

Ndib, adeput), 

Naztm, tlie firfi officer of a province, in whofe 
hand the executive power is lodged, li^e is ufu- 
all>, furdjfimftjon, filled the nabob, ' 

Omralu, Privy counfcllors , ^men of the fitll: 
rank in the empire. 

Faddy f rice in the bulk. , - ^ 

Pa^odaj an Indian temple. 

Fagoda, a com paid by the conVauy at eight 
fiulhngs, but intruifically worth liven fiullings 
and eight pence 

Palatikccn, a bed, fupported b\ a wooden or 
ivprv fran c of fix feet lon^, and near ihrce feet 
oro id, taftened at each cud with crofs fticks to a 
I miboo fitcecn feet long, which foiins an ar^hv 
over the palankeen, or Led, and is covered with 
a tanopi of doth. 

Faj agar a y 
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‘ Paragaiia, any diftrift of countr). 

ParfeeSf worlhippcrs of fire. ^ 

Patamar^ a polt or mefiengcr, fenc from phcc 
0 place. 

PcQuii a nime for the infantry of the deckan. 
Pettahj the town furroundhig an Indian fort. 
Pheufdar, a renter, 

Pclygar, lord of a finall territory. 

Puiii eighty covvrics, of the value of about an 
^alfpennj. 

Rajay the higheft title of the Gentoo princes. 
Piffa iay an independent corps of horfe. 

Rv^ety about 2 s. 5 d, 

Sojifdsy commifiions, or grants for particuhr 
rountrics, jt 
Sardar, an officer of hoi (e. 

Seapt), Indian foldicrs, which are cntcita.ncd 
md dilcipfincd by Europeans. 

Shabi the king, or emperor, 
r S/tabzadaj a prince, or Ion of a king* Anyper- 
fon of royal extraflion. 

•s^kreffj a money-changer, or banker. 

a cpin, commonly ufed to fignify the 
rupee of ch\. Bengal mints. ’ 

Smat) il e cafte, 

Srpaby a rich drefs. 

Soiibay \iccrov of one or two great provinces. 
lank, a pond, or.pool of water. * 

Tankiy the revenue appropriated b) the mogul 
*for the maintenance of a fleet at Surat. ' 

Tc,}i, toms, drums. 
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Tcp^JJeSf bhck foot foldicrs, defcendctl from 
Portugueie marning names, called topafils be- 
caufe the) \vc«r hats 

Valcdf an agent oi intmder for the T^Ioors. 

3 fjfawelli a ftatc meflvngcr 


'V 



